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MICHEL AZIM, L’ARCHEOLOGUE, LE CHERCHEUR,

L’EXPLORATEUR D’ARCHIVES, LE SAVANT

Luc Gabolde

1. Notice biographique

Michel AziM nous a quittés le 7 juillet 2013, emporté par une tumeur cérébrale qui s’était déclarée quelques
mois plus tot.

Né le 31 octobre 1942, dans une famille d’origine iranienne (de son vrai nom Azimzadeh), il mene des études
d’architecture de 1961 a 1966 qui débouchent sur un dipldme de I’école spéciale d’architecture de Paris (DESA).
L’architecte cede cependant rapidement la place a 'archéologue quand, jeune diplomé, il arrive au Soudan en
décembre 1967 pour participer jusqu’a mars 1968 aux fouilles de Mirgissa dirigées par Jean VERCOUTTER.

D’octobre 1968 a juin 1970, il prolonge son séjour au Soudan en y effectuant son Service National comme volon-
taire dans la Coopération a Khartoum, au sein du Service des Antiquités du Soudan (sous la direction d’André VILA).

Il fait a cette occasion un court passage a Sai, en 1969, avant d’y revenir pour cinq autres campagnes de
fouilles, fin 1970, fin 1971, fin 1972 a début 1973, fin 1973 et fin 1974.

Concomitamment Il participe aux campagnes de fouilles au Tell Arga (nord Liban) avec I'Institut Francais
d’Archéologie de Beyrouth, sous la direction d’Ernest WILL, pour les saisons 1972 et 1973.

Michel AziMm est ensuite sollicité par J. LAUFFRAY pour rejoindre la mission permanente du CNRS a Karnak.
Titulaire CNRS affecté au CFEETK, en 1974, il assurera la direction des fouilles de Karnak jusqu’a 1984. Il
supervisera avec un brio 'extraction, I'archivage et la documentation des talatates qui sortaient des entrailles du
IXe© pylone. 1 effectue également la fouille et la restauration de la zone centrale du temple, supervise relevé topo-
graphique du temple d’Amon au 1:200° et réalise la fouille des cours des VIII® et X® pyldnes (voir infra p. 71-80).

Pendant son séjour en Egypte, il participera encore, avec Patrick DELEUZE, au relevé du temple d’Arsenouphis
a Philae.

Il rejoint en 1984 le Centre de Recherches Archéologiques (CRA, devenu CEPAM) de Valbonne qui constituera
Pantenne frangaise de la documentation de Karnak (jusqu’a son transfert a Lyon en 2007) et gere également les
archives de Maurice Pillet, directeur des travaux de Karnak de 1920 a 1925, qui y ont été déposées. Michel Azim
se spécialise alors plus particulierement dans I’histoire de ’'archéologie et des travaux anciens du site de Karnak
depuis sa redécouverte par les voyageurs occidentaux a la fin du xvre siecle. Il accompagne cette recherche de
I’étude de tous les plans des temples de Karnak qui furent dressés au fil du temps.

Cahiers de Karnak 17, 2024, p. 1-6.
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Il poursuit avec la méme énergie cette ceuvre apres sa retraite, prise en 2007 a Lyon, en devenant chercheur
associé dans ’équipe HiSoMA de la Maison de I’Orient et de la Méditerranée.

Michel Azim est auteur d’un grand nombre d’articles et de monographies qui font aujourd’hui référence sur
la topographie et I’histoire des fouilles du temple de Karnak (voir ci-apres sa bibliographie).

Conformément au veeu qu’il avait exprimé peu avant sa mort que les archives qu’il avait accumulées soient
déposées dans une institution de recherche, ses héritiers ont proposé de les remettre a la Maison de I’Orient,
généreusement assorties de la collection de livres de sa riche bibliotheque. Les archives relatives a ses travaux
en Nubie ont, elles, rejoint 'université de Lille.

