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The Central Indian Yadava Dynasty:
Epigraphic Self-Representation versus Hemadri’s Account

Annette Schmiedchen

Humboldt-Universitét zu Berlin,
Institut fiir Asien- und Afrikawissenschaften

1. Introduction

Medieval rulers called Yadavas are referred to in numerous inscriptions from
Maharashtra and northern Karnataka dating from the ninth to the fourteenth
centuries, as well as in the Vratakhanda of the Caturvargacintamani, composed by
an author named Hemadri, a minister at the court of the Yadavas in the thir-
teenth century. Based on the epigraphic material, two lines of the Yadava dyn-
asty can be distinguished (Table 1): an early one with the capital at Sindinagara,
present-day Sinnar near Nasik in western Maharashtra (850-1100), and a late
one with the capital at Devagiri, present-day Daulatabad in the Aurangabad Dis-
trict of central Maharashtra (1100-1320).

Early Yadavas | 850 - 1000 no inscriptions extant
1000 —-1100 copperplate charters
Late Yadavas late 12th — mid-13th century stone inscriptions
late 13th — early 14th century stone inscriptions and copperplate charters

Table 1. Inscriptions of the Yadava period

Hemadri called this family yadava-vamsa. In their own epigraphic records, the
kings of this royal house were named Yadava or described as members of the
Yadu dynasty (yadu-kula, yadu-vamsa, or yadv-anvaya) and as descendants of one
branch of the mythical lunar lineage (soma-vamsa). The historical Yadavas were
not the only dynasty which used the name Yadava.' Before them, the Rastrakata

1 Thelabel “historical Yadavas” is used by modern historians, but was, of course, no concept
that was really applicable in their time, because the kings of that dynasty would not have
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kings had employed this name as a secondary appellation since the reign of
Amoghavarsal (Schmiedchen 2014, 48-51). The Karnataka-based Hoysala rulers,
contemporaries of the Yadavas, also tagged their royal dynasty with the same
appellation as a secondary designation (Derrett 1957, 15). The historical Yadava
kings were also called Seuna (Sevana, Sevuna), although not so much by them-
selves but rather by their adversaries, for instance, the Hoysalas and the
Kakatiyas (Verma 1970, 71-72, 86, 103-4). An early ruler of the Yadavas had
borne the name Seunacandra, and the Yadavas used the designation Seunadesa
for their core area, the present-day Khandesh region (R. G. Bhandarkar 1927,
138; Schmiedchen 2014, 325, 331, 343).

Inscriptional evidence for the activities of the early Yadava line starts after
the decline of Rastrakiita power, around the year 1000. The earliest Yadava rul-
ers (850-1000), who were probably subordinates of the Rastrakiitas, seem to
have left no epigraphs of their own. They are only mentioned in the prasastis of
their immediate successors (1000-1100), who had to acknowledge the suprem-
acy of the Western Calukyas of Kalyana. The upper Godavari area was the heart-
land of the Yadava polity during the eleventh century. We possess a small num-
ber of inscriptions from this period, almost exclusively Sanskrit copper plates.

The late Yadava phase sets in towards the end of the twelfth century. Only
stone records are known from the decades until the mid-thirteenth century.
Although several copperplate charters have survived from the period of the sec-
ond half of the thirteenth to the first half of the fourteenth century, stone rec-
ords outnumber them by far (Schmiedchen 2014, 325-26). The late Yadava rul-
ers extended their rule over large parts of the Deccan, which today belong to
Maharashtra and to north and central Karnataka. This expansion towards the
south had become possible because of the steady decline of Calukya power
around Kalyana at the end of the twelfth century (Table 2).

Calukyas of Badami Karnataka, Maharashtra, and Gujarat 6th to 8th century
Rastrakatas Maharashtra, Gujarat, and north Karnataka 8th to 10th century
Yadavas Maharashtra and north Karnataka early: 9th to 11th century
late: 12th to 14th century
Calukyas of Kalyana Karnataka 10th to 12th century

Table 2. Chronology of the Yadavas and some other important central Indian dynasties

made a distinction in their self-perception between their mythological ancestors and
their historical predecessors. It seems, however, justified to apply this label, because this
royal family stands out from others in using this name as a primary appellation.
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The link between the early (Table 3) and the late (Figure 1) Yadava branch is not
entirely clear. Epigraphs which can be safely attributed to the early Yadavas
seem to cease with Airamadeva (Schmiedchen 2014, 329), whereas inscriptions
which can be safely attributed to the late Yadavas start only with Bhillama Vv
(ibid., 338). Hence, Yadava history is obscured between the end of the eleventh
and the late twelfth century. From this interim period, we know a few stone
records of a more private character, which were either issued by local rulers
whose relationship to the Yadavas is a matter of speculation, or refer to the
Yadava dynasty in an incidental way without mentioning their pedigree. On the
other hand, all the prasastis from the late Yadava period, with just one excep-
tion, trace back their genealogy at the most up to Yadava Singhana I (ibid., 339).
Hence, if we had only these inscriptions, we would know virtually nothing about
the potential connection between the early and the late Yadava lines.

