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Abstract -- Introduction: Burning Mouth Syndrome (BMS) is defined by a burning sensation or intraoral dysesthesia
without obvious causal lesion. Despite the development of research, diagnostic aids for this syndrome are non-
existent and treatments are partially ineffective. Some studies have shown changes in salivary composition, viscosity
or flow in patients with BMS. The evaluation of the salivary biochemical characteristics of patients with BMS could
then help to better understand the pathogenesis of this disease. The objective of this meta-analysis is to perform a
qualitative and quantitative synthesis of the literature concerning the salivary biomarkers present in patients with
BMS in comparison to healthy subjects. Materials and methods: The PubMed, Web of Science and Cochrane
databases were searched to identify articles corresponding to the defined inclusion criteria. Review Manager 5.4.1
software was used to perform the quantitative analysis. Results: The quantitative analysis included 15 articles and
found a significant increase in salivary concentrations of cortisol and immunoglobulin A (IgA) with a standardized
mean difference SMD = 0.53 and a 95% confidence interval CI [0.33 to 0.74] and SMD = 0.32 to 95% CI [0.10 to 0.55]
respectively. For calcium and copper, the analysis found no significant difference in patients with BMS with SMD =
0.06 at 95% CI [–0.19 to 0.32] and SMD = -0.19 at 95% CI [–0.44 to 0.06]. Finally, for magnesium, the analysis found
a probable decrease with SMD = -0.29 at 95% CI [–0.52 to -0.06]. Four other biomarkers (potassium, alpha amylase,
zinc and total protein) showed too high levels of heterogeneity (I² > 44%) to be able to interpret the results with
confidence. Discussion: This strong heterogeneity can be explained by different saliva sampling methods or
biomarker measurement techniques that are not strictly identical between the studies. In addition, some saliva
samples may have undergone blood contamination which may bias the results. Conclusion: This meta-analysis
nevertheless confirms all the interest of focusing on salivary biomarkers in BMS patients; the measurement of cortisol
and/or salivary IgA could be a line of research for the establishment of a standardized biological assessment.
Nevertheless, the number of available studies being low and of variable methodological quality with a limited number
of patients, additional studies are necessary to give a firm and definitive conclusion.
Introduction

Burning Mouth Syndrome (BMS) is defined, by the
International Classification of Headaches [1], as a burning
sensation or intraoral dysesthesia, repeated daily for more than
two hours a day for more than three months, without obvious
causal lesion. It rather affects postmenopausal women with an
estimated prevalence of 14% in this population and a sex ratio
of 1 man to 7 women [2,3]. The pain is burnt type and the most
common symptoms are altered taste, dysesthesia or xerosto-
mia. This symptomatology most often concerns the anterior
two-thirds of the tongue. Thus, the quality of life of patients
with this syndrome is heavily degraded. Although the
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etiopathogenesis of burning mouth syndrome is not clearly
identified, BMS is favoured by several factors: local, systemic
and psychological [4].

Despite the development of research, the diagnostic means
are limited and treatments of this syndrome are not codified.
However, some studies have found changes in salivary
composition, viscosity or salivary flow in BMS patients
[5,6]. The evaluation of the salivary biochemical character-
istics of patients with BMS could then make it possible to
understand the pathogenesis of this disease and identification
of salivary biomarkers could open up new avenues of treatment.

Saliva is a biological fluid, easily accessible and non-
invasively, containing a set of biomolecules. It makes it
possible to take samples from a wide variety of populations:
children, people refractory to blood or urine samples. However,
ttribution License (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0), which permits
medium, provided the original work is properly cited.
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this biological fluid has some disadvantages that need to be
mastered to ensure the reliability of the samples, their quality
and their reproducibility. Indeed, its composition varies
according to the time of day, hygiene, taking drugs, ...

Although it is composed mainly of water, saliva also
contains distinguishable components or biomarkers: namely
organic and inorganic elements. These are the concentrations
of these biomarkers that we compared in the saliva of BMS
patients compared to healthy subjects.

The objective of this work is therefore to carry out a
qualitative and quantitative synthesis of the literature
concerning salivary biomarkers present in patients with
burning mouth syndrome compared to healthy subjects.

Material and methods
Search strategy

We conducted a systematic review and a meta-analysis
according to the Preferred Reporting items for Systematic
Reviews and Meta-Analyses Protocols (PRISMA) statement. The
proposed systematic review was registered in PROSPERO under
registration number CRD42023403447.