Il nous laisse 1a une mine incomparable de données archéologiques, de dossiers méticuleusement préparés,
classés, documentés et des trésors qui nous offrirons des années d’étude et des champs immenses de découvertes.

2. Un chercheur talentueux, au service des plus déroutantes énigmes

Pour caractériser en peu de mots le travail consciencieux et persévérant jusqu’a I’acharnement de
Michel AziM, je voudrais conclure cette note introductive en forme d’hommage par la courte anecdote qui
suit et qui illustrera sans doute mieux qu’un long panégyrique la profondeur et la qualité de sa recherche.

Fig. 1. Photo Legrain n° 4-3/130 (Karnak dans I'objectif de Georges Legrain, I, p. 165 et IL, p. 75).
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Pour les notices de Karnak dans l'objectif de Georges Legrain', Michel Azim poussait le scrupule jusqu’a
vouloir que, sur toutes les photos de la salle hypostyle ramesside, chacune des colonnes visibles soit identifiée par
son numéro d’ordre. Peu d’autres savants s’en seraient réellement préoccupés — quelle importance cela pouvait-il
réellement avoir ? —; lui, si! Il y parvenait presque toujours seul, depuis son bureau de Sophia Antipolis, mais
dans les cas extrémes il sollicitait les collegues sur le terrain.

En 2000, il me contacta donc pour me demander si 'on pouvait identifier les colonnes de la vue 4-3/130
(Azim M., Reveillac G., Karnak dans l'objectif de Legrain 1, p. 165 et 2, p. 75), qui devait dater de 1903, dont
celle du premier plan qui semblait, selon lui, étre la n° 35.

Grice a ses indications et a la photo, je retrouvai assez vite sur le site la colonne n° 35 du premier plan (fig. 2),
et donc le lieu probable de la prise de vue (fig. 3).

Fig. 2. Photo actuelle prise sous un angle quasi équivalent. (la colonne n° 26, aujourd’hui remontée,
géne maintenant la prise de vue).

1. AziMm M., REVEILLAC G., Karnak dans l'objectif de Georges Legrain, Catalogue raisonné des archives photographiques
du premier directeur des travaux de Karnak de 1895 a 1917. Paris, CNRS éditions, 2004.
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Fig. 3. Angle de prise de vue de la photo Legrain Legrain n° 4-3/130, (plan de J.-Fr. Carlotti).

Mais lorsque je pris une nouvelle photo des colonnes de la salle sous le méme angle de vue (fig. 2) — ou
presque, la colonne n° 26, aujourd’hui remontée, génant maintenant la prise de vue (fig. 3) —, quelle ne fut pas
ma stupeur de constater que la vue actuelle de la colonne a droite au second plan (n° 45) ne permettait en aucune
maniere de I'identifier avec la colonne correspondante de la vue de Legrain : le décor des troisieme et quatrieéme
tambours était notoirement différent (fig. 4).

4¢ et 3¢ tambours différents

Fig. 4. Comparaison entre
les vues de la colonne n° 45 sur de
la photo Legrain n° 43/130 et a I'état

2° et 1 tambours identiques présent.
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La conclusion que j’en tirais provisoirement — et qui me semblait alors étre assez logique — était que la photo
de Legrain montrait I’état primitif et que I’état actuel résultait d’'un remontage ultérieur et fautif.

Mais apres un examen plus poussé de la colonne, je fus bien obligé de conclure du contrdle des joints et de
la répartition des décors que c’était I’état présent qui était le bon, et non celui de la photo d’archive.

