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CLASSICAL AND RELATIVISTIC BALANCE OF CONFIGURATIONAL

FORCES

R. DESMORAT, A. GRAVOUIL, AND B. KOLEV

En hommage à Jean Lemaitre

Abstract. This article develops a unified variational framework for configurational (or mate-
rial) forces in both Classical (3D, non-relativistic) and Relativistic (4D) Continuum Mechanics.
Configurational forces describe the evolution of material defects—such as cracks, dislocations,
and interfaces—which move relative to the material rather than through physical space. In
the classical setting of hyperelasticity, the authors revisit the balance of configurational forces
using an intrinsic Lagrangian formulation, where the material body is modeled as an abstract
three-dimensional manifold. By treating the reference configuration as a variable and perform-
ing a Lagrangian variation with respect to it, they show that the configurational forces balance
naturally emerges. Importantly, this balance equation is not independent: it is equivalent to the
standard balance of linear momentum combined with constitutive relations, and it is expressed
through the Eshelby stress tensor on the reference configuration. The framework is then ex-
tended to Relativistic Hyperelasticity within General Relativity. Matter is described by a matter
field, a vector valued function, defined on the four-dimensional Universe, and the Lagrangian
(i.e., Action) includes both matter and gravitational contributions. Two stress–energy tensors
arise: the Noether stress–energy tensor (from variations with respect to the matter field) and
the Hilbert stress–energy tensor (from variations with respect to the Universe metric). Assum-
ing General Covariance, the authors prove that these tensors and their associated balance laws
are equivalent. By introducing the notion of an observer and specializing to static spacetimes,
the authors define a relativistic generalization of the deformation and derive a four-dimensional
Eshelby tensor. They show that in Special Relativity, as in Classical Continuum Mechanics, the
relativistic configurational forces balance is not a new equation but follows from the conserva-
tion laws of the Noether stress–energy tensor. Finally, they recover the classical configurational
forces balance as the non-relativistic limit of the relativistic theory. Overall, the paper provides
a rigorous geometric and variational interpretation of configurational forces, unifying classical
and relativistic formulations and clarifying their deep connection with standard equilibrium
equations.

Introduction

Configurational forces, also referred to as material forces, emerge in problems involving the
evolution of defects within a material. Unlike standard (Newtonian or mechanical) forces, which
govern the motion of material particles in physical space, configurational forces govern the mo-
tion of entities that migrate relative to the material itself. Typical examples include dislocations,
cracks, inclusions, voids, vacancies, and evolving interfaces. The notion of configurational forces
was first introduced in the framework of elasticity and Continuum Mechanics by Eshelby [16, 17].
Since then, several theoretical frameworks have been developed to clarify their physical inter-
pretation and to establish the corresponding balance equations. Historically, one may cite the
pull-back approach [55, 31, 56, 57], in which configurational force balance is viewed as the
projection of mechanical force balance equations onto the material manifold. In this context,
configurational forces are closely linked to material uniformity and homogeneity [91, 65] and
are interpreted as the driving forces associated with continuous distributions of inhomogeneities
[12, 13, 10, 50]. Another notable framework is the basic primitive objects approach proposed by
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Gurtin [25, 24, 30], where configurational forces are postulated as fundamental physical quanti-
ties, independent of mechanical forces, and their balance laws are obtained through invariance
principles. The Noether’s theorem approach [34, 43, 47] interprets configurational forces as the
conserved quantities associated with material translational invariance of the Lagrangian density.
The inverse motion approach [90, 55, 73, 87] derives configurational force balance equations from
the stationarity of the energy (or Action) functional with respect to variations of the reference
configuration while keeping the current configuration fixed. Closely related to these ideas is the
variational approach [38, 43], which introduces, in addition to the material and spatial configu-
rations, an auxiliary configuration—often called the parameter configuration—that serves as a
fixed reference for the motion of defects relative to the material manifold, in analogy with the
role of the material configuration for the motion of particles in space [48, 94].

In classical, i.e., three-dimensional and non-relativistic hyperelastodynamics, the so-called
configurational forces balance is not a new conservation equation. By pullback onto the refer-
ence configuration Ω0, for example by means of Piola and Ericksen identities [15, 75, 58], the
configurational forces balance is a reformulation of the balance of linear momentum combined
with the (hyperelasticity) constitutive equations. This combination implies that both kinematic
energy and strain energy densities enters the final expression of the Eshelby stress tensor.

As mentioned, there are several ways to derive the configurational forces balance [58, 55,
23, 31, 88]. We revisit in section 1 the classical variational approaches, and provide a rigorous
and geometric interpretation of the so-called horizontal variation introduced in [96]. We use the
Intrinsic Lagrangian Formulation of Classical Continuum Mechanics by Noll [66, 68] and Rougée
[76, 78, 77, 79], in which the body ℬ labeling the material points is a three-dimensional compact
and orientable manifold with boundary equipped with a mass measure [35, 37]. The reference
configuration is not identified with the body, it is a time independent embedding of ℬ into the
affine Euclidean space ℰ , playing a key role in the variational derivation of the three-dimensional
configurational forces balance (as understood in [94]). The classical —non-relativistic— four-
dimensional Eshelby–Noether tensor is finally recalled.

Since the pioneering work of Nordström in 1916 [69], truly four-dimensional —relativistic—
formulations of Mechanics of Solid Materials [41] exist, in physics literature [83, 89, 85, 5, 32,
33, 4, 92], and in mechanics literature [22, 51, 52, 53, 11, 71, 72, 63]. In the present work, we
place ourselves within the appealing Variational Relativity framework developed by Souriau for
perfect (hyperelastic) matter [83, 84, 85] (see also [37]), with the Gauge Theory mindset [6]. The
Quantum Mechanics wave function 𝜓 is replaced by a matter field defined as a vector valued
function Ψ: ℳ → ℬ ⊂ R3, where the Universe ℳ is a four-dimensional pseudo-Riemannian
manifold and where one recognizes the three-dimensional body ℬ labeling the material points
of Continuum Mechanics. As proposed by Hilbert [29], a General Covariant matter Lagrangian
(i.e., Action) is simply added to the Hilbert–Einstein functional for gravitation, as recalled in
section 2. The variational extremization of the Lagrangian defines two stress–energy tensors
(more precisely stress–impulsion–energy tensors):

∙ the Hilbert stress–energy tensor TTTH [29], a contravariant fourth-order tensor on the
Universe ℳ, defined from the variational derivative of the Lagrangian with respect to
the (Lorentzian) Universe metric 𝑔,

∙ the Noether stress–energy tensor T̂TTΨ [64], a mixed fourth-order tensor on the Universe
ℳ, defined from the variational derivative of the Lagrangian with respect to the matter
field Ψ.

At the end of section 2, we show that to assume that the matter Lagrangian is General Covariant

links the two stress–energy tensors, as T̂TTΨ = 𝑔TTTH, and makes the associated Euler–Lagrange
equations and conservation laws equivalent.

This General Relativity framework does not presuppose the existence of time, and then the
not so direct introduction of a spacetime is interpreted as the definition of an observer. For
Souriau, an observer is a particular (passive) matter field [85, Section 39]. In section 3, we
expose and generalize his construction to possibly non flat but static spacetimes. This allows
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us to define a three-dimensional quotient manifold ℰ , that becomes the affine Euclidean space
in case of the flat Minkowski metric 𝑔 = 𝜂 of Special Relativity. An effective matter field is
accordingly defined, with values in a reference configuration system Ω0 ⊂ ℰ , rather than in ℬ.
A four-dimensional relativistic generalization of the Continuum Mechanics deformation, Φ, is

then proposed. section 4 shows that its related Noether tensor T̂TTΦ is a relativistic generalization
of the well-known (non-relativistic) spacetime Eshelby tensor, providing a direct formulation
(on the reference configuration) of the configurational forces balance. We prove that in Special
Relativity, as in 3D Classical Continuum Mechanics, the corresponding balance equation is not
a new equation: it is implied by the relativistic conservation laws for the Noether stress-energy

tensor T̂TTΨ. Finally, in section 5, we provide the classical limits of the relativistic balance laws,
completing then the limits obtained in [36] by the classical limit of the configurational forces
balance.

We thus propose a novel variational framework inspired by General Relativity to derive the
balance equations of configurational forces within a rigorous and natural mathematical setting,
viewed as an appropriate limiting case of General Relativity.

Notations. We denote by 𝑔(·, ·) the scalar product for a metric 𝑔, by 𝜙* (resp. 𝜙*) the pullback
(resp. pushforward) operation by 𝜙; (·)⋆ stands for the dual transpose, the identity operator on
the tangent space 𝑇𝑀 of an 𝑛-dimensional manifold is noted I𝑛, and its dual transpose on the
cotangent space 𝑇 ⋆𝑀 , by I⋆𝑛.

1. Classical variational elastodynamics

In Classical Continuum Mechanics, the “space” ℰ is an affine Euclidean space of dimension 3
and the Euclidean metric is denoted by q. The corresponding Riemannian volume form is then
denoted by volq and written as √︁

det(𝑞𝑖𝑗) d𝑥
1 ∧ d𝑥2 ∧ d𝑥3,

in any given system of local coordinates (𝑥𝑖). The material medium is parameterized by a 3D
compact and orientable manifold with boundary, noted ℬ, and called the body. This manifold
ℬ is equipped with a volume form, i.e., a nowhere vanishing 3-form, the mass measure 𝜇 [91].

A configuration of a material medium is represented by a smooth, orientation-preserving
embedding [66] (particles cannot occupy the same point in space)

p : ℬ → ℰ , X ↦→ x,

also referred to, sometimes, as a placement in mechanics [76, 78]. Its linear tangent map

𝑇p : 𝑇ℬ → 𝑇ℰ
is denoted by F and the submanifold Ωp = p(ℬ) of ℰ corresponds to a configuration system.
It is common to fix a reference configuration p0 and thus to substitute the body ℬ by the
submanifold Ω0 = p0(ℬ) of the ambient space ℰ , a reference configuration system. In that case
the deformation 𝜑 := p ∘ p−1

0 (sometimes called the transformation),

𝜑 : Ω0 → Ωp, x0 ↦→ x,

is used rather than the placement p. Its linear tangent map 𝑇𝜑 : 𝑇Ω0 → 𝑇Ω is traditionally
referred to as the deformation gradient (or as the transformation gradient). It is here noted F𝜑.
Setting F0 := 𝑇p0, we have

F𝜑 = 𝑇𝜑 = 𝑇p.(𝑇p0)
−1 = FF−1

0 .

Remark 1.1. The mass density 𝜌 is defined implicitly by

p* 𝜇 = 𝜌 volq, 𝜌 ∈ C∞(Ωp,R).
Given a reference configuration p0, one defines similarly the reference mass density 𝜌0 by the
implicit relation

(1.1) (p0)* 𝜇 = 𝜌0 volq, 𝜌 ∈ C∞(Ω0,R).
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The law of conservation of mass 𝜌0/(𝜌 ∘ 𝜑) = detF𝜑 is deduced from

(1.2) 𝜑*(𝜌volq, ) = 𝜌0 volq = 𝐽𝜑(𝜌 ∘ 𝜑) volq, 𝐽𝜑 := detF𝜑.

The configuration space in Continuum Mechanics is thus the set, denoted by Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ), of
smooth embeddings of ℬ into ℰ . This set can be endowed with a differential manifold structure
of infinite dimension, indeed, an open set of the Fréchet affine space C∞(ℬ, ℰ) [26, 59]. The
tangent space to Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ) at a point p ∈ Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ) is described as follows. Let p(𝑡) be
a smooth curve in Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ) (a path of embeddings) such that p(0) = p, then (𝜕𝑡p)(0) = 𝛿p
is a tangent vector at p (or a variation of p) and can be interpreted as a virtual Lagrangian
displacement [14]. The choice of a reference configuration p0 induces a diffeomorphism (or
change of parametrization of the configuration space)

Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ) −→ Emb∞(Ω0, ℰ), p ↦→ 𝜑 := p ∘ p0−1, where Ω0 ⊂ ℰ .

1.1. Intrinsic Lagrangian. Lagrangian Mechanics was initially formulated by Lagrange, first
for finite discrete systems (see [86] for an excellent book on that topic). It consists in writing
down a functional, the Lagrangian, defined on paths 𝜅̆ : [𝑡0, 𝑡1] → 𝒞, where 𝒞 is the configuration
space of the mechanical system. In the case of first gradient hyperelasticity, the Lagrangian
(also called the Action) is written as

(1.3) ℒ[p̆] =
∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ
ℓ (X, 𝑝(𝑡)(X), 𝜕𝑡p(𝑡)(X),F(𝑡)(X))𝜇

)︂
d𝑡,

where the configuration space is here the set 𝒞 := Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ) of smooth embeddings from ℬ
to ℰ and the path of configurations 𝜅̆ is p̆ = (p(𝑡)), or simply p = (p(𝑡)) with a notation abuse.
The Lagrangian density ℓ is here a specific energy. It depends a priori on the coordinates on
the body, X, and on the first jet of p, at least for local systems. Note that conservative body
forces, but also boundary terms such as prescribed pressure (when non holonomic conditions are
satisfied [82, 81, 3, 74, 35]), can be included in the Lagrangian [2].

Remark 1.2. We omit the explicit dependency on time 𝑡 of the Lagrangian density [47]. We will
show in section 2 that this feature is a consequence of general covariance and the assumption of
flatness of spacetime.