A bibliographic research was conducted in the following
databases: PubMed, Web of Science and The Cochrane Library.
The following keywords were used for the search strategy:
biomarker, saliva, burning mouth syndrome.

All reference lists of previously selected studies were
manually reviewed to identify articles on salivary biomarker
concentration in patients with burning mouth syndrome
compared to a cohort of healthy subjects. Two examiners
carried out the bibliographic search in parallel and compared
the selected articles.

The search included literature published prior to September
2022.

Selection of studies and eligibility of criteria
*
 Inclusion criteria

All types of articles published in English or French that
examined salivary biomarker concentrations in patients with
burning mouth syndrome compared to healthy subjects were
included.

The diagnostic criteria for burning mouth syndrome were
established, for each patient, on the basis of the following
clinical results: present symptoms of continuous oral burns, for
at least two hours a day and this for more than three months.
*
 Exclusion criteria

The following were excluded:

–
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Studies carried out in animals or in humans in vitro.

–
 Studies in which salivary biomarkers have not been
performed in both healthy patients and patients with
burning mouth syndrome.
–
 Studies published in a language other than English and
French.
–
 Studies where diagnostic criteria for burning mouth
syndrome are not explained.
–
 Studies with application of an ongoing treatment.

–
 Studies whose results have not been published or where full
texts are not available.

The factors that have been excluded are:

–
 Objectivable oral lesion(s).
Blood-abnormalities that can explain the symptoms (vitamin
B12 deficiency, folate, iron, ...).
–
 Oral pain that can be attributed to other pathologies (oral
lichen, candidiasis, gastroesophageal reflux, ...).
–
 Known renal or hepatic cancers or dysfunctions.

–
 Oral pain other than burning mouth syndrome such as
Sjögren’s syndrome or latent infection.
–
 Treatments that can interfere with the study and induce a
xerostomia: antihistamines, anti-depressants, anti-hyper-
tensives, ...

Data collection

The studies identified during the electronic search stages
were listed in a summary table specifying for each article: the
name of the lead author, the year of publication, the title,
the type and design of the study, the type of quantification, the
number of BMS patients and healthy subjects, and the age of
the patients and healthy subjects.

After this identification phase, a flowchart was drawn
up graphically representing the study selection process.
Risk of bias in the evaluation

Case selection was considered adequate when patients were
representative of the defined pathology, i.e. burning mouth
syndrome.

The selection of controls was appropriate when they were
sampled from the same population as the cases. Comparability
between cases and controls was assessed by sex and age.
Group definition

In case–control studies, comparisons were divided into two
categories: the concentration of the biomarker found in healthy
people and the concentration of the biomarker found in
patients with burning mouth syndrome. Healthy subjects had to
be free of clinical signs of BMS and not have significant
systemic pathology (cancer, Biermer’s anemia, ...) or treatment
that could interfere with the study (immunosuppressive
treatment, anti-inflammatory, ...).

According to the articles, the determination of salivary
biomarkers was performed in stimulated or unstimulated saliva
and in total or specific gland saliva.



Ar�cles analyzed a�er reading the �tle 
and abstract

N = 78

Studies included in the qualita�ve 
analysis
N = 29

Studies included in the quan�ta�ve 
analysis
N = 15

Ar�cles iden�fied from databases
N = 91

PubMed N=90, Cochrane N=0, Web of Science N=1

Fig. 1. Flowchart representing the bibliographic selection strategy
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Quantitative analysis

Quantitative data on salivary biomarker assays from BMS
and control patients were extracted to calculate, for each study,
the standardized mean difference (SMD) and the 95%
confidence interval (95% CI). All data were reported in
summary tables. Statistical measurements were performed with
Review Manager 5.4.1 software.

Standardized mean difference (SMD) is used as a statistical
tool in meta-analysis when all selected studies assess the same
outcome but measure it in different ways. In these circum-
stances, it is necessary to standardize the results of the studies
on a uniform scale before they can be grouped. The
standardized mean difference expresses the size of the
intervention effect in each study compared to the variability
observed in that study.

SMD = difference inmeanscore between groups
the standard deviation of the results between the participants :

Thus, studies for which the difference in mean between
groups is the same proportion as the standard deviation
between participants, will have the same SMD, regardless of the
actual scales used to perform the measurements.

