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Origins of BANG
What’s in a name?

• Togo Kan (Dogon)

[báŋ] ‘hidden, furtive, secret’

• Tommo So (Dogon)

[bààŋí-jɛ́] ‘go into hiding, hide oneself’

[bàŋu ́-ndá] ‘hide, conceal (something)’

• Bangime (Isolate)

[báŋɡí-mɛ̀] ~ [báŋɡí-jɛ̀] ‘endonym for language and ethnicity (sg.)’

[bàŋɡà=ndɛ́] ‘endonym for ethnicity (pl.)’ 3



Team Bang
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• Lexical (borrowings) – Abbie

• Lexical (cognates) – Fabian

• Computational – Promise

• Grammatical (negation) – Aurore

• Grammatical (internal reconstruction) – Vadim

• Corpus and tonal reconstruction – Lora

• Coordination – Magali ; Aurore

• Speakers – Adama – Bangime ; Dogon ; Gur ; Mande



Methods
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Words for ‘wood’ in 
Soninke-Bozo languages

DNA sequenced data



Genetic Admixture 
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Linguistic Affiliations by Cognates 
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MandeFula (Hantgan and List 2018)



Linguistic Affiliations by Loan Words
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Bangime                                                   Mande



Language Isolates
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(Campbell 2017, p. 16)

“In the most common view, an isolate is a language with no relatives,
that is, that has no demonstrable genetic relationship with any other language”.



The African Paradox

• Highest levels of human genetic 
diversity (Tishkoff 2009)

• Linguistic lack of diversity (however, 
see Güldemann 2018)

• Few isolates (Campbell 2017)

• Bangime 1/4-8 “uncontroversial” 
African language isolates (cf. 
Blench 2017)

10 (Dimmendaal 2008: 845)



Niger-Congo

• Bantu Expansion

• Mande Expansion (Brooks 1993)
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(Eberhard, Simons, and Fennig (eds.) 2022)



Mande languages in West Africa
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• Mande-speaking traders

• Mande-speaking warriors

Map created with LingTypology R-Package (Moroz 2017)

Coordinates and classification from Glottolog and Dogon and Bangime Linguistics Project



Dogon Reclusion
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(Vydrin 2009)

Sangha

Bangande

Graphic created in collaboration with MPI Jena
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Moran, Steven & Forkel, Robert & Heath, Jeffrey (eds.) 2016.



http://rpubs.com/AbbieHantgan/1188710 15

http://rpubs.com/AbbieHantgan/1188710


Evidence in favor of an ancient root
Proto-Niger-Congo

Form Gloss Language Family

*nak cow Proto-NC? NC

naɡ-ɡe cow Fulfulde Atlantic

nàá-ɡ vache Dogul Dom Dogon

naɡ-fɛ cow Koromfe Gur

naɡe cow Susu Mande

Form Gloss Language Family

nàà cow, cattle Bangime Isolate

nàà cow, cattle Jenaama Mande

nàà cow Penange Dogon

nâ ~ nàà vache Soninke Mande

nà vache Buamu Gur
16



Evidence in favor of a loan word
Proto-Mande

Form Gloss Language Family

*nìŋka cow Proto-Western-
Mande Mande

nìnɡì cow, cattle Kono Mande

nìká cow, ox Mende Mande

nàŋá cow, bull Toro Tegu Dogon

*i-ŋombe cow Proto-Bantu Bantoid

Form Gloss Language Family

mìsí vache Bambara Mande

ɲínsì vache Maninkakan Mande

nìsí vache Koyaga Mande

nikɛ cow Loma Mande

*e-be cow Proto-Bak? Atlantic
17
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https://www.nationalgeographic.com/travel/article/algeria-rock-art-prehistoric-sahara-petroglyphs

Mwai et. al. 2015

COW across African languages

http://rpubs.com/AbbieHantgan/1192902
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https://www.usaid.gov/

https://www.usaid.gov/
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Gàŋà ŋárá ! Thank you!  Merci !
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Data and Sources

https://osf.io/84f5d/?view_only=fe129b6da6134937932aaf788491a1c1