Introducing a reference configuration p0 ∈ Emb∞(ℬ, ℰ) and the deformation path 𝜑 = (𝜑(𝑡))
parameterized by time, or simply 𝜑 = (𝜑(𝑡)),

(1.4) 𝜑(𝑡) = p(𝑡) ∘ p−1
0 , Ω0 → Ωp(𝑡),

such that

𝜕𝑡p(𝑡) = 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡) ∘ p0 and F(𝑡) = 𝑇𝜑(𝑡).𝑇p0 = F𝜑(𝑡).F0,

one can recast this integral on the reference configuration. We get

ℒ[p] =
∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

(p0)*
[︀
ℓ (X, 𝑝(𝑡)(X), 𝜕𝑡p(𝑡)(X),F𝜑(𝑡).F0(X))𝜇

]︀)︂
d𝑡

=

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

ℓ
(︀
p−1
0 (x0), 𝜑(𝑡)(x0), 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡)(x0),F𝜑(𝑡).F0(p

−1
0 (x0))

)︀
𝜌0volq

)︂
d𝑡,

where the second equality uses mass conservation (1.1). Usually, one prefers to express the
Lagrangian density on the reference configuration, as a function of the deformation 𝜑 and of its
first jets 𝜕𝑡𝜑 and 𝑇𝜑 = F𝜑, setting

(1.5) 𝐿0

(︀
x0, 𝜑(𝑡,x0), 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡,x0),F𝜑(𝑡,x0)

)︀
:= 𝜌0ℓ

(︀
p−1
0 (x0), 𝜑(𝑡)(x0), 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡)(x0),F𝜑(𝑡)F0(p

−1
0 (x0))

)︀
,

so that

ℒ[p] =
∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

𝐿0(x0, 𝜑(𝑡,x0), 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡,x0),F𝜑(𝑡,x0)) volq

)︂
d𝑡.
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For the sake of conciseness, this expression can be simply written in condensed form

(1.6) ℒ[p] =
∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

𝐿0(x0, 𝜑, 𝜕𝑡𝜑,F𝜑) volq

)︂
d𝑡,

meaning that the constitutive tensors are defined on the reference configuration.

Remark 1.3. Let us emphasize that in definition (1.5) the linear tangent map of the reference
embedding (i.e., the reference deformation gradient),

F0 = 𝑇p0 : 𝑇ℬ → 𝑇Ω0,

is omitted from the left inner arguments of the Lagrangian density 𝐿0. This feature corresponds
to the mechanical choice of defining the material properties through a possibly heterogeneous
mass density 𝜌0 = 𝜌0(x0) and through constitutive tensors fields A = A(x0) on the reference
configuration Ω0 = p0(ℬ). Three such examples are: (𝑖) the kinematic energy density

𝐾
(︀
x0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑

)︀
=

1

2
𝜌0‖𝑉 ‖2,

where 𝑉 = 𝜕𝑡𝜑 is the Lagrangian velocity, (𝑖𝑖) the potential energy density 𝜌0 g · 𝜑, introducing
the gravity g, and (𝑖𝑖𝑖) the (anisotropic) Mooney energy density,

(1.7) 𝑊
(︀
x0,F𝜑

)︀
= tr (AC)− tr (Aq) , on Ω0,

where q is the Euclidean metric, C := 𝜑*q = F⋆𝜑 qF𝜑 is the right Cauchy–Green tensor, and

A is a contravariant second order constitutive tensor. Note that one has A = 𝐴q−1 in the
isotropic case, where 𝐴 is the Mooney (material) parameter [61].

1.2. Natural variations of the Lagrangian. In formula (1.6), it seems forgotten that the
definition of the deformation 𝜑 requires the choice of a reference configuration p0. For a natural
derivation of the configurational forces balance, we prefer to rewrite the Lagrangian so that the
reference configuration p0 acts as a parameter. The dependency on p0 is made explicit thanks
to the pullback of the space integral onto the body ℬ, as
(1.8)

ℒ[p] = ℒ0[𝜑; p0] =

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ
𝐿0

(︀
p0(X), 𝜑(𝑡,p0(X)), 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡, p0(X)),F𝜑(𝑡, p0(X))

)︀
p0
* volq

)︂
d𝑡,

or simply as

(1.9) ℒ[p] = ℒ0[𝜑; p0] =

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ
𝐿0

(︀
p0, 𝜑 ∘ p0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑 ∘ p0,F𝜑 ∘ p0

)︀
p0
* volq

)︂
d𝑡,

where the constitutive tensors are implicitly defined on the reference configuration. From the
previous definition of the Lagrangian (1.9), we can now introduce the corresponding variational
principle by the extremization of the Lagrangian:

(1.10) 𝛿ℒ[p] = 𝛿ℒ0[𝜑; p0] = 𝛿𝜑ℒ0 + 𝛿p0ℒ0 = 𝐷𝜑ℒ0.𝛿𝜑+𝐷p0ℒ0.𝛿p0 = 0 ∀𝛿𝜑, 𝛿p0
where 𝐷𝜑ℒ0.𝛿𝜑 and 𝐷p0ℒ0.𝛿p0 are the variational derivatives with respect to 𝜑 and p0. Let us
denote by ⟨·, ·⟩ the scalar product for the Euclidean metric q on the Euclidean space ℰ . We get
then the following variations of the Lagrangian:

∙ the variation 𝛿𝜑ℒ0 of ℒ0[𝜑; p0] relatively to the path of deformation 𝜑 = (𝜑(𝑡)) is [47]

(1.11) 𝛿𝜑ℒ0 = 𝐷𝜑ℒ0.𝛿𝜑 =

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
− div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
− d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂)︂
· 𝛿𝜑 volq

)︂
d𝑡

+

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
𝜕Ω0

⟨
𝛿𝜑 · 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
,𝑛0

⟩
da0

)︂
d𝑡 +

∫︁
Ω0

[︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝛿𝜑
]︂𝑡1
𝑡0

volq,
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∙ the variation 𝛿p0ℒ0 of ℒ0[𝜑; p0] relatively to the reference configuration p0 is

(1.12) 𝛿p0ℒ0 = 𝐷p0ℒ0.𝛿p0 =∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· (𝜕𝑡F𝜑)− div(𝐿0 I

⋆
3)

)︂
· 𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1 volq

)︂
d𝑡

+

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
𝜕Ω0

𝐿0

⟨︀
𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1,𝑛0

⟩︀
da0

)︂
d𝑡.

The details of the calculations for the variation relative to 𝜑 and p0 are given in Appendix B.
Formally speaking, the proposed approach (already introduced in [94]) provides a rigorous and

geometric interpretation of the so-called horizontal variations introduced in [96] and which leads
to the same result. A key point of our approach it that it clarifies the underlining assumption —
fundamental for the further derivation of the configurational forces balance— that the variation
with respect to the reference configuration is performed at fixed constitutive tensors, defined on
the reference configuration system Ω0 (see Remark 1.3).

1.3. Euler’s Law of the balance of linear momentum. Applying (1.11) for variations 𝛿𝜑
which vanishes on the boundary 𝜕Ω0 and for times 𝑡 = 𝑡0 and 𝑡 = 𝑡1, one gets then that a path of
deformation 𝜑 is a critical point of the Lagrangian ℒ if and only if it satisfies the Euler–Lagrange
equation

(1.13)
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
− div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
− d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
= 0, on Ω0.

where the time derivative
d𝑓

d𝑡
on Ω0 stands for the total derivative

d

d𝑡
𝑓(𝑡,x0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡,x0),F𝜑(𝑡,x0)),

with respect to time 𝑡, and similarly (see Appendix A) div stands for the total divergence, of

components
𝜕

𝜕𝑥𝐽0
𝑇𝑖
𝐽(𝑡,x0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑(𝑡,x0),F𝜑(𝑡,x0)).

In order to avoid cumbersome notations and to clarify its interpretation with mechanical
contents, we introduce the following quantities:

𝑓 :=
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
, (Exterior force density),

𝑝 :=
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
=
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑉
, (Linear momentum density),

P̂ := − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇𝜑
= − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
, (First Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor),

𝑉 := 𝜕𝑡𝜑, (Lagrangian velocity).

of components 𝑓𝑖, 𝑝𝑖, 𝑃𝑖
𝐽 and 𝑉 𝑖, respectively. The Euler–Lagrange equation (1.13) recasts then

as the balance of linear momentum of Classical Continuum Mechanics,

(1.14) div P̂+ 𝑓 =
d𝑝

d𝑡
, on Ω0.

The total energy density 𝐸0 = 𝐸0(𝑡,x0) of the system on the reference configuration Ω0, is
defined as the Legendre transform of the Lagrangian 𝐿0. It is written as

(1.15) 𝐸0 :=
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑− 𝐿0 = 𝑝 · 𝑉 − 𝐿0.

We have thus

d𝐸0

d𝑡
=

d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑+

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
· 𝜕𝑡2𝜑− d𝐿0

d𝑡

=

{︂
d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
−
(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑

)︂}︂
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑−

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
: 𝜕𝑡𝑇𝜑− 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑡
.
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Hence, along a critical path 𝜑 (which satisfies the Euler-Lagrange equations (1.13)), we get

d𝐸0

d𝑡
= −div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑−

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
: 𝜕𝑡𝑇𝜑− 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑡
.

Now, using the equality

div

(︂
𝜕𝑡𝜑 · 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
= div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑+

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
: 𝜕𝑡𝑇𝜑,

one gets

(1.16)
d𝐸0

d𝑡
+ div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑

)︂
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑡
= 0, on Ω0,

which recasts as the Classical Continuum Mechanics balance for the total energy density

(1.17)
d𝐸0

d𝑡
= div

(︀
𝑉 P̂

)︀
,

when the Lagrangian density 𝐿0 does not depend explicitly on time 𝑡.

Remark 1.4. Here, we can recall the straightforward consequences of the well-known Noether’s
theorem [64] for Classical Continuum Mechanics [47, Section 5.5] (see also [49, 42]). This allows
to recover the balance of linear momentum (1.14) from the spatial translation invariance of the
Lagrangian. Similarly, one recovers the balance of angular momentum (i.e., the symmetry of
the Cauchy stress tensor), from the invariance by rotation of the Lagrangian.

1.4. Recovering the balance equation of Configurational forces. There are several ways
to derive the balance of configurational forces in the literature [58, 55, 23, 31, 88]. Here, we
propose a new one, in the framework of the Intrinsic Lagrangian Formulation of Continuum
Mechanics of Noll [66, 68] and Rougée [76, 78, 77, 79]: we derive it simply as a critical point of
the Lagrangian ℒ0[𝜑; p0] defined in (1.3) (expressed on the body ℬ and in which the reference
configuration p0 acts explicitly as a parameter). Such a critical point is a couple deformation
path/reference configuration (𝜑, p0) which satisfies the vanishing of both variations

𝛿𝜑ℒ0 = 0, and 𝛿p0ℒ0 = 0.

The first equation leads back to Euler–Lagrange equation (1.13) and to the equilibrium equation
(1.14), whereas the second equation, applied to variations 𝛿p0 which vanish on the boundary
𝜕ℬ, gives, by (1.12),

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· (𝜕𝑡F𝜑)− div(𝐿0 I

⋆) = 0.

By the formula
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇F𝜑 = div

(︂
F⋆𝜑 ·

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
− div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
· F𝜑,

which details, in components, as(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽

(F𝜑)
𝑖
𝐽,𝐾 =

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽

(F𝜑)
𝑖
𝐾,𝐽 =

[︃(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽

(F𝜑)
𝑖
𝐾

]︃
,𝐽

−
(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽

,𝐽

(F𝜑)
𝑖
𝐾 ,

we get
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· (𝜕𝑡F𝜑) =

d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· F𝜑

)︂
− d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
· F𝜑.

We have therefore

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· F𝜑 +

{︂
div

(︂
F⋆𝜑 ·

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
− div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
· F𝜑

}︂
+

{︂
d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· F𝜑

)︂
− d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
· F𝜑

}︂
− div(𝐿0 I

⋆
3) = 0.
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This last equation recasts as

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+

{︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
− div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
− d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂}︂
· F𝜑

+ div

(︂
F⋆𝜑 ·

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
3

)︂
+

d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· F𝜑

)︂
= 0.

Making use of Euler–Lagrange equation (1.13), we obtain finally

(1.18)
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+ div

(︂
F⋆𝜑 ·

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
3

)︂
+

d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· F𝜑

)︂
= 0,

where we have introduced the first Piola–Kirchhoff tensor P̂ = −𝜕𝐿0/𝜕F𝜑 (with components

𝑃𝑖
𝐽 = −𝜕𝐿0/𝜕𝐹

𝑖
𝜑 𝐽), and the linear momentum density covector 𝑝. We end up with the balance

equation

(1.19)
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
− div

(︁
F⋆𝜑 · P̂+ 𝐿0 I

⋆
3

)︁
+

d

d𝑡
(𝑝 · F𝜑) = 0,

which is the configurational forces balance of Classical Continuum Mechanics on Ω0. The second
order tensor

(1.20) B̂ := −𝐿0 I
⋆
3 − F⋆𝜑 · P̂

is the 3D Eshelby stress tensor, a mixed tensor field B̂ : 𝑇 ⋆Ω0 → 𝑇 ⋆Ω0, with components (𝐵𝐼
𝐽),

and defined on the reference configuration.

