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Stem spaces in abstractive morphology: a look at defectiveness in French conjugation
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Defectlve verbs In French An abstractive analysis for stem space
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Boye & Cabredo Hofherr (2010) defines defectiveness as the o statistical distributions for output
result of three different processes: i) a frequency effect, ii) an o Generating forms (Boyé 2015,2016)
indeterminacy effect, iii) a taboo effect. They propose that all
three correspond to the suppletion of a null-stem in the stem
space of a lexeme blocking the realization of the corresponding
part of the paradigm.

® using all known forms
¢ filling all cells
® Extracting paradigms:
® Cliquing forms

Percentage of total frequency

¢ inflectional forms are all analogically connected
® Comparing candidates
® the best clique is the largest and the most cohesive

The analysis proposed here recasts Boyée & Cabredo Hofherr’s
insights in an abstractive approach.

The gist of the argument is that defectiveness does not rely
solely on particular frequency distribution but also on partial
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N 153 entropy. The original insights of Boyé & Cabredo Hofherr are captured without using a stem space, subjunctive if one form of the zone is in the SWIM output.
- S suppletion of a null-stem, or stems at all. It relies on the fact i) that defective verbs cannot be generalized - )

from the known forms using any of the patterns from the fully inflecting lexemes, ii) that any zero-entropy

Other defective verbs zone will be filled if one of its member is known, leaving gaps composed of zero-entropy zones.

Zero-entropy and overabundance
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