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 In the context of climate change and the increased erosion of biodiversity, the conservation 
of continental molluscs represents a major challenge.The vulnerability and status of a signifi-
cant proportion of species remain underestimated. 
While conservation efforts are being pursued with the aim of strengthening protection mea-
sures, it is essential to undertake a critical examination of a species' distribution, the evolution 
of its populations and the degree of vulnerability of its habitats in order to assess its status. 
Today, these data are often insufficient for a large number of species due to a lack of specia-
lists and research in malacology. For instance, in Europe, data regarding population trends for 
slightly more than half of the terrestrial species evaluated in the Red List in 2019 were unavai-
lable.
 In the United States, a relatively new field of study, known as "conservation paleobiology," 
has emerged over the past decade. The objective of this approach is to utilise palaeoenviron-
mental, palaeontological, palaeoclimatological and palaeoecological data in order to conserve 
and protect species and their habitats. The diachronic scope of fossil data provides elements 
for three key purposes:
i) determining the baseline state and variability of natural ecosystems
ii) characterising the response of organisms to environmental and climatic changes
iii) identifying the most vulnerable species

This poster presents a selection of examples pertaining to a number of terrestrial molluscan 
species, based on fossil data from the Holocene period, retrieved from Morocco and Spain.
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