Drdhaprahara/Drdhapraharin

Seunacandra |

Dhadi[yappa]

Bhillama |

Raja

Vandiga/Vaddiga (+ queen Voddiyavva)

Bhillama Il (+ queen Lacchiyavva/Laksmi) $5 922 (1000 CE)

Vesi[ka] (+ queen Nayiyaladevi)

Bhillama Ill (+ queen Avvalladevi) $5 948 (1025 CE), $5 974 (1052 CE)
Seunacandra/Seunendu Il $5991 (1069 CE)

Aira[m]madeva (+ queen Yogalla) $5 1009 (1087 CE), $S 1020 (1098 CE)

=
PO N VAW NI

Table 3. Line of succession and dates of the early Yadavas according to their epigraphs

The decisive epigraphic clue is not provided by a copperplate charter, but by
the Methi stone inscription of Yadava Krsna I (r. 1247-1261), dated SS1176
(1254 CE), which has been engraved on the door lintel above the entrance to the
main hall of the Ananta$ayana temple in Methi (Dhule District in northwestern
Maharashtra). In this epigraph, the dynastic pedigree of the Yadavas is traced
back up to Drdhaprahara (Table 3), the founder of the early line.
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16. Singhana |

17. Mallagi/Malugi

|
[ [

I
18. Amaragangeya 20. Amaramallagi 22. Karna/Krsna

19. Govindaraja 21. Ballala 23. Bhillama Vv

24, Jaitrapala/Jaitugi

25. Singhana Il

26. Jaitrapala/Jaitugi Il

|
[ |

27.Krsna Il 28. Mahadeva

30. Ramacandra 29. Amana

Figure 1. Pedigree of the late Yadavas, reconstructed on the basis of inscriptions and Hemadri. The
reason for starting the numbering with 16 is that Hemadri’s pedigree for the early Yadavas has been
taken into account here; see Table 4 below.

2. Epigraphic versus non-epigraphic prasastis

The obscure relationship of the late Yadavas with the early line of the same
name is comparable to that between the late Western Calukyas of Kalyana and
the early Calukyas of Badami? (Pollock 2006, 153-61). The gap between the early
Calukyas and the late Calukyas was one of two hundred years, caused by the two
centuries of Rastrakita rule in between. The Calukya/Calukya and the Yadava
traditions have in common that, besides inscriptions, non-epigraphic texts are
available for historical reconstruction: the Sahasabhimavijayam for the Calukyas
and Hemadri’s Caturvargacintamani for the Yadavas.’ Some of the Vratakhanda
manuscripts of the Caturvargacintamani comprise a pedigree of both the lines.
We owe this important information to R. G. Bhandarkar (1927, 136), who expli-
cated:

2 For my distinction in the spelling of the names between “Calukya” (for the Badami line)
and “Calukya” (for the Kalyana line), see Schmiedchen (2014, 7 n. 5). See also Fleet (1882,
17-30, 39-56) and Kielhorn (1902-03, 2, 26).

3 For the Caturvargacintamani, see also De Simini (2016, 235, 256, 268, 283).
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The genealogy of the Yadavas is given in the introduction to the Vratakhanda
attributed to or composed by Hemadri, who was a minister of Mahadeva, one
of the later princes of the dynasty. Some of the Manuscripts of the work,
however, do not contain it, and in others it begins with Bhillama, as it was he
who acquired supreme power and raised the dynasty to importance. Others
again contain an account of the family from the very beginning, the first per-
son mentioned being the Moon who was churned out of the milky ocean.

As the Bibliotheca Indica edition of the Vratakhanda does not contain these
prasastis, Bhandarkar (1927, 136-37 n. 2) studied the manuscripts and edited the
longer version, which consists of more than fifty stanzas, as Rajaprasasti I, and
the shorter one as Rajaprasasti II (ibid., 191-98).*

In contrast, the royal genealogy in the Methi stone inscription of Yadava Krsna
11, $S 1176, comprises only two stanzas (vv. 4-5), presenting ten members of the
early Yadava line and eight members of the late Yadava line up to King Krsna II,
in a listlike manner. It is worth mentioning that this record merely combines
data from early and late epigraphic prasastis, without adding any information.
Those representatives of the early Yadavas who were left out in the charters,
because they belonged to collateral branches, are also missing here, a practice
labelled as “collateral oppression” by David Henige (1975). The composition of
the Methi stone inscription must have been based on similar sources as the early
Yadava copper plates, or on copies of such charters. But why can we suppose
that some members of the dynasty were omitted in the records? The main rea-
son for this assumption is that Hemadri, who apparently aimed at providing a
“complete” pedigree of the royal dynasty he was serving, has listed more family
members of the early Yadava line (Table 4) than all the known stone and cop-
perplate inscriptions together (Schmiedchen 2014, 329).

The differences in the early Yadava pedigrees deducible from all the epi-
graphs on the one hand and from the account in Hemadri’s Vratakhanda on the
other pose the question for the reasons behind these obvious genealogical dis-
parities. Had the composers of the early inscriptions attempted to streamline
potential disruptions in the actual line of succession through systematic omis-
sions, or did Hemadri, conversely, try to subsequently fill certain gaps in the
transmission? As the two source types do not generally contradict each other,
it can be assumed that the first option is the more likely one, i.e. that the authors
of the epigraphs tried to streamline the official Yadava pedigree. Those who
commissioned the inscriptions seem to have instructed the chancelleries to

4 Tor these “paratexts,” see also De Simini (2016, 236).
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make a selection of only the most important Yadava protagonists in terms of

Annette Schmiedchen

dynastic politics and to omit certain others (Schmiedchen 2014, 337).

Copperplate charters, Methi stone inscription, Hemadri, Vratakhanda,
$S 922-1020 $S 1176 $S1182-1192
1. Drdhapraharin 1. Drdhaprahara (v. 4) 1. Drdhapraharin (v. 1.20)
2. Seunacandra | 2.Seunnal (v. 4) 2. Seunacandra | (v. 1.22)
3. Dhadiyappa 3. Dhadipaka (v. 4) 3. Dhadiyasa (v. 1.23)
4. Bhillama | 4. Bhillama I (v. 4) 4. Bhillama I (v. 1.23)
5. Raja 5. Raja (v. 4) 5. Rajagi (v. 1.23)
6. Vandiga/Vaddiga 6. Vadugi (v. 4) 6. Vadugi | (v. 1.23)
7. Dhadiyama (v. 1.24)
7. Bhillama Il 7. Vara-Bhillama (v. 4) 8. Bhillama Il (v. 1.24)
8. Vesika 8. Vesugideva (v. 4) 9. Vesugi | (v. 1.24)
9. Bhillama 11l 9. Mrga-Bhillama (v. 5) 10. Bhillama Il (v. 1.26)
11. Vadugi Il (v. 1.26)
12. Vesugi ll (v. 1.27)
13. Bhillama IV (v. 1.28)
10. Seunacandra Il 10. Seunna ll (v. 5) 14. Seuna Il (v. 1.28)
11. Airamadeva 15. Parammadeva (v. 1.30)

