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The Architectural, 
Urban, and Landscape 
Influence of Tapiola on 
American New Towns 

The Cases of Columbia 
(Md) and Reston (Va).
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Archives University George Mason - Robert Simon : 
Correspondances / Mail Heikki von Hertzen to Robert Simon 

- 10/06/1966
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Reston, Virginia :  « The 21st Century Downtown »

UGMA  / Carol lubin archives, Modern Zoning For Reston, American County Governement, May 1967. 3 p. 


UGMA  / Simon,Robert E.,  Master Plan,  Harland Bartholomew & Associates, 1963 
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Reston, Virginia :  « The 21st Century Downtown »

UGMA + Photography of the Lake Anne Village - 1962 Reston archives 



Columbia, Maryland :  « The Next America »

CCA / Brochure /  Columbia Visitors Guide, 1968

CCA / Columbia Today Magazine, Celebration 10 years, 1977



Columbia, Maryland :  « The Next America »

Architectural Record, Février 1965, New-town of 
Columbia proposes 10 villages to accommodate, 
110p.CAA / Postal Card Columbia

CAA / Booklet Columbia - 
January 1973



Tapiola : A garden city

UGMA  / Carol Lubin Archives , Asunto Politikka, N°1 - 
1962 

UGMA  / Reston Land Corporation Archives, Postal 
Card, Tapiola. 



Tapiola : A garden city

UGMA  / Robert Simon Archives (Tapiola - Photographs - 
Autor : Unknown - Date ? 

UGMA  / Robert Simon Archives (Tapiola) - 
Booklet 1962. 
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urban planners and architects

Finnish Exhibit In D.C; The Baltimore Sun Dec 1, 1963; pg. F5

Gustaitis Rasa, Dream Suburb' Built in Finland: Tapiola 
Models To Be Shown Here, The Washington Post, Times 
Herald; Nov 23, 1963

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

Finnish Exhibit In D.C
The Sun (1837-); Dec 1, 1963; ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Baltimore Sun
pg. F5

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner.  Further reproduction prohibited without permission.

'Dream Suburb' Built in Finland: Tapiola Models To Be Shown Here
By Rasa Gustaitis Staff Reporter
The Washington Post, Times Herald (1959-1973); Nov 23, 1963; 
ProQuest Historical Newspapers: The Washington Post
pg. C4



PART I / Tapiola’s critical fortunes among North American journalists, 
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UGMA / Robert E. Simon / Huxtable, Ada Louise Architecture: 
Virtues of Planned Community,” The New York Times, October 24, 
1963. 

UGMA / Robert E. Simon / von Eckardt Wolf 
«Gardens for Finland’s City-Bound », The 
Washington Post, 6 septembre 1964. G6.
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For America, three lessons from Europe: 
Stockholm, Sweden; Tapiola, Finland; and Cumbernauld, Scotland, 

each saying something different, each 
"significant in its own right." 

From this lofty triumverate would come 
the winner of the first R. S. Reynolds Memorial Award 

for Community Architecture—Cumbernauld, 
a new town which "holds great significance" for the profession 

and for community architecture, 
said the jury in its report. Holding great significance, too, 

and presented here, is the jury report itself. 

bor, and more recent development 
on the adjacent islands and main-
land. Surrounding the inner city is 
the Greater, Stockholm area. 

The site of the original city was 
chosen in the 13th century as a 
fortress to protect a single inlet 
from the Baltic to a great inland 
waterway system. The old "City of 
Stone" in the center and the nu-
merous lakes and waterways give 
Stockholm many challenging plan-
ning problems (including some 40 
bridges) but at the same time pro-
vide the discipline and natural 
beauty that has led to such success. 

City Planning Policy: The pres-
ent city planning office has been in 
existence for 330 years. It is no 
wonder that lessons have been 
learned, one of which gave rise to 
a policy that allows the city to buy 
lands in areas where development 
is desired—before plans are com-
pleted. 

