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1 Centre Population Développement (Ceped), Université Paris Cité and Université Sorbonne Paris Nord, IRD, Inserm, Paris, 
France; 2 Laboratoire Les Afriques dans le monde, UMR 5115, IRD, Sciences Po Bordeaux

In France, the immigrant population has less access to prevention and healthcare, particularly for specialist 
consultations, compared with the non-immigrant population (Berchet & Jusot, 2012).

What are the sources of social health inequalities 
related to endometriosis among immigrant women?

Method

Expected Outcomes of the Study

▪ Highlight the differentiated profiles of life trajectories and care pathways among immigrant women from Sub-Saharan Africa with endometriosis in France.

▪ Identify structural, institutional, and cultural barriers that delay the diagnosis and management of endometriosis in this group, in relation to their experiences with the French
healthcare system and migration.

▪ Formulate recommendations to improve and adapt prevention and endometriosis management programs to the specific realities of immigrant women in France.

Conclusion References

The experiential knowledge of immigrant women with endometriosis in France 
should be valued to improve prevention, diagnosis, and care practices.

Introduction Objective

This study aims to understand the specificities of life trajectories 
and care pathways of immigrant women from Sub-Saharan Africa 
diagnosed with endometriosis and living in France.
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According to the definition adopted by the Haut Conseil à l'Intégration, an 
immigrant is a person born abroad and residing in France (Direction générale des
étrangers en France, 2025). In our study, immigrant women from Sub-Saharan 
Africa (SSA) are defined as women born abroad from an SSA country (West, East, 
Central, Southern Africa, Madagascar and the Comoros) who reside in France.

In France, very few studies on endometriosis focus on specific population groups to examine the link between 
social health inequalities (SHI) and endometriosis, including prevalence, screening, lived experience, and 
access to treatment (Kvaskoff, 2024).

A study in England shows that sociodemographic characteristics affect the likelihood of receiving an 
endometriosis diagnosis, with lower diagnosis rates in the most disadvantaged areas and variation by ethnic 
origin (Bunk et al., 2024).

In the United States, studies show that women from minority ethnic groups, particularly Black women, are 
less likely to receive a diagnosis, more likely to experience perioperative complications and higher mortality, 
and have limited knowledge of endometriosis (Bougie et al., 2022).

Better awareness of immigrant women about endometriosis Better information for immigrant women about endometriosis Better support for immigrant women with endometriosis

Social Health Inequalities : 
What are we talking about?

Social health inequalities (SHI) are defined as systematic, avoidable, 
and unjust differences in health status and access to healthcare 
between social groups, caused by several social determinants  such 
as gender, country of birth, family composition, income, education, 
occupation, social environment, and social policies (Santé publique
France, 2021).

Social health inequalities (SHI) must be into account in research projects and 
interventions addressing endometriosis in France.

Immigrant women with endometriosis may have specific needs that require the 
implementation of adapted public policies and interventions.
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In the United States, women from minority ethnic groups, particularly Black women, are underrepresented in 
clinical research and epidemiological studies on endometriosis (Bougie et al., 2022; Westwood et al., 2023).
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