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This study examines word order variation in Istanbul Greek and Rhodian Turkish, two
non-standard varieties spoken under minority language conditions in contact with one
another. Both Turkish and Greek display considerable flexibility in word order (Georgiafentis
& Lascaratou, 2013; Ozsoy, 2019). Nevertheless, they differ in their canonical ‘base’ word
order: Standard Turkish is a typical SOV language (Erguvanli, 1984), whereas Modern
Standard Greek is by default an SVO order language (Alexiadou, 1999;
Philippaki- Warburton, 1985). There is substantial evidence that language contact has driven
syntactic change in word order, both in Asia Minor Greek varieties under sustained contact
with Turkish (Michelioudakis & Sitaridou, 2020; Neocleous & Sitaridou, 2025) and in
Turkish varieties spoken in the Balkans under contact with SVO-languages (Heine, 2008), as
well as in Rhodian Turkish under contact with Greek (Kaili, 2019).

We recruited 21 speakers of Istanbul Greek (mean age = 60.14 years, SD = 22.27)
who had resided in Istanbul for the majority of their lives at the time of testing and who had
acquired both the Istanbul Greek variety and Turkish from birth in naturalistic settings. In
addition, we recruited 18 speakers of Rhodian Turkish (mean age = 51.56 years, SD = 22.99)
who had resided in Rhodes and had acquired both Rhodian Turkish and Greek from birth
through naturalistic exposure. These participants were administered a spoken sentence
listening experiment with an end-of-sentence acceptability judgment task with 6 conditions of
all possible word orders adapted either in Istanbul Greek or Rhodian Turkish, respectively
(e.g., Greek SVO: O yaidapog tpaet to unio. ‘the per. donkey eats thepgr.y apple’; Turkish
SOV: Esek elmayi yiyor ‘donkey apple.,cc eats’). There were 18 items per condition
manipulated across 6 conditions of all possible orders. We used a fully crossed design in
which each participant saw all items. We also conducted a semi-spontaneous speech
production task. The spoken samples were transcribed, and currently are being analyzed.

The sentence judgement data showed that Istanbul Greek participants favored SVO
orders in Greek, and showed an overall preference for the VO over OV order (8 = 2.04, SE =
0.27, t = 7.4, p < 0.001). The Greek word order preference was modulated by the age of
Istanbul Greek participants (B = 0.03, SE = 0.01, # = 11.07, p < 0.001) and there was a
significant interaction between word order and age (B = -0.02, SE = 0.01, 1 = -4.28, p <
0.001). This indicated that the older individuals in the Istanbul Greek community found OV
order more acceptable. The sentence judgement data in Rhodian Turkish showed that the
Turkish speakers found OV orders more acceptable than VO orders overall (3 = 0.59, SE =
0.12, t = 491, p < 0.001). However, OSV/OVS and SVO orders were found to be equally
acceptable as the SOV order (all comparisons p > 0.68). Our initial preliminary analyses have
shown highly variable word order patterns in spontaneous speech production, especially a
slightly elevated rate of verb-final OV structures in Istanbul Greek (Zakhariadis-Awad et al.,
2025). Analyses of Rhodian Turkish transcriptions are still on-going. These preliminary data
suggest that contact-induced change is active on both sides of the contact zone, leading to the
alignment of word order patterns with those of the societally dominant language. Future
analyses will investigate the contribution of multilingualism-related variables to this
convergence.
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