
HAL Id: hal-04973307
https://hal.science/hal-04973307v1

Preprint submitted on 6 Mar 2025

HAL is a multi-disciplinary open access archive
for the deposit and dissemination of scientific re-
search documents, whether they are published or not.
The documentsmay come from teaching and research
institutions in France or abroad, or from public or pri-
vate research centers.

L’archive ouverte pluridisciplinaireHAL, est des-
tinée au dépôt et à la diffusion de documents scien-
tifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant
des établissements d’enseignement et de recherche
français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou
privés.

Distributed under a Creative Commons CC BY 4.0 - Attribution - International License

𝑞-analogues of 𝜋-formulas due to Ramanujan and Guillera
John Campbell

To cite this version:

John Campbell. 𝑞-analogues of 𝜋-formulas due to Ramanujan and Guillera. 2025. ⟨hal-04973307⟩

https://hal.science/hal-04973307v1
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://hal.archives-ouvertes.fr


q-analogues of π-formulas due to Ramanujan and Guillera

John M. Campbell

Abstract

The first known q-analogues for any of the 17 formulas for 1
π due to

Ramanujan were introduced in 2018 by Guo and Liu (J Difference Equ
Appl 29:505–513, 2018), via the q-Wilf–Zeilberger method. Through
a “normalization” technique based on the q-polynomial coefficients
involved in first-order difference equations obtained from the q-version
of Zeilberger’s algorithm, we introduce q-WZ pairs that extend WZ
pairs introduced by Guillera (Adv in Appl Math 29:599–603, 2002).
We apply our q-WZ pairs to introduce and prove q-analogues of two of
Ramanujan’s series for 1

π and q-analogues of Guillera’s first two series
for 1

π2 . We also apply our normalization method to further extend
Guillera’s WZ pairs by introducing hypergeometric expansions for 1

π2 .

Keywords: Wilf–Zeilberger method; Wilf–Zeilberger pair; difference equation; Ramanujan-

type series, q-Pochhammer symbol, q-analogue.

2020 Mathematics Subject Classification: 05A10, 33F10.

1 Introduction

The Wilf–Zeilberger (WZ) method [20] is of great importance in combina-
torics, special functions theory, and computer science. One of the most
notable developments in the history of WZ theory is given by the discoveries
due to Guillera, with a 2002 contribution of Guillera [13] having led to a
breakthrough in the areas of mathematics related to Ramanujan’s series for
1
π
[2, pp. 352–354] [21]. Guillera [13] applied the WZ method, through the

use of Zeilberger’s EKHAD package for the Maple Computer Algebra System,
to introduce and prove the first Ramanujan-type series for 1

π2 . This moti-
vates the development of techniques to build upon Guillera’s applications of
the WZ method and the EKHAD package. This provides the main purpose of
our paper.

Following the work of Guillera [13], a discrete function A(n, k) is said

to be hypergeometric if A(n+1,k)
A(n,k)

and A(n,k+1)
A(n,k)

are rational functions. A pair
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(F,G) of bivariate, hypergeometric functions F = F (n, k) and G = G(n, k)
is a WZ pair if the discrete difference equation

F (n+ 1, k)− F (n, k) = G(n, k + 1)−G(n, k) (1)

holds. For a WZ pair (F,G), there exists a rational function R(n, k) such
that G(n, k) = R(n, k)F (n, k) [27], and R(n, k) is referred to as the certificate
associated with (F,G). Setting

H(n, k) := F (n+ 1, n+ k) +G(n, n+ k), (2)

the relation
∞∑
n=0

G(n, 0) =
∞∑
n=0

H(n, 0) (3)

proved by Zeilberger provides a key in Guillera’s derivations of remarkable
formulas such as

128

π2
=

∞∑
n=0

(−1)n
(
2n
n

)5
220n

(
820n2 + 180n+ 13

)
. (4)

The WZ pair (F,G) employed by Guillera to prove (4) was determined
through the EKHAD package and is such that

F (n, k) = 512
(−1)k

216n24k
n3

4n− 2k − 1

(
2n
n

)4(2k
k

)3(4n−2k
2n−k

)(
2n
k

)(
n+k
n

)2 . (5)

The problem of determining q-analogues of the WZ pairs applied by Guillera
[13] has led us to formulate an “EKHAD-type” method toward extending known
WZ pairs, and we apply our method to obtain q-analogues of the π-formulas
proved by Guillera [13].

