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GHULAM BAGH
AMBIVALENCE OF A POSTCOLONIAL NOVELIST
Muhammad Naeem, PhD
Associate Professor of Urdu
Institute of Urdu Language and Literature
University of the Punjab, Lahore

Abstract

A novel is at least a new world, or a new understanding
of it. Is it possible to present the new world with old
words? Or it requires new words. If the existing social
structure (ethos) and concept of reality (world view) is
to be changed, then mere wording does not work, one
has to do experiments of form. Then, in a post-colonial
society, it is difficult to bear the burden of history and
to mark the form of error implicit in its construction,
without a new understanding of history. In Mirza Athar
Baig's novel, Ghulam Bagh, word-making and formal
experiments come out as prominent features. This novel
Is a dilemma of the characters trying to understand the
reality and determine their status in the post-colonial
situation. This article using the tools of close reading,
explores the formal innovations of Ghulam Bagh.

Keywords:
Postcolonial Novel, Nihilism, Structural Changes,
Ambivalence, Ghulam Bagh



ot i erinl T ke eI Sy

G2V A fre e G nl Lf bl
L ,?‘afut & J‘)’L}D)M-‘L!ﬁ/‘/}: 2?2 3L sy FEUssd e Ugas
u“"J'Ku@Mf‘LJL:’&:/;JL‘al[/"lpC—M{c':&;/gojlf/ﬂ[JUL:J}E.}?‘LJP’
u’/f'“fmcf'zi'f;/t L’,Q!J+J/; Kw?.ufwéugj‘;g;}&ugfc,wu
d@/(dﬂu::ﬂ;r)%L,«.Td/u}"):g/,:f%%({Jl:(j’/?.fu/,u_w..ﬁbbc;
Dot -8 E s o a i Sz zadopd Eu Lol
Lf'{ufmufub;H?u;gJKu?/rdilb/,_‘adu/-"t/ulfil SAfe
ROy KUsy f G 221 LTS UM L5 L
0 elenlie (Annals)UrtJL7 u;ijt“(l" d;:&lf:!é‘ Isesl L s? $oF !
UL U S s W e S AU e I " 2t
DB sP S s™ F S5 5S Ustssn

Y ks Gprocess IS st (L bl S5 it i
LLJL&]/,Cé@d///.%iﬁwi%o}/ﬁé;il/d"')‘uqc«UI}"u:Hi;éJ_‘L
be‘cuﬂ}JuG!d/’%lL%Ju’;d}fgzgégugjb&!_+V£j/)4uﬁ
Sl A, b e i e Ui /ng»:ucl (r)_‘at“/
2 DAL £ ks § 7 i e 5 57 it Sl
i Fle T e drdo st L5 2 e Je e g Us
&J/’}JE’T}(U}/)&;‘L%J‘/)’/MJKJGTL&%;LLJﬂL;«UTLG«U'/d//%‘
d}%ﬂﬁd/é&/,w.@/wuwﬂ?LJ‘JU AL o i et
wiéd‘ s s K

;!/'léuljlzéffu(u:‘f/“‘o;tui‘m SRR AN,

J%UgémJéeug,}"l—fm—&uJuﬁm/u'%u,lu?t"/;,mc;

