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Résumé. 2014 Les densités des mélanges binaires de 4,4’-dipentylazoxybenzène (DPAB) et 4-éthyl-4’-pentylazoxy-
benzène (EPAB) avec 4-pentyl-4’-cyanobiphényle (PCB) pour les concentrations moyennes et dans l’intervalle
des températures 25-80 °C sont mesurées.
Les volumes isothermes de mélange des solutions Vs (égaux aux volumes d’excès VE, en cas d’existence des deux
composants dans la même phase que la solution) sont aussi calculés à partir des interpolations de volumes molaires.
Les coefficients isobares de dilatation thermique, pour un mélange de EPAB + PCB sont aussi calculés.
La présence de complexes molaires de type A-B est confirmée.

Abstract. - Densities of binary mixtures of 4,4’-dipentylazoxybenzene (DPAB) and 4-ethyl-4’-pentylazoxybenzene
(EPAB) with 4-pentyl-4’-cyanobiphenyl (PCB) were measured over the temperature range of 25 to 80 °C and
in the middle area of concentrations. Isothermal volumes of mixing Vs (equal to the excess volume VE when both
pure components and solution are in the same phase) were also calculated from interpolated molar volumes.
Isobaric thermal expansion coefficients were also calculated for one of the mixture concentrations EPAB + PCB.
The presence of a molecular A-B complex has been confirmed.
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1. Introduction. - In many binary mixtures com-
posed of mesogenic compounds a formation of
smectic A phase is observed in the middle area of
concentrations with a maximum of clearing tempe-
ratures, even if the pure components do not exhibit
any smectic phase.
For the substances in which smectic phases occur

their stability in mixtures is strongly enhanced.
These smectic phases existing in the middle area

of concentrations of the phase diagram are called
induced smectic phases and have been of great
interest recently [1-14].
To date one finds mostly smectic A phases, but

binary systems with induced SB, SE phases are also
known114].
Some binary mixtures composed of substances

(*) This work was carried out with the Research Pro-
ject 03.10.

with different chemical character have been investi-

gated recently by Domon and Billard [12]. They have
presented a classification of phase diagrams of
induced smectic phases.

Induced smectics are mostly formed in the mixtures
of compounds, one of which possess in a terminal
position an electron acceptor substituent with a

large dipole moment e.g. CN, NOz, Cl, CF3, COCH3,
NCS. -’

The other component is a polar derivative of

biphenyl or a derivative of biphenyl with an electron
donor group NH2, NHR, or a substance with a
central bond of zero or of a small dipole moment,
such as HC=CH, N=N, CH=N, COO or similar
bond.

In spite of an accumulation of large experimental
material the true mechanism of formation of induced
smectic phases and factors determining their sta-

bility are not yet satisfactorily understood.
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Many authors have expressed the opinion that the
formation of a complex of an A-B type plays an
important role.

Labes [11], Sharma [13], Park [8] had suggested
that the interaction responsible for the complex
formation can be of a donor-acceptor character,
although others have also drawn attention to that
of dipole-induced dipole forces.

Schneider [14] explained the formation of induced
smectic phases by separation of polar molecules by
the non-polar components counteracting in this
manner the formation of bilayer structures. Thus

monolayer structures are favoured with an effective
side-interaction favourable for smectic phase forma-
tion.
We believe that an investigation of density varia-

tions with temperature and composition of solutions
may be of interest in this context.

In the case of interactions of molecules leading to
the formation of A-B complexes a large contraction
must be observed on formation of a mixture from

pure compounds.
In this paper we present our results for density as

a function of composition and temperature for the
mixtures composed of 4,4’-dipentylazoxybenzene
(DPAB) and 4-pentyl-4’-cyanobiphenyl (PCB) and
4-ethyl-4’-pentylazoxybenzene (EPAB) and 4-pentyl-
4’-cyanobiphenyl (PCB). The phase diagrams of
these two systems are different. In the first system,
in the middle area of concentrations, a nematic phase
exists in a quite narrow range of temperature, in the
other the nematic phase exists in a larger range of
temperatures.

Properties of diluted solutions of these compounds
were recently investigated and also in cyclohexane
solutions the existence of stable 1 :1 A-B complexes
was confirmed [16].

2. Experimental. - The measurements of density
were made with the aid of a digital precision density
meter of Anton Paar (type DMA 602 HT) with
vibrating tube.
The vibrating tube containing about 1 cm’ of the

liquid, was thermostated by an external water circuit
from a thermostat bath (about 40 liters).
The temperature of water in this thermostat bath

was controlled with temperature controller PID

type 650 (Unipan-Poland) with stability better than
± I mK from 25°C to about 50°C and ± 1.5 mK

up to 85 OC.

Temperature stability of the sample was probably
better than 0.01 OC.
The temperature measurement was made by using

a Hewlett-Packard quartz thermometer with the
sensor placed in the reflux water of the thermostating
jacket of the measuring cell and inserted as close as
possible to the vibrating tube. The sensor of the

quartz thermometer was tested immediately before
the beginning of measurements with Pt-resistance
thermometer.

