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THE DIGITAL HUMANITIES 

PRODUCE A LOT OF RESEARCH 
SOFTWARE



eScriptorium
- open source web application

- dev. by eScripta, part of SCRIPTA-PSL since 
2019

- handwritten text recognition

- coupled with Kraken, dev. by Ben Kiessling 
since 2015

- https://gitlab.com/scripta/escriptorium 
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eScriptorium:

- is an expert software 

= lots of functionalities

= steep learning curve

- had no centralized and extensive 
documentation

We wanted to remediate this situation.
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the situation

developper-
oriented 
doc. with 

the source 
code

various 
tutorials in 

several 
languages 
but often 
outdated

Gitter 
channel / 

information 
exchange 
platforms

short videos 
showcasing 
features on 
eScripta’s 

blog

hands-on 
workshops
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modularity

-

lightweight markup

-

transparency

- criteria:
- easy to maintain and update
- open to external 

contributions
- must support multilingualism

GOAL: create a documentation website capable of becoming the main 
documentation for eScriptorium
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⇒ continuous documentation & READTHEDOCS & GitHub



FAQ.md export.md
administrators.md import.md
annotate.md quick-start.md
api.md predict.md
collaborate.md shortcuts.md
contribute.md …



- it’s not 100% robust against obsolescence & may have blind spots

- so is it trustworthy?

- yes, thanks to transparency and openness to collaborations

- multilingualism has yet to be achieved

- it’s possible to contribute to open source software dev. with documentation

- a documentation increases accessibility and can create a broader audience

- the collaborative nature of the documentation can attract new contributors

points of discussion

8



C
O

N
C

LU
SI

O
N

- it’s possible to contribute to open source software with 
something else than code

- we shared our vision of an efficient collaborative 
documentation project

- we’d be happy to find volunteers to make it multilingual!
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thank you!

and many thanks to those who already contributed:
- Jennifer Carrow
- Stefan Weil