(W)“-LEL"/Jub%u?/ﬂfuwu?gJuu‘ur‘? Lulmg/f

7 v



;’C;) bd

v i ‘rzr:uw)/‘m?‘qu e g Sy
f b G S AT £ L SE0d o Adae £ Sbe sy A
< U Juf";ul‘d/ww_,gK;uﬁZé;@me,qw-%(gﬁ/
Jmf‘amu/w,‘ay@@%/cﬁbwJﬂJr)?; fug/#&kutmm
structural Uk 4”330t e e S S FUWE b 2 LSS
Sl AT = & b3k 1S v 2 £ $ 9 4(changes
colosd B R Ut el LSt S A F e £ G Fn Bt
FagE P U SE S de e WU S L L
GG e 2 e 1 LR e G S o Ll
FPen of AL TS e (F 5 G e Ugarliml G2V K T
ui';/’!;’%,lLu’léu’l:LLL"nJla{(agency)/Q?!uﬂi/uUl?ﬁ”grﬂi‘r(}?
N ZRNN e 1 P PN -]
WS pid s F e S f Lo At Lok
£63 Gl §F &l o (F agency) A1 141 ’%,i(ﬁ/(;gf% VI o4l
LG U b Ul J 28 Gt 1™ 2 S s &
d/ul_ujzijt“:{ KLnALJuég;z;!/?Jﬁ&kﬁujd“!f)m{ff,
ggKJ;t)-gchqyélJ»dﬁ&wm'[‘amuméawmu;’lﬁ»
L e Gar LIS FF e AT L Suo ot b ol
u’~ui‘ugﬂdﬂfw)(fgn‘)puug'%%gw)z,mLu)lf»d/um/._iff
/La'uﬁcﬁ:‘ayibﬁéwLuﬂt‘»(fum;/‘f,{*’d(o)”-u?ua;uv,;,p{/v.;u&f;
e JE STt SEGby Ul 2 U 1 i K
U:J‘JL/)JLdﬂu’"}’i’JUG}.L.JU:%«?‘:_‘LrJuU:G}.L,JD}-ALL?TJJ%
LS S EL I QLS e CF st = (DGl Fd (ot ZIAT9)
£t Su oG N ke i L1 F L s Tl



ot i erinl T ke eI Sy
B A D AT O A RS PSRN -
uuugéjdw L/})d/l.»""m,?ubcg'/)l‘aé’—%; S LJJ’J KU S Us S, <
el 55,0, LS At QT S Mt 1 AU
G uF U &L LT it s neSlin b E o T
LU St S b f ol e NS o6 G
u:"&”'”;u,to%_‘ag@fwgymL;/K//Lm:h;.);/d’w Ll
_‘aénuc'dwzL&,«;Jawéuwémd/m&uf/;&vfuf%wl{
o/'u'l;J?c‘géﬂuuégo/dbijl[L/:L&}f'dkd/ﬂgﬂd}t
J&ngﬁ9"f@if'¢/5ugK&Euﬁ@kééﬁuﬁd;tf/}i[f‘ab’n
JJ;KJ&Q&;“J}@/L"U/;LJ?-‘aé‘Cnuﬁ_w/J'L'f'Lui
S TV Ut S Pl Li s L/)g-‘auf.w;ﬁ
N e S5 Ll IS LA EE I e S0 2 E i 7
jyu’!&/ﬂfu’l-%&ﬁ;uﬁgyu&;&%,;L;g%&fjf@ifa’kﬁ
.L.é’:gfr‘g'c?_!uﬁ@?dﬁ;_@.&upl:;i/mf(bj!ﬂ}{d%}f&&fh‘cuﬂf‘a
e B AN Gt TS S S L L S
L,g!/;g-&/;j:ulLéwﬁ’uréﬂo,u’?ffjlziwb.ﬁl}}d/u
E bl C i S A AL e U« UM dze o)
Aol Pl eprdadduft-atta e ety
gj:)‘flwui'ul_‘Ll[/J&'obd/di')(fVgé'%,luguﬁuwji“&mj’!,é%p/
S G 0o/ 5# E ot TnB U IS e pum§ preed
i e L ip L Ll e b S S 3S  E 4 5
e (EL o b 1 ST 1 St L
It 5B G §oF 2 5L St oo £ A L st