2 Background and preliminaries

The Γ-function is defined for arguments with a positive real part so that
Γ(x) =

∫∞
0

tx−1e−t dt and its analytic continuation is obtained through the

relation Γ(x) = Γ(x+1)
x

. The Pochhammer symbol may then be defined so

that (x)n = Γ(x+n)
Γ(x)

, and we write[
α, β, . . . , γ

A,B, . . . , C

]
k

=
(α)k(β)k · · · (γ)k
(A)k(B)k · · · (C)k

.
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Similarly, the q-Pochhammer symbol may be defined so that

(a; q)∞ =
∞∏
k=0

(
1− aqk

)
and (a; q)n =

(a; q)∞
(aqn; q)∞

,

and we write [
α, β, . . . , γ

A,B, . . . , C

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
n

=
(α; q)n (β; q)n · · · (γ; q)n
(A; q)n (B; q)n · · · (C; q)n

.

We also let the q-bracket symbol be such that [n]q =
1−qn

1−q
.

A number of past research contributions have concerned q-analogues of
Ramanujan’s and Guillera’s π-formulas, and our main results are inspired by
many of these past research works. The WZ-based approach involved in our
current paper is not equivalent to that involved in our past work [3] on a
q-analogue of the Guillera formula

π2

4
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

4

)n [1, 1, 1
3
2
, 3
2
, 3
2

]
n

(3n+ 2)

introduced and proved via the WZ method in 2008 [11].
Our applications below based on the q-analogue of Zeilberger’s algorithm

are inspired by how Guo and Liu [16] applied the q-WZ method to prove the
q-analogue

∞∑
n=0

qn
2 [
q, q
∣∣ q2]

n

[
q2

q4, q4, q4

∣∣∣∣∣ q4
]
n

[6n+ 1]q = (1 + q)

[
q2, q6

q4, q4

∣∣∣∣∣ q4
]
∞

of Ramanujan’s formula

4

π
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

4

)n [1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

1, 1, 1

]
n

(6n+ 1)

and the q-analogue

∞∑
n=0

(−1)nq3n
2

[
q, q, q

∣∣ q2]
n[

q4, q4, q4
∣∣ q4]

n

[6n+ 1]q =

[
q3, q5

q4, q4

∣∣∣∣∣ q4
]
∞
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of Ramanujan’s formula

2
√
2

π
=

∞∑
n=0

(
−1

8

)n [1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

1, 1, 1

]
n

(6n+ 1).

Zeilberger’s algorithm and the “normalization” procedure that we apply are
not involved in the work of Guo and Liu or in any other past references
concerning q-analogues of Ramanujan’s or Guillera’s formulas.

As noted by Guo and Zudilin [17] the first known q-analogues for any of
the 17 formulas for 1

π
due to Ramanujan were introduced by Guo and Liu in

2018 [16]. Guo and Zudilin also proved the q-analogue

∞∑
n=0

(−1)nq2n
2

[
q2, q2

q4, q4,

∣∣∣∣∣ q4
]
n

(q; q2)2n
(q4; q4)2n

×(
[8n+ 1]q + [4n+ 1]q

q4n+1

1 + q4n+2

)
= (1 + q)

[
q2, q6

q4, q4

∣∣∣∣∣ q4
]
∞

of Ramanujan’s formula

8

π
=

∞∑
n=0

(
−1

4

)n [1
4
, 1
2
, 3
4

1, 1, 1

]
n

(20n+ 3) (6)

and the q-analogue

∞∑
n=0

q2n
2

[
q

q2

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
2n

[
q, q
∣∣ q2]

n[
q6, q6

∣∣ q6]
n

[8n+ 1]q =

[
q3

q2

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
∞

[
q3

q6

∣∣∣∣∣ q6
]
∞

of Ramanujan’s formula

2
√
3

π
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

9

)n [1
4
, 1
2
, 3
4

1, 1, 1

]
n

(8n+ 1).

