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Introduction

* Design challenges are growing in complexity, and architects are asked to
anticipate user needs and behaviours within this complexity, substantiating
their decisions with evidence and tangible outcomes.

* Luckily, there is a wealth of research/tools from scientific domains including
the cognitive and behavioural sciences that speak to theoretical questions
on how design impacts behaviour, cognition and emotion.

* Yet, it's been difficult to successfully integrate interdisciplinary knowledge
about human experience into design practice — to capitalise on research
from fields like spatial cognition, neuroarchitecture, and space syntax.

* This poster investigates this divide between research and practice.

We ask: how do designers integrate knowledge from the behavioural &
cognitive sciences on human experience into design processes, and what are
the barriers to this?

* Online survey for all built environment professionals worldwide.

e Duration of 10-20 minutes.

e N=136.

* Analyses: we look at the frequency of votes for different options within

multiple choice questions, and use significance tests and pairwise
comparisons [denoted by brackets on bar charts] to see if some multiple-
choice selections are selected significantly more often than others. Logistic

regressions see if responses can be predicted by criteria like stage of design.
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Tools and methods currently applied in practice
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Time/resources, followed by lack of client interest, had a higher proportion of

votes than options representing issues with research itself and its application. >

The key obstacles to integrating academic research into practice can also be
predicted by the stage of design or project type that the participant works on.
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