Remark 1.5. In the particular case of homogeneous Hyperelasticity, the Lagrangian density is
given by (see Remark 1.3)

(1.21) 𝐿0(𝜑,𝑉 ,F𝜑) = 𝐾(𝑉 )−𝑊 (F𝜑) + 𝑓 · 𝜑, 𝐾 =
1

2
𝜌0⟨𝑉 ,𝑉 ⟩,

where 𝐾 is the kinematic energy density and 𝑊 is the hyperelastic energy density. The config-
urational forces balance takes then the common form [16, 58]

(1.22) div B̂+
d

d𝑡
(𝑝 · F𝜑) = 0, where

⎧⎪⎪⎨⎪⎪⎩
B̂ := (𝑊 −𝐾) I⋆3 − F⋆𝜑 · P̂,
P̂ =

𝜕𝑊

𝜕F𝜑
,

𝑝 = 𝜌0𝑉
♭,

and 𝑉 ♭ = q𝑉 is the covariant version of the Lagrangian velocity.

One can also recover the configurational forces balance using the Noether stress–energy tensor
defined in Appendix A (see also [58, 31]). In the present case, the field variable

𝜑 : R× Ω0 → ℰ , (𝑥0
0 = 𝑡, 𝑥0

𝐼) ↦→ (𝑥𝑖 = 𝜑𝑖(𝑡, 𝑥0
𝐼)), 1 ≤ 𝐼 ≤ 3 and 1 ≤ 𝑖 ≤ 3,

is a submersion and we get the 4D Noether–Eshelby tensor (sometimes referred to as spacetime
energy-material momentum tensor or spacetime Eshelby tensor [17, 54, 23]),

B̂BB := T̂TT𝜑 = (𝑇𝜑)⋆ · 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇𝜑
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
4,

with components,

B𝜇𝜈 = (𝑇𝜑)𝑘𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇𝜑

)︂
𝑘

𝜈

− 𝐿0 𝛿𝜇
𝜈 .
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Since (𝑇𝜑)𝑖𝑡 = 𝜕𝑡𝜑
𝑖 and (𝑇𝜑)𝑖𝐽 = (F𝜑)

𝑖
𝐽 , we have in particular

B𝑡𝑡 = 𝜕𝑡𝜑
𝑘 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜕𝑡𝜑𝑘
− 𝐿0 = 𝐸0,

B𝑡𝐼 = 𝜕𝑡𝜑
𝑘

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑘

𝐼

= −𝑉 𝑘𝑃𝑘
𝐼 ,

B𝐼 𝑡 = (F𝜑)
𝑘
𝐼

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜕𝑡𝜑𝑘

)︂
= 𝑝𝑘(F𝜑)

𝑘
𝐼 ,

B𝐼𝐽 = (F𝜑)
𝑘
𝐼

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑘

𝐽

− 𝐿0 𝛿𝐼
𝐽 = −(F⋆𝜑)𝐼

𝑘𝑃𝑘
𝐽 − 𝐿0 𝛿𝐼

𝐽 = 𝐵𝐼
𝐽 .

Therefore, the relations of Appendix A(︁
div B̂BB

)︁
𝑡
= −𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑡
= 0 and

(︁
div B̂BB

)︁
𝐼
= − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑥0𝐼

give back both the energy balance (1.15) and the configurational forces balance (1.22)

(1.23)
d𝐸0

d𝑡
= div(𝑉 · P̂),

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+ div B̂+

d

d𝑡
(𝑝 · F𝜑) = 0,

expressed on the reference configuration.

Remark 1.6. Equations (1.16) and (1.18) can also be written in a general spacetime matrix form.
Let us introduce the 4D divergence, div4𝐷, and the block expression of the energy-momentum
Eshelby tensor (in Lagrangian coordinate system (𝑡,x0))

B̂BB =

⎡⎢⎢⎣
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑− 𝐿0 = (B𝑡𝑡) 𝜕𝑡𝜑.

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
= (B𝑡𝐽)

F⋆𝜑 ·
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
= (B𝐼 𝑡) F⋆𝜑 ·

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
3 = (B𝐼𝐽)

⎤⎥⎥⎦ .
This tensor recasts as

B̂BB =

[︂
𝐸0 −𝑉 · P̂

𝑝 · F𝜑 B̂

]︂
,

using the definitions of subsection 1.3, and where B̂ is the 3D Eshelby stress tensor. We have
thus

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
+ div4𝐷 B̂BB = 0,

where
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
=

[︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑡

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0

]︂
,

and
div4𝐷 B̂BB =

[︀
B𝑡𝜈 ,𝜈 B𝐼𝜈 ,𝜈

]︀
,

where Greek indices 𝜇, 𝜈, . . . run from 0 for time to 3 (where 0 stands for 𝑡) and Latin indices
𝐼, 𝐽, . . . run from 1 to 3.

2. Relativistic variational elastodynamics

In General Relativity, the Universe is assumed to be a 4D orientable manifold ℳ, endowed
with an hyperbolic metric 𝑔, of signature (−,+,+,+). Its pseudo-Riemannian volume form is
denoted by vol𝑔 and written as

(2.1)
√︁
− det(𝑔𝜇𝜈) d𝑥

0 ∧ d𝑥1 ∧ d𝑥2 ∧ d𝑥3,

in any given system of local coordinates (𝑥𝜇). Unlike Classical Mechanics, where the spatial
space ℰ is equipped with a fixed Euclidean metric q, the metric 𝑔 is not fixed but is itself a field
variable which is influenced by the presence of matter or electromagnetic energy. In the present
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case, where we are only interested by matter and not by electromagnetism, we represent this
“perfect matter”, like Souriau [83, 84, 85, 36], by a smooth vector valued function

Ψ : ℳ → 𝑉,

defined on the 4D Universe ℳ and with values in a three-dimensional vector space 𝑉 . This 3D
vector space encodes possible labels for material points and Ψ is called a perfect matter field. We
assume therefore that there is a 3D compact orientable manifold with boundary ℬ ⊂ 𝑉 , called
the body (see Figure 1) and endowed with a 3D volume form 𝜇 ∈ Ω3(ℬ), the mass measure [32].
The mass measure on ℬ encodes the density of matter particles and as in 3D Classical Continuum
Mechanics [91, 66, 67, 68], the integral

𝑚 =

∫︁
ℬ
𝜇

is interpreted as the total mass of matter under study.
It is further assumed that each perfect matter field Ψ is a submersion on 𝒲 := Ψ−1(ℬ),

meaning that the linear tangent map 𝑇Ψ : 𝑇𝒲 → 𝑇𝑉 is of rank 3 at each point of 𝒲. Hence,
the sets Ψ−1(X), X ∈ ℬ, are one-dimensional submanifolds of ℳ called particle World lines.
The set 𝒲 ⊂ ℳ is fibered by these particle World lines and referred to as the matter World
tube.

<latexit sha1_base64="FladEVmCXSUXcJPyeWNOkumVQTM="></latexit>•
<latexit sha1_base64="5LkDGf3Of156QRwPxZIAQyE3wgI="></latexit>m

<latexit sha1_base64="eSnanK4qf2JSXS0n7zkaRHk5L4c="></latexit>

P(m)
<latexit sha1_base64="mL4eVracN5hs2S5ALzLFl1xgMDw="></latexit>

V

<latexit sha1_base64="XUhIoxhmqzKE4j7kBNWo9J7b41c="></latexit>

 �1(X)

<latexit sha1_base64="FladEVmCXSUXcJPyeWNOkumVQTM="></latexit>•
<latexit sha1_base64="m2nRA9IKqPi0/Pjx/MoFcW7EpEE="></latexit>

X

<latexit sha1_base64="O10rDmf9/qYDauD9rw/w1ivda4c="></latexit>

W =  �1(B)
<latexit sha1_base64="gRLQdQnBPwWsF02Rd8ndmhPrQnk="></latexit>→ Universe M

<latexit sha1_base64="WNPo8V9dXL+MD6c5GUtUKgI9BTY="></latexit>

body B
<latexit sha1_base64="Yvc/IWAED58LqVx0M1dzztWTYE0="></latexit>

matter field!

<latexit sha1_base64="seROI0Dz5rKxBG4RLsFMFhoavBs="></latexit>

World tube

Figure 1. The World tube 𝒲 = Ψ−1(ℬ) fibered by the particle World lines Ψ−1(X).

Remark 2.1. It is worth mentioning that the point of view is here reverse to the one of Classical
Continuum Mechanics of solids, in which a configuration is an embedding p: ℬ → ℰ of the body
ℬ into the 3D space ℰ . A key difference is that, in Classical Continuum Mechanics, p and its
tangent map F = 𝑇p: 𝑇ℬ → 𝑇ℰ , are invertible, whereas here, the matter field Ψ and its tangent
map 𝑇Ψ are not.

The pullback by Ψ of the mass measure 𝜇 on the body ℬ
Ψ*𝜇 = (𝜇 ∘Ψ)(𝑇Ψ·, 𝑇Ψ·, 𝑇Ψ·)

is a 3-form defined on the 4D World tube 𝒲. Since Ψ is assumed to be a submersion, there
exists a nowhere vanishing vector field 𝐽mat on 𝒲, such that

(2.2) Ψ*𝜇 = 𝑖𝐽matvol𝑔 = 𝐽mat · vol𝑔,
where 𝑖𝐽mat is the interior product (or left contraction) of 𝐽mat with the 4-form vol𝑔. This vector
field 𝐽mat is the current of matter [83] (it spans the one-dimensional kernel of the tangent map
𝑇Ψ).

To describe perfect matter, it is furthermore assumed that 𝐽mat is timelike, i.e. that

𝑔(𝐽mat,𝐽mat) < 0 on 𝒲,
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and induces therefore a time orientation on 𝒲. The rest mass density is defined as

(2.3) 𝜌𝑟 :=
√︀

−𝑔(𝐽mat,𝐽mat), 𝐽mat = 𝜌𝑟𝑈 ,

where𝑈 is a unit timelike vector field on theWorld tube (𝑔(𝑈 ,𝑈) = −1). Since (div𝑔 𝐽mat)vol𝑔 =
dΨ*𝜇 = Ψ*d𝜇 = 0, mass conservation takes the form

div𝑔 𝐽mat = div𝑔(𝜌𝑟𝑈) = 0 on 𝒲.

2.1. Relativistic variational calculus. Souriau’s formulation of Relativistic Hyperelastic-
ity [83, 85] is described by the following Lagrangian,

ℒ[𝑔,Ψ] = ℋ[𝑔] + ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ],

where

ℋ[𝑔] =

∫︁
1

2𝜅
(𝑅𝑔(𝑚)− 2Λ) vol𝑔.

is the Hilbert-Einstein functional which described inertia and gravitation, 𝑅𝑔 is the scalar cur-
vature, Λ is the cosmological constant, and 𝜅 = 8𝜋𝐺/𝑐4 is the Einstein constant, function of the
gravitational constant 𝐺 and the speed of light 𝑐. The additional term ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ], represents
perfect matter and is the source of the gravitational field.

A Lagrangian ℒ[𝑔,Ψ] is general covariant if

ℒ[𝜙*𝑔, 𝜙*Ψ] = ℒ[𝑔,Ψ],

for all (local) diffeomorphism 𝜙. When a Lagrangian ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ] is local and its density depends
only on the 0 jet of 𝑔 and the first jet of Ψ, it is written as

(2.4) ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ] =

∫︁
𝐿(𝑚, 𝑔𝑚,Ψ(𝑚), 𝑇𝑚Ψ) vol𝑔,

and general covariance implies that

(2.5) 𝐿(𝑚,A(𝑚)⋆𝑔𝜙(𝑚)A(𝑚),Ψ(𝜙(𝑚)), 𝑇𝜙(𝑚)Ψ.A(𝑚)) = 𝐿(𝜙(𝑚), 𝑔𝜙(𝑚),Ψ(𝜙(𝑚)), 𝑇𝜙(𝑚)Ψ),

for all 𝑚 ∈ ℳ, where A(𝑚) = 𝑇𝑚𝜙 is the tangent map of the local diffeomorphism 𝜙. In
particular, one can deduce that 𝐿 does not depend explicitly on 𝑚 in that case. It was moreover
proven by Souriau [83, 85], the following result.

Theorem 2.2 (Souriau, 1958). Suppose that the Lagrangian

ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ] =

∫︁
𝐿(𝑔𝑚,Ψ(𝑚), 𝑇𝑚Ψ)vol𝑔,

is general covariant. Then, its Lagrangian density 𝐿 can be recast as

(2.6) 𝐿(𝑔𝑚,Ψ(𝑚), 𝑇𝑚Ψ) = 𝐿𝑔𝑐(Ψ(𝑚),K(𝑚)),

for some function 𝐿𝑔𝑐, and where

(2.7) K := (𝑇Ψ) 𝑔−1(𝑇Ψ)⋆

has been called the conformation by Souriau.

The conformation is a vector valued function K : ℳ → S2𝑉 , where S2𝑉 is the vector space
of symmetric contravariant second-order tensors on 𝑉 . Since ker𝑇𝑚Ψ is timelike everywhere,
K(𝑚) is positive definite for all 𝑚 ∈ 𝒲. We will see in section 3 how the conformation K is
related to the inverse of the right Cauchy-Green tensor of Classical Continuum Mechanics.