The total error due to the calibration uncertainties
was less than the differences between successive runs.
Calibration constants were fixed for the whole tem-

perature range. A calibration run (with 5 OC tempe-
rature intervals) was made before and after almost
every series of measurements.
The systematic error was about ± 7 x 10- 5 g cm- 3.
Calibration of instrument was made using air and

deionized and distilled water, degassed immediately
before measurements.

Density of air was calculated from data in the
doctorate thesis of A. Kozdon [20] and density of
water from that of G. S. Kell [21].

Calibration constants and sample density were
calculated from data supplied by the manufacturer of
densimeter [22].
Components of both mixtures were made in the

laboratory by one of us (R. Dabrowski). 4,4’-dipentyl-
azoxybenzene (DPAB) was synthesized according to
the description [19] and its temperatures of phase
transitions were : tcN = 24.5 oC, tN, = 67.8-68.0 oC,
4-ethyl-4’-pentylazoxybenzene (EPAB) was made

according to [17] with its phase transition tempera-
tures : tr,,N = 5 oC, tNI = 38.9 OC. 4-pentyl-4’-cyano-
biphenyl (PCB) obtained according to the description
of [18] has its phase transition temperatures for the
first sample t,,N = 22.5°C, tNI = 35.7°C, the second
one lcN = 22.5°C, tN, = 36.7 OC.
These components were used without further puri-

fication. Immediately before each filling of the appa-
ratus the heated samples of pure compounds and
prepared mixtures were degassed under vacuum.

Transition temperatures and the kind of the smectic
phase were also estimated prior to the measurements
under a polarizing microscope with a heated stage.
The use of the Paar densimeter is quite compete

tive with the traditional methods of volume deter-
mination.

3. Results and discussion. - The results of density
measurements in the temperature range between 25
and 80 OC are represented in figures 1 and 2.
The tables with the data points are available on

request.
In figures 1 and 2 most curves were shifted for

sake of clarity. From our figures with a bigger scale
and from the respective density tables we can see
that all the mixtures of the second series (EPAB + PCB)
are denser than of the first one (DPAB + PCB).

This is of course the consequence of the differences
between the densities of DPAB and EPAB and

perhaps to a minor degree also of the fact that the
stability constants of a complex for compounds with
longer alkyl substitution are mostly smaller [16].

In table I we represent densities and molar volu-
mes of DPAB and EPAB for chosen temperatures.
We can see that in both phases, nematic and isotropic,
EPAB is denser than DPAB. The difference in their
structure is the group (CH2)3 in one substituent. The
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Fig. 1. - Densities of the system DPAB (x) + PCB (1-x)
as a function of temperature (mixtures and pure compo-
nents). The curves are shifted for sake of clarity by addition
of different constants Ap : a) x = 1.000 0, Ap = 0.000 ;
b) x=0.0000, Ap= +0.010 ; c) x=0.3564, Ap=+0.015;
d) x=0.452 2, Ap=+0.025; e) x=0.504 0, Op= +0.035;
f) x = 0.605 7, Ap = + 0.045 ; g) x = 0.692 9, Ap = + 0.060.

Fig. 2. - Densities of the system EPAB (x)+PCB (1-x)
as a function of temperature (mixtures and pure compo-
nents). The curves are shifted for sake of clarity by addition
of different constants Ap : a) x = 0.000 0, Ap = 0.000;
b) x = 0.443 7, Ap = - 0.010; c) x = 0.492 3, Ap = 0.000 ;
d) x = 0.585 6, Ap = + 0.010; e) x = 1.000 0, Ap = + 0.020.

Table I. - Molar volume and density for chosen

temperatures of 4,4’-dipentylazoxybenzene and 4-ethyl-
4’ pentylazoxybenzene.

same difference can be found between 4-octyl-4’-
ethylazoxybenzene and EPAB.
We have calculated the volume of the group (CH2)3

in both cases for the temperature of 30.96 °C (tem-
perature of one of the experimental points of 4-octyl-
4’-ethylazoxybenzene) [17]. For the pair DPAB and
EPAB this volume is 48.60 cml mole-1 and for the
pair 4-octyl-4’-ethylazoxybenzene and EPAB respec-
tively 49.56 CM3 mole-1 per group. Their difference
is about 2 %. DPAB being denser than 4-octyl-4’-
ethylazoxybenzene.
The situation is quite different, when we made

this calculation for the same reduced temperature

For the pair DPAB and EPAB the volume of the
group (CH2)3 is 54.70 cm3 mole-1 and for the pair
with 4-octyl-4’-ethylazoxybenzene 50.45 cm3 mole - 1

respectively. Their difference is about 8 %. 4-octyl-
4’-ethylazoxybenzene being denser than DPAB.

