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The Gudrun Corvinus archive: Personal and scientific
reflections from around the world
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Figure 1: Gudrun Corvinus at Hadar, Ethiopia, 

Unknown photographer © G. Corvinus. Stored at the MNHN, Paris

11 

Geology is not a profession for women….  Choose a different

subject or leave my department.
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The formation of the International Afar Research
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assigned, contact should be made with J. Chavaillon. However, Mrs Mary Leakey, Mrs C. Roubet,

and Miss  G.  Corvinus are likely to  be approached for  work on the Oldowan,  Acheulean,  and

Middle  and  Upper  Palaeolithic  industries.
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Figure 2: D. Johanson on the A.L.288 Locality, November 1974

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

Figure 3: A.L.288-1 fossils being prepared to be photographed on the camp site, November 1974

Plate VII – 1974 n°15.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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Figure 4: Photo from the contact plate of “Lucy”

Being photo shot by the IARE Team, November 1974.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

Figure 5: Photo from the contact plate of Gudrun Corvinus photo shooting “Lucy,” November 1974

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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the First Family

exceptional baby

skull man’s ancestor.

First  Family

35 

Homo sapiens

Figure 6: Extract collected by G. Corvinus of Le Monde newspaper from 24 January 1975, “Female or
already Woman? Lucy, 3 million years old”

© G. Corvinus – MNHN, Paris
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Research for Early Stone Age at Hadar
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Figure 7: Example of field notes taken by G. Corvinus in December 1973 from the “Exploration
1973-1974 notebook”

The notes and the sketches show how Gudrun Corvinus worked in Pleistocene deposits and
stratigraphically correlated sites to propose relative dating. As an example, on these pages she
replaces the Hadar (Hdr.) localities Hdr.48, Hdr.50 and Hdr.55 on a larger stratigraphy. In the same
notebook, each locality is described.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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Figure 8: Example of field notes taken by G. Corvinus in December 1973 from the “Exploration
1973-1974 notebook.” 

The left page shows some of the first existing notes describing Gona 1 (Afaredo 1) and a posteriori
annotated as follows: “These are the oldest, ever found human artefacts, as the horizon can be
correlated with a tuff of 2.6 m.y. without our (Maurice Taieb and me) knowledge, Don Johanson with
Jack Harris went after our departure, to my site at Gona 1 and excavated the site, claiming the site for
themselves as the oldest.” 

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris. 
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Figure 9: Gudrun Corvinus and Hélène Roche excavating at Hadar 10 Locality, 1974

Unknown photographer © G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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46 Homo Australopithecus

Figure 10: Note written by G. Corvinus on 7 April 1975, while she is contracted by CNRS, to
summarize the goals of the Prehistory section of the IARE

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

Asymmetries in field-work based sciences
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National Geographic
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52 

Figure 11: Example of the mission order from the CNRS for Gudrun Corvinus’ participation in the
second fieldwork campaign of the IARE in 1974, from 1 October to 15 December 1974

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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the women were continuing with their chores as normal.
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Figure 12: Discussion between IARE team members and Afar people, 1973 Plate IV – 73 n°38 

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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Figure 13: Ethiopian populations on the way to Hadar, October 1974

Plate 74-I n°31.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

Figure 14: A moment of rest along the Awash River in Hadar, 1974 

Plate 74-V n°05.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris. 

Gudrun Corvinus’ Personal and Scientific Experiences in the International Afa...

Afriques, 16 | 2025

21



Figure 15: Gudrun Corvinus being photographed by a young man along the Awash River in Hadar,
1974 

Plate 74-V n°06.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

59 

Gudrun Corvinus’ Personal and Scientific Experiences in the International Afa...

Afriques, 16 | 2025

22



Figure 16: Market visit in Addis Ababa, October 1974

Plate I – 1974 n°05.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

Figure 17: Market visit in Addis Ababa, October 1974

Plate I – 1974 n°06.

© G. Corvinus – stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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Figure 18: The IARE team stopping at Mille (?), October 1974

Plate I – 1974 n°26.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.

Figure 19: View of Mount Ayalu, October 1974

Plate I – 1974 n°27.

© G. Corvinus – Stored at the MNHN, Paris.
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