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Controversy: mobility as resource (capital) V.S. mobility as a constraint (injunction).

The thesis focuses on 50 low-income workers with a long commuting pattern.

40% of the poorest inhabitants.

Commuting time > 2 hours/day.

Comparison between the Metropolitan Region of Barcelona (Spain)

and the Aix-Marseille-Provence Metropolis (France).

Hypothesis: situations of highly constrained mobility practices are the result of complex

arbitrations that may vary over time.

Main objective: contribution to the debate mobility-resource V.S. mobility-constraint by adopting a

double perspective:

Transversal: what effects can highly restrained daily mobility practices have on the residential space?

Longitudinal: does the living space allow to explain the long commutes of these individuals? Does the sum of past spatial
practices make the adaptation to the constraints of the current residential space easier?

Positioning and Objectives of the Thesis
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A group representing
10% of workers in the
metropolis of Aix-
Marseille-Provence
and the Metropolitan
Region of Barcelona.
Source: EMD, 2009 and
EMQ, 2006.
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Some Demographic Characteristics of my Sample
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A Global Approach to Daily Mobility through 
an Inductive Methodology
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Transversal approach of the residential space

Longitudinal approach of the life space

Life span of an individual

The objective of the
biographical approach is to
understand the current
daily mobility practices as
part of one of the episodes
of human life. Indeed,
individual life histories
consist of a succession of
individual life events set
within a specific historical
and social time as well as a
specific territory.
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A Working Day of ID1’s week
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The Residential Space after One Week of Tracking
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The Residential Space depending on Temporality
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A semi-directive interview to give meaning to these geolocated data

Take into account tactics, strategies and individual projects to contextualize current
daily mobility practices and the current residential localization.

Retrieval of retrospective data through an adaptation of the AGEVEN file

A systematic collection of changes in the family, residential and professional
trajectories.

Contextualize daily mobility skills and practices through family, work and residential
changes.

An Interview in Two Steps
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Family and residential trajectory

Location of the relatives, evolution of
mobility practices and the evolution of
the residential space

Professional trajectory for
observing changes in the
commute to work and mobility
skills
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Why Is Long Commuting Another Dimension of Inequality 
Among the Poorest Workers?
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Results (1): The Long Journey to Work, an Indicator of 
Professional and Residential Limitations
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Professional constraints:

High unemployment forces individuals to take a job no matter where it is located;

Some professions usually populated by females such as cleaning ladies and caregivers require an
intense daily mobility even though their commuting time is not included as part of their billable
working hours;

The precariousness of jobs does not allow plans in a long term. An increase in residential and
professional changes were observed for young adults.

Residential constraints:

High real estate prices that favor the remoteness of areas where housing market is cheaper
(gentrification and suburbanization);

Strategies to avoid certain neighborhoods, especially in Marseille.

For the poorest, the residential choice depends on an apartment where a member of the family
resides, a social housing (finally) free or a landlord who trusts them (even without a deposit)
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Results (2): Spatiotemporal Inequalities
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In a transversal perspective, a difficult appropriation of time and space

Means of transport used by these individuals condition their activities and their behavior: hopping from
one activity to another (sending text, playing games on their phones, etc.)

An extreme organization is needed to combine their professional and familial activities.

In a longitudinal perspective, no evidence about the possibility to take advantage of the
mobility experiences from the past

A capital of mobility that has trouble crossing borders: the example of the driving license.

A capital of mobility that has trouble crossing the time: yesterday's skills do not always correspond to today's
needs: new constraints and new motives of movement will modify the abilities to move according to the life
cycle crossed.
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Results (3): Gender and Place of Birth, Key Variables to 
Understand Commuting Inequalities
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Gender Inequalities

More trip’s motives: children’s activities, “domestic tasks” outside of the place of residence,
etc.

Feeling insecure while commuting.

Ethnic Inequalities

58% of the workers of the sample were not born in the current country of residence and 74% of the
workers with a wage under €1,000/month were not born in the current country of residence. Similar
figures have been observed at the national level.
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Merci !

paolo.chevalier@enpc.fr

pchevalier@ced.uab.es

Paolo Chevalier
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At the European level

The European Working Conditions Survey -> Q36 - In total, how many minutes per
day do you usually spend travelling from home to work and back? (from 2000 to 2015)

At the national level

In the Spanish census, commuting time is asked as a discrete variable [0;10); [10.20);
[20;30); [30;45); [30;45); [45;60); [60;90); [90;∞)

In the French census, Origin-Destination Matrices are available at the municipality
level to estimate commuting time in France.