F



;’C;) I

v i ‘rzr:uw)/‘m?‘qu e g Sy
WU b L3P Eaed Pt TS S seisdu
G b8 IF SR DAL T L
LSO st eIt B o SEVE LS i
-ujLTrKZ,
ujeéu’!u’wﬂd_ta.jléu’W|KJ»/TLUQZ:/::C!;/d}(/LJ)L'
Lg}ud}"Lm_tg/ufd“(/jéfu_bamgujgui»atégd/j“m.;;j
PSP SU s dna gpBE S PG rn e F6EEF TGS
S F e Flpict S F138 S S &g et
et dir L P A E o LS okt el bl
Jgg@‘;liu’fu’féLu@/!dﬁf”dﬁu&jfu(&/ffu’ffﬁ’-%uf
,xfz/vgn_‘éﬁl‘;u;’ui»J’ﬁiJL/J’“/u)Mﬁuﬁdtg‘gm-&ufj’
(&ﬁ)dﬁ“«mt(i/)&/’mruﬁ&JwLdgtﬁ-f"ﬂ;ﬂmu/
.;g,zgduéﬁukwcﬁL/;%/?Ltgdu"/ﬁ/?fdf)/wgLd,u_))J/V
NG 2 G2 L 29w Te 28 e Wit L6 &
Fedad k57 adumﬂ(‘ay@)._fwL}fﬂf!;/,,‘fukusl&uu g
o6 1 e p &6 L S 17U o)
LS ru o 9 sz Josteob ibe v o e saleil§ Ios—coslJ
_&}uﬁ}ﬁ"ui‘d;LwJfﬂiJL/f/o’(uméukmﬁug‘Lb/f/J
_LL.QJ?U//(}JI}'”/"&’&L'{(:J"M"gl&l&»" e L gt £
L o e sSSP b § AT S AL P
sl 22 o s 1o e e i Qe e P L uim (Fy
Lt ¥ Qoverhate) e f-er F ¥ A L e P S ot
uﬁd)quiJJ’“_(tuJ);_%"aﬂJ/'T,J,l"ufu&’}ﬁigjg'%t(u}w!



ot i erinl T ke eI Sy
Casers1oa p S FAEE e S 9p B Lo T 1
SB1nls o p i Ja 3 o e ur st W L 1 e s
IIUE B s S LI )BT st S U s L st
ul,éu?%m/mmw;tukwré’Jﬂ(};u_‘L&%JgimVQJJ""JW
Labsri Bt Sy 2 S Sl T Ty Feie 33 L L
cel SuF b e Lup W& gz e S & A
LF Li s botnsct S v el L2 £ Pt S
_‘ab/ff/gfé/%é,@é:J?d'égﬁ'ﬁzﬁiéat“lﬁ”e’/;/gfd,?

J/LgnU:J,tﬂr‘afl:%gf(’@;w)/{:ﬁij,%iz(x«‘”ﬁKﬁ(
J’wgyuﬁziﬂfgﬂu’fdwy’/nK(L'Lw-uif’;zmmJ“u
L;t/'w;,mﬁ‘fﬁ&fgﬁfm'%,lﬁ(f%lgtwf:-{‘_kgtuuig /L&uf;?‘a
c«&lu(}li{,)d?.cdlvbéu_‘at'ng AL sl et S W ostostle & 1 ug 24t
lz;/uu:";'d;i/im‘gtz;‘ji@gg}f;wJJ’"”L&W-‘LL"W Jiig
e e a t S FHS S S i f Umn 66 oLy P
e fe W e S UL e U Sk
4 st e Ui ot S e LG e Qb Fey
Sloe WAL LL SIS E 2 s L iine 26 St
-LLLEL?J/JJ}}@EJLJKCJJW?%

_,;/“.gulM;iq{./"duu(u’lfge:%%lgtg;ﬂ;’l,,L’/Kgiglz._,gﬁf
‘9911,/é¢q4}wJ/v/(uJ#¢(b (fg/(}’}o:”@gﬁ/ngjy/gﬂjui
Frd E e Wb e G S £ F foar s
i EREE T Lo

S AT Eo e e Uit 2 e K63l Gt TH e (U
/f,?w“aw_/% d)/c,ﬁd/w;u?,-ggwc;jtffélg;dl‘d?;g iy