Necessarily, the studies selected for a systematic review of
the literature will not be perfectly identical and all forms of
variability within these studies will be grouped under the
generic term heterogeneity. Clinical variability consists of
differences observed within the recruited population, the
nature of the intervention performed, or outcomes. Methodo-
logical variability concerns the risk of bias and the design of
each study. The variability in effect measurement across studies
is the result of the sum of clinical and methodological
variability and can be quantified by measuring statistical
heterogeneity.

The Chi2 test, proposed by Review Manager, assesses
whether the observed difference between studies is due to
hazard alone. A low p or high Chi2 value indicates
heterogeneity in estimating the effect of an intervention.
The interpretation of these figures should be cautious as it is
highly dependent on the number of studies selected and the
sample size of each. Studies with a small number of subjects or
a small number of studies expose heterogeneity to under
screening. Therefore, while a statistically significant result
may indicate a problem of heterogeneity, a non-significant
result should not be considered evidence of the absence of
heterogeneity. This is also the reason why a P-value of 0.10 is
sometimes used rather than the conventional level of 0.05 to
determine statistical significance.

Thus, another method, the measurement of inconsistency,
was developed to measure, not the existence of heterogeneity,
but its impact on the result of the meta-analysis.

I2 ¼ Q� df

Q

� �
� 100%:
Q = Chi2 test result and df = number of degrees of freedom of
Chi2, I2 represents the percentage of variability in the measure
of effect due to heterogeneity rather than sampling fluctua-
tions.

The value of I2, according to the Cochrane Handbook for
Systematic Review, is interpreted as follows:

–
 0% to 40%: Low heterogeneity.

–
 30% to 60%: Moderately significant heterogeneity.

–
 50% to 90%: Heterogeneity to be considered.

–
 75% to 100%: Very high heterogeneity.

Results
Study selection and characteristics

In total, the search equation led to an initial selection of 91
articles, 78 of which were eligible after reading the title and
abstract. After complete reading of the articles, 29 articles were
included in the qualitative analysis and 15 in the quantitative
analysis. The selection of studies is represented in the
flowchart (Fig. 1).

All characteristics of the 29 studies included in the
qualitative analysis were grouped in a table format (Tab. I). It
brings together studies of salivary biomarkers in BMS patients
compared to healthy controls. Not all of these studies were
included in the quantitative analysis and 15 articles were used
to conduct a meta-analysis. All the results of the quantitative
analysis of the 15 studies were grouped in tabular form
(Tab. II).
Description of studies eligible for quantitative analysis

The 15 papers selected for quantitative analysis enrolled a
population of 620 patients and 474 healthy subjects. Two
articles were cross-sectional studies [7,8] and the remainder
were case-control studies. Six studies included only women
3



Table I. Summary of study characteristics and assessment of risk of bias of studies.

Study characteristics Studies n (%) Assessment of bias Studies n (%)

Year of publication Selection Adequate
<2005 3 (10%) Definition of cases 26 (90%)
2005–2010 11 (38%) Selection of cases 26 (90%)
2011–2014 4 (13%) Definition of controls 25 (86%)
≥2015 11 (38%) Selection of controls 25 (86%)
Study design Comparabiliy
Control cases 25 (86%) In age and sex 23 (79%)
Cross sectional study 4 (14%) Other factors 13 (44%)

Types of cases Measures
BMS 29 (100%) Description of measures 29 (100%)
Types of healthy subjects Validation of the technique 29 (100%)
Healthy 29 (100%)
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[6,9–12]. Age intervals were given by De Moura et al. [13] (BMS
and control: 45–84 years). No information on patient age or
controls was given in Acharya et al. [11].

Aitken et al., Amenabar et al., Kim et al. and Nosratzehi
et al. [9,10,14,15] transcribed salivary cortisol concentrations.
Alpha amylase was identified in five papers [6,7,9,10,16],
calcium in three [8,13,17], copper in three [8,17,18],
magnesium in four [8,13,17,18]; but also potassium in three
[8,13,16], zinc in three [8,17,18], immunoglobulin A in four
[6,7,11,16], and finally total proteins in five [11,13,16,19,20].

In the majority of studies, quantification of salivary
compounds was performed by the enzyme-linked immunosor-
bent assay ELISA.

