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Diversity of Authors and Addressees of Chinese
Christian Texts from the Tang Period

Alexis BALMONT

Abstract

In their reception of the Chinese Christian documents from the Tang
period, Peter Saeki and Arthur Moule put forth a distinction between the
Aluoben documents and the Jingjing documents, assuming that the authors
of these texts shared the same cultural background, held similar theological
opinions and belonged to a single Christian community. However, the
account of Zunjing about Alunogen’s arrival in China shows that he might
not have been involved in translating the Jingjiao texts into Chinese. In
contrast with Peter Saeki and Arthur Moule’s view, it seems reasonable to
posit that Aluoben might have been a diplomatic emissary of the Persian
Sassanid Empire and that the author of the Xi’an stele subsequently
emphasized his identity as a missionary. Given that Yishenlun and Xuting
Mishisuo jing were addressed to an audience with an understanding of the
Sogdian language, it seems implausible that these two texts were composed
by Aluoben in Chang’an and intended for court officials. Furthermore, it is
evident that the Christians who emigrated to China in the 7" and 8"
centuries were of Sogdian, Persian, and Bactrian origins, and therefore had a
diverse range of historical and cultural backgrounds. In addition, an

Alexis BALMONT holds a joint PhD in Oriental Studies from the Ecole Pratique
des Hautes Etudes (EPHE) at Paris Sciences et Lettres (PSL) University and the
Pontifical Oriental Institute. He is currently a Research Associate at the Centre
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examination of the theological opinions expressed in Yishenlun and Xuting
Mishisuo jing in comparison to those found in other Jingjiao texts reveals
notable divergences. These elements rather suggest that the authors and
intended addressees of the Chinese Christian texts were part of disparate
groups with distinct cultural backgrounds and theological features.

Keywords: Yishenlun, Xuting Mishisuo jing, diversity, Aluoben, Jingjiao
Chinese documents
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