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MORTALITY IN NEONATAL AND PEDIATRIC KITTENS:
DIAGNOSTIC STRATEGIES OF PRACTITIONERS

Sylvie CHASTANT, Agnes BOISSEAU , Kristin HENZEL*, Virginie GAILLARD*, Corine BOUCRAUT-BARALON**, Aurélien GRELLET
Neocare, Ecole Nationale Vetérinaire de Toulouse, France; * Royal Canin, Aimargues, France; **Scanelis, Colomiers, France

CONTEXT

Kitten mortality is frequent 8% in the feline species
over the 2 first months of age 1.

Identification of the cause is challenging (weak clinical
expression + paucity of macroscopical lesions )

- vets ask for PCR analysis

MATERIAL AND METHOD

QUESTIONS

In case of a kitten death over the first 4 months of life, what
do French vet practitioners perform: how many samples ?

How many and which pathogens ? Does their diagnostic
strategy depend on the symptoms observed before death ?
On the kitten age ?
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DISCUSSION

Largest cohort of dead kittens ever published [?] but representing less than 1% of the estimated number of kittens died in France over the same period.
Number of samples per kitten did not vary with age.

There is a discrepancy between the nature of samples and the clinical signs exhibited ante mortem.

The number of targeted pathogens decreased with age and their nature varied depending with age.

Only the pathogens targeted by the vet were analysed, making impossible the determination of the prevalence of each pathogen. A systematic analysis of
a selection of pathogens (depending on the age of the kitten and/or of the symptoms observed ante mortem) would be the only way to identify most
frequent pathogens and determine the actual prevalence of each. Such a study would be of major interest to increase elucidation rate in case of the death

of a Kkitten.
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