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Can Traditional Ecological Knowledge be integrated into 
Argentina's Public Healthcare System Under Nagoya's 
Research Regulations?
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In 2018, I conducted an ethnopharmacological study in La Puna, with 
institutional support from INECOA and UNJu. (And with a “bit of help” 
from INTA)
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• 2023: When TEKs go public... In 2023 I dialogued with Jujuy
Healthcare Ministry officials to gain access to workers of the National
Plan of Healthcare for Indigenous Peoples (PNSPI): the “Intercultural
mediators”, and their network. Their Ethical dispositive defended that
(274?) indigenous associations should approve before…
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2023 at La 
Intermedia’s 
Kolla 
Community

© Photo:  Guzmán 2023, Res. N 144/23 (2023-2024)-SeCTER, UNJu Project



2024. EBASICOKOTI Extensión
Projet: The Etnobotany 
Applied to Intercultural 
Healthcare with Kolla 
Communities of Tilcara. 

The “extension projects”: an 
educational research 
modality as Open Science 
dispositive adapted to rural 
contexts in Argentina.

(And its (per)version of 
indigenous associations: the 
“payback” research). 
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Comunidad Aborigen: We request that you 
explicitly detail how you and your team will 
proceed to comply with the Nagoya Protocol 
on access to genetic resources and the fair 
and equitable sharing of benefits arising from 
the utilization of our knowledge and 
resources […] and how you will ensure the 
protection of our ancestral knowledge from 
biopiracy once you publish your results. […] 
It is requested that from the workshop and 
training, a booklet on these medicinal plants 
be prepared […] to be shared among the 
community members and remain […] in our 
institution.

© Photo: EBASICOKOTI Project 2024



Earning Legitimacy through “extension 
projects” to sustain Open Science
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Conclusion:

Our “extensionst” experience suggests that transcending the current "payback" 
framework of Jujuy’s implementation of the Nagoya Protocol could better align with 

the principles of interculturality and support the goals of open science research 
initiatives, particularly in relation to the formalization of medicinal Traditional 

Ecological Knowledge (TEK).
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¡Muchas gracias! 

Adolfo Calvo Redondo (CREDA)
adolcr2@hotmail.com
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