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1. Legislative and policy frameworks 
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Circular No. 2006-137 

• Parents' role in schools

• Parents are part of the 
educational community, 
with rights such as 
participation in school 
councils and class 
meetings (Article L. 
111-4 of the Education 
Code )

The Ministry of National 
Education's brochure 

from 2011 

• The importance of co-
education

• It highlights that when 
schools and families 
work closely together in 
educating children, it 
leads to their well-being 
and academic 
achievement.

Law No. 2013-595 of July 
8, 2013

• A positive relationship 
between schools and 
parents, 

• increased parental 
involvement in 
education to ensure the 
success of all children.



2. Current context 

2.1. The issue of absenteeism today
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Absenteeism is "a widespread problem around the world [which] has short- and
long-term negative consequences for young people (repetition, dropping out of
school, being taken into care by the justice system). Disadvantaged young people
are at greater risk of school absenteeism“. (UNESCO Global Education Monitoring
Report, 2017).

In schools, absenteeism 
means students missing 

class often
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absenteeism

challenge 
both 

educators 
and 

policymakers

affect the 
whole class

poor 
academic 

performance

higher 
dropout rates

social issues.

disrupt 
learning for 

students 

2. Current context 

2.1. The issue of 

absenteeism 

today



Proposed 
initiatives

reciprocal 
knowledge 
exchange 
networks 

(RERS) 1970 

parent-run 
nurseries in 
the 1980s

Listening, 
Support, and 

Parental 
Guidance 
Networks 

(REAAP) 1997 

"Opening 
Schools to 
Parents for 
Children's 
Success" 
(OEPRE)  

2008

educational 
cities 

launched in 
2019

2.2. The institutional context: parental involvement in schools 
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"The term "co-education" refers to parent-professional relationships 
relating to the education of children, and it refers to the various extra-
family environments, such as nurseries, schools, educational and 
therapeutic places, childcare facilities, etc.“ (Asdih, 2017)

In our research

In our research, we focus on this collaboration between schools and 
families. It's all about parents and teachers working together to help 
students succeed academically (Asdih, 2017).

3. Co-education



What does the government say ?
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What does the research say?

The Open Classroom Scheme promotes : 

A possibility that 
allows parents to 
understand how 

the school works.

An interesting 
and constructive 

way to visit.

An effective way 
to initiate school-
family dialogue.

An action that 
promotes the 

involvement of 
parents

The Open classroom initiative creates a space where parents 
and teachers develop and share genuinely common concerns. 

During the open classroom activities, parents and teachers not only exchange 
respective information, but also have the opportunity to realize that they have 

challenges to face together. 

3. Co-education : open classroom system



“The collaborative approach

presupposes a process of co-

construction between the partners

involved; it plays on two registers at

once, namely that of knowledge

production and that of the professional

development of practitioners“.

(Desgagné, 1997, p.371).
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4. The collaborative approach 
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Addressing 
absenteeism 

Willingness to work 
with parents 

Collaboration between 
ATD Quart Monde, 
researchers, teachers 

and Educational 
supervisor

Implementation of 
ATD Quart Monde 

"cross-fertilization of 
knowledge" system 

Co-construction of 
measures to improve 

school-family 
relations
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How the implementation of the

"open classroom" initiative

impacts enhances parent-teacher

cooperation in kindergarten

education, particularly in

Priority Education Areas (PEA)

in France.

Problematic



➢ We conducted an exploratory study at a kindergarten school in a big city of

the south of France.

Number of students 120

6 classes: 3 GS and 3 PS/MS

The staff comprised one principal, six regular teachers. 

5. Methodology : 
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“Open classroom" scheme To reduce absenteeism at this school and 

improve the school-family relationship, 
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MS / GS

• October 2 to 13 
(2023)

• 41 interviews 

PS

• January 15 to 
January 19 
(2024)

• 6 interviews

Teachers

• October 20 2023

• 8 interviews

Parents

Visiting schedule



1) Understand teachers’ teaching methods

Parent Satisfaction
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« Ca fait plaisir de le voir travailler et voir l'éducation de nos 

enfants, les profs et leurs méthodes de travail. » (Parent 22). 