Remark 2.3. For the sake of brevity in variations calculations, we will next write the Lagrangian
density as 𝐿(𝑔,Ψ, 𝑇Ψ) rather than 𝐿𝑔𝑐(Ψ,K).
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2.2. Variations relative to the matter field and the Noether stress–energy tensor.
The first variation 𝛿Ψℒ = 0 with respect to the matter field, the vector-valued function Ψ, of
the Lagrangian

ℒ[𝑔,Ψ] = ℋ[𝑔] +

∫︁
𝐿(𝑔𝑚,Ψ(𝑚), 𝑇𝑚Ψ) vol𝑔,

leads to the Euler–Lagrange equation

(2.8) ELΨ :=
𝜕𝐿

𝜕Ψ
− div𝑔

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇Ψ

)︂
= 0, (ELΨ)𝐼 :=

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕Ψ

)︂
𝐼

−
(︂

𝜕𝐿

𝜕(𝑇Ψ)

)︂
𝐼

𝜇

;𝜇

= 0.

Remark 2.4. In Gauge Theory [6], in which the matter field 𝜓 is the particle wave function of
Quantum Mechanics, the variational equation 𝛿𝜓ℒ = 0 corresponds to the wave equation such
as the Klein–Gordon equation (the relativist version of the Schrödinger equation for spinless
particles), or the Dirac equation for spin 1/2 particles.

Assuming that Ψ is a submersion, which is one of the main hypothesis in the theory of perfect
matter, the Euler–Lagrange equation (2.8) is equivalent to the equation

div𝑔 T̂TTΨ = 0,

by theorem A.1, where

T̂TTΨ := (𝑇Ψ)⋆ · 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇Ψ
− 𝐿 I⋆4, TΨ𝜇

𝜈 = (𝑇Ψ)𝐼𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇Ψ

)︂
𝐼

𝜈

− 𝐿𝛿𝜇
𝜈 ,

is the Noether stress-energy tensor.

2.3. Variations relative to the metric and the Hilbert stress–energy tensor. Besides
the Noether stress–energy tensor, another stress–energy tensor was introduced by Hilbert in the
context of General Relativity [29]. It is formulated using the variational derivative with respect
to the metric 𝑔 and defined as

(2.9) TTTH := −2
𝛿ℒmat

𝛿𝑔
,

when the variational derivative 𝛿ℒ/𝛿𝑔 is a regular distribution. This tensor TTTH, that we shall
call the Hilbert-stress–energy tensor, is a contravariant second order tensor field, contrary to the

Noether stress–energy tensor T̂TTΨ, defined in subsection 2.2 as a mixed tensor field. It is the
source term in the Einstein equation

2𝜅
𝛿ℋ
𝛿𝑔

= Ein♯𝑔 + Λ 𝑔−1 = 𝜅TTTH,

obtained as the variational stationary equation 𝛿𝑔ℒ = 0 for the full Lagrangian ℒ[𝑔,Ψ]. Here

Ein♯𝑔 = 𝑔−1

(︂
Ric𝑔 −

1

2
𝑅𝑔 𝑔

)︂
𝑔−1

is the contravariant form of the Einstein tensor and Ric𝑔 the Ricci tensor. A direct consequence
of the general covariance of the Hilbert-Einstein functional ℋ is that [64]

div𝑔(Ein♯𝑔 + Λ 𝑔−1) = 0,

where div𝑔 is the divergence with respect to the Universe metric 𝑔. It implies the conservation
law [9, 93]

(2.10) div𝑔TTTH = 0,

for every solution of the Einstein equation, and is a relativistic extension of the Classical Con-
tinuum Mechanics equilibrium equation (1.14).
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Remark 2.5. The impressive observation is that for a general covariant Lagrangian ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ],
with density 𝐿𝑔𝑐(Ψ(𝑚),K(𝑚)), we get

T̂TTΨ = 𝑔TTTH,

Therefore, in the case of general covariant Lagrangian describing perfect matter (see Appen-
dix A), we have

(2.11) 𝛿Ψℒ = 0 ⇐⇒ ELΨ = 0 ⇐⇒ div𝑔 T̂TTΨ = 0 ⇐⇒ div𝑔TTTH = 0 ⇐⇒ 𝛿𝑔ℒ = 0,

since the metric is parallel, and 𝛿Ψℒ = 0 does not lead to a new equation.

3. Introduction of an observer

In General Relativity, there is no intrinsic definition of space and time. In order to connect
the relativistic framework with the classical one (a Galilean structure on ℳ [39, 40]), we need
first to introduce a time function 𝑡 on ℳ. This time function is assumed to have a timelike
gradient everywhere (and is thus a submersion). It is usually interpreted as the introduction of
an observer. When such a function exists, it allows to define a spacetime structure or (3 + 1)-
structure on ℳ (see [7, 44, 18, 45, 19, 1, 95, 21]). This structure corresponds to a foliation of
ℳ by spacelike hypersurfaces

ℰ𝑡 :=
{︀
𝑚 ∈ ℳ; 𝑡(𝑚) = 𝑡

}︀
.

The unit timelike normal 𝑁 to ℰ𝑡 is defined as

(3.1) 𝑁 := −𝒩 gradg 𝑡, 𝒩 :=
(︀
−𝑔
(︀
gradg 𝑡, gradg 𝑡

)︀)︀−1/2
,

where 𝒩 is called the lapse function [1, 21] and the gradient is relative to the metric 𝑔. The
minus sign is chosen so that the quadrivector 𝑁 is future-oriented, meaning that the value of 𝑡
increases along the flow curves of 𝑁 .

We shall introduce the 3D submanifolds of the World tube 𝜔𝑡 := 𝒲 ∩ ℰ𝑡 and denote by Ψ𝑡,
the restriction of Ψ to 𝜔𝑡. Here, the submanifolds 𝜔𝑡, parameterized by time 𝑡 play the same
role as the configuration systems in Classical Continuum Mechanics, see Figure 2. Since we have
assumed that Ψ is a submersion and that ker𝑇Ψ is timelike, the tangent map 𝑇Ψ𝑡 : 𝑇𝜔𝑡 → 𝑇ℬ
is invertible. In practice, there is no obstruction to assume that Ψ𝑡 : 𝜔𝑡 → ℬ is moreover a
diffeomorphism.

<latexit sha1_base64="KoCHx8QTH2GI2QxPqh9bUXHeGnI="></latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="FOdADZa1g8jedwBFH+H4jFWIgfc="></latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="lGJOQPeWeF1eU1OyDPnnUcAAoRY="></latexit>
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<latexit sha1_base64="POnDVynZXHb1zbZilr5Y1BZx2ek="></latexit>

W ⇢ M
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Figure 2. The foliation of the World tube 𝒲 by spacelike hypersurfaces 𝜔𝑡.
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The orthogonal decomposition with respect to 𝑁 of the unit timelike quadrivector 𝑈 (defined
by (2.3)) is written as

(3.2) 𝑈 = 𝛾
(︁
𝑁 +

𝑢

𝑐

)︁
, 𝑔(𝑁 ,𝑢) = 0.

It allows to define the (generalized) Lorentz factor 𝛾 as the scalar product [21]

(3.3) 𝛾 := −𝑔(𝑈 ,𝑁) =
1√︁

1− ‖𝑢‖2𝑔
𝑐2

,

and to interpret 𝑢 as the relativistic 3D Eulerian velocity [85, 36]. Furthermore, from 𝑇Ψ.𝑈 = 0,
we get that

𝑇Ψ.
(︁
𝑁 +

𝑢

𝑐

)︁
= 0, with 𝑇Ψ.𝑁 = −𝒩𝜕𝑡Ψ,

and we obtain the following expression for the relativistic Eulerian velocity,

(3.4) 𝑢 = − 1

𝒩 𝑇Ψ−1
𝑡 .𝜕𝑡Ψ.

3.1. Static spacetimes. In order to make closer the connection with Classical Continuum
Mechanics, we choose first to adopt the passive matter hypothesis, meaning that the presence of
a continuous medium/structure does not affect the Universe metric 𝑔, which can then be assumed
as given solution of the Einstein equations in the vacuum (a so-called exterior solution). We
shall assume moreover that this metric 𝑔 is static [46, 28, 60, 62], which means that

(1) there exists a Killing vector field 𝑀 on the Universe (i.e. L𝑀 𝑔 = 0) which is timelike
everywhere (stationary metric à la Lichnerowicz [46]),

(2) and moreover that 𝑀 = − gradg 𝑡 = −𝑔−1d𝑡 is the gradient (with respect to the metric
𝑔) of a time function 𝑡, the minus sign making it future oriented.

In that case, the flow of the vector field 𝑀 acts as a one-parameter sub-group 𝐺 of isometries
for the metric 𝑔 (which could be interpreted as time translations). We will make the following
further global hypotheses which seem reasonable for our purpose (some of the following assertions
may be redundant, see [27] and bibliography herein for more details on stationary and static
spacetimes):

(1) The Killing vector field 𝑀 is complete, meaning that integral curves are all defined on
(−∞,+∞);

(2) The one-parameter subgroup 𝐺 generated by the flow of 𝑀 acts freely on ℳ;
(3) Each integral curve of 𝑀 is a line (not a circle) and intersects each hypersurface ℰ𝑡 in

one and only one point;
(4) 𝐺 permutes the 3D hypersurfaces ℰ𝑡.

The quotient space ℰ := ℳ/𝐺 is a smooth three-dimensional manifold, which can be in-
terpreted as the 3D space of Classical Mechanics. Moreover, under our global hypothesis, the
following map

(3.5) 𝜏 : ℳ → R× ℰ , 𝑚→ (𝑡(𝑚), 𝜋(𝑚))

where 𝜋 : ℳ → ℰ is the canonical projection map, is a diffeomorphism which allows to trivialize
the universe as a global spacetime i.e., (3+1)-structure.

The Universe metric 𝑔 induces then a —not necessarily flat— Riemannian metric 𝑔 on the
quotient space ℰ such that the canonical projection

(3.6) 𝜋 : (ℳ, 𝑔) → (ℰ , 𝑔)
is a Riemannian submersion [20]. In particular, its restriction to each 3D submanifold 𝜋 : ℰ𝑡 → ℰ
is a Riemannian isometry.

Given a static metric 𝑔, it is always possible to find a local coordinate system (𝑥𝜇) such that

(3.7)
𝜕𝑔𝜇𝜈
𝜕𝑥0

= 0, and 𝑔0𝑖 = 0 (1 ≤ 𝑖 ≤ 3).
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In practice, such a coordinate system is introduced a priori [62] and is chosen such that the time
function is 𝑡 = 𝑥0/𝑐, where 𝑐 is the speed of light. The spacelike hypersurfaces ℰ𝑡 correspond
thus to the level sets 𝑥0 = 𝑐𝑡. By (3.1), the lapse function is then 𝒩 =

√−𝑔00 and

𝜕

𝜕𝑥0
=

1

𝑐

𝜕

𝜕𝑡
= 𝒩 𝑁 .

so that the metric can be expressed as

𝑔 = −𝑁 ♭ ⊗𝑁 ♭ + g = −𝒩 2𝑐2d𝑡2 + g, g𝑁 = 0,

where g = 𝑔𝑖𝑗d𝑥
𝑖d𝑥𝑗 is the spatial part of 𝑔. Finally, the 4D volume form associated to the

Universe metric 𝑔 can be expressed as

vol𝑔 = −𝑁 ♭ ∧ volg = 𝒩 𝑐 d𝑡 ∧ volg, where volg := 𝑖𝑁vol𝑔.

Note that volg is a time independent volume form on each spatial hypersurface ℰ𝑡.
Examples of static spacetimes (satisfying our global hypotheses) are given by the flatMinkowski

spacetime and the (exterior) Schwarzschild spacetime (to take account of gravity, as in [36]).

Example 3.1 (The Schwarzschild spacetime). It was formulated in [80] to describe the grav-
itational field around a spherical celestial object such as the sun and used to prove the first
experimental confirmations of General relativity. The Schwarzschild metric can be expressed as

𝑔 = −𝒩 (𝑟) 𝑐2d𝑡2 + 𝑘(𝑟)q,

{︃
q = 𝛿𝑖𝑗d𝑥

𝑖d𝑥𝑗 ,

𝑟 =
√︀
𝛿𝑖𝑗𝑥𝑖𝑥𝑗 ,

where g = 𝑘(𝑟)q is conformal to the Euclidean metric in the Cartesian isotropic coordinates
(𝑥0 = 𝑐𝑡, 𝑥𝑖). The associated 4D volume form on ℳ is

vol𝑔 = 𝒩𝑘
3
2 𝑐d𝑡 ∧ volq,

and we refer to [62, 36] for the corresponding expressions of the lapse function 𝒩 = 𝒩 (𝑟) and
of the conformal factor 𝑘 = 𝑘(𝑟). Let us simply recall that [62]

(3.8) 𝒩 = 1− 1

𝑐2
𝐺𝑀

𝑟0
+𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐4

)︂
≈ 1, 𝑘 = 1 +

2

𝑐2
𝐺𝑀

𝑟0
+𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐4

)︂
≈ 1,

at the surface of a planet of mass 𝑀 and of radius 𝑟0, where 𝐺 is the gravitational constant and
𝑐 the speed of light.

