
Appendix 
 
Wage labor 
 

Name of the 
labrador and 
title given (if 
any) 

Name of the 
landlord 

Date of the 
contract 

Duration of 
the contract 

Surface area 
and location 

Annual 
salary 

Andrés 
López, 
“Oficio de 
labrador”.1 

Juan de 
Cáceres 
Delgado, 
vecino. 

1528  1 year Unknown. 60 pesos de 
oro de 
minas, 
housing, 
food. 

Mateo 
Ribera. 
“Oficio de 
labrador”.2 

Diego de 
Mesia 

1556 1 year Unkown. Unknown. 

Amaro 
González, 
“servir de 
labrador”.3 

Andrés de 
Villaseca, 
vecino 

1557 1 year Unknown, 
Pachuca. 

75 pesos de 
oro de 
minas. 

Alonso 
Sánchez, 
“sirva de 
labrador”.4 

Bernardino 
Pacheco de 
Bocanegra, 
vecino y 
regidor de 
México. 

1562 1 year Unknown 
(“estancia y 
labranza”), 
Tula. 

90 pesos de 
oro de 
minas, food. 

Juan Garcia, 
labrador.5 

Marcos 
García, his 
uncle, 
labrador. 

1578 2 years Unknown. 190 pesos de 
oro común. 

 
  

 
1 AGNot, Soldada, FEJ, 16-11-1528. 
2 AGNot, Concierto, SAP, 03-1556. 
3 AGNot, Concierto, ALA, 15-09-1557. 
4 AGNot, Concierto, ALA, 17-11-1562. 
5 AGNot, Obligación, ALA, 02-02-1581. 



Sharecropping 
 

Name of the 
labrador and 
title given (if 
any) 

Name of the 
landlord 

Date of the 
contract 

Duration of 
the contract 

Surface area 
and location. 

Capital 
provided by 
the landlord 

Share 
received by 
the 
sharecropper 

Diego de San 
Vincente.6 

Pedro 
Núñez, 
maestro de 
Roa. 

1527 
 

2 years Villages of 
Núñez’s 
encomienda. 

None or 
unkown. 

1/6th of 
wheat7, 1/5th 
of porks. 

Juan Gómez 
de 
Peñaparda, 
vecino.8 

Gil 
González de 
Benavides 
& 
Bartolomé 
de Morales 

1527 
 

2 years Unkown, 
province of 
Cuáutitlan. 

A pair of 
oxen. 

1/6th of 
wheat, porks 
and sheep. 

Bartolomé 
Morán, 
labrador.9 

Juan de 
Marzana, 
estante. 

1555  3 years 2 
caballerías, 
cerro de 
Ocotepec 
(Coyoacán) 

40 oxen, 3 
carts, 7 
plowshares, 
6 hoes, 2 
axes, 2 
pickaxes, 2 
slaves, 200 
goats. 

1/3rd of 
wheat. Paid 
1/3rd of the 
expenses. 

Francisco 
Martín, 
labrador10 

Juan de 
Zaragoza, 
escribano 
público, 
vecino 

1557 2 years Unkown, 
Tacuba. 

8 oxen, 
plowshares 
and “tools”, 
2 slaves. 

1st year: 1/4th 
of wheat, 
1/5th of veals 
free of costs, 
6 fanegas of 
wheat, 5 
pesos de oro 
común. 
2nd year : 
same but 12 
fanegas and 
10 pesos. 

Pedro 
Ramírez, 
labrador.11 

Agustín 
Pinto, 
procurador 
de causas 
de la Real 

1557 2 years Unkown, 
Mexico. 

Oxen and 
tools. 

1/4th of 
wheat, free 
of costs and 
tithes. 

 
6 AGNot, Concierto, FEJ, 03-05-1527. 
7 Contracts often specified « wheat, maize and other grains » but wheat was commonly predominant. 
8 AGNot, Obligación, FEJ, 07-10-1527. 
9 AGNot, Concierto, SAP, 20-07-1555. 
10 AGNot, Concierto, ALA, 31-05-1557. 
11 AGNot, Concierto, CAA, 11-04-1557. 



Audiencia, 
escribano.12 

Pedro 
Sánchez de 
Fuentesalida, 
labrador.13 

Alonso 
Rodríguez 
Lanzarote 

1562 3 years Unkown, 
Tepozotlán. 