According to studies, the clinical diagnosis of burning
mouth syndrome has been defined in different ways. In many
cases, an inspection of the mucous membranes is carried out as
well as a medical anamnesis: burning sensation for more than
6 months, blood examination, exclusion of pathology that may
induce oral symptoms [7,8,10,19].
Analysis of risk of bias in studies
Power bias

The numbers of each population in the different studies are
never very large and range from 8 to 180 subjects per patient
group. Most studies suggest using larger numbers.

Sampling bias

Based on available population descriptions, all fifteen
studies recruited cases and controls from the same population.

Most salivary biomarker studies applied adequate diagnos-
tic criteria.

Sampling and measurement methods were adequate and
described in all studies.
4

The main technique for analysing the concentration of
salivary biomarkers was done with the ELISA test in almost all
studies.

Heterogeneity bias

The main bias of our study is represented by the
heterogeneity of the samples that were carried out differently:
technique, type and level of saliva stimulation. We therefore
chose to analyse the normalized mean difference (SMD) rather
than the relative risk (RR), in order to correct this bias. We also
ensure consistency in the fifteen final studies selected with
regard to study populations and inclusion/exclusion criteria.

Quantitative analysis

We conducted several rounds of benchmarking analysis. The
results of each analysis (SMD, 95% CI) are presented using
Review Manager 5.4.1.

The units of the biomarkers concerned were standardized
after being collected from healthy subjects and BMS patients

–
 In IU/mL for alpha amylase.

–
 In ng/mL for cortisol.

–
 In mg/dL for calcium, magnesium, immunoglobulin A, total
proteins.
–
 In ug/L for copper, zinc.

–
 In mg/L for potassium.

Seventy-four compounds were identified in saliva (Tab. III).
Biomarkers that appear in more than two studies are: alpha
amylase, cortisol, calcium, magnesium, immunoglobulin A,
total protein, copper, zinc and potassium. Shigeyama et al. and
de Souza et al. did not give mean and standard deviation values
for cortisol [24,29]. Glick et al. does not give a value for
calcium [31]. Henkin et al., Borelli et al. and Hershkovitch et al.
do not indicate the standard deviation but the SEM [16,17,19].
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For calcium, statistical analysis gives us a SMD = 0.06 CI
[�0.19 to 0.32]. Saliva calcium concentrations in BMS patients
were unchanged compared to healthy subjects (P > 0.05). The
very low heterogeneity found (I2 = 0%) confirms the result,
which we can confirm for sure (Fig. 2A).

For magnesium, statistical analysis gives us a SMD =�0.29
[�0.52 to �0.06]. Magnesium concentrations in saliva in BMS
patients were decreased compared to healthy subjects
(P < 0.05). The low heterogeneity found (I2 = 37%) confirms
the result. This decrease in salivary magnesium in BMS patients
compared to controls is a statistically relevant (Fig. 2B).

Forcortisol, statistical analysis givesus a SMD= 0.53 [0.33 to
0.74]. Saliva cortisol concentrations in BMS patients were
increased compared to healthy subjects (P< 0.05). The very low
heterogeneity found (I2 = 0%) confirms the result. This increase
in salivary cortisol in BMS patients compared to controls is a
statistical data that we can say almost certainly (Fig. 2C).

For potassium, statistical analysis gives us a SMD = 0.06
[�0.17 to 0.30]. Saliva potassium concentrations in BMS
patients were unchanged compared to healthy subjects
(P < 0.05). The considerable heterogeneity found (I2=62%)
does not allow us to give a sure conclusion (Fig. 2D).

For amylase, statistical analysis gives us a SMD = 0.67 [0.47
to 0.87]. Concentrations of alpha amylase in saliva in BMS
patients were increased compared to healthy subjects
(P < 0.05). The considerable heterogeneity found (I2 = 59%)
does not allow us to give a certain conclusion (Fig. 2E).

For zinc, statistical analysis gives us a SMD = 0.13 [�0.12
to 0.38]. Saliva zinc concentrations in BMS patients were
unchanged compared to healthy subjects (P > 0.05). The
significant heterogeneity found (I2 = 44%) does not allow us to
give a sure conclusion (Fig. 2F).