This farsighted policy permits 
the city to plan for its own expan-
sion while enjoying soimd and con-
trollable fiscal advantages. Bene-
fits from the so-called unearned 
increment in land values can be 
used to finance the necessary pub-
lic works and development costs. 

Objectives: During the last 15 to 
20 years the major thrust in town 
planning and development has 
been directed toward renewal of 

the downtown core area; planning 
and construction of comprehensive 
metropolitan rail rapid transit and 
highway systems; and planning 
and completion of 18 new commu-
nities having a total population of 
250,000 with five more under con-
struction. 

These major activities are based 
on the following objectives: 
• To preserve as intact as possible 
the very beautiful old parts of the 
inner city, the City of Stone, with 
its palaces, parks, bridges and 
some of the historic narrow streets. 
• At the same time, to revitalize 
the core area by providing the mod-
ern facilities needed and allowing 
for the growth of central business, 
institutional and cultural needs of a 
major metropolitan city. 
• To limit the geographic growth 
and population of the inner city by 
providing new satellite towns for 
present and future growth, thus 
preventing urban sprawl and its re-
sulting blight. 
• To define the old city and its 
satellites by greenbelt open spaces 
in which building is precluded and 
recreation is encouraged and de-
veloped. 
• To provide employment oppor-
timities in the satellite commu-
nities primarily in services, office 
work and light industry. 
• To provide each satellite with its 

own multipurpose town center, in-
cluding shopping, cultural, admin-
istrative and recreational activities 
—all scaled to appropriate size. 
• To concentrate major large-scale 
activities of this type in the rede-
veloped downtown core. 
• To install an effective rail rapid 
transit system so that residents of 
every urban community can enjoy 
the facilities of the entire Greater 
Stockholm area for work as well as 
recreation and culture. 
• To provide an adequate express-
way network to handle growing 
traffic needs. (Sweden has the 
highest rate of private car owner-
ship in Europe; it is a rate expected 
in the near future to reach the US 
level.) 
• To focus the entire transporta-
tion system on the downtown core. 
• In addition to the foregoing in-
ternal metropolitan planning objec-
tives, to link a ring of existing and 
new outlying cities and commu-
nities to Greater Stockholm by 
converting segments of the exist-
ing national railroad system to 
rapid transit service which, in turn, 
is to be interconnected with the 
rail rapid transit system of Greater 
Stockholm. 

These objectives and their im-
plementation are the fruit of a pro-
longed city planning effort under 
the directorship of Sven Markelius 
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growth of 600.000 from 1960) in 
Greater Helsinki in which the 
population is to be accommodated 
both within the old city and within 
new dormitory neighborhoods in 
suburban greenbelts along arterial 
radials serving Helsinki. 

Both the Seven Cities plan and 
the Foundation plan assume re-
newal of the inner city core (al-
ready under development based on 
Aalto's "Lakeside Plan"). 

The Seven Cities plan is now 
being implemented by the Asunto-
saatio which has acquired the land 
and is developing plans for the 
second and third of these cities— 
Espoo Bay for 100,000 persons and 
Porkkala for 200,000—both on the 

Gulf of Finland to the west of 
Tapiola. The official plan has not 
been effectively implemented. 

Organization: Asuntosaatio, a 
private, nonprofit, beneficial orga-
nization founded by its director, 
Heikki Von Hertzen, is the devel-
oper of Tapiola which was begun 
in 1952 and is now largely com-
pleted. Von Hertzen, formerly the 
director of the Helsinki community 
fund, was able to enlist six large 
private organizations as founders 
along with labor unions and serv-
ice organizations. 

The aim of the founders was not 
only to provide housing but to cre-
ate a society. To do this great care 
was taken with sociological aspects 

and a strong sense of community 
identification has resulted. 

Of the housing foundation's 4,575 
planned dwelHngs, 4.380 have been 
completed; and of 6,100 working 
places, 2,300 have been created. 
The population density of 57 per-
sons per acre contrasts with 200 
to 300 per acre in the Stockholm 
communities even though the ratio 
of about 80 percent apartment and 
high-rise to 20 percent terrace and 
single-family is comparable. 