Example 3.2 (The Minkowski spacetime). It corresponds to Special Relativity, which is defined
as the affine space R4 endowed with the flat Lorentzian metric

𝑔 = 𝜂 := −𝑐2d𝑡2 + q,

where g = q = 𝛿𝑖𝑗d𝑥
𝑖d𝑥𝑗 is the Euclidean metric, and the lapse function is 𝒩 = 1. In that

case, the Killing field is 𝑀 = 𝜕
𝜕𝑡 and the 3D quotient space ℰ = ℳ/𝐺 is endowed with the

Riemannian metric 𝑔 = q. The 4D volume form on ℳ is then given by

vol𝑔 = vol𝜂 = 𝑐d𝑡 ∧ volq.

Here 𝑀 = 𝜕
𝜕𝑡 and 𝐺 corresponds really to times translations, and the quotient space (ℰ , 𝑔)

corresponds to the affine Euclidean space of Classical Continuum Mechanics with 𝑔 = q. In that
case, the trivialization 𝜏 is a Riemannian isometry between (ℳ, 𝜂) and the product manifold

(R,−𝑐2d𝑡2)× (ℰ ,q).
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3.2. The observer as a matter field. Following Souriau [85, Section 39], when a static
spacetime is involved, it is pertinent to give a more precise definition of an “observer”, not only
as a time function (as it seems common in General Relativity), but as a special —observer—
perfect matter field Ψ0, “linked” with the spacetime structure induced by the time function 𝑡.
More precisely, we introduce such a matter field as a vector valued function Ψ0 : ℳ → 𝑉 which
satisfies moreover

L𝑀 Ψ0 = 0,

where 𝑀 = − gradg 𝑡 is the Killing vector defining the static spacetime structure. This “ob-
server” (which can be assimilated as the laboratory) is thus synchronized with the time function
𝑡 (its proper time coincides with 𝑡), since 𝑇Ψ0. grad

g 𝑡 = 0. The world lines of Ψ0 coincide with
the flow lines of 𝑀 . In that case, Ψ0 induces a diffeomorphism

Ψ0 : ℰ → 𝑉, such that Ψ0 = Ψ0 ∘ 𝜋,
in such a way that the following diagram commutes

ℳ
𝜋
��

Ψ0 // 𝑉

ℰ Ψ0

FF

In this framework, we can then propose a relativistic generalization of the Classical Continuum
Mechanics reference embedding

p0 := Ψ
−1
0 : ℬ → ℰ ,

which corresponds to the diagram

ℳ
𝜋
��

Ψ0 // 𝑉

p0wwℰ
Then, in accordance with classical 3D notations, we shall introduce

Ω0 := p0(ℬ) ⊂ ℰ ,
interpreted as the reference configuration system embedded in the three-dimensional Riemannian
manifold (ℰ , 𝑔), and

F0 := 𝑇p0,

the linear tangent map of p0 = Ψ0
−1

.

Remark 3.3. In practice, it is often assumed that the restriction of the observer matter field Ψ0

to the spacelike hypersurface ℰ𝑡0 coincides with Ψ𝑡0 at some “initial date” 𝑡 = 𝑡0. In that case
we get

Ω0 = 𝜋(𝜔𝑡0).

3.3. Effective matter fields and relativistic deformation. The choice of an observer mat-
ter field Ψ0, and the induced diffeomorphism p0 = Ψ0

−1
: 𝑉 → ℰ , allows to replace the field

variable Ψ: ℳ → 𝑉 by the field variable ̃︀Ψ: ℳ → ℰ [85], where

(3.9) ̃︀Ψ := p0 ∘Ψ,
is called the effective matter field. It is defined on the 4D Universe ℳ but with values in the
3D manifold ℰ , instead of the vector space 𝑉 for Ψ.

Remark 3.4. There is an apparent complexification of the problem since 𝑉 is assumed to be a
vector space but ℰ is only a manifold. Note however, that if we can assume that Ψ0 : ℰ → 𝑉
is a diffeomorphism, then ℰ inherits the structure of an affine space. This remark is important

since we deal with a new variable ̃︀Ψ of a variational calculus.
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The restriction of the effective matter field ̃︀Ψ to the open subset 𝜔𝑡 of ℰ𝑡̃︀Ψ𝑡 : 𝜔𝑡 → Ω0 = p0(ℬ), ̃︀Ψ𝑡 := p0 ∘Ψ𝑡,

is a diffeomorphism. It allows us to define the relativistic three-dimensional deformation 𝜑 =
(𝜑𝑡 = 𝜑(𝑡)), parameterized by time 𝑡, and given by

(3.10) 𝜑𝑡 : Ω0 → Ω𝑡 := 𝜋(𝜔𝑡), 𝜑𝑡 := 𝜋 ∘ ̃︀Ψ−1
𝑡 ,

The 3D submanifolds of ℰ ,
Ω𝑡 = 𝜋(𝜔𝑡) and Ω0 = 𝜋(𝜔𝑡0)

correspond to the deformed and reference configuration systems of Continuum Mechanics (or
Ωp(𝑡) and Ω0 in section 1). Similarly, the mapping p = (p𝑡 = p(𝑡)), parameterized by time,

(3.11) p𝑡 := 𝜋 ∘Ψ−1
𝑡 : ℬ → Ω𝑡 ⊂ ℰ

is an embedding, interpreted in Continuum Mechanics as the embedding of the body ℬ into the
Euclidean space (ℰ ,q). The mappings p and 𝜑 are linked by the relation

𝜑𝑡 = p𝑡 ∘ p−1
0 ,

identical to (1.4) for Classical Continuum Mechanics, where p0 = Ψ0
−1

can be interpreted as a
reference configuration.

Remark 3.5. Assuming that the restriction of the observer field Ψ0 to the spacelike hypersurface
𝜔𝑡0 coincides at an initial time 𝑡 = 𝑡0 with Ψ𝑡0 , we get the common identities of Classical
Continuum Mechanics,

p𝑡0 = p0, Ω𝑡0 = Ω0 and 𝜑𝑡0 = id,

but in a relativistic framework.

The corresponding linear tangent maps are given by

F := 𝑇p𝑡 : 𝑇ℬ → 𝑇Ω𝑡, F𝜑 := 𝑇𝜑𝑡 : 𝑇Ω0 → 𝑇Ω𝑡,

and we have

F−1 = 𝑇Ψ𝑡, F𝜑 = FF−1
0 = (𝑇 ̃︀Ψ𝑡)

−1,

so that F𝜑 appears as a relativistic version of the so-called deformation gradient in Classical
Continuum Mechanics.

One can furthermore introduce a relativistic four-dimensional deformation Φ as

(3.12) Φ: R× Ω0 → R× ℰ , (𝑡,x0) ↦→ (𝑡,x) = Φ(𝑡,x0) = (𝑡, 𝜑𝑡(x0)),

which might be seen as a diffeomorphism between open subsets of ℳ, using the trivializa-
tion (3.5). Since ̃︀Ψ(𝑡, 𝜑𝑡(x0)) = x0, ∀𝑡 ∈ R, ∀x0 ∈ Ω0,

by the very definition of 𝜑𝑡 and using the trivialization (3.5), we get that

Φ−1(𝑡,x) = (𝑡, ̃︀Ψ𝑡(x)),

and, in time-space block notation,

(3.13) 𝑇Φ =

[︂
1 0
𝜕𝑡𝜑 F𝜑

]︂
=

[︂
1 0

−F𝜑.(𝜕𝑡̃︀Ψ) ∘ Φ F𝜑

]︂
since

𝜕𝑡̃︀Ψ(𝑡, 𝜑𝑡(x0)) + (𝑇 ̃︀Ψ𝑡)𝜕𝑡𝜑 = 0 and 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ𝑡.F𝜑 = I3.

By (3.4), we get the following equivalent expressions of the relativistic Eulerian velocity

𝑢(𝑡) = − 1

𝒩 𝑇Ψ−1
𝑡 .𝜕𝑡Ψ = − 1

𝒩 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ−1
𝑡 .𝜕𝑡̃︀Ψ =

1

𝒩 𝜕𝑡𝜑 ∘ Φ−1,

either in terms of the matter field Ψ, the effective matter field ̃︀Ψ, or the deformation 𝜑.
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Introducing the (relativistic) Lagrangian velocity 𝑉 := 𝜕𝑡𝜑, we shall summarize the notions
of relativistic Eulerian and of Lagrangian velocities with the following diagram

𝑇Ω0

F𝜑 //

��

𝑇Ω𝑡

��
Ω0

𝑉
<<

𝜑𝑡 // Ω𝑡

𝒩𝑢(𝑡)

[[

which shows that the deformation 𝜑𝑡, its tangent map F𝜑 = 𝑇𝜑𝑡, the Lagrangian and Eulerian
velocitiesV = 𝜕𝑡𝜑 and𝒩𝑢 are the relativistic generalization of the same classical notions. Recall
that 𝒩 = 1 for Minkowski spacetime and that 𝒩 ≈ 1 (by Schwarzschild lapse function (3.8)) at
the surface of a planet.

3.4. Effective conformation. To make a closer link with Classical Continuum Mechanics,
Souriau has further introduced the effective conformation [85, §39]

(3.14) ̃︀K := (𝑇 ̃︀Ψ) 𝑔−1(𝑇 ̃︀Ψ)⋆, ℳ → S2𝑇 ⋆ℰ .
We have then ̃︀K = 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ𝑡

(︂
g♯ − 1

𝑐2
𝑢⊗ 𝑢

)︂
(𝑇 ̃︀Ψ𝑡)

⋆,

and

(3.15) ̃︀K ∘ Φ = F−1
𝜑

(︂
𝑔−1 − 1

𝒩 2𝑐2
𝑉 ⊗ 𝑉

)︂
F−⋆
𝜑 = (F⋆𝜑 𝑔F𝜑)

−1 −𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐2

)︂
,

which is defined on R× Ω0.

Remark 3.6. Assuming that the observer matter field Ψ0 and the matter field Ψ coincide at an
initial date 𝑡 = 𝑡0 on the spacelike manifold 𝜔𝑡0 , we have 𝜑(𝑡 = 𝑡0) = id and F𝜑(𝑡 = 𝑡0) = I3, so
that ̃︀K(𝑡 = 𝑡0) = 𝑔−1 +𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐2

)︂
.

This last expression allows us to recognize F⋆𝜑 𝑔F𝜑 as the right Cauchy–Green tensor, when
𝒩 = 𝑘 = 1 and 𝑔 = q is the Euclidean metric. This is the case in Special Relativity. For this
reason, the second order time dependent covariant tensor field

(3.16) C := ̃︀K−1∘ Φ,
defined on R×Ω0 can be considered as the relativistic generalization of the right Cauchy–Green
tensor for more general static spacetime (satisfying our global hypothesis of subsection 3.1).

3.5. Mass conservation for static spacetimes. In a static spacetime, the metric 𝑔 can be
written as

𝑔 = −𝒩 2𝑐2d𝑡2 + g,

where 𝒩 is the laps function, and g is the 3D Riemannian metric on the spatial hypersurfaces.
The 4D volume form on ℳ is written thus as

vol𝑔 = 𝒩 𝑐 d𝑡 ∧ volg.

Since 𝜋 : (ℳ, 𝑔) → (ℰ , 𝑔) is a Riemannian submersion and ker𝑇𝜋 is generated by grad 𝑡, we have
that 𝜋⋆𝑔 = g and 𝜋⋆vol𝑔 = volg, where 𝑔 is the induced Riemannian metric on ℰ .

The quadrivelocity 𝑈 defined in (2.3), and the Lorentz factor 𝛾, defined in (3.3), are given
respectively by

𝑈 =
𝛾

𝑐

(︂
1

𝒩
𝜕

𝜕𝑡
+ 𝑢

)︂
, and 𝛾 =

1√︁
1− ‖𝑢‖2g

𝑐2

.

The relativistic mass density is defined as [36]

(3.17) 𝜌 := 𝜌𝑟𝛾,
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where 𝜌𝑟 was defined as the rest mass density and related to the current of matter (2.2) by (2.3).

Introducing a reference embedding p0 = Ψ
−1
0 : ℬ → ℰ , we get

(p0)*𝜇 = 𝜌0vol𝑔,

where the reference mass density 𝜌0 = 𝜌0(x0) is defined on the reference configuration Ω0 ⊂ ℰ .
We have then the following result.

Lemma 3.7 (Mass conservation). Let 𝑔 be a static metric and Φ, the relativistic transformation
introduced in (3.12). Then, a relativistic mass conservation law can be expressed as

(𝜌 ∘ Φ) 𝐽𝑔Φ = 𝜌0 ∘ 𝜋,
where 𝜋 : ℳ → ℰ is the projection map and the Jacobian 𝐽𝑔Φ is defined intrinsically by the
relation Φ*vol𝑔 = 𝐽𝑔Φ vol𝑔.

Remark 3.8. The present formulation of mass conservation on the reference configuration system
Ω0 ⊂ ℰ generalizes the expression (1.2), 𝜌0 = (𝜌 ∘𝜑)𝐽𝜑 = (𝜌 ∘𝜑) detF𝜑, for Classical Continuum
Mechanics, for which ℰ is the affine Euclidean space.

Proof. We have

Φ*

(︂
𝜕

𝜕𝑡

)︂
= 𝑇Φ.