F A



7P A

ot el o aade e g Sy
a1 u:za"_/d’c//f;wwAé‘Jatgu/JiZTf%guﬁJL/
J.;,uuﬁ’%lﬂt fuﬁﬂtﬁzi(#,/b? ng)fu{.uﬁ}g‘abg/fb/dtmﬁ
PSSl IS 5N e W E 25 GI
d:/bezga,c«}'/urjy(fu{.t‘gg;u.'?}rL'{'!,»L‘/KJCg.!ZJ:C)J/‘LeﬁU}C
sl of G P2 FF P e ATeid
_‘gQ: (]}’/J..jf_
VYU Lo Gl TI S~ W Ut Qo S Ukt S i 1
o131/ Unbslmt ussts S s QoA T 5 8 U7 J36 sl £ & (PULE U S
Kb UGS S RO 60 s VU 00 &4 A1t S
e T eSS SRATIE Ul SIS IS A e oo
mu’fd’yf.«,m}fﬂédﬁ‘u{!uﬁm',’,tﬁfﬁld!;&ub»i'&%'//&ﬂ
- b £ sz F1t 0 Ut o 39 L a1 2 e 2
U1l 96@&/&3(@@@“’@4 ﬁ'z_,,a&cﬁyu'zﬁm.m{.,cr
gé.tﬂtf'{awb.;;;c;glid/cﬂJ»JC;!(L’&:UU!)/&D;H(ZILL?,ML
SHugudTta s v & 28 e o g2 b o
L) uie Bl B2 B re b U §1 VS5
2 P mn 8 E b S22 L S (b b & 27
VUMK #1587 38 mumod S L bl A b U -t
3 S I ) U5 ol 2(a L3 Qs 5 i 1o
LF S F P temilnuf -V Ut g e B LW
IS ot e Lo 1 S e s S SE e e Lt e Gl et
L APLF S S oo T et g Lt gt S S
ur/,é/:i'/,'/‘éd/)/’yh’nduli{,-ujglgui/?K;L.l(.c«l.)’”RelevantLBQ
e VB L P53 i LR o el oS e 2 b &
Jw/,z"‘_";(sdﬁ}g{w&%mﬁ_}}u;wuwuf%/:.ﬁ;.,t?fu(d»g
S2 I folsed b Si LD LF wion Ju,é"}_;_lﬂ)/



ot i erinl T ke eI Sy
Jd»g,oz Z,u’l_u;d/(/ﬁ‘c,&'?@l;./cfd/dngﬁfdl.&i L E
Sob w LIS S e d 5L e & b L
:.,C"!;/u_tauﬁ}u%‘;d/uu/mmuﬁf&g,ﬁ&dr q}ﬂ’éi
It S Y1 T S < byl jo,_u;zgu,é‘;wmugd/ggﬁéw
& J1as(rrr ) "-+Cﬁuuu’4 =S AS 2l e B b
/;l.u/u-‘a Cﬁ/d:f.:v/;/@a/.K&!;ﬁf’;uu/st}“;rﬂﬁ.gf‘aui
e il 23U @{jd/fuﬁgumui_‘grfflwlr;:@/’ u(plf&/
‘u&oig“audj’”éasu?ﬂum ‘uK»ﬂKLn%z.ﬁ/t.,{léy,@‘me
L bl 22 o U GRU I ez (sl L0l st 3 SUF
SU7 U8 Uty F S oot o s LK ot | 2 Qo T Ul - U F
(empire):‘%/;lu;’f‘;dl‘g u?j.r(ﬁkén@/a%@lﬁ@/l{:gﬁacu
S el i S e el puu s Luse ¥ £
LWl S0P o f e eclinimap e crdif usidén Lo S
GO Eap S e &t A Lt e o 55 Sl e U
/,1wLnJi,)/,twfgaswtufu)ué;&wc,%uﬁ_ugénf&
g[}@tL_,ug/»du/01,&L£%zu{tgr_ﬂl,z@f’fufjﬂfgﬁﬂn[
uf;’ow/.:ﬁ (othemess)é‘f../:;L}.L."g"jtg!’lrd'~Cﬁ/ﬂﬂu“/dffgb%“&gW!
u:fu&gum '« sl dn /y»'ﬁ'uﬁg)&wéu?‘%u%d,fg
b S L JF 50 d/)g_u,?L.L:/!;bli/é"<G/,/£‘ihf)/;’/})
6/ G6rogze S W 1 I oot e b B E 0T o b
R Jg;gl’iu//’uz?_G;/Jr_fg’m;t’j/?duiug;ﬂ&umo"@dv
KE S PG5

et e WEE D 0 IGe 22T 2 gty
et e i § P pin e bt S eSS F J/sﬂ;_g_fango/;)
U139 b ooy LS UF Pl S o s Booa b0 S 57