At the metropolitan level

In Barcelona, the EMQ was carried out in 2006. All the trips that were made the day
before were recorded. Few variables about working conditions and housing career

In Marseille, the EMD was carried out in 2009. All the trips that were made the day
before were recorded.

 Let’s create our own database!

Surveys Available to Study Daily Mobility
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Compte-rendu du terrain 
Aix-Marseille-Provence: 

1) Représentativité des PCS avec l’enquête EWCS ;
2) Un échantillon d’âge et de génération varié ;
3) Une représentation spatial « Marseille-centré ».
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Most efficient transport infrastructures in Barcelona than in Marseille.

The well-known 
star network of 
Marseille.
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Changes of itinerary for the same trip
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Le « réseau aérolaire » des femmes de ménage
pendant leurs heures de travail
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Age and Sex of the Poorest Commuters (1)
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Age and Sex of the Poorest Commuters (3)
(3)
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Job Occupation of the Poorest Commuters

Job occupation M F

Insufficient info: Production & specialised services managers 1 0

Professional with university degree 1 0

From nurse to physician 1 0

High-skill in ICT 1 0

Journalists to Artists 0 1

Clerk, Secretary 0 1

Office worker 1 2

Personal service workers 1 1

Sales assistant, Salespersons 2 1

Personal care workers in health services, teachers assistant 0 3

Protective services workers like Fireman, prison guards 1 0

Building construction workers 3 0

Building construction workers, Mechanic 3 0

Electrical and electronic trades workers 2 0

From butcher to Dressmakers or wood treaters 0 1

Cleaning workers 1 3

First sector labourer 1 0

Second sector labourer or  warehouse worker 1 0

Job occupation M F
Cleaning operative 1 12
Local government officer 2 1
Caretaker 0 4
Lawyer 0 1

Occupational training 6 1

Delivery driver 1 0
Cook 1 0
Removal man 1 0
Phd candidate 1 1
Social worker 0 1

Employee in community associations 1 3
Checkout assistant 0 1
Employee in a fast food 1 0
Building construction workers 1 0
Secretary 0 2
Waiter 1 0

Civil service 0 1
Archivist (trainee) 0 1

Electrical and electronic trades workers 1 0
Sales assistant 0 3
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Spatial Reversibility for the “Middle Class”

Remoteness is associated to 
negative comments about the 
city center: noise, covered with 
concrete, insecurity, dirty, etc.
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Spatial Reversibility for the “Working Class”

Residential location depends on 
social housing availability and 
the commute depends on 3 
fixed-term contracts of cleaner.

Reversibility then presents itself 
as a "palliative to uncertainty 
and a bulwark against flexibility 
and change" (Vincent-Geslin, 
Kaufmann, 2012).
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Residential Space and Life Space

Residential space is "the 
spatial configuration 
defined by all the places 
mobilized (frequented or 
not) at a given moment by 
an individual"(Dureau, 
1999, 2002).

For demographers, the
living space is "the set of
places with which an
individual is connected
during his life“ (Lelièvre,
Robette, 2010, p. 208).
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Inequalities in Marseille
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Definitions

Spatial Capital

• A "set of resources, accumulated by an 
actor, allowing him to take advantage, 
according to his strategy, of the use of 
the spatial dimension of society" (Lévy
and Lussault, 2003: 124).

• It has two dimensions: it is both a 
heritage of places and skills to make it 
profitable (Lévy and Lussault, 2003: 
125).

Motility, a Capital of Mobility
• Motility can be defined as the way in 

which an individual or group embraces the 
field of mobility and makes use of it. This 
can be broken down into three factors 
relating to accessibility (the conditions 
under which it is possible to use the offer 
in the broad sense), to the skills (which the 
use of this offer requires) and to the 
appropriation of these last two (the 
evaluation of possibilities). These three 
dimensions make a system, they co-
produce and can not be approached 
separately (Kaufmann et al., 2004).
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