In the mixtures of both series (DPAB + PCB and
EPAB + PCB) we have observed strong pretransi-
tional effects near the transition SA -&#x3E; N, on the side
of the smectic A phase.
The pretransitional effects and the impossibility of

observation of the first drop of the new phase or the
vanishing of the last drop made it impossible to
determine exactly the jump Ap at the phase transition.

Extraordinarily strong pretransitional effects could
be observed in the smectic phase of the mixture of
DPAB + PCB series near the composition of

xl = 0.5 (1), where the nematic phase exists only in
a narrow temperature range (0.85 OC for x1 =0.504 0);
the pretransitional effects and the two phase region
being nearly in superposition.
We estimated graphically the transition volume

jump (without pretransitional area) for EPAB + PCB
series, this one of wider temperature ranges of nematic
phase (10.24°C for xl = 0.492 3).
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These results are respectively :

for mixtures of these components :

Table II. - Interpolated molar volumes and volumes of isothermal mixing of solution (VS) for chosen tempera-
tures of a serie : 4,4’-dipentylazoxybenzene (DPAB) + 4-pentyl-4’-cyanobiphenyl (PCB).

x = mole jfaction of ’ DPAB..

Table III. - Interpolated molar volumes and volumes of isothermal mixing of solution (VS) for chosen tempe-
ratures of a series : 4-ethyl-4’-pentylazoxybenzene (EPAB) + 4-pentyl-4’ -cyanobiphenyl (PCB).

x = molejraction oj’EPAB.
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Fig. 3. - Phase diagram of the system DPAB + PCB and
ys versus mole fraction of DPAB (x) : a) mixtures and
components in isotropic phase (VS = VE); b) mixtures in
smectic A phase; components in nematic phase.

Thus, we can see that AVS,N &#x3E; 1.Thus, we can see that A ; &#x3E; 1.
AVNI

One of us [17] (K. W. Sadowska) found

LB V NI 2 ð. Y SAN
for pure 4-ethyl-4’-decylazoxybenzene, one of the

homologues exhibiting both a smectic A phase and
a nematic one.
The density determined for the samples of the

liquid-crystalline series DPAB + PCB and
EPAB + PCB are used for calculations of molar
volumes of pure components and their mixtures in
temperature region 25 to 80 OC.
From interpolated molar volumes at rounded

temperature values (see Table II and Table III) we
calculated the volumes of isothermal mixing of
solutions as composed from pure components at

these temperatures. These volumes ys are equal to
the excess values VE in the cases when both pure
components and the solution are in the same phase.
The results and respective phase diagrams are

shown in figures 3 and 4.
In all cases Vs is negative.
The negative sign of Vs = VE and their relatively

large absolute values are an additional evidence in
favour of the existence in mixtures of both series of
a complex of the A-B type suggested earlier [16].

Fig. 4. - Phase diagram of the system

and V’ versus mole fraction of EPAB (x) : a) mixtures and
components in isotropic phase (VS = VE); b) mixtures in
nematic phase, components in isotropic phase; c) mixtures
in smectic A phase, components in nematic phase.

In the cases when both components and the solu-
tion are in different phases the absolute values of VS
are bigger than they would be if the mixture and
their components are in the same phase.
The sequences of VS vs. t of the two series, for

temperatures 25, 30 and 35 OC, are quite different
than at other temperatures. The absolute value of
VS increases with increase of temperature. In the iso-
tropic phase the absolute value of YS = VE decreases
with increase of temperature.
We calculated also the (isobaric) thermal expansion

coefficients for a mixture of EPAB + PCB for

x 1 = 0.492 3 (Table IV) and the values of :

Table IV shows that dVS/dt is negative for tempe-
ratures 25, 30 and 35 OC, because the mixture com-
ponent of the sum in equation (1), d V/dt is smallest
(0.19) in this case. The contribution of the pure
components, taken with a negative sign (Eq. (1 ))



1678

Table IV. - Isobaric thermal coefficients of expansivity for a mixture of EPAB + PCB for x, = 0.492 3 and
their components.

exceeds the positive contribution of d V/dt. For
these temperatures the mixtures are in a smectic

phase, their pure compounds are in a nematic phase.
For mixtures in nematic or isotropic phase d Vs/dt
is positive.
The presence of an A-B complex, undoubtedly

formed in all three phases, I, N, or SA, has then little
to do with the difference in behaviour of d Ys/dt ;
rather it is likely that simply d V /dt is smaller in the
smectic A phase as compared with the N or I phase

(see Table IV). This seems plausible as the structure
of the smectic A phase is more constrained and hence
the volume change with temperature is smaller. It
could be interesting to compare dV/dt in induced
smectic A phases in which the A-B complex is formed
with dV/dt of the ordinary smectic A phases.

Incidentally, we also note from table IV that
V S = V E in the isotropic phase is negative and
increases with temperature to a value of - 0.514 at
75 OC.
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