F



{5) 0

ot b et kAt e g Sy
e SEG( o G DI Y o o L1 P 5T
-u:féu»’u’fu m+rgJ(ﬁJyJw;ﬂwg/(_wﬁ_sgm“a
J;L'c«c‘r“;d_+o'”(/u:;v&w/;wuﬁbu;@d)cuf)dwd/uﬁ.)g
e e Qe il § e Ul - (b e L¢Lu;/|;/¢é/g/f;//zuﬁ
FNB W e AL G- GBIt F S uny
S8 mth 2 i d S o3 et Sl S AS P p S s
SEFA8S R b S F e I s
S et e b S (& DAL TSl P
G AT SNt E LG e ol St dio
Lu'JK,Jyﬂ,J}-L/ufdﬁLug/jm/;u‘l‘/}.,ﬁﬁ‘LL&fm
Jd;tﬂt’r&dﬁﬁﬁt&dﬁéf/vru)lu‘bu’lwuauiﬁ-gd;}&@té‘.
(flid?/;julc}l/:'!J.Wdydl.’a'»/?(!,qla:(binary logic)&%df‘u’l&l/&:f
S g2 = udirl ot S Quaston 2 & i A
U2 e G g 190V K 3251 £ e (S A6 Sp st 1
8 87 Uit 91 166 e (el it Loy 215 ot e
_ufJﬁflJ’%@,ujb«éum;/&l}l/jKu}g/gugc‘a@lg
u’/Lé/t-‘at;;J}%fuzwu‘t‘m&végt}ud//,ﬂdL:» FLedle
ISUBKBLNS LT D LS ke oSt 5 L pboeunit,
e leb e ez i (el diie s
PAQA QA QAQAS

Ly

e 5Pl Ul ses 6 e ()
Vinay Lal, The History of History: Politics and Scholarship in Modern
India (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003)

iebnd Lasd? JEF g @

Edward Said, Orientalism (New York: Pantheon Books, 1978)



Serrdl nr:uPJV‘ruP:ama eI Sy
eI ety VL LT e i Lo b AL s ()
j@n%,-w?_naclg;;ﬁ&;@yLum’t/ﬂfvéwwém:C/f’“e{;m
Al Sl F o eopue (Fued o8 gey” 230 S enr
Suf oot £l s =38 §L 2ozr e A L 2 dg;gl’)wtuzrul/’g{u
I BATI o I 2 nls P20 60n F Sep sl S 6 U 26
SFBLF sk letrd L0F A 2i S 4p il i Sk
dﬂ):lﬁgfit?:zruy»L;Jrid;fduunszuﬂ/jug-’;wuw/,agffg
#96(Local Knowledge)u‘udl.’e‘» Lfﬁ}gagﬂﬁLu{/l S J] -dj/Ln
c;;«l/r“”.éu’!-g)u/v;{j//ul.;‘:ﬁlJﬁ?édﬁdl&&‘?&jfﬂigﬁ

!“éj)“&éiék/fﬁ

Clifferd Geertz, Local Knowledge: Further Essays in Interpretive
Anthropology. (New York: Basic Books, 1983 )

et ZR LD, ()

ey (@ 3
(6) Singh, Bhupinder. "Colonialism and Transformation in Punjab: A N
Story of Railway Development.” In The Railways in Colonial South :m

Asia, pp. 397-412. (New York & London: Routledge, 2021).

BIBLIOGRAPHY

- Mirza Athar Baig, Ghulam Bagh, (Lahore: Sanjh Publishers,
2006)

- Geertz, Clifferd. Local Knowledge: Further Essays in
Interpretive Anthropology. (New York: Basic Books, 1983)

- Lal, Vinay. The History of History: Politics and Scholarship in
Modern India. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2003.

- Said, Edward. Orientalism. New York: Pantheon Books, 1978.

- Singh, Bhupinder. "Colonialism and Transformation in Punjab: A
Story of Railway Development.” In The Railways in Colonial
South Asia, pp. 397-412. New York & London: Routledge, 2021.

O o0 o
0.0 0‘0 0‘0



