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Defending and Representing French Teachers Abroad: The Role of the

FPERE after the Second World War (1945-1970)

Antoine Vermauwt (University of Lyon), 2025-07-10 NIVERSITE

 Federation of French Teachers

Residing Abroad (FPFRE)

FEDERATION
DES PROFESSEURS FRANCAIS

« Founded in 1932 RESIDANT A LETRANGER

Fondée en 1932

* A unigue and influential actor

« Responds to a need for unity and
solidarity

A LETRANGER

FEDERATION DES PROFESSEURS FRANCAIS RESIDANT



La FPFRE, a « mutual aid association »

« Arepresentative body, a “mutual aid association” uniting those
‘whose daily task is 1o serve, outside our homeland, as effective
promoters of our language’ (BnF, Bulletin de la FPFRE et du FPFE,
no. 53-54, October 1959-March 1960, p. 3)

 Representative of whom?
— Of seconded teachers (enseignants detacheés) working in the
French overseas school network, but also in foreign (hon-French)

educational institutions

— Of locally hired teachers (enseignants employées localement)



A pivotal period marked by the gradual recognition of rights for

French teachers abroad

e This was the era of the “weorld
educational revolution” (1950-
1970)

(John W. Meyer, Francisco O.
Ramirez, Richard Rubinson,
John Boli-Bennett, “The World
Educational Revolution, 1950-
1970,” Sociology of Education,
1977, vol. 50, no. 4, pp. 242-258)

After 1945, France sought to
compensate for a loss of
hard power by reaffirming its
soft power (Frank, 2012).

e An ideology of national greatness,
embodied by de Gaulle (though not
exclusively), serving a French messianic
cultural vision.



The sources of the FPFRE

IMPRIMERIE FABREGUE
S T-YRIEIX (H"™-VIENNE)

e A key intermediary between teachers
and the State, particularly the DGRC.

Mars 1961. e
i age
Caractéristiques de [ouvrage : Piqure de 48 p2g

e Federal bulletin, published twice a year My

Réimpression :

ANT
FESSEURS FRANCAIS RESID

Auteur : FEDERATION DES PRO

e Print run of 1,500-2,000 copies e -

eur :
A L'ETRANGER.

Date d'achévement : 24 Mars 1961.

e Preserved at the BnF (Bibliotheque SN T
nationale de France) Lo

A Saint-Yrieix, le 28 Mars 1961.
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An interesting source to
balance the administrative

LA VIE DE NOS

icale des prof
""",63":;; derniére réunion

. de la double apparten:

101 Jes de la P.PF.RE. et

> puché, membre de I

e locale, de voter pour la dou

N Etranger). 50
¢ que le probléme de:
Par contre, il a é

perspective on French
Education Abroad (EFE)

ssion de rajustement
o crédits alors que la ;

5 octobre 1960 que s'est tenue, .
‘Association amicale des profes
‘o compte rendu de l'activité de Vs
S R.E.: ses interventions au

* [t theretore helps to balance
the reports of the DGRC and
to highlight the challenges,
limitations, and shortcomings
of an education system that
was otherwise expanding,
especially from around 1963-
1965 onward. B _m—




I. Historical Origins and Missions of a “Mutual Aid
Association’ of French Teachers Abroad

II. The Remarkable Continuity of the Major Struggles of the
FPFRE

III. The FPFRE: An Actor in Dialogue with Institutions



I. Historical Origins and Missions of a “Mutual Aid Association” of

Founded
INn Paris in
1932

Context
of global
economic

crisis

Based at
the
Sorbonne

French Teachers Abroad

“What the F.P.F.R.E. set out o do in 1932, at a fime when
French teachers scattered around the world felt singularly
isolated — and thus forgotten or unrecognized — was to
bring together all those who felt the need to unite, to help
them organize into communities of varying sizes within
different national borders, to facilitate comparison of their
respective situations, to support them in fulfilling their mission,
to encourage better mutual knowledge, and to work towards
ensuring that their efforts and results were duly appreciated in
France. This applied equally to civil servants and non-civil
servants, to teachers paid by the French administration or by
a foreign adminisiration, as well as to independent teachers.”