Convaincu d’un c6té que I'état actuel n’avait pas pu changer parce qu’il semblait rigoureusement exact et
pourtant interloqué par la photo Legrain, qui, de par son ancienneté, avait un fumet d’authenticité plus que
convaincant, je répondais un peu penaud a Michel Azim que sa prise de vue de Legrain ... ne pouvait en théorie
pas exister, et méme ne devrait pas exister:

« Je te renvoie les photos de la salle hypostyle dont je crois avoir retrouvé les angles de prises de vues, mais
horreur et abomination, certains tambours de colonnes ... ont changé de place! Christophe (Les divinités des
colonnes, p. 4-5 et n. 2) avait déja repéré ces aberrations, en supposant ainsi que la colonne 114 (47) aurait
été remontée a la place de la 113 (46) et la 133 (66) a la place de la 119 (32) ... Ce que j’ai pu voir c’est que la
partie supérieure de la 45 n’a siirement pas été replacée correctement et je me demande méme si elle n’est pas
sur la mauvaise colonne! »

Javouais donc ne pas arriver a comprendre ce qui avait bien pu se passer pour que I'on en arrive a la para-
doxale situation présente. Evidemment, on n’était pas en présence d’un montage photographique, mais le mystére
résistait et, devant I'aporie, je renongais temporairement a trouver une explication.

Avec la ténacité qu'on lui connait, Michel Azim, lui, ne lachait pas I'affaire et cogitait activement sur la
question. Rassemblant divers indices et témoignages il trouvait finalement la solution. Une solution, toute simple,
mais, comme le dit I'adage, «il fallait y penser» ; la voici telle qu’il me I’a livrée et qu’il I’a ensuite publiée :

« Force est d’admettre, par conséquent, que le remontage initial de la colonne 45, en 1899 [c’est a dire apres
I'accident d’octobre 1899], était fautif et que 'erreur commise alors a été corrigée avant sa reconstruction
complete en 1907-1908 ».

La photo représentait donc un état temporaire — et fautif — du remontage, un état qui n’existait pas avant 1899
et qui n’existera plus apres 1907-1908. C’était un joli piege pour I'historien et finalement une énigme résolue
avec lastuce et la subtile élégance qui caractérisaient la recherche de Michel Azim.

C’est 1a que I'on reconnaissait la marque du travail méticuleux, persévérant et par la méme 6 combien fécond
de cet excellent chercheur.

L.G.






ENGLISH SUMMARIES

Luc Gabolde, Ahmed Altaher,

“Introduction” (pp. IX-X)
Luc Gabolde

“Michel Azim, I’archeologue, le chercheur,l’explorateur d’archives, le savant >’ (pp. 1-6)
Luc Gabolde

“Bibliographie de M Azim” (pp. 7-10)

Mostafa al-Soghayar

“Biography of Mohamed El-Saghir” (pp. 11-12)

Mostafa al-Saghir

“Bibliography of Mohamed El-Saghir” (pp. 13-14)

Shaimaa Abd es-Sattar

“The Southern Chamber of Amenhotep II’s Edifice between
the IXth and Xth Pylons at Karnak Temple” (pp. 15-26)

This article deals with the publication of the southern chamber of the so-called edifice of Amenhotep II
at Karnak, which was built between the IXth and Xth pylons of the temple. It focuses on the decoration of
the pillars, including scenes and texts.

The southern chamber of Amenhotep II's edifice consists of a hall connected to three annexes, two to
the east (Annex A and B) and one to the south (Annex C). Four square pillars stand in this hall. The pillars S2
and S3 are partly preserved, but the tw o others (S1and S4) are now destroyed except their bases. Pillar S2 and
S3, both of which have lost their capitals, have four faces, each face being decorated with a scene and bearing
below two lines of text. Amenhotep II is embraced by Amun, while the king is wearing different crowns in
each side.

Cahiers de Karnak 17, 2024, p. 399-406 399
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Mohamed Raafat Abbas

“The Depictions of Three Ramesside Stelae in the War Scenes of Karnak” (pp. 27-40)

The Ramesside war scenes of Karnak are main historical source for the study of imperial policy of Egypt
in the Levant and Nubia during the New Kingdom, as well as the political situation in the ancient Near East
during the Late Bronze Age. On the other hand, some of the remarkable Ramesside stelae that were discovered
in Egypt, Nubia and the Levant, provided important historical information on the military achievements of the
Ramesside warrior pharaohs as well. Egyptologists and historians have noted that some details of the texts of
these Ramesside stelae have been depicted in the war scenes of Karnak. This article surveys and discusses the
depictions of three Ramesside stelae in the war scenes of Karnak.