Table 4. Comparison of the line of succession of the early Yadavas in different sources

Since the role of prasastis may have differed in epigraphic and non-epigraphic
writing, it might be advisable to take a closer look at the authors of these texts.
One of the opening stanzas (v. 13) of the Caturvargacintamani identifies Hemadri
as the sarva-srikarana-prabhu or ‘head of all administrative departments’® of King
Mahadeva (r. 1261-1271). The colophons of this work use a similar term to de-
note its author, namely samasta-karanadhisvara, ‘supervisor of all administrative
departments.’® A minister called Hemadri is also described in the Thane copper-
plate charter of the time of Yadava Ramacandra (r. 1272-1311), dated SS 1194

5 Kane (1930, 356 n. 849). Sircar (1966, 318) gives as first meaning of srikarana: “the drafting
of documents; a scribe or scribe-accountant or secretary,” adding that “the minister
Hemadri was styled Sarva-srikarana-prabhu.” He lists as second meaning: “record office;
the record department; the department responsible for drawing up documents,” as third
meaning: “record officer; the officer in charge of drawing documents,” as fourth meaning:
“the income department.” The Lekhapaddhati (2.0, vv.7-10) itemises 32 departments
(karana), headed by the srikarana, which Strauch (2002, 482) translates as “state chancel-
lery; income department.” As Hemadri was the “head of all srikaranas,” the term was per-
haps used as a synonym for karana.

6 Cf. Kane (1930, 356 n. 850). The term $rikarana is hardly attested in Yadava inscriptions,
but it occurs frequently in epigraphs of the Silaharas of North Konkan, dating from the
eleventh and twelfth centuries; see Schmiedchen (2014, 238-45, 489-94).
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(1272 CE). It is highly probable that this high-level official was identical with the
famous contemporary author of the Caturvargacintamani:

[Now,] while King Sri-Ramacandra, a moon for the water-lily of the Yadu
family, is ruling the entire terrestrial globe, and while Sri-Hemadri, the su-
pervisor of all the elephant-keepers, a crest-jewel among the ministers, a
Rohana mountain of gems of virtue, who makes [others] happy with his own
virtues [and] who has conquered the province of JThadi, is bearing the burden
of the whole kingdom, which he has obtained through his (Ramacandra’s)
favour, and executing the supervision of all the departments (samasta-
karana) [...].7

In contrast to the information about the author of the Caturvargacintamani,
there is only very little known about the officials who drafted the inscriptions.
Unlike the charters commissioned by several other dynasties, the copper plates
from the Yadava kingdom often do not contain any data about the individuals
who composed these title-deeds. Less than half of the extant records engraved
on copper plates during the late Yadava period reveal who authored these texts.
The evidence from the thirteenth-century copper plates of the Yadava king-
dom suggests that no general template was used for the drafting of the epi-
graphic prasasti of the royal dynasty. However, there is some proof that certain
prasasti versions were employed more than once (Schmiedchen 2014, 501-5):

1. The Chikka-Bagevadi copperplate charter and the Bendigere copperplate char-
ter, both of the time of Yadava Krsna IT and dated SS 1171 (1249 CE), have
some panegyric verses in commorn.

2. The Kalegaon copperplate charter of Yadava Mahddeva, SS1182 and the
Paithan copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1193 have 16 prasasti
stanzas in common.

3. Tenverses of the Yadava prasasti are identical in the two Thane copperplate
charters of the time of Yadava Ramacandra, dated SS 1194 and 1212.

7 Thane copperplate charter of the time of Yadava Ramacandra, $S 1194, 11. 38-41: sakala-bhii-
valayam anusasati yadu-kula-kumuda-cammdre $ri-ramacarndra-nareridre tathaitat-prasadavapta-
nikhila-rajya-dhurinatarm vahati samasta-hastipakadhyakse nija-guna-subhagarh-bhavuka-bhavake
samasta-karanadhipatyam argikurvane ca nirjita-jhadi-marndale marntri-cida-manau guna-
ratna-rohanddrau $ri-hemdadrau [...]. For the interpretation, see also Kane (1930, 357 n. 851).
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4. The Neurgaon stone inscription and the Purshottampuri copperplate charter of
Yadava Ramacandra, dated SS 1200 (1278 CE) and 1232 (1310 CE), have se-
ven stanzas of their prasasti version in common.®

Besides, there are also a few intersections between the otherwise independent
versions of examples 2 and 4. One stanza (v. 13) of the Paithan copperplate charter
describing Singhana Il makes its reappearance in the Purshottampuri copperplate
charter (v. 4);° and the first hemistich of another stanza from the Paithan record
(v. 21ab) depicting Ramacandra gets recycled as the second hemistich of a dif-
ferent verse in the Purshottampuri title-deed (v. 13cd).

Example 2 indicates that the prasasti of a predecessor (Mahadeva) was some-
times updated for a successor during his early reign (Ramacandra). But the eu-
logy could also be substituted by an entirely new version during the later rule
of a successor (see example 4).%°

All the four examples reveal that the officials who drafted the texts of the
charters must have repeatedly drawn on a template-like stock of official or
semi-official prasasti stanzas. But the specific relation between these clerks and
the chancellery cannot be derived from the Yadava-period epigraphs. All the
relevant inscriptions from that time provide at best the name of such a “scribe,”
but no details regarding his particular role or designation.'