The works of Guo and Liu and of Guo and Zudilin are related to many sub-
sequent research works concerning q-analogues of π-formulas [4, 5, 6, 14, 15,
18, 19, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26] and motivate the new results proved in Section 3 be-
low. Devising q-analogues for π-formulas is considered to be challenging [25],
which motivates our EKHAD-normalization technique described in Section 3
below. Our approach toward the problem of finding q-analogues of Guillera’s
WZ pairs is not equivalent to Guillera’s approach toward this problem [14],
and we invite the interested reader to make the proper comparison.
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3 q-analogues of Ramanujan’s formulas

Out of the series expansions for 1
π
discovered by Ramanujan, the first WZ

proof for any such expansion is due to Zeilberger [9]. In 2002, Guillera
[13] introduced WZ proofs of Ramanujan’s formula in (6) and Ramanujan’s
formula such that

16

π
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

64

)n [1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

1, 1, 1

]
n

(42n+ 5). (7)

The F -entry in the WZ pair (F,G) Guillera applied to prove (6) and (7) is
such that

F (n, k) = 64
(−1)n(−1)k

210n22k
n2

4n− 2k − 1

(
2k
k

)2(2n
n

)2(4n−2k
2n−k

)(
2n
k

)(
n+k
n

) . (8)

This was obtained by Guillera through the EKHAD package. By rewriting (8)
as

F (n, k) = −64

(
−1

4

)n [−1
4
, 1
4
, 1
2

1, 1, 1

]
n

n2

[ 1
2
, 1
2

3
2
− 2n, 1 + n

]
k

, (9)

this has led us toward a way of generalizing Guillera’s WZ pair (F,G),
through the use of both Zeilberger’s algorithm and its q-analogue.

Taking the combination of Pochhammer symbols in (9) indexed by k, we
set

F(n, k) :=

[ 1
2
, 1
2

3
2
− 2n, 1 + n

]
k

. (10)

Applying Zeilberger’s algorithm to (10), we obtain the difference equation

p1(n)F(n+ 1, k) + p2(n)F(n, k) = G(n, k + 1)− G(n, k) (11)

for the polynomials p1(n) = (2n+1)(4n−1)(4n+1) and p2(n) = 128n2(n+1),
and for the companion G(n, k) = R(n, k)F(n, k), for the certificateR(n, k) =
2(n+ 1)(2k − 4n+ 1)(2k + 20n+ 3). By “normalizing” F(n, k) by setting

F(n, k) = F(n, k)(−1)n
n−1∏
m=1

p1(m)

p2(m)
, (12)

this normalized version of F(n, k) is none other, up to a constant scalar mul-
tiple, than the function F (n, k) obtained by Guillera via the EKHAD package,
i.e., so that the desired WZ difference equation in (1) is satisfied.
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For a hypergeometric function F(n, k) that satisfies a first-order difference
equation from Zeilberger’s algorithm or its q-analogue, we define the EKHAD-
normalization F(n, k) of F(n, k) according to (12) and for the polynomial (or
q-polynomial) coefficients p1(n) and p2(n) of F(n + 1, k) and F(n, k) in the
difference equation for F given by Zeilberger’s algorithm (or its q-version).
By experimenting with variants and extensions of the input function in (10)
using EKHAD-normalization, this has led us to extend Guillera’s results [13],
as below. This normalization approach is inspired by the WZ seeds recently
introduced by Au [1], and we invite the interested reader to compare the
respective approaches.

Experimentally, we have discovered that the q-analogue

qk

[
q

1
2 , q

1
2

q
3
2
−2n, q1+n

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
k

(13)

of the input function F(n, k) in (10) satisfies a first-order recurrence via the
q-version of Zeilberger’s algorithm. The EKHAD-normalization of (13) has led
us to construct a q-WZ pair to prove the following new result, which (as we
later clarify) provides a q-analogue of Ramanujan’s formula in (6).

Theorem 1. For the q-polynomial

ρ(n, q) = −2q2n+1 + q4n+1 − q4n+2 + q6n+1 + q8n+2 + q10n+3 − 1,

the equality

∞∑
n=0

(−1)nq3(n−1)(n+1)

[
q

−q2,−q2, q2, q2, q2,−q3,−q3

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
n

×

[
q, q3

∣∣ q4]
n
ρ(n, q) =

(q − 1)(q + 1)3

q3

[
q, q

q2, q3

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]

1
2

holds for a free parameter q.