For immunoglobulin A, statistical analysis gives us
a SMD = 0.32 [0.10 to 0.55]. Concentrations of immunoglobulin
A in saliva in BMS patients were increased compared to healthy
subjects (P < 0.05). The very low heterogeneity found
(I2 = 0%) confirms the result. This increase in salivary
immunoglobulin A in BMS patients compared to controls is
a statistical data that we can say almost certainly (Fig. 2G).

For total proteins, statistical analysis gives us a SMD = 0.29
[0.09 to 0.50]. Total protein concentrations in saliva in BMS
patients were increased compared to healthy subjects
(P < 0.05). The considerable heterogeneity found (I2 = 65%)
does not allow us to give a sure conclusion (Fig. 2H).

For copper, statistical analysis gives us a SMD =�0.19
[�0.44 to 0.06]. Copper concentrations in saliva in BMS
patients were unchanged compared to healthy subjects
(P > 0.05). The very small heterogeneity found (I2 = 0%)
confirms the result, which we can say with certainty (Fig. 2I).
Discussion

This systematic review and meta-analysis included papers
that analysed salivary concentrations of different biomarkers in
patients with burning mouth syndrome, comparing their results



Table III. Summary of salivary biomarker measurements in BMS patients.

Studies N= BMS

Neurotransmitters
Glutamatergic system
Glucose 1 = [13]

Serotonergic system
Tryptase 1 ↑ [19]

Neuropeptides
Endogenous opioids
Opiorphin 2 UWS ↑ [21], SWS = [21], = [22]

Tachykines
Substance P 2 ↓ [19], = [12]

Neurokinin A 1 = [12]

Other neuropeptides
Calcitonin gene-related peptide (CGRP) 2 = [12], = [23]

Neurotrophins
Brain-derives neurotrophic factor 1 = [24]

Nerve growth factor (NGF) 2 = [24], ↑ [19]

Enzymes
Alpha-amylase 5 ↑ [6], ↑ [9], ↑ [10], ↑ [16], ↑ [7]

Alpha-enolase 1 ↑ [25]

Cathepsin G 1 = [25]

Lysozyme 1 ↑ [16]

Myeloperoxydase 1 = [19]

Cytokines
Tumor necrosis factor alpha 2 ↓ [24], = [20]

EGF 1 = [11]

VEGF 1 = [11]

Interleukin 2 2 ↑ [26], = [18]

Interleukin 6 4 ↑ [24], = [20], ↑ [26], = [18]

Interleukin 8 3 ↑ UWS [27], = [20], = [11]

Interleukin 10 1 = [24]

Interleukin 1 1 = [20]

Macrophage Inflammatory
Protein-4 (MIP4)

1 ↑ [7]

Interleukin 18 1 ↑ [25]

Steroid hormones
17-Estradiol 2 = UWS, ↑ SWS [10], ↓ [28]

Cortisol 6 = [9], ↑ [15], = [24], ↑ UWS SWS [10], ↑ [14], ↑ [29]

DHEAs 3 = [10], ↓ morning = night [30], = [28]

Progesteron 2 = [10], = [28]

Metallic ions
Aluminium 1 = [8]

Boron 1 = [8]

Calcium 4 = [8], = [13], = [17], = [31]

Chlorine 1 ↑ [13]

Copper 3 = [8], = [18], = [17]

Iron 2 = [8], = [13]

Magnesium 5 = [8], = [13], ↓ [18], = [17], = [31]

Manganese 1 = [8]

Phosphorus 3 = [8], ↑ [13], ↑ [31]
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Table III. (continued).

Studies N= BMS

Potassium 4 = [8], ↑ [13], = [16], ↑ [31]

Sulfur 1 = [8]

Zinc 3 = [8], = [18], = [17]

Sodium 3 = [8], ↑ [16], = [31]

Cadmium 1 = [8]

Chromium 1 = [8]

Arsenic 1 = [8]

Beryllium 1 = [8]

Bismuth 1 = [8]

Cobalt 1 = [8]

Lithium 1 = [8]

Molybdenum 1 = [8]

Antimony 1 = [8]

Selenium 1 = [8]

Strontium 1 = [8]

Titanium 1 = [8]

Thallium 1 = [8]

Vanadium 1 = [8]

Nickel 1 = [8]

Lead 1 = [8]

Others
Uric acid 3 ↓ [7], = [13], = [16]

Albumin 1 ↑ [16]

Calprotectin 1 = [19]

Chondroitin Sulfate 1 ↓ [32]

Chromogranin A 1 ↑ [29]

