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FRANCE AND MALTA IN THE EARLY MODERN PERIOD

RELATIONS BETWEEN
DE LA MEDITERRANEE MODERNE ET CONTEMPORAINE (CMMC)

DR ANNE BROGINI, CENTRE
UNIVERSITE COTE D'AZUR (UCA)

pefore the 16th century, Malta was largely outside the Mediterranear} trade and
shipping routes of the Middle Ages (Bresc: 2004, 1?7—128) and har:I v1rtua¥ly no
relations with the Kingdom of France. The installation of the Hospitallers in Malta in
1530 created new links between Malta and France, thanks to the important role played
by the French Langues and the French Knights, whose number continued to grow in
fﬁ_e:ﬂrd_e-r and in the Convent from the end of the 16th century onwards. Maritime
%aﬂ;e-swas first used by the Hospitallers for the exclusive supply of their Convent, and
thus contributed to gradually link France to Malta through its main Mediterranean
port, Marseilles. The opening up of the island to corsairing, trade in goods and the

ption of slaves subsequently strengthened the links between France and

many merchants, corsairs and sailors established themselves on the island and
ed to the development and influence of the Maltese Grand Harbour in the
\ Mediterranean. Consular and diplomatic relations through the Order of Malta,
eral French Grand Masters in that period, completed the weaving of a solid
g relations between the island and France.

2 of the Order of St John
) France and Malta were mainly due to the presence of the Order
beginning, the Order of the Hospitallers of St John of Jerusalem,
e in 1113, was endowed with landed property, called
nd: 245-246). These commanderies corresponded to the
ni ' composed of properties
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