Hemadri, on the other hand, is explicitly labelled as having been in charge
of the administration in the Yadava kingdom during the rule of King Mahadeva
(Caturvargacintamani) and most probably also during the early years of the reign
of King Ramacandra (Thane copperplate charter of the time of Yadava Ramacandra,
$S 1194). The portfolio of minister Hemadri’s duties most likely included the re-
sponsibility for the royal chancellery at Devagiri, the capital. In this role, he
must have had, inter alia, access to the administrative records of the dynasty.

8 The first of the two slabs of the Neurgaon stone inscription begins with the first seven stan-
zas of the Purshottampuri copperplate charter, but the prasasti is illegible thereafter. In addi-
tion, the First copper plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra has also five stanzas in common
with the Neurgaon stone inscription of Yadava Ramacandra, and seven stanzas with the
Purshottampuri copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra. For the details see below.

9 This stanza is also attested as verse 4 in the Neurgaon stone inscription and in the First copper
plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra, respectively.

10 For a similar practice under the Rastrakitas, see Schmiedchen (2014, 31, 35, 466-78).

11 Schmiedchen (2014, 341, 501-5). For instance, the Kalegaon copperplate charter of Yadava
Mahdadeva and the Purshottampuri copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra do not refer to
the authors of the epigraphs; the Paithan copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra men-
tions that a certain Pandita Dhane$vara had drafted the record.
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However, the Yadava prasasti as given in Hemadri’s work seems to have been
composed independently from the versions produced in the chancellery for the
official epigraphs. Despite the comprehensiveness in listing the (male) members
of the Yadava dynasty, the information given by Hemadri is far less detailed,
often markedly cursory, compared with the inscriptional data. In terms of con-
tent, a further main difference between the two sources is that Hemadri does
not mention a single queen, whereas the copperplate charters of the early
Yadavas do record matrimonial alliances (Table 3). However, it was not only
Hemadri who omitted any reference to such relations, as the epigraphs of the
late Yadava period are equally silent about them.*?

3. Eulogies of subordinate rulers under the late Yadavas

The main focus of the later inscriptions is on military conflicts and encounters
with rival kings, as well as on interaction with subordinate rulers (Schmiedchen
2014, 337, 341). In comparison to the early Yadava kings, a typical feature of the
epigraphic attestations from the late period of Yadava rule was a rather great
diversity in hierarchical relations and a ramified system of vassal and sub-vassal
contacts, with several Brahmanas having obtained the status of military leaders.
A clear indication for the strong impact of vassals® from the eleventh century
onwards is the fact that the number of known copper plates issued by subordi-
nates of the Yadavas was three times higher than the number of those commis-
sioned by Yadava kings. Besides, the inscriptions of vassals provide more infor-
mation on late Yadava history than the records of the Yadava rulers. Whereas
all the seven extant copperplate charters of the early Yadava period were issued
by kings of that dynasty (Schmiedchen 2014, 498-500), only three of the twelve
completely preserved charters of the later period were commissioned by
Yadava rulers (Schmiedchen 2014, 500-505), namely the Kalegaon copperplate

12 There seems to exist at least one exception to this general tendency. The First copper plate
of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra, v. 7ab, introduces King Ramacandra as the son of Krsna
I and Laksmi: jayati jagati ramah kama evavatirnnah punar api yadu-vamse krsna-laksmi-
tanijah/.

13 Due to a lack of better alternatives, I am using here the terms “subordinate” and “vassal”
interchangeably for all those rulers who seem to have acknowledged the suzerainty or
sovereignty of any of the Yadava kings, although I am aware of the fact that the concept
of vassalage has been borrowed from descriptions of medieval European history and
might be almost as problematic as the terms related to “feudal” and “feudatory.”
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charter of Yadava Mahadeva, SS 1182, the Paithan copperplate charter of Yadava Rama-
candra, SS 1193, and the Purshottampuri copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra,
$S1232.1 So far, we do not know of any copperplate charters issued by the kings
Singhana II or Krsna II themselves. On the other hand, some of the stone epi-
graphs can be directly attributed to Yadava rulers, for instance, the Methi stone
inscription of Yadava Krsna II, SS 1176, and the Neurgaon stone inscription of Yadava
Ramacandra, SS1200. Accordingly, not only is our knowledge about the late
Yadava kings to a great part derived from the inscriptions of their subordinates,
but we also have much more information about these vassals than about the
Yadava kings.

There is another noteworthy point to be added: as already mentioned, an-
cestry from the maternal side is not pointed out for the late Yadavas either in
their own inscriptions or in the records of their subordinates, nor even in the
account of Hemadri. However, this does not mean that references to maternal
ancestry are completely absent from the epigraphic material of that region and
period. The inscriptions commissioned by vassals of the Yadavas show that the
paternal ancestry as well as maternal parentage are mirrored in epigraphic ge-
nealogies of some subordinates of Brahmanical descent. For Khole$vara, a sub-
ordinate of Yadava Singhana I (Schmiedchen 2014, 338, 364-69), not only is his
mother Candra explicitly mentioned, but so are his mythical forefathers
(Mudgala and Kasyapa) as well as the last three male ancestors on both the pa-
ternal and the maternal side. The paternal line of Khole$vara consisted of Brah-
manas famous for their expertise in traditional Vedic learning/teaching.
Khole$vara’s father, the Brahmana Trivikrama, had been born in a Brahmanical
settlement (agrahdra) named Umbarapanktika:

From him (Svamideva) descended the famous Trivikrama, a pure incarnation
of [religious] merit, an excellent Brahmana. Through his birth, the entire
Brahmanical settlement with the name Umbarapanktika became flawless."