Immunoglobulin A 4 ↑ [7], = [6], = [11], ↑ [16]

Immunoglobulin G 1 ↑ [16]

Immunoglobulin M 1 ↑ [16]

Kallikrein 2 ↑ [25], ↑ [32]

Nitric products (NO) 1 = [33]

Thiocyanate 1 = [13]

Total protein 7 = [13], = [20], = [11], = [19], ↑ [16], ↓
SWS woman and = man [34], ↑ [31]

ROS 1 ↓ [33]

Nitrite 1 = [33]

Nitrate 1 = [33]

IFN-g 1 ↑ UWS [27]

Neutrophil myeloperoxidase MPO 1 = [19]

Sialic acid 1 = SWS [34]

Biochemical compounds found in the literature in BMS patients compared to control patients. ↑ means significantly increased concentration,
↓ means significantly decreased concentration, =means similar concentrations, UWS stands for unstimulated saliva, SWS stands for stimulated
saliva. 1Article number (see bibliography).
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to a control group. A total of 620 patients were studied. The
prevalence of the disease in women, especially after
menopause, is indicated by several studies [35–37]. And
identifying biomarkers whose salivary concentration is changed
during the presence of the syndrome could facilitate the
diagnosis of this pathology.

There is already a systematic review and meta-analysis in
the literature. However, this one found only 54 different
biomarkers against 74 for ours. Moreover, in this study, only 3
biomarkers (cortisol, a-amylase, and dehydroepiandrosterone)
were found in 3 or more studies whereas there are 9 biomarkers
in ours.

For BMS patients, the meta-analysis does not find any
difference in variations in the concentration of calcium or
copper, but an increase in cortisol and immunoglobulin A,
which can be confirmed formally. Cortisol is a glucocorticoid
secreted by the adrenal gland and it is a biomarker associated
with stress. This meta-analysis found higher levels of this
salivary biomarker in BMS patients. It is in agreement with
previous studies that reflect how anxiety, depression, and
stress levels are frequently associated with BMS [7]. So, it
would be interesting to evaluate whether therapies for BMS
reduce cortisol levels in these patients, as the determination of
cortisol in saliva could be a reliable biomarker to evaluate the
response to treatment.

IgA is a salivary glycoprotein with immunological function
that acts as a defense against pathogens. This meta-analysis
found higher levels of this salivary biomarker in BMS patients.
It is not in agreement with the theory that this first line of
defense is altered in BMS patients, as other studies had
hypothesized [6].

For magnesium we find a decrease in its salivary
concentrations in BMS patients in a relevant way.

For zinc and potassium, we do not observe any difference in
concentration with statistical results which do not confirm this.

For alpha amylase and total proteins, we find an increase in
their concentrations but without relevant statistical results.

We then find a significant variability in our analyses which
is observed by a significant heterogeneity in certain cases, such
as for alpha amylase (I2 = 59%) or potassium (I2 = 62%). This
may be explained by different saliva sampling methods or non-
identical biomarker measurement techniques between studies.

During the salivary collection, it is then necessary to take
into account the type of saliva (total or specific of a gland) and
the level of stimulation (stimulated or unstimulated).

According to Navazesh [38], there are different methods for
collecting unstimulated total saliva. Five minutes is an
adequate collection time and the four most common methods
are:

–
 Draining method: the patient lowers the head and lets saliva
flow along the lower lip into a graduated test tube equipped
with a funnel.
–
 The spitting method: the patient spits out the saliva that
accumulates in a graduated test tube every sixty seconds.
–
 The suctionmethod: saliva is continuously aspirated from the
floor of the mouth into a test tube for suction.
–
 The swab method: saliva is collected by a pre-weighed swab,
a cotton roll or a gauze sponge placed in the mouth at the
orifices of the main salivary glands and is removed to be
weighed again at the end of the collection period.

With regard to stimulated saliva, chewing paraffin wax, the
use of citric acid or mechanical stimuli allow the stimulation of
the glands [39].

Lopez-Jornet et al. [7] uses the draining method for 5 minutes
then the saliva is centrifuged for 10min then the aliquot of the
supernatants is stored at�80 °C. Nosratzehi et al. [9] on the other
handuses the spittingmethodbut centrifuges for 20minand stores
at�20 °C. Finally for de Moura et al. [13], saliva is also collected by
the spitting method, centrifuged for 10min but there is no
information on the storage temperature of the aliquots. Hershko-
vitch et al. [16] alsouses the spittingmethod for 5min, the samples
are centrifuged without duration and then stored at 4 °C.