𝜕

𝜕𝑡
∘ Φ−1 =

𝜕

𝜕𝑡
+𝒩𝑢,

and since

𝐽mat = 𝜌𝑟𝑈 =
𝛾

𝑐
𝜌𝑟

(︂
1

𝒩
𝜕

𝜕𝑡
+ 𝑢

)︂
=

𝜌

𝒩 𝑐

(︂
𝜕

𝜕𝑡
+𝒩𝑢

)︂
,

we get thus

Φ*𝐽mat =
(︁ 𝜌

𝒩 𝑐
∘ Φ
)︁ 𝜕

𝜕𝑡
.

We have therefore

Φ*(𝑖𝐽matvol𝑔) = 𝑖Φ*𝐽mat Φ*vol𝑔 =
(︁ 𝜌

𝒩 𝑐
∘ Φ
)︁
𝐽𝑔Φ 𝑖 𝜕

𝜕𝑡
vol𝑔 = (𝜌 ∘ Φ)𝐽𝑔Φvolg,

on one hand, whereas, on the other hand,

Φ*(𝑖𝐽matvol𝑔) = Φ*Ψ*𝜇 = Φ*̃︀Ψ*(𝜌0vol𝑔) = 𝜋*(𝜌0vol𝑔) = (𝜌0 ∘ 𝜋)volg.
We get thus (𝜌 ∘ Φ)𝐽𝑔Φ = 𝜌0 ∘ 𝜋, which achieves the proof. □

4. From variations with respect to the matter field to configurational forces
balance

The Lagrangian ℒ[𝑔,Ψ] = ℋ[𝑔] + ℒmat[𝑔,Ψ], introduced in section 2 depends on two funda-
mental variables, the metric 𝑔 of the universe and the matter field Ψ, which represents perfect
matter. The first variation with respect to the metric 𝑔 leads to Einstein’s equation, and to the
conservation law div𝑔TTTH = 0, for Hilbert stress-energy tensor. It has been shown in [83, 85]
for Minkowski’s spacetime and in [36] for Schwarzschild’s spacetime, that as 𝑐 → ∞, one re-
covers from it, Newton’s momentum balance of Classical Continuum Mechanics, the latter with
gravity. The first variation of the Lagrangian with respect to the matter field Ψ seems to have
not received any interpretation in this context. In Gauge Theory, when applied to Quantum
Mechanics (Remark 2.4), it is known that the first variation with respect to the elementary par-
ticles matter field leads to the wave equation [6], but what is the interpretation of the equation
𝛿Ψℒ = 0 in present relativistic elastodynamics?

In this section, we shall answer this question, by showing that the variational equation 𝛿Ψℒ = 0
leads to the usual configurational forces balance, at the classical limit. An intermediate step
to establish this result will be the formulation of relativistic configurational forces balance in
Minkowski spacetime, that is in Special Relativity.

To achieve this goal, the first step is to introduce an observer matter field Ψ0, as detailed
in subsection 3.2, and compatible with a static spacetime structure defined by a Killing vector
𝑀 = − gradg 𝑡, where 𝑡 is the time function. This allows us to define the space ℰ as the quotient
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space of the universe ℳ by the flow of 𝑀 and to introduce the projection map 𝜋 : ℳ → ℰ onto
this space. Under certain hypotheses (see subsection 3.1), it is possible to trivialize the universe
as the global spacetime R × ℰ , and to regard ℰ as the affine space of Continuum Mechanics; a
point 𝑚 ∈ ℳ corresponds then to a couple (𝑡,x), where x ∈ ℰ .

Since Ψ0 is invariant under the flow of 𝑀 (see subsection 3.2), it induces a diffeomorphism
Ψ0 : ℰ → 𝑉 , where 𝑉 is the 3D space which labels particles. Its inverse

p0 := Ψ0
−1

: ℬ ⊂ 𝑉 → Ω0 ⊂ ℰ
is the relativistic analog of a reference configuration in Classical Continuum Mechanics (sec-

tion 1). It allows us to redefine the matter field Ψ: ℳ → 𝑉 as a map ̃︀Ψ: ℳ → ℰ , the effective

matter field (see subsection 3.3), where ̃︀Ψ := p0 ∘Ψ, and p0 is considered as a parameter.

Remark 4.1. From the point of view of variational calculus, the substitution Ψ ↦→ ̃︀Ψ is just a
change of variable. However, 𝑉 was assumed to be a vector space and Ψ, a vector valued function,
but ℰ is, a priori, just a manifold. However, the additional assumption that p0 : 𝑉 → ℰ is a
diffeomorphism, allows us to pushforward the vectorial structure of 𝑉 onto ℰ , eliminating this

difficulty. Hence, ̃︀Ψ can also be considered as a vector valued function. This is fortunate because
variational calculus is more involving for maps which are not vector valued function or sections
of a vector bundle.

We can thus formulate two variational problems

(1) 𝛿Ψℒ = 0, where ℒ[𝑔,Ψ] = ℋ[𝑔] +
∫︀
𝐿(𝑔,Ψ, 𝑇Ψ)vol𝑔, with Noether stress–energy tensor

T̂TTΨ := (𝑇Ψ)⋆ · 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇Ψ
− 𝐿 I⋆4,

(2) and, 𝛿̃︀Ψ ̃︀ℒ = 0, where ̃︀ℒ = ℋ[𝑔] + ̃︀ℒ[𝑔, ̃︀Ψ; p0] =
∫︀ ̃︀𝐿(𝑔, ̃︀Ψ, 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ)vol𝑔, with Noether stress–

energy tensor

T̂TT̃︀Ψ := (𝑇 ̃︀Ψ)⋆ · 𝜕̃︀𝐿
𝜕𝑇 ̃︀Ψ − ̃︀𝐿 I⋆4.

Notice that ̃︀𝐿(𝑔(𝑚), ̃︀Ψ(𝑚), 𝑇𝑚̃︀Ψ) = 𝐿(𝑔(𝑚),Ψ(𝑚), 𝑇𝑚Ψ), ∀𝑚 ∈ ℳ,

or more simply

(4.1) ̃︀𝐿(𝑔, ̃︀Ψ, 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ) = 𝐿(𝑔,Ψ, 𝑇Ψ), on ℳ,

with ̃︀Ψ = p0 ∘Ψ. We deduce, then, that

𝑇 ̃︀Ψ = F0.𝑇Ψ, and
𝜕̃︀𝐿
𝜕𝑇 ̃︀Ψ = F−⋆

0 .
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇Ψ
,

where F0 = 𝑇p0. Therefore, the two Noether stress–energy tensors are equal,

T̂TT̃︀Ψ = T̂TTΨ,

and

(4.2) div𝑔 T̂TT̃︀Ψ = 0 ⇐⇒ div𝑔 T̂TTΨ = 0.

This shows that the two variational problems are equivalent (see Appendix A).

4.1. Relativistic Eshelby tensor. We shall now reformulate the variational problem (2) using
the change of variable given by the four-dimensional deformation (3.12)

Φ: R× Ω0 → R× ℰ , 𝑚0 ↦→ 𝑚 = Φ(𝑚0).

We get ̃︀ℒ[𝑔, ̃︀Ψ; p0] =

∫︁ ̃︀𝐿(𝑔, ̃︀Ψ, 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ)(𝑚) vol𝑔 =

∫︁
𝐿0(𝑚0,Φ(𝑚0), 𝑇𝑚0Φ) vol𝑔,

where
𝐿0(𝑚0,Φ(𝑚0), 𝑇𝑚0Φ) := 𝐽𝑔Φ(𝑚0) ̃︀𝐿(𝑔(Φ(𝑚0)), ̃︀Ψ(Φ(𝑚0)), 𝑇Φ(𝑚0)

̃︀Ψ),
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and the Jacobian 𝐽𝑔Φ is defined intrinsically by the relation Φ*vol𝑔 = 𝐽𝑔Φ vol𝑔 (𝐽𝑔Φ depends on
𝑔 ∘ Φ and 𝑇Φ).

Now, since ̃︀Ψ ∘Φ = 𝜋, where 𝜋 : ℳ → ℰ is the projection map 𝑚 ↦→ x, we get more precisely

(4.3) 𝐿0(𝑚0,Φ(𝑚0), 𝑇𝑚0Φ) = 𝐽𝑔Φ
(︀
𝑔(Φ(𝑚0)), 𝑇𝑚0Φ

)︀ ̃︀𝐿(𝑔(Φ(𝑚0)), 𝜋(𝑚0), 𝑇𝑚0𝜋.(𝑇𝑚0Φ)
−1),

and one has then

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇Φ
= −𝐽𝑔Φ(𝑇Φ)−⋆ (𝑇𝜋)⋆

(︃
𝜕̃︀𝐿
𝜕𝑇 ̃︀Ψ ∘ Φ

)︃
(𝑇Φ)−⋆ + 𝐿0 (𝑇Φ)

−⋆.

We have thus shown that the Noether stress-energy tensor for the deformation Φ,

(4.4) T̂TTΦ := (𝑇Φ)⋆
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇Φ
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
4,

has for expression

T̂TTΦ = −𝐽𝑔Φ (𝑇𝜋)⋆

(︃
𝜕̃︀𝐿
𝜕𝑇 ̃︀Ψ ∘ Φ

)︃
(𝑇Φ)−⋆,

and using the identity 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ ∘ Φ = 𝑇𝜋.(𝑇Φ)−1, we get

T̂TTΦ = −𝐽𝑔Φ (𝑇Φ)⋆
(︁
(𝑇 ̃︀Ψ)⋆ ∘ Φ

)︁(︃ 𝜕̃︀𝐿
𝜕𝑇 ̃︀Ψ ∘ Φ

)︃
(𝑇Φ)−⋆.

Therefore, we get finally

(4.5) T̂TTΦ = −𝐽𝑔Φ(𝑇Φ)⋆
(︁
T̂TT̃︀Ψ ∘ Φ

)︁
(𝑇Φ)−⋆ − 𝐿0 I

⋆
4,

which we shall interpret as the (four-dimensional) relativistic Eshelby tensor.
In this context, we shall introduce, as in Classical ContinuumMechanics, the (four-dimensional)

relativistic first Piola–Kirchhoff tensor

(4.6) P̂PP := − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇Φ
= 𝐽𝑔Φ

(︁
T̂TTΨ ∘ Φ

)︁
(𝑇Φ)−⋆,

and the (four-dimensional) relativistic Mandel tensor

(4.7) M̂MM := (𝑇Φ)⋆ P̂PP = 𝐽𝑔Φ (𝑇Φ)⋆
(︁
T̂TTΨ ∘ Φ

)︁
(𝑇Φ)−⋆ = 𝐽ΦΦ* T̂TTΨ.

We get then the (four-dimensional) relativistic Eshelby tensor

(4.8) B̂BB := T̂TTΦ = (𝑇Φ)⋆
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇Φ
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
4 = −(M̂MM+ 𝐿0 I

⋆
4).

4.2. Formulation of configurational forces balance in Minkowski spacetime. From now
on, we assume that the static spacetime under consideration is the Minkowski spacetime, the
one of Special Relativity. We get thus that the Universe is ℳ = R4 endowed with the flat metric

𝑔 = 𝜂 = −𝑐2d𝑡2 + q.

The quotient space ℰ is just R3 and 𝑔 = q is the Euclidean metric. The trivialization (3.5) is
then an isometry. We will work in the global coordinate canonical system of R4 for which the
components of the Minkowski metric 𝜂 are constant,

𝜂 =

⎡⎢⎢⎣
−𝑐2 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 1 0
0 0 0 1

⎤⎥⎥⎦ .
In this context, we have the four-dimensional Piola identity

div𝜂 P̂PP = 𝐽Φ

(︁
div𝜂 T̂TT̃︀Ψ

)︁
∘ Φ,
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where 𝐽Φ := 𝐽𝜂Φ, and the four-dimensional Mandel identity

div𝜂 M̂MM = div𝜂
(︁
(𝑇Φ)⋆ P̂PP

)︁
= (𝑇Φ)⋆ div𝜂 P̂PP+ P̂PP : ∇𝑇Φ

where

(div𝜂 P̂PP)𝜇 = 𝑃 𝛽
𝜇 ,𝛽 , and (div𝜂 M̂MM)𝛼 =𝑀 𝛽

𝛼 ,𝛽 .

The proof of these identities will be omitted, since they are similar to the ones in 3D Classical
Continuum Mechanics (see [58, 55]).

Note furthermore that the Lagrangian density 𝐿0 depends explicitly on 𝑚0, only through x0

but not through time 𝑡, because 𝜋(𝑚0) = x0. Moreover, since 𝑔(Φ(𝑚0)) = 𝜂 is constant in our
setting, 𝐿0 does not depend on the punctual value of the 4D deformation Φ, but only on 𝑇Φ.
Therefore, we have

div𝜂 M̂MM = div𝜂(M̂MM+ 𝐿0 I
⋆
4)− d𝐿0

= −div𝜂 T̂TTΦ − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
− 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝑇Φ
: ∇𝑇Φ

= −div𝜂 T̂TTΦ − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
+ P̂PP : ∇𝑇Φ,

so that

div𝜂 T̂TTΦ +
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
= P̂PP : ∇𝑇Φ− div𝜂 M̂MM = −(𝑇Φ)⋆ div𝜂 P̂PP = −𝐽Φ (𝑇Φ)⋆

(︁
div𝜂 T̂TT̃︀Ψ

)︁
∘ Φ.