Ahmed Altaher

Khonsu and Montu Temples Graffiti Project : An Overview” (pp. 41-54)

The history of graffiti practice at Karnak appears to be consistent with the temple’s early beginnings. The
oldest documented graffiti dates back to the Twelfth Dynasty. The development of graffiti in the place was in
line with the development and expansion of the temple’s architecture. The features of graffiti became clearly
evident from the second half of the New Kingdom.

Two types of graffiti were practiced, one individual and the other official. Most individual graffiti practice
was limited to temple employees. The official graffiti is embodied in divine images of deities. It was used as
secondary places of worship for the temple staff.

This article takes a look at the graffiti left on the outer western wall of Khonsu temple of and the eastern
wall of the Montu Temple at Karnak. Where the practice of graffiti varied between individual and institutional.

At least 200 graffiti are inscribed on these walls: about 90 in Khonsu and 110 in Montu. These two corpora
offer a wide range of graffiti, from simple incised images of gods to carefully inscribed divine images. Personal
images, sacred symbols, hieroglyphic, hieratic, and a few demotic texts were left.

Jean-Frangois Carlotti

“Les plaies de Karnak. La nature et ’Homme” (pp. 55-68)

The decay of the Karnak’s monuments is due to several factors. Nature and Man have both widely contributed
to the degradation of the buildings. Nature through water in all its forms, while earthquakes and vegetation
have also ravaged the site. However, Man is probably the main destructive agent, through the vandalization of
the monuments, the reuse of the materials, the transformation of space in all its aspects.

Guillaume Charloux, Raphaél Angevin

“Quarante ans apres. Retour dans la cour du X° pylone a Karnak.
Projet de publication des fouilles conduites par Michel Azim en 1975-1977” (pp. 69-78)

In the mid-1970s, the excavation led by Michel Azim in the courtyard of the 10th Pylon constituted one of
the first large-scale archaeological explorations undertaken along the south-north processional avenue of the
great temple of Amun-Ra at Karnak since the work of Georges Legrain at the beginning of the XXth century.
Despite its importance, this excavation remained largely unpublished and the results of this work were only the
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subject of preliminary reports. In order to fill this gap, a collective research project was initiated in 2015, under
the direction of G. Charloux and R. Angevin, in the perspective of the monographic publication of this work,
with the support of the Shelby-White Leon-Levy foundation of the Harvard University and the Franco-Egyptian
Center for the Study of the Karnak Temples (Cfeetk). By recalling the archaeological and stratigraphical
problematics of this operation, the history of the fieldwork and the main findings of these investigations, this
article aims to highlight the issues and problems raised by the publication of ancient excavations, based on
partial or incomplete documentation. Above all, it wishes to shed light on the major contribution of Michel Azim
to the knowledge of Karnak and its long-term evolution, through his numerous interventions.

Gabriella Dembitz

“La scene de Toutiankhamon et sa niche (mur est de la cour de la cachette, face est)”” (pp. 79-106

As a result of the anastylosis of the walls of the Cachette courtyard project, the loose blocks belonging to
the large format decoration of Tutankhamun usurped by Horemheb regained their original place on the outer
face of the eastern wall of the court of the seventh pylon between 2015-2018. This article presents the complete
epigraphic publication with translation and commentary of the two symmetrical scenes of Tutankhamun in
front of the Theban triad, of the central scene in the form of a stela, and of the newly discovered niche below it.
Thanks to the inscriptions and the position of the niche we have a better understanding of the original purpose
of the remnants of the sole edifice of Tutankhamon that remained in its original place in the Temple of Amun
at Karnak until the walls of the Cachette courtyard were destroyed around 330 A.D. to facilitate the transport
of the so-called Lateran obelisk on the request of Constantine the Great.