In addition, the methodology for analysing the compounds
chosen varies according to the biomarker and according to the
studies.

Hershkovitch et al. [16] uses the Phadebas test to measure
salivary concentrations of alpha amylase, while Lopez-Jornet
et al. [7] uses a colorimetric kit and Nosratzehi et al. [9] a
spectrophotometer.

For salivary immunoglobulin A concentrations, Hershko-
vitch et al. [16] uses Macini’s method while Acharya et al.,
Imura et al. and Lopez-Jornet et al. [6,7,11] use the Elisa test.

For salivary cortisol concentrations Nosratzehi et al., Kim
et al. [9,10] use the Elisa Aitken method [14] as well.

Finally, the sample sizes of the different populations range
from 8 for Acharya et al. [11] to 180 for Herskovitch et al. [16]
per group. This is one of the limits mentioned by each of the
articles: the workforce must be increased.

In addition, some saliva samples may have undergone
blood contamination which may bias the results. Indeed, for
example, the total number of proteins in plasma is 10–100
times higher in blood than in saliva [40]. However, not all
compounds are influenced by the presence of blood in the
saliva. Some proteins are produced specifically by the salivary
glands and are present only in saliva and not in the blood. [41].
Some studies perform a visual examination of the samples [7],
others measure transferrin in salivary samples [10] while others
do not provide any precision [19]. It could be interesting to
measure the salivary levels of haemoglobin, albumin, and
transferrin [41].

Some studies [6,9,11] are only carried out in populations of
women while others [7,17,18] in populations of men and
women, which could explain the differences in salivary
concentrations for a same compound.

Finally, not all studies are based on the same diagnostic
criteria: Borelli et al. and Acharya et al. and Aitken et al.
[11,14,19] rely on those of the International Headache Society
while Nosratzehi et al. [9] relies on those of Scala et al. [4],
which shows the difficulty of carrying out the diagnosis of this
pathology. The methodological quality of the studies being
variable with a limited number of patients, additional studies
are necessary to give a firm and definitive conclusion.
9



Fig. 2. (A) Forest plot of calcium in BMS patients. (B) Forest plot of magnesium in BMS patients. (C) Forest plot cortisol in BMS patients. (D)
Forest plot of potassium in BMS patients. (E) Forest plot of alpha amylase in BMS patients. (F) Forest plot of zinc in BMS patients. (G) Forest plot
of immunoglobulin A in BMS patients. (H) Forest plot of total proteins in BMS patients. (I) Forest plot of copper in BMS patients. The squares
represent the effect sizes of each of the studies (the size is proportional to the weight of the study) and the lines on the abscissa indicate the
95% confidence interval. The solid diamonds represent the size of the overall effect (on the abscissa the width indicates the 95% confidence
interval). Total: number of subjects.
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Fig. 2. (Continued).
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The lack of standardized protocols for the collection of
saliva samples is finally what emerges from this work, it
therefore appears essential to set up a precise collection
technique to obtain significant results.
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are necessary to give a firm and definitive conclusion.
Conflict of interest

The authors declare that they have no conflicts of interest
in relation to this article.
Funding

The authors declare that no funding was received in regard
to this article.
Ethical approval

We conducted a systematic review and a meta-analysis
according to the Preferred Reporting items for Systematic
Reviews andMeta-Analyses Protocols (PRISMA) statement. This
11



J Oral Med Oral Surg 2023;29:27 F. Kappes et al.
type of study does not require an ethical agreement.
Nevertheless, the proposed systematic review was registered
in PROSPERO under registration number CRD42023403447.

Informed consent

Not applicable.

Author’s contribution

LD conceived the idea. LD and FK conducted the systematic
review. FK and LD led the writing. CGR contributed to the
writing and critically revised the manuscript.
References

1. Headache Classification Committee of the International Headache
Society (IHS). The International Classification of Headache
Disorders, 3rd ed. (beta version). Cephalalgia. 2013;33:629-808.