In conclusion, we get the equivalence

div𝜂 T̂TTΨ̃ = 0 ⇐⇒ div𝜂 T̂TTΦ +
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
= 0,

where, since B̂BB := T̂TTΦ, the equality

(4.9) div𝜂 B̂BB+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
= 0

is interpreted as the relativistic balance for configurational forces, with here

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
=

[︂
0

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0

]︂
,

since 𝐿0 does not depend on time.
By (4.8) and (3.13), the relativistic Eshelby tensor can be expressed as in Classical Continuum

Mechanics (see subsection 1.4) as

(4.10) B̂BB = T̂TTΦ =

⎡⎢⎢⎣
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
.𝜕𝑡𝜑− 𝐿0 𝜕𝑡𝜑.

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

F⋆𝜑 ·
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
F⋆𝜑 ·

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
3

⎤⎥⎥⎦
with the same formal expressions for the balance equations as in subsection 1.3 and remark 1.6.

Finally, if the Lagrangian ℒ is moreover general covariant, then, by remark 2.5, the relativistic
configurational forces balance (4.9) is equivalent to the conservation law div𝜂TTTH = 0 for Hilbert’s
stress energy tensor. This implies the balance of linear momentum in Classical Continuum
Mechanics (1.14) as the classical limit 𝑐→ ∞ [85, 36].

5. The relativistic Eshelby tensor in Special Relativity and its classical limit

In this final section, we detail the relativistic formulation of the configurational forces balance
in the particular case of the static Minkowski spacetime (example 3.2, 𝑔 = 𝜂, g = q), and show
that its classical limit corresponds to the well-known expressions of subsection 1.4.
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In that case, the 3D quotient spatial space is the affine Euclidean space (ℰ ,q) and the trivi-
alization map (3.5) is given by

𝜏 : ℳ → R× ℰ , 𝑚 ↦→ (𝑡,x),

with 𝑡 = 𝑡(𝑚) and x = 𝜋(𝑚), where 𝜋 : ℳ → ℰ is the projection map. In this trivialization, the
relativistic deformation (3.12) is expressed as

Φ: R× Ω0 → R× ℰ , (𝑡,x0) ↦→ (𝑡,x = 𝜑(𝑡,x0)).

The relativistic mass density (3.17) recasts as

(5.1) 𝜌 := 𝜌𝑟𝛾 =
𝜌𝑟√︁

1− ‖𝑢‖2q
𝑐2

,

where 𝑢 is the (spatial) Eulerian velocity (such as 𝑢∘Φ = 𝜕𝑡𝜑), and ‖𝑢‖q is its Euclidean norm.

Letting p0 : ℬ → ℰ be the reference embedding, recall that the equality (p0)*𝜇 = 𝜌0volq defines
the reference mass density 𝜌0 = 𝜌0(x0). By lemma 3.7, setting

𝐽Φ := 𝐽𝜂Φ = det𝑇Φ,

mass conservation on Ω0 ⊂ ℰ takes the form (𝜌 ∘ Φ) 𝐽Φ = 𝜌0 ∘ 𝜋.

5.1. The relativistic Eshelby tensor of a general covariant matter Lagrangian. We

shall assume now that the matter Lagrangian density ̃︀𝐿(𝜂, ̃︀Ψ, 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ) is general covariant. Then,

according to Souriau’s theorem 2.2, it recasts as a function 𝐿𝑔𝑐(̃︀Ψ, ̃︀K) of the effective matter

field ̃︀Ψ and the effective conformatioñ︀K = (𝑇 ̃︀Ψ) 𝜂−1(𝑇 ̃︀Ψ)⋆, ̃︀K ∘ Φ = F−1
𝜑

(︁
q−1 − 1

𝑐2
𝑉 ⊗ 𝑉

)︁
F−⋆
𝜑 .

In General Relativity, mass and energy are mixed together and the contribution of mass to
the total energy if of order 𝑐2. This leads to some difficulties when one tries to derive, from
General Relativity to Classical Mechanics, balance equations involving energy. In [83, 8], the
following Lagrangian density has been formulated

(5.2) ̃︀𝐿(𝜂, ̃︀Ψ, 𝑇 ̃︀Ψ) = 𝜌𝑟𝑐
2 + 𝜌𝑟𝑤,

where 𝜌𝑟 = 𝜌𝑟(̃︀Ψ, ̃︀K) is the rest mass density and 𝑤 = 𝑤(̃︀Ψ, ̃︀K) is the (specific) strain energy
density of perfect (hyperelastic) matter. We deduce then, by (4.3), lemma 3.7 and the definition
(5.1) of the relativistic mass density, that

𝐿0(x0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑,F𝜑) = 𝜌0(x0)

√︂
1− 1

𝑐2
‖𝜕𝑡𝜑‖2q

[︂
𝑐2 + 𝑤

(︁
x0,F

−1
𝜑

(︁
q−1 − 1

𝑐2
𝜕𝑡𝜑⊗ 𝜕𝑡𝜑

)︁
F−⋆
𝜑

)︁]︂
,

where V = 𝜕𝑡𝜑 is the relativistic Lagrangian velocity, and F𝜑 = 𝑇𝜑𝑡 is the linear tangent map
of the three-dimensional relativistic deformation (3.10), 𝜑𝑡.

Introducing the relativistic kinematic energy density,

(5.3) 𝐾(x0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑) := 𝜌0𝑐
2

(︃
1−

√︂
1− 1

𝑐2
‖𝜕𝑡𝜑‖2q

)︃
=

1

2
𝜌0 ‖𝑉 ‖2q +𝑂

(︁ 1

𝑐2

)︁
,

and the relativistic strain energy density

(5.4)
𝑊 (x0, 𝜕𝑡𝜑,F𝜑) := 𝜌0𝑤

(︁
x0,F

−1
𝜑

(︁
q−1 − 1

𝑐2
𝜕𝑡𝜑⊗ 𝜕𝑡𝜑

)︁
F−⋆
𝜑

)︁√︂
1− 1

𝑐2
‖𝜕𝑡𝜑‖2q

= 𝜌0𝑤
(︀
x0, (F

⋆
𝜑 qF𝜑)

−1
)︀
+𝑂

(︁ 1

𝑐2

)︁
,

where we have assumed that 𝑤 = 𝑂(1) for perfect matter, the Lagrangian density 𝐿0 recasts as

𝐿0 = 𝜌0𝑐
2 −𝐾 +𝑊.
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The problem is that this quantity diverges as 𝑐→ ∞. We shall thus prefer to substitute to the
original Lagrangian density, the following one

𝐿0 ↦→ 𝜌0𝑐
2 − 𝐿0 = 𝐾 −𝑊,

which is moreover in accordance with the usual definition of a Lagrangian density in Classical
Mechanics. Note that, ∫︁

Ω0

𝐿0volq = 𝑚𝑐2 −
∫︁
Ω0

(𝐾 −𝑊 ) volq,

where𝑚 (the total mass of the considered continuous medium) is a constant. Hence the quantity
𝜌0𝑐

2 does not interfere in the variational calculus. This redefinition of the Lagrangian density
is possible in any static spacetime, using the formulation of mass conservation provided in
subsection 3.5.

Remark 5.1. There is a rate effect, related to the relativistic length contraction in 1/𝑐2, on the
strain energy density 𝑊 (that 𝑊 → 0 when ‖𝑉 ‖q → 𝑐), due to the Lorentz factor and the
definition of the inverse of the relativistic right Cauchy–Green tensor,

C−1 = F−1
𝜑

(︁
q−1 − 1

𝑐2
𝑉 ⊗ 𝑉

)︁
F−⋆
𝜑 .

Remark 5.2. The fact that 𝐿0 does not depend explicitly on the deformation 𝜑 itself, and thus
that 𝜕𝐿0/𝜕𝜑 = 0, derives from the fact that we were able to find a coordinate system in which
the components of the metric are constant functions. This is a consequence of Riemann theorem
when the metric is flat and is particular to Special Relativity. It’s consequence, in Classical
Mechanics, when taking the limit 𝑐→ ∞, is the existence of so-called Galilean frames.

Using this choice of Lagrangian density 𝐿0 := 𝐾 −𝑊 , we introduce the following quantities.

𝐸0 :=
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝜕𝑡𝜑− 𝐿0 = 𝑝 · 𝑉 −𝐾 +𝑊 (Relativistic energy density),

𝑝 :=
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
=

𝜕𝐾

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
− 𝜕𝑊

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
(Relativistic linear momentum density),

P̂ := − 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
=
𝜕𝑊

𝜕F𝜑
(Relativistic first Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor),

𝑉 := 𝜕𝑡𝜑 (Relativistic Lagrangian velocity),

B̂ := F⋆𝜑 ·
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
− 𝐿0 I

⋆
3 = (𝑊 −𝐾) I⋆3 − F⋆𝜑 P̂ (Relativistic Eshelby stress tensor).

They allow us to recasts the relativistic Eshelby tensor (4.8) as the time-space block expression

B̂BB =

[︂
𝐸0 −𝑉 · P̂

𝑝 · F𝜑 B̂

]︂
.

Remark 5.3. The 3D (mixed) second order stress tensor B̂ : 𝑇 ⋆Ω0 → 𝑇 ⋆Ω0 is the relativistic
generalization of the classical Eshelby stress tensor (1.20).

The expression (4.9) of the relativistic balance for configurational forces recasts, as in re-
mark 1.6, as

𝜕(𝐾 −𝑊 )

𝜕(𝑡,x0)
+ div𝜂 B̂BB = 0,

where div𝜂 = div4𝐷 in the Cartesian coordinate system (𝑡,𝑋𝐼) on the reference configuration
system Ω0, uses both in Special Relativity and in Classical Mechanics.

The three-dimensional energy balance and configurational forces balance

d𝐸0

d𝑡
= divq(𝑉 · P̂),

𝜕(𝐾 −𝑊 )

𝜕x0
+ divq B̂+

d

d𝑡
(𝑝 · F𝜑) = 0,

have thus the same form in Special Relativity Hyperelasticity and in Classical Hyperelastic-
ity (1.23).
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Remark 5.4. In Special Relativity, the variational equations (𝑎) with respect to the reference
configuration p0, 𝛿p0ℒ = 0, and (𝑏) with respect to the effective matter field, 𝛿̃︀Ψℒ = 0, are
equivalent, since the formal calculations of subsection 1.4 still hold.

5.2. Explicit calculation of the components of B̂BB and of their classical limit. Let

C := ̃︀K−1 ∘ Φ = F⋆𝜑

(︂
q−1 − 1

𝑐2
𝑉 ⊗ 𝑉

)︂−1

F𝜑

be the generalized right Cauchy-Green tensor (3.16) and 𝑉 ♭ := 𝜂𝑉 = q𝑉 be the covector
Lagrangian velocity. We have moreover

𝜕

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

√︂
1− 1

𝑐2
‖𝜕𝑡𝜑‖2q = − 1

𝑐2
𝑉 ♭√︁

1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

,

𝜕

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
𝑤
(︁
x0,C

−1
)︁
= − 2

𝑐2
𝑉 · F−⋆

𝜑

𝜕𝑤

𝜕C−1
F−1
𝜑 ,

𝜕

𝜕F𝜑
𝑤
(︁
x0,C

−1
)︁
= −2F−⋆

𝜑

𝜕𝑤

𝜕C−1
C−1,

the first two converging to zero at 𝑐→ ∞. We deduce from these properties the following results.

∙ The relativistic generalization of the first Piola-Kirchhoff stress tensor is

P̂ =
𝜕𝑊

𝜕F𝜑
= −2𝜌0

√︂
1− 1

𝑐2
‖𝑉 ‖2q F−⋆

𝜑

𝜕𝑤

𝜕C−1
C−1.

This 3D constitutive equation is interpreted as the Relativistic Hyperelasticity law (as
already noticed it is rate dependent by a relativistic effect, in 1/𝑐2). At infinite speed of
light, it converges to the Classical Hyperelasticity law

lim
𝑐→∞

P̂ =
𝜕𝑊

𝜕F𝜑
= −2𝜌0F

−⋆
𝜑

𝜕𝑤

𝜕C−1
C−1,

where C = F⋆𝜑 qF𝜑 at the classical limit.
∙ The relativistic linear momentum density is

𝑝 =
𝜕(𝐾 −𝑊 )

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
=

⎛⎝1 +
𝑊

𝜌0𝑐2
√︁
1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q

𝑐2

⎞⎠ 𝜌0𝑉
♭√︁

1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

− 1

𝑐2
𝑉 · P̂CF−1

𝜑 ,

since 𝑊 depends on the Lagrangian velocity 𝑉 = 𝜕𝑡𝜑 and C → F⋆𝜑 qF𝜑, 𝑝 converges to

the classical expression 𝜌0𝑉
♭ at 𝑐→ ∞.

∙ The relativistic energy density is

𝐸0 = 𝑝 · 𝑉 −𝐾 +𝑊 =
𝐾√︁

1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

+
𝑊

1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

− 1

𝑐2
𝑉 · P̂CF−1

𝜑 𝑉 .