In contrast, his mother’s family, though also of Brahmanical origin, was strongly
associated with temporal power (Schmiedchen 2014, 365).

14 The Purshottampuri copperplate charter, however, was rather jointly commissioned by
Yadava Ramacandra and his subordinate Purusainayaka alias Purusottama (Schmiedchen
2014, 505). So far, this is the last known dated and complete endowment record of the
Yadava period. But see also the First copper plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra.

15 Sakalesvara temple inscription of Kholesvara, v.7: tatah prasiddho 'mala-punya-marttis
trivikramo jayata vipra-varyah| yad-udbhavad urhbarapariktikahvah sarvo ‘graharo vimalo
babhiival.
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For Purusainayaka alias Purusottama, vassal of Ramacandra and co-donor of
the Purshottampuri copperplate charter, the last four male forebears of the pater-
nal line as well as the last two on the maternal side were enumerated
(Schmiedchen 2014, 385).

The subordinates of the Yadavas did not always explicitly label their over-
lords through a direct reference to their dynasty, but rather through enumer-
ating the individual rulers in their line of succession (Schmiedchen 2014, 325).
The subordinates often expressed their loyalty towards the sovereigns, fre-
quently modelling their genealogies and epithets on the panegyrics of their
overlords.

Singhana II (r. 1200-1247) was the longest-reigning and the most successful
Yadava king. Under his rule, large parts of Maharashtra and north Karnataka
were integrated into the empire, and even for the core area around Devagiri,
there is evidence of a well-developed network of vassalage. King Singhana Il was
able to stabilise the kingdom through the efficient inclusion of different layers
of subordinate rulers and by balancing their diverse interests.

One of Singhana II's vassals was the aforementioned Khole$vara, who is
known from four stone epigraphs which have been found in and around
Ambajogai (Bid District in central Maharashtra): the Sakalesvara temple inscrip-
tion of Kholesvara, SS 1150, the Ambajogai fragmentary inscription of Kholesvara, the
Yogesvari temple inscription of Kholesvara, and the Ramanarayana temple inscription
of Laksmi, SS 1162. These records are composed in Sanskrit, but also contain pas-
sages in Marathi. Only two of the four epigraphs are dated: SS 1150 (1228/29 CE)
and SS 1162 (1240 CE). Khole$vara served as military leader under Singhana I in
the north of the Yadava kingdom. Some military achievements were simultane-
ously attributed to him as well as to his overlord. Two identical stanzas in three
of the epigraphs contain a comprehensive list of victories assigned to Singhana
II:

The flawless king Sri-Singhana [11], a fire of mighty prowess, is one who has
defeated the troops of all [his] enemies, [and] whose fame [shines] white
[like] jasmine on the horizon. He took, in a moment, the whole powerful,
prospering kingdom of Arjuna, which was full of horses and elephants, [and
also] destroyed [the city of] Dhara, an ornament of the earth. He killed the
Telunga, and smashed the extremely strong Giirjara. Ke$i (‘the hairy one’)
pulled out his hair [out of desperation]. The Hosala (Hoysala), with his peo-
ple, was chased to the water of a puddle, the Coda (Céla) to the “breast” of
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the sea. The man-killing Subhata was driven to death in battle. The Gauda
was thrown out of the game, and the Turuska was rapidly made run away.'®

Arjuna must have been the Paramara ruler of Malava, as his residence Dhara is
mentioned; and Subhata may be identified as Subhatavarman, Arjuna’s father.
Conflicts between the Yadavas and the Caulukyas of Gujarat, in epigraphs often
called Giirjara, are not only described in contemporary inscriptions: the Gujarat
chronicles also record these events, e.g. the Kirtikaumudi of Some$vara (4.42-53).
The Lekhapaddhati (2.44), on the other hand, contains a template for a kind of
non-aggression-and-mutual-assistance pact (yamala-patra) dated VS 1288
(1231 CE), in which the two parties of the notional agreement are a mahd-
rajadhirdaja Sirnhanadeva and a mahamandalesvara Lavanyaprasada, to be identi-
fied with Yadava Singhana II and the contemporary Vaghela ruler Lavanya-
prasada. The Telunga against whom Singhana 11 had to fight was probably the
Kakatiya ruler Ganapatideva (r. 1199-1262). The identity of King Ke$i is not
clear, but Ajay Mitra Shastri (1972, 13) opined that he might have been Jayakesin
11, a Kadamba ruler of Goa. The contemporary Hoysala adversaries were Ballala
11 (r. 1173-1220) and Narasirhha II (r. 1220-1238). Singhana II’s opponents on the
Cola side may have been the kings Kulottunga 111, Rajaraja 111, and Rajendra III,
but there is no external evidence that the Yadava ruler was ever able to defeat
his Cdla rivals. The military success against the Gauda or Bengal king is not at-
tested otherwise, and the Turuska was probably a contemporary Muslim ruler
or military leader.” This Turuska may have been the same as the “hero”

16 The Sakalesvara temple inscription of Kholesvara, vv. 2-3: asti dhvasta-samasta-vairi-nikarah
praudha-pratapanalah kurmda-s$veta-digamta-kirttir amalah $ri-sitighanah ksonipah| yenahari
haribha-sambhytarm atisphitarh samastam ksandd rajyam prajyam athdrjjunasya dalita dhara
dhara-bhisanar|| telurhgo yena nito nidhanam atibalo girjjaro jarjjaratvam kesih kesapanodar
parijana-sahito hosalah palvalambhah| codah krodarm payodhe rana-bhuvi subhato mytyu-kalarn
nrkalo gaudah krida-nirastah krta iha sahasa prapta-dikkas turuskah|. See also vv. 2-3 in the
Ambajogai fragmentary inscription of Kholesvara and in the Yogesvari temple inscription of
Kholesvara, as well as Schmiedchen (2014, 367 Table 17).