2. Zakrzewska J, Glenny A, Forssell H. Interventions for the
treatment of burning mouth syndrome. In: The Cochrane
Collaboration. Cochrane Database of Systematic Reviews [Inter-
net. Chichester, UK: John Wiley & Sons, Ltd; 2000. p. CD002779.
https://doi.wiley.com/10.1002/14651858.CD002779

3. Grushka M, Ching V, Epstein J. Burning Mouth Syndrome. In:
HummelT,Welge-Lüssen A, Eds. Advances in oto-rhino-laryngology.
Basel: KARGER 2006:278-287.

4. Scala A, Checchi L, Montevecchi M, Marini I, Giamberardino MA.
Update on burning mouth syndrome: overview and patient
management. Crit Rev Oral Biol Med 2003;14:275-291.

5. Werfalli S, Drangsholt M, Johnsen JM, Jeffrey SK, Dakhil S,
Presland RB, et al. Saliva flow rates and clinical characteristics of
patients with burning mouth syndrome: a case–control study. Int
J Oral Maxillofac Surg 2021;50:1187-1194.

6. Imura H, Shimada M, Yamazaki Y, Sugimoto K. Characteristic
changes of saliva and taste in burning mouth syndrome patients.
J Oral Pathol Med 2016;45:231-236.

7. Lopez-Jornet P, Castillo Felipe C, Pardo-Marin L, Ceron JJ, Pons-
Fuster E, Tvarijonaviciute A. Salivary biomarkers and their
correlation with pain and stress in patients with burning mouth
syndrome. JCM 2020;9:929.

8. López-Jornet P, JuanH, Alvaro PF.Mineral and trace element analysis
of saliva from patients with BMS: a cross-sectional prospective
controlled clinical study. J Oral Pathol Med 2014;43:111-1116.

9. Nosratzehi T, Salimi S, Parvaee A. Comparison of Salivary Cortisol
and a-amylase levels and psychological profiles in patients with
burning mouth syndrome: salivary cortisol and A-amylase levels
in burning mouth syndrome. Spec Care Dentist 2017;37:120‑125.

10. Kim HI, Kim YY, Chang JY, Ko JY, Kho HS. Salivary cortisol,
17-estradiol, progesterone, dehydroepiandrosterone, and a-amy-
lase in patients with burning mouth syndrome: salivary steroid
and a-amylase in burning mouth syndrome. Oral Dis
2012;18:613‑620.

11. Acharya S, Jin C, Bylund J, Shen Q, Kamali-Moghaddam M, Jontell
M, et al. Reduced sialyl-Lewis x on salivary MUC7 from patients
with burning mouth syndrome. Mol Omics 2019;15:331‑339.

12. Boras Vv, Savage Nw, Brailo V, Lukac J, Lukac M, Alajbeg Iz.
Salivary and serum levels of substance p, neurokinin A and
calcitonin gene related peptide in burning mouth syndrome. Med
Oral 2010;e427–e431.
12
13. Moura SAB de, Sousa JMA de, Lima DF, Negreiros AN do M, Silva F
de V, Costa LJ da. Burning mouth syndrome (BMS): sialometric
and sialochemical analysis and salivary protein profile. Ger-
odontology 2007;24:173–176.

14. Aitken-Saavedra J, Tarquinio S, da Rosa Wo, Gomes A, da Silva A,
Fernandez Ms, et al. Salivary characteristics may be associated
with burning mouth syndrome? J Clin Exp Dent 2021;e542–e548.

15. Amenábar JM, Pawlowski J, Hilgert JB, Hugo FN, Bandeira D,
Lhüller F, et al. Anxiety and salivary cortisol levels in patients
with burning mouth syndrome: case–control study. Oral Surg Oral
Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endodontol 2008;105:460–465.

16. Hershkovich O, Nagler RM. Biochemical analysis of saliva and
taste acuity evaluation in patients with burning mouth syndrome,
xerostomia and/or gustatory disturbances. Arch Oral Biol
2004;49:515–522.

17. Henkin RI, Gouliouk V, Fordyce A. Distinguishing patients with
glossopyrosis from those with oropyrosis based upon clinical
differences and differences in saliva and erythrocyte magnesium.
Arch Oral Biol 2012;57:205–210.

18. Pekiner FN, Gümrü B, Demirel GY, Özbayrak S. Burning mouth
syndrome and saliva: detection of salivary trace elements and
cytokines: Salivary trace elements and cytokines in BMS. J Oral
Pathol Med. 2009;38:269–275.

19. Borelli V, Marchioli A, