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:NHANCING DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION
/ IN TERRITORIAL ENERGY PLANNING

Development and analysis of a citizen science approach in Alsace
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The Pole d’Equilibre Territorial Geographic location of the Alsatian partners Driven by the urgency to intensity the energy transition and
et Rural of Sélestat Alsace Cen- foster the development of renewable energy projects, these two
trale, is a regional consortium com- m local communities, along with an NGO Collectif Paysages de
prising 52 communes with a popu- - e l'‘apres petrole (PAP), the MOSAIC team from the National

. ommunaute de communes ;
lation of 80 000. In 2022 the PETR de Sauer-Pechelbronn (67) museum of natural history (MNHN), and the research laboratory

LISIS of the French national institute for agriculture, food and
environment (INRAE), applied to a Fench agency for ecologic
transition (ADEME) call for projects.

approved a Territorial Climate Air
Energy Plan (PETR), aiming to in- AR
crease the share of renewable

energy (RE) in the territory’s final .

gross energy consumption : PETR de Sélestat The ambition is to develop a participatory platform designed to
Alsace Centrale (67) encourage public discussion on the local territory's energy future,

striving for the development of renewable energy initiatives.

Share of RE in the PETR final gross energy consumption
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m @ E@ This project, funded by ADEME with a budget of 300.000 €, will run
2024 12030 2050 from January 2024 to January 2027.

Similarly, the Communauté de == I e y
TEPOS Opjective of the Communaute de

Communes of Sauer-Pechel- o unes of sauer-Pechelbronn

bronn, consisting of 24 communes e RE production

and 19,000 inhabitants, I1s com-
mitted to becoming a "positive

energy territory"” (TEPOS) by 2037, Fnerqy
as outlined in a contract for ecologi- g consumption
cal transition signed with the State 2024 2037 2050

: and the Grand-Est Region. »
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\.‘ Both local authorities are now keen to spatialise these objectives
and engage the citizens in this endeavour.

Landscape from the Ortenbourg Castle in Scherwiller (PETR Sélestat Alsace Centrale), April 2024
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Energy planning spatialisation
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The project's primary goal is to develop a digital platform in
partnership with MOSAIC and PAP. Built on the ETAPE Paysage tool,
this platform will utilise local expertise to guide citizens in sharing
landscape data for energy planning. This participatory approach
enables inhabitants to express their opinions, ask questions, and
make recommendations through online resources and commu-
nity-led activities, shaping a more inclusive and informed energy
transition process.
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To achieve these goals, the project will rely on a landscape ap-
proach. This method not only facilitates the spatialisation of the
energy transition but also enhances citizen awareness, and leve-
rages their intimate knowledge of the territory. By preventing po-
tential conflicts regarding renewable energy development and fa-
cilitating public discussions, this approach may foster energy de-
mocracy.
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The landscape approach to imagine the after-oil landscapes (PAP)

Scientific and technical program of the project (MNHN)

Imagine de-
velopments

that fulfill
multiple func-

Combine
perspectives
to achieve a
comprehen-
sive vision

Leverage the
lived expe-
rience of the
population

Start with
local natural
and human
resources

Enhance the
beauty of the
landscape and
the living en-
vironment

Consider
scales from
the site to the
territory

Organising PLATFORM

workshops, landscape Gathering and spatia-

walks to initiate and lisation of knowledge

foster c|t|zer; from collective
engagemen intelligence

Defining challenges,
objectives, and deve-
lopment steps of the
framework with
stakeholders

Developing data col-
lection and proces-
sing method

PARTICIPATION

Collecting data and
participant feedback
and suggestions
based on their
experience

The project will create an online platform for citizen engagement
based on the ETAPE Paysage tool developed by PAP. Based on the
principles of the landscape approach, this serious game has been
designed to support territories' energy transition by collecting
landscape data and enabling the collaborative spatialisation of
energy transition scenarios. Local stakeholders are invited to iden- Out of providing valuable information and insights, this contribu-
tify landscape units and share data regarding the territories’ cha- ( tory data collection method may serve as a catalyst for engage-
racteristics, shaping a collectively desired spatialized energy plan. ment and support citizens' learning and legitimacy to join public
deliberations.

By engaging and empowering citizens in defining their territory's
energy futures, the project seeks to improve the quality of public
decision-making, facilitate deliberation, and build a collective
vision for the future. This collaborative effort is expected to result
In more legitimate and effective implementations of renewable
energy initiatives.

Moreover, the project aims to establish a pilot model that can be
replicated in other regions.
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Paysages de

Align the project with I'aprcés“-pégrole Co-constructs
oliecti
their specific objectives ‘ the platform
(SCOT, PCAET, TEPOS
Analyses the
2037)

participatory
Facilitates community mechanism
engagement
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