17 Chattopadhyaya (1998, 30): “Another instance of an ethnic term changing into a generic
term in the early medieval period is Turuska; its use was too frequent to have been re-
stricted to a single ethnic connotation alone.” For the use of this term in different re-
gions/periods, see Sanderson (2009, 112); Chojnacki (2011, 205-10); Rao (2016, 71-76); Slaje
(2019, 141-46).



The Central Indian Yadava Dynasty 199

Hammira'® mentioned in the Patne stone inscription of the time of Yadava Singhana
11, $5 1128 (v. 7).%

In his Sakalesvara temple inscription, SS 1150, Khole$vara is labelled a military
leader (sainyadhipati) and prince (ksmapati),”® and is compared to the sages
Visvamitra and Agastya® as well as to Indra.”? Khole$vara is credited with a
number of military successes, which have been also attributed to his overlord,
Yadava Singhana 11, in the epigraphs from Ambajogai. This fact, of course,
stresses the importance which their vassals had for the Yadavas in military en-
counters. The Sakalesvara temple inscription records victories of Khole$vara
against the already known enemies of Singhana II: the Giirjaras (i.e. the
Caulukyas), Paramaras of Dhara, Cdlas, Hoysalas, and Telungas (i.e. the
Kakatiyas), as well as Mahahammira. In addition, the list of ostensible foes of
Kholesvara also includes the Rattas, the kings of Vanga (i.e. the Senas), of Kosala
(i.e. the Kalacuris), and of Kalinga (i.e. the Eastern Gangas), as well as the
Nepalikas.” It is rather striking that the list of military achievements attributed
to the subordinate Khole$vara comprises triumphs over many more adversaries
than that for his overlord Singhana I1. The reliability of this account with regard
to anything other than the battles against the Gujarat kings, the Paramaras, and
Hammira is questionable.

The last of the four Ambajogai inscriptions, the Ramandardyana temple inscrip-
tion of Laksmi, was issued by Khole$vara’s daughter, who ruled on behalf of the
(minor) son of her deceased brother Rama, her father’s successor. Laksmi’s epi-
graph contains a new prasasti composition, in which, unlike the inscriptions of
her father, any reference to maternal ancestry is missing, and not even her
mother’s name is mentioned. But in stanza 4, her father’s Maudgala lineage is
described as “shining through a multitude of gifted male and female jewels”

18 For the term hammira derived from Arabic amir, see Sircar (1965, 341). It is not clear who
this Hammira of the first half of the 13th century was. One of the first Muslim rulers de-
noted as Hammira was Mahmid of Ghazni (b. 971; d. 1030); see Slaje (2019, 141 n. 76). For
the term hammira-vira being used for the Muslim adversaries of the Gahadavala king
Govindacandra (r. 1109-1168), see De Simini (2016, 241).

19 See also Schmiedchen (2014, 346).

20 Sakalesvara temple inscription, v. 4. The same stanza occurs in the Ambajogai fragmentary in-
scription and the Yogesvari temple inscription.

21 Sakalesvara temple inscription, v. 8. The same stanza occurs as v. 23 in the Yogesvari temple
inscription.

22 Sakalesvara temple inscription, v. 15.

23 Sakalesvara temple inscription, v. 16 and prose in 1. 27-32. The same stanza occurs as v. 25
in the Yogesvari temple inscription.
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(maudgalanam sa vamso visada-purusa-yosid-ratna-purja-prakasah), and Kholes-
vara is described as kingmaker in a very self-confident way:

[Khole$vara)] himself, this ‘Club of Sri-Yama,’ this unique preceptor for [the
granting of] shelter and protection, this teacher for the rules of proficiency
in installing kings, this ‘Forest Fire’ for the woods which were his enemies,

rendered Sri-Sirnha (Singhana II) a carefree ruler. Who else on earth was like
him?*

Khole$vara’s son Rama, like his father a military leader (sainyadhipati), is said to
have fought against the Caulukyas alias Gurjaras, losing his life in these battles.
The eulogies of her father and brother are followed by Laksmi’s own panegyric,
including a description of the religious grant which she made in Rama’s honour.

4, Post-Hemadri panegyrics

As already discussed above, the Methi stone inscription of Yadava Krsna I and some
manuscripts of the Vratakhanda of the Caturvargacintamani provide evidence for
reconstructing the link between the early and the late Yadava lineages. But their
transmission of the dynastic pedigree ends with Krsna Il and Mahadeva. The
composition of the Caturvargacintamani was probably completed during the
reign of Mahadeva, as no successor of this king is mentioned in the text. Hence,
for the last decades of Yadava history, we again depend on inscriptions. Some
additional information is provided by the emerging Marathi literature of the
Mahanubhavas, as well as by Arabic sources on the rule of ‘Ala al-Din Khalji (r.
1296-1316),” who finally subjugated the Yadavas of Devagiri.

Ramacandra was the nephew of Mahadeva, but not his direct successor.
Mahadeva’s son Amana seems to have ascended the throne after his father’s de-
mise. No inscriptions attributed to Amana’s reign are known so far, and not all
later Yadava epigraphs mention him (Schmiedchen 2014, 339). The throne ap-
pears to have been quickly usurped by Ramacandra, Amana’s cousin. These
events of contested collateral succession are reflected in the various prasastis in
different ways. The Paithan copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1193, the
earliest preserved record of this king, contains a genealogy following the model

24 Ramandrdyana temple inscription of Laksmi, v. 9: esa Sri-yama-damda esa Sarana-tranaika-diksa-
guri rdja-sthapana-karya-kausala-vidhav dacarya esa svayar| esa dvesi-vanesu dava-dahanah
Sri-simham esa prabhur niscirtarn vyadadhdad amusya sadrsah ko 'nyo 'bhavad bhii-tale].

