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Up there and out of time?
Alps and challenged modernities in the history of European anthropology

Gabriele Orlandi
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The Alps, an European mountainous range...
.. Or « the rest of the West » 7
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HIDDEN
FRONTIER

— i DO

el

Ecology and Ethnicity in an Alpine Valley

JOHN W. COLE and
ERIC R. WOLF

WITH A NEW INTRODUCTION

La vie quotidienne d'une communanté
paysanne savoyarde au début du siécle

PRESENTATION DE FRANCIS TRACQ

(1922 [1972])

(1974)



- conjugating community studies (fieldwork
research) with world history, looking for large
scale connections, cultural variations, and
political and economic explanations

- identifying the post-WW!II period as a turning
point (from mountain farming to tourism)

- an anti-modern, critical stance underpinning
the anthropology of the Alps and studies in
folklore at the end of 20th century

JARO STACUL

The Bounded
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On peasants and experts in the Western Alps (1897-1930)

Travelling  Chairs  for
Agriculture (TCAS)

- peripatetic institutions
embodying positivist
thinking

- transferring knowledge
to the local peasantry

- inscribing modernity in
local epistemologies and
practices.
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How to decolonise the anthropologies and ethnologies of the Alps?

- Far for being a consistent and juggernaut process, Alpine modernization
was mostly the result of heterogeneous and complementary societal rooted
into a wider, European debates on science, politics, and environment.

- epistemic movements and technical connections reliing the Alps and the
lowlands can help us in decolonising the histories and the anthropologies of
the Alps?

- deconstructing narratives on continuity and change, on remoteness and
cultural uniformity, that sustain Alpine otherness and Alpine anthropology...
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« Challenging the ruptured landscape of (..) autonomous cultures raises
the question of understanding social change and cultural
transformation as situated within Iinterconnected spaces. The
presumption that spaces are autonomous has enabled the power of
topography to conceal successfully the topography of power. The
iInherently fragmented space assumed in the definition of anthropology
as the study of cultures (in the plural) may have been one of the reasons

behind the long-standing failure to write anthropology's history as the
biography of imperialism. For if one begins with the premise that spaces
have always been hierarchically interconnected, instead of naturally
disconnected, then cultural and social change becomes not a matter of
cultural contact and articulation but one of rethinking difference
through connection » (Gupta & Ferguson 1992: 8)
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Rethinking Alpine modernisation

- unfolding linear perspectives in the history of agrarian change in the Alps

- transcending domination/resistance and centre/periphery perspectives, for
considering disoriented histories, passed futures-to-be, translations and
Interconnections that sustained “large-scale” projects of modernity

- A discrete locality within a system of hierarchically — both from a political and
an epistemic point of view — organised spaces, Alps can be considered as one
of the places in which plural and complementary forms of modernisation
were conceived and fashioned.




Bibliographical references (I/11)

Braudel, Fernand. 1949. La Mediterranee et le monde mediterraneen a
l'epoque de Philippe Il. Paris: Colin.

Burger, Tim. 2023. “On the Poverty of Grand Theories. An Interview with the
Authors of ‘Gens”: Laura Bear, Karen Ho, Anna Tsing, and Sylvia Yanagisako.”
Boasblogs (blog). May 9, 2023.

Burns, Robert K. 196l. “The Ecological Basis of French Alpine Peasant

Communities in the Dauphine.” Anthropological Quarterly 34 (1): 19-35.

Cole, John W, and Eric R. Wolf. 1974. The Hidden Frontier: Ecology and
Ethnicity in a Alpine Valley. New York; London: Academic Press.

Comaroff, Jean, and John L. Comaroff, eds. 1993. Modernity and Its
Malcontents: Ritual and Power in Postcolonial Africa. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press.

De Vito, Christian G. 2015. “Verso una microstoria translocale (Micro-Spatial
History)." Quaderni Storici, no. 3: 815-833.




Bibliographical references (l1/11)
Descola, Philippe. 2005. Par-Dela Nature et Culture. Paris: Gallimard.

Fureix, Emmanuel, and Francgois Jarrige. 2015. La modernite désenchantee:
Relire 'histoire du XIXe siecle francais. Paris: La Découverte.

Gupta, Akhil, and James Ferguson. 1992. “Beyond ‘Culture’: Space, Identity,
and the Politics of Difference.” Cultural Anthropology 7 (1): 6-23.

Sahlins, Marshall. 2000. “On the Anthropology of Modernity, or, Some
Triumphs of Culture over Despondency Theory." In Culture and Sustainable
Development in the Pacific, 44—61. Asia Pacific Press.

Viazzo, Pier Paolo. 1989. Upland Communities: Environment, Population
and Social Structure in the Alps since the Sixteenth Century. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press.

Walter, Francois. 2005. “La montagne alpine: un dispositif esthétique et
idéologique a l'échelle de ['Europe.” Revue d'histoire moderne &
contemporaine 52-2 (2). 64-87.




Thanks for your attention!

gabriele.orlandi@unive.it



mailto:gabriele.orlandi@unive.it

	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12

