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Experiments: objectives and methods

The function of fireboxes has been associated with food preparation, incense burning,
and unguent production (6). These hypotheses have been tested through experiments.
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Vessels manufacturing

28 replicas of fireboxes and one stand were crafted to test vessel function. Some
surfaces were smoothed, while others were left untreated (7). Additional experimental
pots of various sizes and fabrics were made to study forming techniques and to

Mosso 1907 determine if the type of the pottery paste affects the efficiency of the vessels.

Experiments: fireboxes’ use

Preliminary results confirm the hypothesis of unguent production. Unguents were
made using scented ingredients known in the Bronze Age, such as olive oil,
frankincense, beeswax, and safflower (8).

8) Unguent made with a firebox
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Discussion Organic residue analysis

Experiments and organic residue analysis may clarify the function of fireboxes. Organic residue analysis will be conducted to identify resins and fatty substances
Preliminary results suggest these vessels were used for unguent production, though preserved in ancient fireboxes. We are currently in the process of creating a reference
further research is needed. If confirmed, this hypothesis would uncover an activity dataset using a variety of modern raw material (resins (9), oils and aromatic plants)
oreviously unknown before the Late Bronze Age II-Ill Linear B tablets, shedding light on that will enable reliable characterization of residues recovered and will allow insights
the raw materials, techniques, and craft spaces tied to an important activity in daily life, into the exploitation of varied natural resources.

likely for cosmetics and medicine.

9) Species and provenance of the resins analyzed in the reference collection
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