25 Altekar (1960, 546-55); Joshi (1966); Lal (1967); Verma (1970, 151-52); Mahalingam (1992,
151-55).
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already attested in the Kalegaon copperplate charter of Mahadeva, Ramacandra’s
uncle. Stanza 23 of the latter presents Krsna II's successor as his younger brother
(tasyanujah), and verse 24 refers to this king by his name Mahadeva. The Paithan
copperplate charter, however, only contains the first of these two stanzas (as
v. 19), and, hence, the younger brother of Krsna II is not mentioned by name
here. In this record of Ramacandra, the Yadava pedigree is updated through the
introduction of Amana as son of Krsna II’s younger brother in stanza 20; and the
next verse describes the transfer of power from Amana to Ramacandra:

From him (Amana), this Rama[candra], son of Krsna, has forcefully taken
away his territory [and] enjoys [it now]. His sword makes the directions fra-
grant through deeds which are like blossoming lotuses.*®

The Purshottampuri copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra also presents the
succession in the same sequence (Krsna II - his younger brother Mahadeva - his
son Amana [here Arhmana]® - Krsna II’s son Ramacandra), though in a different
textual composition. The first hemistich of the stanza describing the conflict
just quoted from the Paithan copperplate charter has been reused here:

Having ascended the most formidable Devagiri over ladders [made] of the
heads of enemy kings, this Rama[candra], son of Krsna, has forcefully taken
away from him (Amana) his territory [and] enjoys [it now].?

The next stanza describes the tactic of recapturing the capital Devagiri in detail:

First intrusion into Devagiri, then observation of the manner of dancing, af-
terwards assembling of voluntary foot-soldiers, then throwing off of orna-
ments, removal of the opponent for the aspired aim, and appropriation of

26 Paithan copperplate charter, v. 21: prasahya tasmad apahrtya bhumkte krsnatmajah svam avanim
sa ramah| yasyasir ujjrmbhita-kairavabhair diso yasobhih surabhikarotil|. For detailed reports
on these events, see Schmiedchen (2014, 353-54).

27 His description is positive, expressing that Amana exempted Brahmanas from paying
taxes: “[Then] was born his mighty son, King Arhmana, who very much supported Brah-
manas being plagued by taxes - [as] {the Spearman (Skanda) freed the gods who had been
afflicted} by [the demon] Taraka.” Purshottampuri copperplate charter, v.11: jajfie Sakti-
dharas tasya sinur ammana-bhipatih| bhi-devan uddhararin uccaih kara-taraka-piditan||.

28 Purshottampuri copperplate charter, v.13: aruhya vairi-ksitipala-mauli-nisrenibhir devagirim
garistham| prasahya tasmad apahytya bhurikte kysnatmajah svam avaniri sa ramah.
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the earth from him - that was done successively by Sri-Rama[candra]. Hence,
his fame is extraordinary.?

Some Mahanubhava texts in Marathi also address the details of the encounter
between Ramacandra and Amana. The Lilacaritra, said to have been composed
in 1278, gives a vivid account of the confusion caused by the sudden attack of
Ramacandra and his supporters.™

The First copper plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra provides some addi-
tional evidence of the official depiction of this conflict. Due to its incomplete
state of preservation, the date of the inscription is not known. Because of the
content of the preserved portion of the prasasti, it can be assumed that this stray
plate must have once belonged to a charter issued after SS 1193, the date of the
Paithan copperplate charter, which is still based on an older version of the eulogy.
The First copper plate contains twelve panegyric stanzas to praise the Yadava
dynasty, but only seven of these are also attested in the Purshottampuri copper-
plate charter, namely its verses 1-5 and 8-9, whereas its verses 6-7 and 10-12 are
different. The omissions and substitutions of individual stanzas are revealing
with regard to the Yadava succession quarrels, which are narrated in a modified
way here.* Mahadeva and Amana are omitted in the description of the line of
succession. Stanza 6 of the First copper plate mentions Krsna II, and verse 7 moves
on straightaway to King Ramacandra, describing him as son of Krsna and
Laksmi. As stanza 8 follows the verse already known from the Purshottampuri
copperplate charter, graphically narrating the recapture of Devagiri through the

29 Purshottampuri copperplate charter, v. 14: ddau devagiri-pravesanam atho nrtta-prakareksanarn
pascat svaira-padati-melanam athalamkara-viksepanarn| anvistartha-virodhi-dara-karanarn
tasmad rasasadanam $ri-ramena krtam tatas tata itah sloko ’sya lokottarahy. See also Mirashi’s
(1939-40, 205) comment: “The [...] verse gives an interesting description of the ruse which
Ramacandra adopted to obtain possession of the impregnable fort. He entered it with a
party of dancers who were his soldiers in disguise. When admitted inside, he rallied his
foot-soldiers and attacked his antagonists apparently while they were engaged in seeing
the dance. The dancers also, throwing off their ornaments (i.e. disguise), joined in the
fight. [...].”

30 Gupte (1926, 198-99); Novetzke (2020, 123-31).

31 Gupte (1926, 198-99); Novetzke (2020, 129). For other versions from Mahanubhava works,
see Verma (1970, 137-38). Amana is said to have been blinded or even killed.

32 Stanzas 1-5 of the First copper plate, narrating the eulogy up to Jaitrapala I, the father of
Krsna II, are identical with vv. 1-5 of the Purshottampuri copperplate charter. Stanzas 6-7 are
different verses for the description of the succession up to Ramacandra. Stanzas 8-9 for
Ramacandra are identical with vv. 14-15 of the Purshottampuri copperplate charter; stanzas
10-12 are new verses for him.
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trick just quoted above, but without any reference to the identity of Rama-
candra’s adversary so far. Then and only indirectly, in a mythological pun re-
lated to the ruler’s further description, is the conflict with his rival recorded,
still without mentioning his name:

After having vanquished Mahadeva’s capable son, Ramalcandra] acquired
[his own] father’s royal power and subjugated the supporter of Arjuna, [just
as] {Rama, having broken Mahadeva’s favourite bow, obtained Janaka's
daughter (Sita) and defeated the one who had destroyed [Kartavirya]
Arjuna’s fame (Para$urama)}.”