None or 
unkown. 

1st & 2nd 
years: 1/5th 
of wheat free 
of costs. 3rd 
year: 1/6th. 

Sebastián 
Palacios, 
labrador.14 

Gaspar 
Lanzarote. 

1562 3 years Unkown, 
Tecotlán. 

None. 1st & 2nd 
years: 1/5th 
of wheat free 
of costs. 3rd 
year: 1/6th. 

Alonso 
Martín, 
labrador15. 

Pedro de la 
Fuente, 
vecino 

1565 4 years 2 
caballerías, 
Tepozotlán. 

None, pays 
½ of the 
costs. 

½ of costs 
and benefits. 

Andrés 
Bravo.16 

Rodrigo 
Morán, 
vecino. 

1577 3 years 1 caballería, 
Tultepec 
(Cuautitlán). 

None, pays 
½ of the 
costs. 

½ of costs 
and benefits. 

Antonio 
Adán.17 

Francisco 
Rubio & 
Hernando 
de Cuevas, 
presbíteros. 

1578 3 years 5,5 
caballerías, 
province of 
Chalco. 
 

4 carts, 48 
oxen, 6 
veals every 
year, 12 
mares, 
tools, seeds 
to sow.  

1/3rd of 
wheat free of 
costs 
(including 
tithes?) + 30 
pesos de oro 
común the 
last year. 

Pedro 
Hernández, 
labrador.18 

Juan 
Grande, 
vecino, 
interprete 
de la Real 
Audiencia. 

1580 4 years 6 
caballerías, 
in San Juan 
Teotihuacán, 
San Lorenzo, 
San Miguel 
and 
Atezcapa. 

12 oxen, 12 
veals, 25 
cows, 4 
plowshares, 
3 ploughs, 3 
yokes, some 
axes. 

½ of costs 
and benefits 

Diego 
Hernández, 
labrador.19 

Dr. Alonso 
Martínez. 

1582 1 year Unkown, 
Ixtapaluca y 
Coatepec. 

30 oxen and 
veals, tools, 
wheat to 
sow, a horse 

1/8,5th of 
wheat and 
veals, free of 
costs and 

 
12 AGNot, Declaración, ALA, 23-03-1567. 
13 AGNot, Concierto, SAP, 17-10-1562. 
14 AGNot, Concierto, SAP, 11-09-1562. 
15 AGNot, Compañia, VAF, 11-12-1565. 
16 AGNot, Compañia, ALA, 17-08-1577. 
17 AGNot, Compañia, ALA, 29-10-1578. 
18 AGNot, Compañia, XUD, 08-05-1580. 
19 AGNot, Concierto, FEG, 20-04-1582. 



tithes + 12 
fanegas of 
wheat 

Diego 
González, 
labrador.20 

Cristóbal de 
Tapia, 
vecino. 

1593 Unkown. Field of 120 
fanegas of 
wheat, 2 of 
maize, 10 of 
beans and 40 
of barley, 
Guantitlan 
[Cuautitlán?] 

Unkown. 2/3rd after 
costs and 
tithes. + 100 
pesos de oro 
común.21 

 
  

 
20 AGNot, Cancelación, GRA, 01-05-1593. 
21 It is not clear if the 100 pesos were included in the first contract or were a compensation for the cancelation of 
the contract. 



Renting contracts 
 
Name of the 
labrador and 
title given (if 
any) 

Name of the 
landlord 

Date of the 
contract 

Duration of 
the contract 

Surface area 
and location 

Capital 
provided by 
the landlord 

Annual 
amount of 
the rent 

Melchor de 
Velázquez.22  

Monastery 
of la Madre 
de Dios of 
México. 

1560 3 years Unkown, 
altos de 
Tacuba 

Unkown. 1st year : 
280 pesos 
de oro 
común, 300 
pesos the 
following 
ones. Tithes 
paid by the 
monastery. 

Pedro 
Mateos.23 

Juan de la 
Torre 

1564 1 year 1 caballería, 
Tacuba. 

None. 50 fanegas 
of wheat. 

Bartolomé 
de 
Arcienaga, 
labrador.24 

Baltasar de 
Luna, indio 
principal de 
Tacuba. 

1568 3 years 1 caballeria, 
Tacuba. 

None. 40 fanegas 
of wheat. 

Julian y 
Lázaro de 
Herrera, 
labradores25 

Francisco 
de Salazar, 
escribano 
público, 
vecino 

1570 4 years 1 caballería, 
Tacuba. 

None. 50 fanegas 
of wheat. 

Miguel de 
Cuadros, 
labrador.26 

Juan 
Gallego, 
interprete 
de la Real 
Audiencia. 

1571 1 year Between 3 & 
4 caballerías, 
Tultitlán. 

14 oxen, 8 
plowshares, 
1 axe. 

110 fanegas 
of wheat. 

Alonso 
Martín, 
labrador.27 

Bartolomé 
de 
Mosquera, 
vecino. 

1573 2 years Unknown. Unkown. 11 pesos de 
oro común. 

Diego 
Garcia de 
Valverde, 
labrador.28 

Don Carlos 
de 
Arrellano. 

1574 2 years An estate of 
20 fanegas, 
Tacubaya. 

None. 40 fanegas 
of wheat. 

 
22 AGNot, Autos, ALA, 03-08-1562. 
23 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 09-10-1564. 
24 AGNot, Arrendamiento, XUD, 30-07-1568. Not mentionned as a labrador in this contract but in another 
document (Poder, SAP, 31-07-1576). 
25 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 28-07-1570. 
26 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 16-07-1571. 
27 AGNot, Arrendamiento, SAP, 04-03-1573. 
28 AGNot, Arrendamiento, TRP, 02-10-1574. 



Diego 
Rodríguez, 
labrador.29 

Ana de 
Nájera, 
widow. 

1577 3 years An estate of at 
least 130 
fanegas, 
Coyoacán. 

26 oxen, 3 
mules, 20 
mares, 8 
plowshares, 
1 slave. 

200 pesos 
de oro 
común. 

Antonio 
Pérez, 
labrador.30 

Don Martín 
Maldonado, 
indio 
gobernador 
de 
Tepozotlán. 

1578 3 years 3 caballerías 
de tierras plus 
ou moins, 
Nestlalpa[n]. 

None. 100 pesos 
de oro 
común. 

Pedro 
Rodríguez, 
labrador.31 

Antonio 
Freile, 
clérigo 
presbítero. 

1578 2 years An estate of at 
least 40 
fanegas, 
Azcapotzalco. 

4 plows, 4 
plowshares, 
other tools, 
10 oxen. 

80 fanegas 
of wheat.32 

Diego 
Tinoco.33  

Doña 
Francisca 
de Arellano, 
widow. 

1578 4 years 4 caballerías, 
Tepojaco 

1000 sheep, 
1 slave, 12 
plowshares, 
tools. 

1st year: 100 
fanegas of 
wheat, 130 
the 
following 
ones. 

Juan 
Beloso.34 

Diego 
Tinoco. 

1578 4 years 2 caballerías, 
Tepojaco. 

Tools, 10 
plows. 

130 fanegas 
of wheat. 

Andrés 
Merino de 
Meneses, 
labrador.35 

Don 
Hernando 
de Portugal, 
tesorero 
general, 
vecino.36 

1578 5 years Unkown, 
Tepojaco. 

2 slaves, 20 
oxen, 11 
plowshares, 
20 plows, 
12 yokes. 

1st year: 600 
pesos de 
oro común, 
500 the 
following 
ones + 1 
cáhiz of 
flour every 
month 
(between 72 
and 144 
fanegas of 
wheat 
yearly). 

 
29 AGNot, Arrendamiento, SAP, 19-10-1577. 
30 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 08-1578. 
31 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 21-11-1578. 
32 The contract also included half of the fruits and vegetables grown in the garden. 
33 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 06-09-1578 (fol. 350v-352r). 
34 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ALA, 06-09-1578 (fol. 352v-354v). 
35 AGNot, Concierto, ALA, 13-03-1578. 
36 On behalf of his wife and children. 



Salvador 
Jiménez & 
his wife Inés 
de 
Heredia.37 

Doña 
Francisca 
Mejía, 
widow of 
the Dr. 
Alonso de 
Oseguera, 
oidor de la 
Real 
Audiencia 

1579 2 years Unkown, 
Tenayuca.  

2 hoes, 4 
plows, 14 
oxen. 

80 fanegas 
of wheat 
and 20 of 
maize. 

Luis 
Gutierrez, 
labrador.38 

Ana de 
Nájera, 
widow. 

1580 3 years An estate of at 
least 130 
fanegas, 
Coyoacán. 

Oxen, 
mares, 1 
slave, plows 
and tools. 

300 pesos 
de oro 
común. 

Francisco 
Aguado, 
labrador.39 

Elvira Díaz, 
vecina, 
widow. 

1582 5 years 3 caballerías, 
unknown. 

None. 1st year : 
200 pesos 
de oro 
común a 8 
reales, 280 
the 
following 
ones. 

Cristóbal 
Ruiz.40  

Antonio de 
Saavedra.  

1586 4 years Unkown, 
Altos de 
Tacuba. 

Mares, 
oxen, tools. 

150 
pesos (?). 

Diego 
López 
Espárrago, 
labrador.41 

Juan 
Fernández 
Salvador, 
abogado de 
la real 
Hacienda, 
doctor, 
vecino. 

1590 4 years An estate of at 
least 170 
fanegas of 
wheat, 20 of 
barley & 1,5 
of maize, 
Tepozotlán & 
Coyotepec. 

40 oxen, 10 
veals, 40 
cows, 6000 
sheep, tools, 
40 mares, 1 
slave. 

830 pesos 
de oro 
común de a 
8 reales. 

Diego de 
San 
Román.42  

Don Diego 
de Guevara 

1590 2 years Unkown, 
Azcapotzalco 

Oxen, 24 
mares, 
donkeys, 1 
horse, tools, 
12 coas, 3 
hoes, 12 
sickles, 1 
axe. 

200 pesos 
de oro 
común. 

 
37 AGNot, Arrendamiento, GRA, 16-11-1579. 
38 AGNot, Arrendamiento, XUD, 20-06-1580. 
39  AGNot, Arrendamiento, FEG, 13-12-1582. 
40 AGNot, Arrendamiento, CUF, 14-03-1586. 
41 AGNot, Arrendamiento, ROJ, 04-06-1590. 
42 AGNot, Arrendamiento, VIA, 10-10-1590. 



Juan de 
Morales 
Coronado.43 

Luis 
Ramírez 
Becerra, 
vecino (his 
father). 

1592 1 year Unkown, 
Coyoacán. 

Oxen and 
tools. 

80 pesos de 
oro común. 

Alonso 
Jiménez 
Baños y 
Alonso 
Jiménez.44 

Jerónimo de 
Tría, 
vecino. 

1593 2 years An estate of at 
least 150 
fanegas, 
Huehuetoca. 

20 bueyes, 
35 mares, 9 
plowshares, 
8 plows, 12 
yokes, 3 
axes, tools. 

300 pesos 
de oro 
común a 
ocho reales. 

Diego 
Adame, 
labrador.45 

Jerónimo 
Agustín, 
vecino. 

1594 1 year 1,5 caballería 
and 2 fields, 
Azcapotzalco. 
 

18 oxen, 4 
mares, 2 
donkeys, 6 
plows, 6 
plowshares, 
6 yokes, 
axes, 14 
sickles. 

250 pesos 
de oro 
común. 

Gaspar de 
Villa Mayor, 
labrador.46 

Convento 
de Santo 
Domingo 
[of Mexico 
City ?] 

1596 8 years An estate of at 
least 100 
fanegas, 
Guetitlan.  

80 mares, 
12 oxen. 

400 pesos. 

Luis Bernal, 
labrador.47 

Manuel de 
Amarilla, 
presbítero 

1599 4 years An estate of at 
least 170 
fanegas of 
wheat, 
nuestra Señor 
de los 
Remedios. 

50 oxen, 15 
mules, 14 
plowshares, 
18 sickles, 
tools, 8 
mares, 10 
yokes. 

550 pesos 
de oro 
común. 

 

 
43 AGNot, Arrendamiento, PEJ, 27-10-1592. 
44 AGNot, Arrendamiento, GRA, 17-04-1593. 
45 AGNot, Arrendamiento, MOA, 24-07-1594. 
46 AGNot, Arrendamiento, VIA, 27-10-1596. 
47 AGNot, Arrendamiento, VIA, 13-02-1599; Recibo, VIA, 24-03-1599. 