Proof. We set

F (n, k; q) := 4(−1)nq
3n2

2
+k−1

(
1 + q

1
2

)3
(1− qn)2(

1− q
1
2

)2 [
q−

1
2 , q

1
2

∣∣ q2]
n
×

6



[
q

1
2

−1,−1,−q
1
2 ,−q

1
2 , q, q, q

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
n

[
q

1
2 , q

1
2

q
3
2
−2n, q1+n

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
k

.

By then setting

R(n, k; q) :=
q2n − qk+

1
2

qk (1− qn)2 (qn + 1)2
×

qk+2n+ 1
2 − 2qn+

1
2 − q2n+1 + q3n+

1
2 + q4n+1 + q5n+

3
2 − 1

2qn+1 + q2n+
3
2 +

√
q

and G(n, k; q) := R(n, k; q)F (n, k; q), we may verify that the difference equa-
tion

F (n+ p+ 1, k; q)− F (n+ p, k; q) = G(n+ p, k + 1; q)−G(n+ p, k; q)

holds for a free parameter p. A telescoping phenomenon then gives us that

F (m+ p+ 1, k; q)− F (p, k; q) =
n∑

n=0

(
G(n+ p, k + 1; q)−G(n+ p, k; q)

)
for positive integers m. Setting m → ∞ and p → 0, we obtain that

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, k; q) = lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, k + 1; q). (14)

Carlson’s theorem can then be applied to show that both sides of (14) are
constant for every value of k, including non-integers, so that

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, 0; q) = lim
p→0

(
G

(
p,

1

2
; q

)
+

∞∑
n=1

G

(
n+ p,

1

2
; q

))
. (15)

We may verify that limp→0G
(
n + p, 1

2

)
vanishes for positive integers n, so

that an application of the dominated convergence theorem using (15) gives
us that

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, 0; q) = lim
p→0

G

(
p,

1

2
; q

)
. (16)

We again apply the dominated convergence theorem to interchange the lim-
iting operations on the left of (16). After applying the substitution q 7→ q2,
we obtain an equivalent verison of the desired result.
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Multiplying both sides of the equality in Theorem 3 by 1
q−1

and setting
q → 1, the summand, for a nonnegative integer n, of the left-hand side
reduces to the summand of the Ramanujan series in (6) for the same argument
n, and the right-hand side reduces to 8

π
according to the known proprty of

the q-Gamma function

Γq(x) := (1− q)1−x

∞∏
n=1

1− qn

1− qn+x−1

whereby

lim
q→1

Γq2

(
1

2

)
=

√
π. (17)

As clarified below, Theorem 3 providea a q-analogue of Ramanujan’s for-
mula in (7).

Theorem 2. For the q-polynomials

ρ1(n, q) =
(
1−q2n−1

)(
3q10n+3+3q8n+2−q6n+3+2q6n+1−3q4n+2−3q2n+1−1

)
and ρ2(n, q) = (1 + q2n+1)

2
, the equality

∞∑
n=0

(−1)nq(n−1)(3n+5)

[
q, q, q, q, q3

−q2,−q2, q2, q2, q2, q3−4n, q2n+2

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
n

×[
q−1, q

q2, q6

∣∣∣∣∣ q4
]
n

ρ1(n, q)

ρ2(n, q)
=

(q − 1)2(q + 1)2

q6

[
q, q

q2, q3

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]

1
2

holds for a free parameter q.

Proof. For the same WZ pair (F,G) involved in our proof of Theorem 3, by
setting H(n, k; q) as in (2) so that

H(n, k; q) := F (n+ 1, n+ k; q) +G(n, n+ k; q), (18)

an equivalent version of Zeilberger’s identity in (3) gives us that

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, 0; q) = lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

H(n+ p, 0; q). (19)
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From the same application of Carlson’s theorem as in the proof of Theorem
3, we obtain from (19) that

lim
p→0

G

(
p,

1

2
; q

)
= lim

p→0

∞∑
n=0

H(n+ p, 0; q). (20)

Applying the dominated convergence theorem to interchange the order of
limiting operations on the right of (20), and applying the substitution q 7→ q2,
we obtain an equivalent version of the desired result.