2) See their child's progress
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Parent Satisfaction

« Bah...il avait beaucoup de problèmes et il avait progressé,

et....travaillé... » (Parent 29) 
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. 

3) Strengthen communication with teachers

Parent Satisfaction

« Alors on va dire peut-être 9 puisqu’il y a des trucs qu’on dit pas trop. » 

(Parent 6)



3) Strengthen communication with teachers
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Parent Satisfaction

« Oui, bien sûr, j'en ai déjà parlé l'année dernière, mes problèmes 

personnels, avec mes enfants vraiment je suis très à l'aise, elle est très à 

l'écoute et très compréhensif. 10 sur 10 » (Parent 12)



Parent reassured
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« Ah 10 ! Je suis rassurée. Là, j'ai vu comment ça se passe et je suis 

rassurée.». (Parent 27 )

« Jamais rassuré si l’enfant tombe, se fait du mal… » (Parent 3 bis)
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Graph. 4 Parental Feedback: High Rate of 

Participation in Classroom Observation

44

3

Repeat the experience

Don't want to repeat the experience « Ça serait bien de le refaire, mais quand je 

vois mon fils comme ça... ça vaut pas la 

peine de revenir si je vais voir mon fils 

comme ça. » (Parent 9)

« J'aime bien voir comment ça se passe, les 

activités qu'ils font. Je suis curieuse de 

savoir ce qu'il fait à l'école parce que c'est 

vrai que quand on laisse les enfants. Que là 

on est là, on voit ce qu'ils font. Et je trouve 

ça chouette. » (Parent 2)

Parent Repeat the experience



1. Sharing the daily life of the classroom

Teachers' perceptions
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« On essaie de faire une classe ordinaire comme d’habitude donc 

finalement on fait presque comme si ils étaient pas là pour que la 

classe soit comme d’habitude et qu’ils voient une classe comme 

d’habitude » (Teacher 2) 



2. Showing students' progress 
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« C’est surtout sur leur enfant. Pas forcément sur le fonctionnement 

de la classe, le travail mais voilà c’était j’ai vu mon enfant qui faisait 

ça est ce qu’il est toujours comme ça est ce qu’il travaille est ce que 

ça se passe bien est ce qu’il écoute est ce qu’il obéit » (Teacher 4)

« Ca parlait plus de leur enfant du niveau de l’enfant par rapport à 

ça. Là il fait ça est ce que c’est comme les autres chaque fois on 

revenait un peu sur leur enfant que sur la séance. Tous les progrès 

qu’ils avaient fait » (Teacher 1)

Teachers' perceptions



3. Engage parents in their children's learning
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« J’ai une maman euh qui avait le CAP petite enfance donc elle m’a 

aidé un peu à faire des activités avec les enfants. Il y a des parents 

qui s’intègrent vraiment bien dans la classe je pense que ça c’est 

positif quand même pour tout le monde. Même pour les enfants qui 

voient qu’il y a un lien » (Teacher 1)

Teachers' perceptions
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« Moi j’ai essayé pendant l’atelier de leur expliquer ce qu’on faisait » 

(Teacher 3)

Teachers' perceptions

4. explain the activities carried out and their purpose.



Organization of class visits
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Well planned, with a board at the entrance to the class.

Most parents were willing to sign up

There were cases where parents forgot, cancelled or postponed
their coming to class, which was a bit difficult to deal with.



Discussion

24

Our research emphasizes how classroom observation can make specific
educational elements more understandable for parents, ultimately
promoting student success.

Facilitates parental 
understanding of 
school operations and 
initiates dialogue 
between schools and 
families

Institutional A platform for parents 
and teachers to 
collaborate on 
common concerns and 
support students' 
progress.

Research



Teacher training 
programmes in 

France and 
other countries

Practical 
ideas

Open the 
classroom

Reinforcing 
the 

relationship

Guide 
discussions

Conclusion 
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