Benjamin Durand

“Une stele commémorative d’époque romaine dans le temple de Ptah a Karnak :
ultime témoignage d’un culte millénaire” (pp. 107-112)

The Roman-period stelaec here presented was found in a secondary context in a byzantine dwelling
adjacent to the temple of Ptah at Karnak. Although largely degraded, the main elements which constitute
this commemorative stelae can be restored. The numerous parallels known elsewhere not only allow us to
confirm its composition, but also to propose a dating. It is thanks to these parallels, but also by putting it into
perspective with the scene on the rear side of the temple of Ptah, that this stelae takes on its full meaning and
that, in the light of this documentation, its importance can be restored.

Amira Fawzy
“Terracotta Figurines from the Excavations in Front of Karnak Temples” (pp. 113-122)

During the last 7 years, the excavations in front of Karnak Temples in Luxor have brought to light rich
material, like coins, amulets, molds, grinding stones, and the most popular: terracotta figurines, which are
considered an important element for documenting different aspects of the daily life in ancient Egypt during
the Greco-Roman period, in addition to a part of the intensive activity of the Ptolemaic and Roman ceramic
workshop. In this paper, we will try to shed light on the symbolic meaning of the types of assemblage of hand-
modeled female figurines excavated recently by the Supreme Council of Antiquities.
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Luc Gabolde, Ahmed Altaher, Sylvie Marchand, Abdulrahman Nusair, Florie Pirou

“Report on the Excavations in the Middle Kingdom Court 2020-2021, (OP191)” (pp. 123-176)

Report on the excavations carried on at Karnak, on the sandstone platform located in the west part of the
Middle Kingdom court in 2019-2021. Description of the archaeological operations : dismantling, documenting,
restoration and rebuilding of the north east corner of the sandstone platform. Noticeable is the absence of
inscribed material and the absence of foundation deposits. Discovery of two successive foundation trenches,
one in the centre and another one, deeper, surrounding it, all containing the same gravel deposit covered by a
grey river sand layer, bearing the sandstone blocks of the platform. This structure is extensively composed of
reused architectural blocks hewn out the typical Middle Kingdom reddish sandstone from the quarries of Shatt
er-Regal. Discovery of the remains of a primeval garden, which traces match similar scarce remains found by
Lauffray and seen by Charloux and Mensan around the sandstone platform.

The date of the primeval garden, that of the two successive foundation trenches and that of the sandstone
platform is clearly end of the XIth or the beginning of the XIIth dynasty and without any doubt anterior to the
vast limestone raft of the large temple of Senusret I which surrounded covered and the sandstone remains.

The extensive exploitation of the limestone in the Middle-Age together with the numerous plunders pits
and the successive excavations have widely and deeply spread the byzantine potsherds throughout the whole
site and have contaminated even some very low layers. Hopefully some intact Middle Kingdom levels were
identified in crucial sectors, allowing the present cohesive understanding of the structures.

Ahmed Altaher, Luc Gabolde, Jérémy Hourdin

“Rapport sur la restauration de la statue d’Amon de Toutankhamon et
sur les opérations complémentaires menées a cette occasion” (pp. 177-194)

From 2019 to 2021 an ambitious program of restoration was undertaken on the quartzite statue of Amun of
Tutankhamun behind the 6th pylon. Old restorations of Legrain were removed, the proportions of the statue
improved and spare pieces hewn out of sandstone replaced. The statue of goddess Amaunet was then also
restored. The wall of the Annals of Thutmose III was on this occasion restored and completed with rediscovered
loose blocks. Its north side was also restored and completed. The red granite gate was dismantled and rebuild
and the right part of the lintel, reused in antiquity in the village of Dendara, was brought back and inlaid into
the assemblage. A small excavation was made under the location of the statue before its re-installation

Luc Gabolde, Marc Gabolde

“Compléments au texte du mur sud Akhmenou” (pp. 195-216)

Some unknown fragments (now lost) of the great inscription engraved on the southern wall of the Akhmenu
appear on a photo of Legrain published by M. Azim and G. Reveillac. These remains provide us with mentions
of various buildings at Karnak, including the gates of the VIth and of the VIIth pylons, some obelisks, together
with a mention of the great riverine bark ‘Amun-Userhat’. These occurrences lead to question the date of this
text and suggest to place it rather to the end of the reign.