Setting C = F⋆𝜑 qF𝜑, and since then

lim
𝑐→∞

𝐾 =
1

2
lim
𝑐→∞

(𝑝 · 𝑉 ) =
1

2
𝜌0 ‖𝑉 ‖2q , lim

𝑐→∞
𝑊 = 𝜌0𝑤

(︀
x0,C

−1
)︀
,

the relativistic energy density has for classical limit

lim
𝑐→∞

𝐸0 = lim
𝑐→∞

𝐾 + lim
𝑐→∞

𝑊 =
1

2
𝜌0 ‖𝑉 ‖2q + 𝜌0𝑤

(︀
x0,C

−1
)︀
.

∙ The relativistic expression for B̂ is formally the same as in Classical Continuum Me-
chanics, namely

B̂ = (𝑊 −𝐾) I⋆3 − F⋆𝜑 P̂, lim
𝑐→∞

B̂ =
(︁
lim
𝑐→∞

𝑊 − lim
𝑐→∞

𝐾
)︁
I⋆3 − F⋆𝜑 lim

𝑐→∞
P̂,

with the above classical limits for 𝑊 , 𝐾 and P̂.
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Remark 5.5. Dust is the particular case 𝐿 = 𝜌𝑟𝑐
2 (𝑤 = 0, 𝐿0 = 𝐾), for which

𝐸0 =
𝐾√︁

1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

=
1

2
𝜌0 ‖𝑉 ‖2q +𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐2

)︂
, 𝑝 =

𝜌0𝑉
♭√︁

1− ‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

= 𝜌0𝑉
♭ +𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐2

)︂
.

The relativistic first Piola Kirchhoff stress tensor vanishes (P̂ = 0), and the relativistic Eshelby
stress tensor

B̂ = −𝐾 I⋆3 = −𝜌0𝑐2
⎛⎝1−

√︃
1−

‖𝑉 ‖2q
𝑐2

⎞⎠ I⋆3 = −1

2
𝜌0 ‖𝑉 ‖2q I⋆3 +𝑂

(︂
1

𝑐2

)︂
represents purely kinematic energy density.

Conclusion

This article proposes a unified and rigorous theoretical framework for understanding and de-
riving configurational forces by placing them at the core of a geometric variational formulation
inspired by General Relativity. Long regarded as conceptually subtle objects in Continuum
Mechanics, configurational forces are clarified here through an intrinsic approach in which the
material body is modeled as an abstract manifold, independent of its spatial configurations.
Within the classical three-dimensional framework of hyperelasticity, we show that the balance
of configurational forces naturally follows from the stationarity of the Lagrangian with respect to
variations of the reference configuration. This approach highlights that the configurational force
balance is not a new governing equation, but rather a reformulation of the balance of linear mo-
mentum combined with the constitutive relations, leading in a consistent manner to the Eshelby
stress tensor defined on the material configuration. The main contribution of the paper lies in
the extension of these results to the four-dimensional relativistic setting. Relying on a Generally
Covariant formulation of matter inspired by Souriau and on the variational principles of General
Relativity, the article establishes a deep correspondence between variations with respect to the
matter field and variations with respect to the metric of the Universe. This yields an equiv-
alence between the Hilbert and Noether energy–momentum tensors and provides a relativistic
interpretation of the Eshelby tensor as a natural object associated with material symmetries.
The introduction of an observer allows one to connect this relativistic formalism with Classical
Mechanics, by identifying the non-relativistic limits and demonstrating the continuity between
the classical three-dimensional and relativistic four-dimensional formulations. In this way, the
balance of configurational forces emerges as a particular case, in the sense of a classical limit, of a
more general relativistic conservation law. In conclusion, this work offers a unifying perspective
on configurational forces, showing that they fully belong to the general framework of variational
principles and conservation laws, both in Classical Mechanics and in Relativity. This approach
clarifies their conceptual status, strengthens their mathematical foundations, and opens the way
for future developments in the study of defects, interfaces, and complex materials within broader
geometric and relativistic frameworks.

Appendix A. First order variational calculus and stress–energy tensors

In variational calculus, one starts with a Lagrangian

ℒ(𝜓) =
∫︁
𝜔(𝜓),

where 𝜓 is a vector valued function from a 𝑑-dimensional manifold 𝑀 to some 𝑟-dimensional
vector space 𝑉 (or more generally a section of a vector bundle above 𝑀 of rank 𝑟) and 𝜔 is
a differential form of degree 𝑑 defined on 𝑀 and depending on 𝜓. The domain of integration
is not specified. Usually, the dependence on 𝜓 is local, meaning that 𝜔 is only a function of
the 𝑘-jet of 𝜓. In the following we restrict to the case where 𝑘 = 1. Hence, given some local
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coordinates (𝑥𝜇) on 𝑀 , defined on some chart 𝑈 ⊂ R𝑑 and where (𝑋𝐼) are linear coordinates
on 𝑉 , the problem recasts as

ℒ𝑈 (𝜓) =
∫︁
𝑈
𝐿
(︀
x, 𝜓𝐼(x), 𝜕𝜈𝜓

𝐼(x)
)︀
d𝑥1 ∧ · · · ∧ d𝑥𝑑.

Here, the Lagrangian density 𝐿 = 𝐿(𝑥𝜇, 𝜓𝐼 , 𝜓𝐼 ,𝜈) is just the component of 𝜔 in the chart (𝑥𝜇).
The critical points of ℒ are, by definition, the functions 𝜓 such that

d

d𝜖

⃒⃒⃒⃒
𝜀=0

ℒ𝑈 (𝜓 + 𝜀𝛿𝜓) = 0,

for all charts 𝑈 and variations 𝛿𝜓 with compact support in 𝑈 . They are the solutions of the
Euler–Lagrange equations

(A.1) EL𝜓 :=
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓
− div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
= 0,

where, in components,

div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
𝐼

:= 𝐷𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂ 𝜇

𝐼

= 𝐷𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕(𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇

)︂
, 1 ≤ 𝐼 ≤ 𝑟,

and 𝐷𝜇 is the total derivative (see [70, chapter 4]) defined as

𝐷𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕(𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜈

)︂
:=

𝜕

𝜕𝑥𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕(𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜈

(︀
x, 𝜓𝐼(x), 𝜕𝛼𝜓

𝐼(x)
)︀)︂

.

The conservation of the total energy density for a one-dimensional problem (𝑑 = 1) extends
for higher dimension problems, once one introduces the Noether stress–energy tensor

T𝜓 𝜈
𝜇 := (𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂ 𝜈

𝐼

− 𝐿𝛿 𝜈
𝜇 ,

here introduced independently from Noether’s theorem on Lie symmetries. Indeed, we have the
following result.

Theorem A.1. Let

(A.2) T̂TT𝜓 := (𝑇𝜓)⋆ · 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓
− 𝐿 I⋆

be the Noether stress–energy tensor and suppose that 𝜓 satisfies the Euler–Lagrange equa-
tions (A.1). Then, we get

(A.3) div T̂TT𝜓 = −𝜕𝐿
𝜕x

.

If moreover, 𝜓 is a submersion, then, (A.1) and (A.3) are equivalent.

Proof. We have

(div T̂TT𝜓)𝜇 = 𝐷𝜈T𝜓 𝜈
𝜇

= 𝜕𝜈(𝑇𝜓)
𝐼
𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂ 𝜈

𝐼

+ (𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇𝐷𝜈

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂ 𝜈

𝐼

− (𝐷𝜈𝐿) 𝛿
𝜈
𝜇

=
𝜕2𝜓𝐼

𝜕𝑥𝜈𝜕𝑥𝜇

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂ 𝜈

𝐼

+ (𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇 div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
𝐼

−𝐷𝜇𝐿,

with

𝐷𝜇𝐿 =
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑥𝜇
+

𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓𝐼
𝜕𝜓𝐼

𝜕𝑥𝜇
+

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂ 𝜈

𝐼

𝜕2𝜓𝐼

𝜕𝑥𝜇𝜕𝑥𝜈
.
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We get thus

(div T̂TT𝜓)𝜇 = (𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇 div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
𝐼

− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑥𝜇
− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓𝐼
𝜕𝜓𝐼

𝜕𝑥𝜇

= (𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇

{︂
div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
𝐼

− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓𝐼

}︂
− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑥𝜇
,

which proves that (A.3) is satisfied if (A.1) is satisfied. Suppose now that 𝜓 is a submersion
and that (A.3) is satisfied, then we have

(𝑇𝜓)𝐼𝜇

{︂
div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
𝐼

− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓𝐼

}︂
= 0,

which recasts as

(𝑇𝜓)⋆ ·
{︂
div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓

}︂
= 0.

But, if 𝑇𝜓 is surjective, then (𝑇𝜓)⋆ is injective and we get thus that

div

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
− 𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓
= 0,

which achieves the proof. □

Remark A.2. Beware that with these definitions, in a change of chart 𝜙 : 𝑈 → 𝑈̃ , EL𝜓 changes

according to the rule EL𝜓 = (det𝜙) EL ̃︀𝜓 (see [70, Theorem 4.8]. Similarly, T̂TT𝜓 is not really a

tensor but a tensor-density.

When the manifold 𝑀 is equipped with a given volume form, for instance the Riemannian
volume form vol𝑔 of a (pseudo) Riemannian metric 𝑔, we can rewrite globally

𝜔(𝜓) = 𝐿(𝜓) vol𝑔,

where, this time, 𝐿 is a true function (not the component of a 𝑑-form, defined only locally). In
that case, the Euler–Lagrange equations recasts as

(A.4) EL𝜓 :=
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝜓
− div𝑔

(︂
𝜕𝐿

𝜕𝑇𝜓

)︂
= 0,

where div𝑔 is the Riemannian divergence and the corresponding Noether stress–energy tensor is
a true tensor field this time.

Appendix B. Details of the calculations

Lemma B.1. Let p0 : ℬ → ℰ a reference configuration. Then

𝛿(p0
*(volq)) = p0

*(︀(div𝑢)volq)︀,
where 𝑢 := 𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1.

Proof. Set 𝛾0 := p0
*q. We have thus p0

*(volq) = vol𝛾0 , and we get

𝛿(p0
*(volq)) = 𝛿(vol𝛾0) =

1

2
tr(𝛾0

−1𝛿𝛾0)vol𝛾0 ,

whereas

𝛿𝛾0 = p0
*(L𝑢 q), with L𝑢 q = q(∇𝑢+ (∇𝑢)𝑡),

and 𝑢 := 𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1. We have therefore

tr(𝛾0
−1𝛿𝛾0) = tr

(︀
p0

*(q−1) p0
*(L𝑢 q)

)︀
= p0

* tr
(︀
∇𝑢+ (∇𝑢)𝑡

)︀
= 2p0

*(div𝑢).

We get thus finally

𝛿(p0
*(volq)) = p0

*(div𝑢) vol𝛾0 = p0
*(︀(div𝑢)volq)︀.

□
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Proof of formula (1.11). We have

𝛿𝜑ℒ =

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· 𝛿𝜑+

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇𝛿𝜑+

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝜕𝑡𝛿𝜑

)︂
volq

)︂
d𝑡.

But
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇𝛿𝜑 = − div

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
· 𝛿𝜑+ div

(︂
𝛿𝜑 · 𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
,

or, in components, (︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽

𝛿𝜑𝑖,𝐽 = −
(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽

,𝐽

𝛿𝜑𝑖 +

(︃
𝛿𝜑𝑖
(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑

)︂
𝑖

𝐽
)︃
,𝐽

.

We also have
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝜕𝑡𝛿𝜑 = − d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)

)︂
· 𝛿𝜑+

d

d𝑡

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· 𝛿𝜑
)︂
,

where the total derivative means the time derivative along the path 𝜑 = 𝜑(𝑡). Therefore, using
Stokes theorem for the integration by part of the spatial term and Fubini theorem (commutation
of the time integral with the spatial integral) for the time part, we get (1.11).

Proof of formula (1.12). We have

𝛿p0ℒ =

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ

[︂(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· (𝜕𝑡F𝜑)

)︂
∘ p0

]︂
· 𝛿p0 (p0*volq)

)︂
d𝑡

+

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ
𝐿0 ∘ p0 𝛿(p0*volq)

)︂
d𝑡.

But, using lemma B.1, we get

𝛿(p0
*(volq)) = p0

*(︀ div(𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1) volq
)︀
,

and hence

𝛿p0ℒ =

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ

[︂(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· (𝜕𝑡F𝜑)

)︂
∘ p0

]︂
· 𝛿p0 (p0*volq)

)︂
d𝑡

+

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
ℬ
p0

*(︀𝐿0 div(𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1) volq
)︀)︂

d𝑡

=

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

(︂
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕x0
+
𝜕𝐿0

𝜕𝜑
· F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕F𝜑
: 𝑇F𝜑 +

𝜕𝐿0

𝜕(𝜕𝑡𝜑)
· (𝜕𝑡F𝜑)

)︂
· 𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1 volq

)︂
d𝑡

+

∫︁ 𝑡1

𝑡0

(︂∫︁
Ω0

𝐿0 div(𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1) volq

)︂
d𝑡.

Now, using the fact that

𝐿0 div(𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1) = −d𝐿0 · (𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1) + div
(︀
𝐿0 𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1

)︀
= −div (𝐿0 I

⋆
3) (𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1) + div

(︀
𝐿0 𝛿p0 ∘ p0−1

)︀
,

and thanks to Stokes theorem, we get finally (1.12).
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