Multiplying both sides of the q-identity in Theorem 3 by q(q+1)2

(1−q)2
and

setting q → 1, the summand of the infinite series for a given natural number
n reduces to the summand of Ramanujan’s series in (7) for the same integer n,
and we may again apply the q-Gamma relation in (17) to obtain the desired
multiple of 1

π
.

4 q-analogues of Guillera’s formulas

By rewriting Guillera’s F -function in (5) so that

F (n, k) = −512

(
− 1

16

)n [−1
4
, 1
4
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

1, 1, 1, 1, 1

]
n

n3

[ 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

3
2
− 2n, 1 + n, 1 + n

]
k

,

this leads us to apply EKHAD-normalization using a q-analogue of the factor[ 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

3
2
− 2n, 1 + n, 1 + n

]
k

, (21)

namely

qk

[
q

1
2 , q

1
2 , q

1
2

q
3
2
−2n, q1+n, q1+n

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
k

. (22)

Using the q-version of Zeilberger’s algorithm, we find that (22) satisfies a
first-order recurrence, and this has led us to construct a q-WZ pair to prove
the following q-analogue of the formula

32

π2
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

16

)n [1
4
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 3
4

1, 1, 1, 1, 1

]
n

(120n2 + 34n+ 3) (23)

due to Guillera [13].
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Theorem 3. For the q-polynomial

ρ(n, q) = 3q2n+1−3q4n+1+3q4n+2−2q6n+1−3q6n+2+q6n+3+q8n+1−3q8n+2−
2q8n+3 + 3q10n+2 − 3q10n+3 + 3q12n+3 + q14n+4 + 1.

the relation

∞∑
n=0

q2n
2

[
q, q, q

−q2,−q2,−q2, q2, q2, q2, q2, q2,−q3,−q3,−q3

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
n

×

[
q, q3

∣∣ q4]
n
ρ(n, q) = (q − 1)2(q + 1)4

[
q, q, q

q2, q2, q3

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]

1
2

holds for a free parameter q.

Proof. By setting F (n, k; q) as

8qk+n2

(√
q + 1

)5
(1− qn)3(

1−√
q
)3√

q

[
q

1
2 , q

1
2 , q

1
2

−1,−1,−1,−q
1
2 ,−q

1
2 ,−q

1
2 , q, q, q, q, q

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
n

×[
q−

1
2 , q

1
2

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
n

[
q

1
2 , q

1
2 , q

1
2

q
3
2
−2n, q1+n, q1+n

∣∣∣∣∣ q
]
k

,

we obtain the rational certificate R(n, k; q) equal to

q
1
2
−k
(
qk+1 − q2n+

1
2

)
q3/2 (1− q2n)3

(
1 + q

2n+1
2

)3 τ(n, k)
for the q-polynomial

τ(n, k) := −3qk+2n+ 1
2 − 3qk+3n+1 + qk+4n+ 1

2 − 2qk+4n+ 3
2 + 3qk+5n+1+

3qk+6n+ 3
2 +qk+7n+2+3qn+

1
2 +3q2n+1−2q3n+

1
2 +q3n+

3
2 −3q4n+1−3q5n+

3
2 +1.

By setting G(n, k; q) := R(n, k; q)F (n, k; q), we find that the q-difference
equation

F (n+ p+ 1, k; q)− F (n+ p, k; q) = G(n+ p, k + 1; q)−G(n+ p, k; q)

10



holds for a free parameter p. We again apply a telescoping argument to
obtain that

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, k; q) = lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, k + 1; q), (24)

and we again apply Carlson’s theorem to obtain that (24) holds for all k,
including non-integer values. We again obtain that

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, 0; q) = lim
p→0

(
G

(
p,

1

2
; q

)
+

∞∑
n=1

G

(
n+ p,

1

2
; q

))
,

and we again find that this reduces to

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, 0; q) = lim
p→0

G

(
p,

1

2
; q

)
,

and we again reverse the order of limiting operations on the left-hand side,
and we again apply the substitution q 7→ q2. This gives us an equivalent
version of the desired result.