ENGLISH SUMMARIES

Jean-Claude Golvin

“L’abattage de I’obélisque du VII* pylone de Karnak.
Essai de restitution de I’aspect du chantier” (pp. 217-232)

Complementary studies on the process of pulling down the western obelisk of the 7th pylon — upper part
now in Istanbul — in the reign of Constantine, with an attempt to restore the worksite’s aspect. Precisions on
the height of the scaffolding, the solutions to grasp the shaft, the anchoring pits used for the ropes relaying
and re-orienting systems. Evocation of the break of the obelisk during the operation and description of the
quasi-military organization of the work team, of the schedule and of its steps. Finally, an insight into the ramps
arrangement leading to the Nile river.

Jean-Claude Goyon

“Michel Azim et les archives de Karnak. Un énigmatique chapiteau hathorique et
la découverte de ceux du temple d’Opet” (pp. 233-240)

Research on a fragment of an Hathoric capital stored to the south of Ramses III’s temple at Karnak.
Enquiry on the parallels found on the site, on the enigma of the whereabouts and context of the discovery.
Examination of the potential links with the festival of drunkness.

Jérémy Hourdin

“Un document thébain de Néchao II usurpé par Psammétique II (Cheikh Labib 94CL1276)”
(pp. 241-254)

Publication of a block previously stored at Karnak (Sheikh Labib, 94CL1276) which is decorated with
the names of the Saite king Necho II and partially usurped by his son Psamtik II. This monument, a copy
of a Ramesside relief from Abydos, provides new insight into Necho II’s activities, which are still poorly
documented in the Theban region.

Khaled Ismail

“A Study of relief of Dionysus kept in Luxor Museum” (pp. 255-264)

This paper aims to address the interpretation of the decoration carved on a high relief sandstone block from
Karnak. This block is kept at the Luxor Museum, probably dating to the Roman period. It was excavated in
front of the first pylon of the temple Amun-Re at Karnak by Jean Lauffray in 1969-1970 as he reports. The
block, carved in high relief, shows a naked young man leaning on a legged sofa, above a semi-circle water
spout. This iconography makes the object an exceptional and extremely specific case among all the artifacts
and archeological finds which were excavated at Karnak.
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Francoise Laroche-Traunecker, Franck Monnier

”’érection et la fixation des mats a oriflammes
d’apres la documentation relative au II° pylone de Karnak® (pp. 265-294)

This study proposes a reconstruction of the device used for attaching flagpoles in the openings of the pylon
facade, as well as a view of the process and operations required to install them. To this end, we have based
our analysis on the 2nd pylon of Karnak, the largest pylon ever built for which the setup of flagpoles after its
completion is an established fact. The history of its construction and the characteristics of the huge imported
pieces of wood lead us to reconstruct their erection with several possible solutions.

Cédric Meurice

“Formules, plagiats et surencheres entre voyageurs :
le discours sur l’Egypte copte instrumentalisé”’ (pp. 295-308)

In the 17th and 18th centuries, Western travelers often used their accounts of Coptic Egypt to prove to their
readers the quality and veracity of their discourse. As time passed and the process of discovery progressed,
they developed a particular vocabulary in which places, legends and numbers played an important role. Today’s
reader must therefore make a careful selection of travel relationship and read them carefully.