(BnF, Bulletin de la FPFRE et du FPFE, no. 53-54, October 1959-
March 1960, p. 3)



A claimed neutrality

In 1936, its statutes specified that it aimed 1o “contribute to the development of
French culture worldwide” and 1o "defend the moral and material interests’” of
ITs members.

Political and religious neutrality: the Federation “prohibits any political or
religious activity” (Art. 4).

Federal organization: president, vice-president, general secretary, tfreasurer... By
1957, it united 25 national teachers’ associations.

Published federal bulletins.

Organized two congresses annually. These congresses resulted in the adoption
of moftions, which were then presented to the DGRC.

The FPFRE operates without state subsidies. It relies on membership fees.



A Charitable Association within the FPFRE: the FPFE

Founded in 1935 under the initiative of Senator
Ernest Pezet of a “Foyer du Professeur Francais
s 20 FOYER DU PROFESSEUR FRANCAIS -
This charitable association provides monthly R N RAN GEX |
allowances to former teachers without pensions, e
deprived of social security benefits, and NOTRE ASSEMBLEE GENERATE
depends on public and private donations I
(Renault, Alstom, Saint-Gobain...) as well as I ——
conftributions from institutions, such as the Lycée B
Chateaubriand in Rome, where a solidarity

contribution is deducted monthly from salaries.
boration.

Comme les années précédentes, notre ceuvre a eu pour prerglerlg‘tr;lal;&g? r%sn v§x
ser des allocations mensuelles régulierse & 3o anciens professeurs de 1€ g plis-

sant la condition d’avoir été rétribués, a un moment donné de leur carriére, sur les

iniste ires ¢ : . Département a accordé au
fonds du Ministére des Affaires étrangeres. A cet effet, le Departeme i
« Foyer » un crédit de 40704 NF, dont jusqu’a present 20 000 lui ont éte verses.



II. The Remarkable Continuity of the Major Struggles of the FPFRE

e SUMmMer congresses. an

opportunity o take stock— LE BILAN DE LACTION
sometimes alarmingly—of the -

working condifions of French J ¢ 11 sEcONDE GuERRE MONDIALE
teachers abroad. A o

Rapport présenté au XXI° Congrées d'éré

e Also an opportunity to present o reetion e
various reports: on the spread of L s o A o s A
the French language (Monterq,
19568), on teachers’ work (Moisy,
1959), on the future of French as
an international language

(Teynier, 1960)...

(16 juillet 1959)




EXPANSION ? STAGNATION 2 REGRESSION 7

par Lucien BOCHET, Président de la F.P

OMBRES ET LUMIERES DE L’ENSEIGNEMENT AMERICAIN Example Of
ent de la Société des professeurs francais en
content: Table of

Contents of the

L’ACTIVITE FEDERALE .
Federal Bulletin

Le XXX* Congres d'été (juillet 1968). — Autour du Congrées. — A
< des motions de 1967. — Les probléemes de rémunération (Au No. 14

propo
Cambodge et au Laos — Au Burundi). — La Vie de nos groupements. (S t b 19
| eptember 1968)

— Avis du Trésorier.

par André MaMmaN, Présid
Amérique,

Doyen-Assistant a PUniversité de Princeton.