Multiplying both sides of the identity in Theorem 3 by (1+q)2

4(1−q)2q2
and set-

ting q → 1, the summand for the series in Theorem 3 for a given natural
number n approaches the summand of the Guillera series in (23) for the same
index n, and we may apply the q-Gamma relation in (17) to obtain a multple
of 1

π2 .
For the same q-WZ pair (F,G) involved in our proof of Theorem 3, ac-

cording to the relation

lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

G(n+ p, 0; q) = lim
p→0

∞∑
n=0

H(n+ p, 0; q).

for H as in (18), this can be used to obtain a q-analogue of the Guillera
formula [13] such that

128

π2
=

∞∑
n=0

(
− 1

1024

)n [1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2

1, 1, 1, 1, 1

]
n

(820n2 + 180n+ 13),

according to a similar approach as in our proof of Theorem 3. Explicitly, for
the q-polynomials

11



ρ1(n, q) = q2(n+1)2 + 5q2(n+1)(n+3) − q2n
2+2n+3 − 3q2n

2+4n+4 + q2n
2+6n+2 +

3q2n
2+6n+3 − q2n

2+6n+5 − q2n
2+8n+1 + 3q2n

2+8n+3 + 6q2n
2+8n+4 −

3q2n
2+10n+2 − 5q2n

2+10n+3 + q2n
2+10n+4 + 5q2n

2+10n+7 − 6q2n
2+12n+3 −

6q2n
2+12n+4 − 5q2n

2+12n+5 − 6q2n
2+12n+6 − q2n

2+12n+8 + 5q2n
2+14n+2 +

q2n
2+14n+3 − 2q2n

2+14n+5 − 5q2n
2+14n+6 − 17q2n

2+14n+7 − 3q2n
2+14n+9 +

6q2n
2+16n+3 + 3q2n

2+16n+4 + 6q2n
2+16n+5 + 17q2n

2+16n+6 + q2n
2+16n+7 +

2q2n
2+16n+8 − q2n

2+16n+10 − q2n
2+18n+2 + 2q2n

2+18n+4 + q2n
2+18n+5 +

17q2n
2+18n+6 + 6q2n

2+18n+7 + 3q2n
2+18n+8 + 6q2n

2+18n+9 − 3q2n
2+20n+3 −

17q2n
2+20n+5 − 5q2n

2+20n+6 − 2q2n
2+20n+7 + q2n

2+20n+9 + 5q2n
2+20n+10 −

q2n
2+22n+4 − 6q2n

2+22n+6 − 5q2n
2+22n+7 − 6q2n

2+22n+8 − 6q2n
2+22n+9 +

5q2n
2+24n+5 + q2n

2+24n+8 − 5q2n
2+24n+9 − 3q2n

2+24n+10 + 5q2n
2+26n+6 +

6q2n
2+26n+8 + 3q2n

2+26n+9 − q2n
2+26n+11 − q2n

2+28n+7 + 3q2n
2+28n+9 +

q2n
2+28n+10 − 3q2n

2+30n+8 + q2n
2+30n+10 − q2n

2+32n+9

and ρ2(n, q) = 1− q4n−1, the relation

∞∑
n=0

[
q, q, q, q, q, q

−q2,−q2,−q2, q2, q2, q2,−q3,−q3,−q3, q4, q4, q3−4n, q4+2n, q4+2n

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]
n

×
[
q−1, q

∣∣ q4]
n

ρ1(n, q)

ρ2(n, q)
= (1− q)3q2(q + 1)4

(
1− q2

)2 [ q, q, q

q2, q2, q3

∣∣∣∣∣ q2
]

1
2

holds for a free parameter q.

5 Conclusion

Our EKHAD-normalization technique can be used to produce q-analogues of
many further series for π, and this includes q-analogues of further Ramanujan-
type series for 1

π
proved via the WZ method by Guillera [10]. For the sake

of brevity, we leave this to a separate project, and we briefly conclude by
considering how our EKHAD-normalization technique can be applied to obtain
hypergeometric evaluations for 1

π
and 1

π2 , using variants and extensions of
the hypergeometric F -functions applied by Guillera [13].

