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1. Surveying Tastes in Culture

1. 1. Asking about Preferences without Genre Classifications
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1. 2. How to Approach Open-Ended Questions about Taste

Statistically?
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2. Academics’ Tastes in Literature, Music, and Art
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Table 1. Distribution of number of artists cited by sphere by each respondent

Number of artists

cited by sphere Writer(s) Musician(s) Painter(s)

Interpretation: 25 (14%) of respondents did not cite any writers; 61 (33%) cited 5.

Table 2. Total number of artists by cultural sphere

Number of  artists  cited by

sphere
Number

Of which mentioned only

once

%  artists  with  only  1

occurrence

Writers

Musicians

Painters

Interpretation: 288 names of writers were cited, of which 198 (69%) were cited only once.

2. 1. A Relative Cultural Diversity
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2. 2. Very Structured Tastes
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Figure 1. Network analysis of writers

Source: Author’s database.
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Figure 2. Network analysis of musicians and music groups

Source: author’s database.
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Figure 3. Network analysis of painters

Source: author’s database.
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3. Coherence and Transgressions
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3. 1. Tastes and Clusters
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2008 cultural  practices  of  the French

survey
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Table 3. Clusters linking artists and individuals

Classes

Numb.

artists

Numb.

individuals Main artists

Salient  social

characteristics

Affinity

clusters

Group 1

Imaginaries

Group 2

Classic

legitimacy

Group 3

Newly ennobled

Group 4

The  average

taste
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Group 5

The  sense  of

Distinction

Group 6 

Rock/jazz

classics  and

noir fiction

Group 7 

Contemporary

success

Group 8

Nonconformists

artists
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Group 9

History  and

heritage

Source: author’s database.
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3. 2. Great Culture, Small Transgressions
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