The reasons for this modification in the prasasti can be only speculated about,
and they are even more in the dark, as the date of the stray plate is unknown.
One might be inclined to assume chronological explanations, i.e. that Mahadeva
and Amana were erased from the officially recorded sequence of succession in
the course of time, and, hence, the amendment should be expected to be later
than the eulogy in the Purshottampuri copperplate charter. But this interpretation
is rather unlikely, because the latter inscription itself was issued relatively late,
namely in $S 1232 (1310 CE), and Ramacandra’s rule is believed to have already
ended in or around 1311.*

Geographical explanations for the differences in the prasastis do not seem to
be plausible either, as all the relevant charters were found in central Maharash-
tra, in an area covered by the present districts of Ahmadnagar, Aurangabad, and
Bid, to the south of Devagiri, the Yadava capital. The original provenience of the
First copper plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra is not known, but it was dis-
covered in Aurangabad in the 1950s. For the time being, we can only conclude
that different versions of Ramacandra’s self-representation must have been
floating, differing in the degree to which the collaterals Mahadeva and Amana
were made visible in the genealogy.

Two semi-official epigraphic records of the time of Ramacandra, the Thane
copperplate charters, SS 1194 and 1212, belong to a different region, namely to west-
ern Maharashtra, about 300 km to the west of Devagiri. They were issued by two
subordinates of Ramacandra, reigning over the Konkan coast. The Yadava gene-
alogy in these two inscriptions (see example 3 above, p. 193) mentions King

33 First copper plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra, v.10: ramena karmukarn bhamktva
mahadevasya narndanari| prapta janakaja laksmir nirjito 'rjuna-kirtidahj|. The Arjuna men-
tioned here must be a different Arjuna from the one referred to as an adversary of
Singhana II.

34 For the so far latest extant inscription referring to Ramacandra, probably dated $S 1233,
see Bhoir (2002).
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Mahadeva as successor of Krsna II, but omits his son Amana. It can be surmised
that the main reason for this deviation is the fact that this was the version cir-
culated among local rulers of the Konkan region.

5. Conclusion

Royal copperplate charters are the main medium available to us for the study of
the official self-representation of the early Yadavas. For the genealogical de-
scriptions of the late Yadavas, we possess copperplate and stone inscriptions
issued by the rulers of that line as well as epigraphs commissioned by their vas-
sals. The latter stand for the presentation of others from the viewpoint of sub-
ordinates who portray their suzerains. Due to the specific relationship of de-
pendence, these inscriptions do not contradict the contemporary official
prasasti versions. They rather provide a larger picture, which includes the self-
representation of the vassals, emphasising and sometimes exaggerating their
own role for the success and stability of the reign of their overlords, whose
names and pedigree they mention, but without any reference to the Yadava de-
scent of these rulers.

Almost all the epigraphs of the late Yadava period are silent about the early
Yadava kings, with only one exception known so far: the Methi stone inscription
of Yadava Krsna II, SS 1176. Besides, some manuscripts of the Vratakhanda of the
Caturvargacintamani by Hemadri also comprise a pedigree of both the lines, de-
picting them, in fact, as one consecutive lineage. Although Hemadri served as a
minister under the Yadava kings Mahadeva and Ramacandra, his versions of the
dynasty’s genealogy can be also regarded as presentation of others, because he
does not seem to have composed his Yadava prasasti on behalf of the ruling dyn-
asty, but rather independently. Although his description does not directly con-
tradict the contemporary official genealogy, it lists several members of the dyn-
asty absent from the epigraphic records.

Whereas the mentioning of queens was part of the official self-representa-
tion in the early Yadava period, these references are omitted in inscriptions
from the late Yadava rule. Hemadri does not mention any royal ladies either,
neither for the early nor for the late Yadava times. However, references to ma-
ternal ancestry were included in the epigraphic self-representation of some of
the subordinates of Brahmanical descent.

Finally, the inscriptions from the late Yadava period indicate some changes
and modifications in the official self-representation of the rulers, especially in
cases of contested collateral succession and resulting collateral oppression.
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Primary sources

See page xvi about references to primary sources.

Ambajogai fragmentary inscription of Kholesvara: Shastri (1972, 3-4).

Bendigere copperplate charter of the time of Yadava Krsna II, SS 1171: Pathak (1885).
Chikka-Bagevadi copperplate charter of the time of Yadava Krsna II, S 1171: Fleet (1878).
First copper plate of a charter of Yadava Ramacandra; Mirashi (1959).

Kalegaon copperplate charter of Yadava Mahddeva, SS 1182: Koparkar (1957-58).
Kirtikaumudi of Someévara: Stri (1961, 3-42).

Methi stone inscription of Yadava Krsna II, SS 1176: Desai (1949-50).

Neurgaon stone inscription of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1200: Dikshit (1947, 89-102).
Paithan copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1193: Fleet (1885).

Patne stone inscription of the time of Yadava Sinighana II, $S 1128: Kielhorn (1892b).
Purshottampuri copperplate charter of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1232: Mirashi (1939-40).
Ramanardyana temple inscription of Laksmi, SS 1162: Shastri (1972, 49-62).

Sakalesvara temple inscription of Kholesvara, SS 1150: Shastri (1972, 5-36).

Thane copperplate charter of the time of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1194: Barnett (1915-16).
Thane copperplate charter of the time of Yadava Ramacandra, SS 1212: Wathen (1839, Ne 9).
Yogesvari temple inscription of Kholesvara: Shastri (1972, 37-48).
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