ée de nouvelles. — Les échanges avec I'étranger. — La Direction

Poign
de la Coopération technique du Quai d’Orsay. — Cours permanents pour

étudiants étrangers.
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III. The FPFRE: An Actor in Dialogue with Institutions

Teachers Federations and associations
School Principals Institutions such as BEL and CREDIF

L .
"-l*‘ X : F Z
Inspectors - A .3 &
mission \ : o T ———r
. 3 ..‘,- \S { ) . A o i r : f( ! 7
‘\‘ “““ ?}'} E' " 4! » r. "‘ ;: B 1o 0
. ': ‘ L ’ ¢ = 4
53 L2 { o F B

Alliance francaise, Mission laique francaise,
Alliance israélite universelle

Teaching congregations

Institutes

Alliancelrancaise

Uppsala

Ministries (Ministry of National Education,
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, etc.)

NST!TU

The FPFRE: one of the many actors in French Education Abroad (EFE)




The 22nd Summer Congress of 1960: An Illustration of the Diversity of Invited Actors

Senators Armengaud, Carrier, and Gros, representatives of

French citizens living abroad

Philippe Rebeyrol, director of the Education Service (DGACT)

- Stéphane Hessel, Director of Cooperation with the
Community and Abroad
- M. Gossart, inspector general

- M. Lacroix, inspector general

René Seydoux, Vice-President of the CSFE

M. Quignard, representing Inspector General Edmée
Hatinguais, Director of the CIEP (1945-1966)

M. Rosier, President of the CTl

M. Capelle, Director

Marcel Fort, Secretary general of the MLF

Miss Besson, representing Marc Blancpain, Secretary General
of the AF.




Interministerial Tensions Reflected in the FPFRE’s Sources

« Roger Seydoux described the DGACT officials as
“advocates” of the Federation, while also
acknowledging the budgetary constraints imposed by
the Ministry of Finance: “l recognize that the Ministry of
Finance also has its difficulties and that, sometimes, the
efforts of our parliamentary friends have not always
managed to convince their colleagues of the necessity
to grant us the funds we needed.”

« Tensions with the “Rue de Rivoli” [i.e., the Ministry of
Finance] are a recurring theme in the FPFRE archives. [Roger Seydoux, diplomat
and Director of the
Bulletin of the Federation of French Teachers Residing DGACT (1956-1960)
Abroad and the Foyer of the French Teacher Abroad,
BnF, no. 47-48, May-September 1958, p. 13.



« These interactions also resulted in institutionalized
practices. Annual receptions in July:

- At the Salon de I'Horloge of the Quai d'Orsay by
the Director General of Cultural and Technical
Affairs,

- At the Palais du Luxembourg by the President of the
Senate.

« According to Senator Longchambon’s words, the
“concerns [of the FPFRE] always coincide with the
deep necessities of France’s influence abroad.”

BnF, Bulletins no. 51-52 of the FPFRE and FPFE, May-
September 1959, p. 9.

BnF, Bulletins no. 55-56 of the FPFRE and FPFE, April-
September 1960, p. 13.



* A correspondence between the Director of the DGACT and the President of the
FPFRE marked by cordiality. Lucien Bochet notes that the DGACT holds an

“undeniable sympathy” for the FPFRE and that it 1s an ally against the Rue de
Rivoli.

* However, the FPFRE strongly criticized its exclusion from the consultations held
in July 1957, which aimed to establish a “program for the expansion and
restructuring of France’s cultural and technical activities abroad.” The failure to
consult field teachers was perceived by the FPFRE as technocratic disdain.

Sources: Bulletin of the Federation of French Teachers Residing Abroad and the
Foyer of the French Teacher Abroad, BnF, no. 47-48, May—September 1958, p. 35;
no. 53—54, October 1959—March 1960, p. 7.



Conclusion

« An indispensable actor Ex SEEEA DS 58 & £
. REPUBLIQUE ETABLISSEMENT aere
g i Te FrlenCTh " FRANCAISE D’ENSEIGNEMENT FRANCAIS A L'ETRANGER®
eaducdarional networ "

Experience

abroad.

« A vital link between the
field and the ceniral
administration.

 |ts struggles — for salary
equity, recognition of
status, and the dignity
of the profession — still
resonate today in
debates on French
education outside
France.
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