Tapiola is a true garden city of 
relatively low housing density. Of 
the present population, about 55 
percent is white collar and 45 per-
cent blue collar, meeting the prem-
ise of a cross-section community. 

Tapio ia plan seeks an accommodation with water and terrain in best tradition of the garden city concept. 

 



PART II / Heikki von Hertzen's Encounter with America: A Fruitful and 
Diverse Relationship

The list of some 34 guests. It included developers such as Levitt & Sons, Inc. and 
American Standard Corp., institutions such as the Ford Foundation and the 
Finnish Consulate, and media outlets such as C.B.S. Television, The Architectural 
Forum, Progressive Architecture, and The New Yorker.

Guest list « American Home Luncheon for Heikki von Hertzen ».  

UGMA / Box 504.2, Simon (Tapiola), PCA. Mail from Hubbard H. Cobb to Robert E. Simon, August 18, 1966
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PART III / The relationship between the three founders of new towns: 
Mutual visits and development of correspondence

UGMA / Robert E. Simon  Archives / Dinner invitation letters to Heikki von Hertzen, Charles Goodman, Hugh N. 
Jacobsen, Chloethiel Woodard Smith and William Conklin…August 1966. 



UGM / Robert E. Simon / Correspondence between Robert E. Simon and Heikki von Hertzen, September 1, 
1966 (Frederick Gutheim in copy) 

PART III / The relationship between the three founders of new towns: 
Mutual visits and development of correspondence



UGMA / Reston Land Corp, Reston — Publications, PCA, 15,4. / Peter, John ; Maroon, Fred J. (Photographer), A 
Billion-Dollar Bet on a New Way to Live, Look, 30 novembre 1965, 52-57pp.
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CCA /  Mail from James Rouse to William E. Finley, 
Morton Hoppenfeld, Heikki von Hertzen for 
Columbia Consultant, October 11, 1967. 

PART III / The relationship between the three founders of new towns: 
Mutual visits and development of correspondence

' I ' \ 

Dear Jim, 

COPY Helsinki Hotel 

9/ 19/ 67 

Although I realize that you hove met Heikki von Hertzen, and that Bill Finley 
has also hod discussions with him I feel that a 3 to 5 day visit by him as a consultant to us 
would be tremendously helpful at this stage of Columbia development. There ore 2 specific 
uses to which I think he could be put . 

I) To review our present plans for the allocation of land to detached houses, 
townhouses, garden apartments and high rise. 

This particular aspect of the Topiola development is superior to anything that 
I hove seen. We were also tremendously impressed by methods he used in mixing the economic 
contours. I feel that they hove accomplished to a great extent what we ore trying to accomplish 
in this aspect of Columbia . He has shown a practical approach to planning and for solving 
problems that involve our future merchandising that would be most helpful. 

It is my thought that he should meet with our merchandising and management 
committees plus several people from the mortgage department. I would contemplate that 
these meetings would involve as many half day sessions as appear advisable. In between 
times I would plan to work with him on the details of some of our present plan as they relate 
to merchandising in accordance with our over all objectives. His experience and knowledge 
I feel would be most helpful. 

2) It had been my desire and I believe yours to arrange for a series of fairly 
intimate luncheon meetings (light lunch) of key businessmen from Baltimore and Washington. 
Von Hertzen is on interesting and impressive speaker . The ULI group were fascinated by his 
talks with us. If we arranged for 4 luncheons with 25 to 35 businessmen at each luncheon, 
2 days for Baltimore businessmen and 2 days for Washington businessmen - V. H. as speaker 
would create additional interest in these meetings . The list of guests should be compiled by 
the merchandising committee with the assistance of George Brady. It should include retoi I 
prospects, house and opt. builders with whom we desire to do business, industrial prospects, 
opinion moulders and potential investors. 

