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Excluding « heavy trucks » out of 
the city’s boundaries : a history of 
an implicit environmental policy

The example of Lyon, 1910’s-1980’s

Louis BALDASSERONI  

Laboratoire ACP

Conference ESEH Tallinn, August 29th 2019



Source : Lyon Capitale
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The « low-emission
zone » in Lyon, 2019

ZFE : Zone à faible 
émissions



=> The areas to protect city from trucks are extended
as it progressively become an environmental issue

I 1910-1930’s : the cumbersome “heavy truck”, aborted attempts to 
exclude from the restricted city center

II 1940-60’s : the polluting “heavy truck”, trying to get around the city

III 1970’s- 1980’s :  the dangerous “heavy truck”, excluded from 
arterial central streets … and more ?



I 1910-1930’s : the cumbersome “heavy truck”, 
aborted attempts to exclude from the city center

1) Trucks as a various nuisance source, but no legal way for exclusion

Complaints on :
- Vibrations on buildings
- Sludge projections
- Noise

=> Municipal decree project, 
Edouard Herriot, 1920-1921

Berliet CBA Truck, 1914 (Fondation Berliet Archives)



Perimeter of 1921’s exclusion zone, for trucks with trailer and/or 
without tires

« Forbidden to take
streets of the city center 
and streets less than 8 
meters large »

(but quays and major 
arteries authorized)



2) « Coaches wars » in 1934 : instrumentalizing environmental stakes
for economic issues

Coaches parking places 
proposed by municipality, 
1934. 

Source : Lyon Municipal Archives (AML), 1118 WP 17/2.



« Shopkeepers

Restricted area
for free trade

This is what the administration is
preparing for you, as from February
10th 1934 »

Leaflet of « Union of users of coach services in 
Lyon region », 1934 (AML, 1118 WP 17/2)



II 1950-60 : the polluting “heavy truck”, trying to 
get around the city
1) (re) New focuses on smoke and noise

« Week for fresh air »

Leaflet of the Association for 
the Prevention of 
Atmospheric Pollution, 
created in 1958.

(Association pour la Prévention de la 
Pollution Atmosphérique)

Source : AML 1080 WP 9



2) Banning and/or ring road building : two unevenly effective policies

AML 1147 WP 4, Letter from the director of Granet-Ravant
(transport company) to the mayor, February 6th, 1954.



Perimeter of 1954’s exclusion zone (smaller than the 1921 zone !)

Circulation and parking 
forbidden between 11-
12.30 am and 4.30-7 pm.
(except trucks > 10 tons : 
11 am – 7 pm)



III 1970’s- 1980’s (nowadays) :  the dangerous 
“heavy truck”, excluded from arterial central streets 
… and more ?
1) Less trucks in town, but new security stakes

« For a study on 2-wheels 
[means of transportation] in 
Lyon conurbation »

(Lyon conurbation Urban planning 
agency)

Source : AGL 3057W85



« Rolling bombs also cross 
Lyon »

(Paul Scherrer in Le Progrès, 
July 21st 1978)



The lyonnese road network, with projected urban freeways, 1970

Source : AGL 2077WM006.



2) Forbid « heavy trucks » all the city for preserving environment ?

« The Saint-Just [Choulans 
neighborhood] inhabitants
don’t want a traffic plan 
which modifies parking 
facilities »

Article in local newspaper Le 
Progrès, 1981.

Source : AML 1533 WP 178



AML 1795 W 16, Study of the urban planning agency of Lyon on city parking, 1986

« Share [street] uses »

Yesterday/Today/Tomorrow ?



Conclusion

• - A non-linear history of truck traffic regulation as an environmental 
policy : started in the 1910’s, forgotten from the 1930’s to 1950’s, 
back and diversified from the 1950’s to the 1980’s.

• - The key role of user’s mobilizations in policies making and 
achievements (oppositions or proposals).

• - The permanent hesitation between restrictive laws for excluding 
trucks of the center and incentive road works for encouraging them 
to get around the town. 



L’étoile routière lyonnaise 
aujourd’hui (wikipedia.org)



AML 75 ii 535, Plan des itinéraires Poids-
lourds SOPC, v, 1935