Jean-Guillaume Olette-Pelletier

“ Le roi et I’oiseau : note sur trois emplois d’écriture enigmatique sur le pavillon jubilaire de
Sesostris I*" a Karnak ”’ (pp. 309-320)

The White Chapel of Senwosret I features new uses of Middle Kingdom cryptic iconography and enigmatic
writing. The 8’ scene (KIU 1040) of the monument, displaying the ancient Min’s ritual of erecting the shnt-
chapel, owns clues of a new understanding and reading of some engraved hieroglyphic signs. Behind the ritual
and its visible textual description, a cryptic writing, nearby a cryptographic system, can be found. It seems to
be added and dedicated to an ancient hierogrammatical and linguistic “elit of the elit”, able to read this kind of
visual hieroglyphic composition.

Renaud Pietri

“Les talatates 29/137, 29/358 et 27/45 du IX® pylone de Karnak et
la réception culturelle du char a I’époque amarnienne” (pp. 321-332)

This article discusses three talatat blocks (29/137, 29/358, and 27/45) that were discovered in the IXth
pylon of Karnak. These blocks originate from a list of taxes collected in various temples across Egypt by
Amenhotep IV/Akhenaton for the benefit of the cult of Aton in Karnak. They refer to ceremonial chariots in
connection with specific festivals. The paper aims to publish these talatats — with pictures and fac-similes — and
to discuss the question of the ceremonial chariots in the broader perspective of the cultural reception of these
vehicles in pharaonic Egypt



ENGLISH SUMMARIES

Florence Thill

“De Sai a Karnak : le rituel de fondation des temples égyptiens et
son évolution au cours du Nouvel Empire” (pp. 333-374)

In homage to Michel Azim, who carried out the excavation of the foundation deposits of Temple A of Sai,
in Sudanese Nubia, before uncovering, a few years later, the Horemheb’s deposits in the foundations of the
9th pylon of Karnak Temple, this paper highlights the evolution of the foundation ritual of Egyptian temples,
during the New Kingdom through three types of sources: texts, figurative representations of the ceremony
— the most frequent of them featuring the king and the goddess Sechat during the ceremony of “stretching the
rope” — and archaeological sources — the deposits themselves. So, it turns out that the early New Kingdom, and
in particular the reigns of Hatshepsut/Thutmose III, was a key period in the development of this ritual, which
was revived by Hatshepsut, as evidenced by the texts, representations and objects discovered in the Theban
region, as well as in remote but strategic provincial sites such as Sai between the 2nd and 3rd cataracts.

Claude Traunecker
”Orientations réelles et imaginaires dans I’architecture égyptienne” (pp. 375-390)

Egypt is a very unique country. The constants of its landscape, with the Nile flowing towards the north,
between two deserts, impact the inhabitants of the valley, like a kind of perennial compass. This continuous
intuition of absolute orientation deeply permeated the Egyptian civilization. Furthermore, the rich symbolism
of the temples’ decoration involves canonical oppositions such as the king of the North is the king of the South.
The present study aims at identifying the complex rules which governed the distribution of these elements,
whatever the real orientation of the building was. This method of analysing the decoration allows new readings
regarding the symbolic meaning of some temples and their reciprocal links. An excursion explores the
consequences of Egyptian intuitive orientation and especially the noticeable absence of a circular monument
among the architecture of the pyramid builders

Robert Vergnieux

“Une image dynamique des temples d’Aton figée dans la dispersion de ses vestiges
au sein du IX¢ pylone du temple d’Amon-Ré a Karnak™ (pp. 391-398)

The study of the dispersal of the falatat in the foundations of the 9th pylon at Karnak opens up new
perspectives for understanding the organization of the dismantling of the Aten temples. These data not only
improve our understanding of the way the stones were assembled together, but also enable us to perceive the
spatial distribution of the decorations on the original walls of the Aten temples. This potential would never have
been possible without the quality of the work carried out by the CFEETK teams and, above all, the great rigor
with which Michel Azim led the archaeological dig to extract the talatat from the west tower of the 9th pylon
of the Karnak temples.
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MEAE - UAR 3172 du CNRS, SCA - MoTA

Slal,S

s & BVl dolud) 8yl3e) dsaldl sl l






WV

CFEETK

&S0 Wl dul yd g 01 g5 b1 35,0
yove