Bruce Hayden and I spent an afternoon with von Hertzen and Bruce also 
feels that V.H. is impressive and could be helpful. It is his suggestion that if we decide 
to invite V.H. to spend some time with us he would like Harvey Moger .. md perhaps some 
C. G. people to attend some of the meetings. V. H. would charge us $2000 for a minimum of 3 
maxi mum of 5 days. 

0-etobor 111 1967 

TO: William E. Finley 
Morton Hoppenfeld 

CC: WUiard G. RotJSe 
Edwin W. Bak$r 
Robert T ennenhaum 
Emile Vestuti 
Arnold fhilltps 
William H. Winstead, UJ 
fl.a t s hetrr.cn 
Thomas C. Wolff, Jr. 

James W. RoV$9 

John levering 
Peyton S. Cochran, Jr. 
Ri-chard L. Andenon 
Robert M. Cameron 
Robert E. Huff 
W. $<:ott Ditch 
Jdm I'Jmtin Jones, Jr. 
Dol.lgfas M. Godine 

. . . . ., . . . ,. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Heikki von Hert.zen, the of Tapfola, Finkmd, 'lflidety applauded new 
town, is vi"Siting in the Unired States. We have arranged to retain hfm for twc 
days October ood T vesday, October t7) a eonw ltont to review 
Columbia with us In detail, to rt9late experiences in Tapiola that may be 
pertinent and 1·o crittcTze Cotvmbio Clpcnly end freely. 

Mc:::ndcy a.m.: A eomprelwnsive tour cf Colu1Wkt (Von hcs already visited 
Columbia} in wn[ch he h<lS be-en criticize freely and without 
fear of on cnyon.e•, toes as he moves through the exhibit, roods, streets, 
plll%a, stores, public buildings, (1 would suggest that the tour group be corn-
posed of WEF, MH, Ted Baker, Doh Tennenbaum, Vestuti, Amold PhilliPJ, 
BHI Windead, 1'/1(.11 Sherman <U'ld Tom Wolff and onyc,)W;! else they choo$e to add to 

group.) 

1t wiU be our job to question in ot'cler to develop more information but not to 
worry about defending what we -or-e doing excspt os it pertinent fo dovcloping 
rich(!r criticism. The tour wiH end at twelve noon, ot which time the foltowing 
people wit I ioin the tour gro:.;p (if eonvenient with their schedules) and von Herl%en 
for lunch: J\·VR, \VGR, WEF, NH, Jl, PSC, DA, RMC, BH, SO, JMJ, DMG. 

CCA / Mail from Willard Rouse to James Rouse, 
Heikki von Hertzen for Columbia Consultant, 
September 19, 1967. 



House & Home, Juin 1966 / Reston

Lake Anne Center : Conklin & Rossant, Hickory 
Cluster by Charles Goodman 
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Tidesfall Town houses by architect Hugh Newell 
Jacobsen for Wilde Lake Village (Columbia) / 
Architectural Record, May 1971, p.92-93

TRC Headquarters - Columbia 1970-1973 / 
model photograph (photographer unknown) - 
Architect Franck Gehry et O. Malley Associates. 
CAA - S 1.5 TRC - Headquarters for TRC [:  
Reports, Blueprints, Pictures], Box 32, Folder 3. 



Jacoby Susan,  Towns of the Future : Will Planning Give Us a better Way of life ?, Chicago Sun Times, 12 / 21 / 
1969. Source : CAA  


CCA / Mail Newsletter : The Finnish American 
Chamber of Commerce : « Heikki von Hertzen 
and his Tapiola Garden City » 1967

CONCLUSION
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Thank you for your 
attention.

Time Magazine, Cities are Fun !, August 24, 1981. 

A Reston, Columbia, and Tapiola resident 
walk into a bar. 

The Reston guy boasts : "We have 4 man-
made lakes ! »


The Columbia guy laughs :  « Amateur! We 
have three times as many ! »


The Tapiola resident smirks, "We have one 
artificial lake. The other 1,000 are natural. »