As a generalization of the hypergeometric function in (21), we define

Fα(n, k) :=

[
α, 1

2
, 1− α

3
2
− 2n, n+ 1, n+ 1

]
k+βn

. (25)

12



By applying EKHAD-normalization, according to (12), for special cases of the
parameters and variables involved in (25), and applying WZ relations as in
(14) and (19), this leads us to expansions for 1

π2 and 1
π
that motivate further

applications of our method. For example, applying EKHAD-normalization in
(25) and setting (α, β, k) =

(
1
2
, 1, 0

)
and applying the relation in (3), we

obtain that

2048

π2
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

729

)n [1
4
, 1
4
, 1
4
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 3
4
, 3
4
, 3
4

1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 4
3
, 4
3
, 5
3
, 5
3

]
n

×
(
372736n6 + 815616n5 + 682752n4 + 275168n3 + 55536n2 + 5310n+ 207

)
.

Similarly, by applying EKHAD-normalization in (25) and setting (α, β, k) =(
1
4
, 1, 0

)
and applying the relation in (3), we obtain that

2048

π
=

∞∑
n=0

(
1

729

)n [1
4
, 1
4
, 1
4
, 1
2
, 3
4
, 3
4
, 3
4

1, 1, 1, 4
3
, 4
3
, 5
3
, 5
3

]
n

×
(
186368n5 + 384512n4 + 293344n3 + 100760n2 + 14890n+ 651

)
.

Similarly, by applying EKHAD-normalization to[ 1
2
, 1
2
, 2n

n+ 1, n+ 1, 1

]
k

, (26)

we recover Guillera’s WZ pair (F,G) such that

F (n, k) =

[
1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1 + k

2
, 1
2
+ k

2

1, 1, 1, k + 1, k + 1

]
n

[1
2
, 1
2

1, 1

]
k

96n3

2n+ k

applied by Guillera [12] to prove the remarkable result such that

48

π2
=

∞∑
n=0

(
27

64

)n [1
3
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 2
3

1, 1, 1, 1, 1

]
n

(
74n2 + 27n+ 3

)
.

This leads us to generalize (26) by setting

Fα,β1,β2,γ1,γ2,γ3,γ4(n, k) =

[
α, 1− α, (β1 + β2)n+ γ1

β1n+ γ2, β2 + γ3, γ4

]
k+δn

(27)

13



and by applying EKHAD-normalization. For example, for the (α, β1, β2, γ1,
γ2, γ3, γ4, δ) =

(
1
2
, 1, 2, 0, 1, 1, 1, 0

)
case of (27), we obtain from the WZ

relation in (3) that

128

π2
=

∞∑
n=0

(
256

729

)n [1
4
, 1
4
, 1
4
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 1
2
, 3
4
, 3
4
, 3
4

1, 1, 1, 1, 1, 4
3
, 4
3
, 5
3

]
n

×
(
7568n6 + 17184n5 + 15256n4 + 6748n3 + 1574n2 + 186n+ 9

)
.
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[20] M. Petkovšek, H. S. Wilf, D. Zeilberger, A = B, A K Peters, Ltd.,
Wellesley, MA, 1996.

[21] S. Ramanujan, Modular equations and approximations to π, Quart. J.
45 (1914) 350–372.

[22] Z.-W. Sun, Two q-analogues of Euler’s formula ζ(2) = π2/6, Colloq.
Math. 158 (2019), no. 2, 313–320.

[23] R.-H. Wang and M. X. X. Zhong, q-rational reduction and q-analogues
of series for π, J. Symbolic Comput. 116 (2023), 58–71.

[24] C. Wei, q-analogues of several π-formulas, Proc. Amer. Math. Soc. 148
(2020), no. 6, 2287–2296.

[25] C. Wei, On two double series for π and their q-analogues, Ramanujan
J. 60 (2023), no. 3, 615–625.

[26] C. Wei and G. Ruan, Some double series for π and their q-analogues, J.
Math. Anal. Appl. 537 (2024), no. 1, Paper No. 128309, 11.

[27] H. S. Wilf and D. Zeilberger, Rational functions certify combinatorial
identities, J. Amer. Math. Soc. 3 (1990), no. 1, 147–158.

[28] V. V. Zudilin, Quadratic transformations and Guillera’s formulas for
1/π2, Mat. Zametki 81 (2007) 335–340.

John M. Campbell

Department of Mathematics and Statistics
Dalhousie University
6299 South St, Halifax, NS B3H 4R2

jh241966@dal.ca

16


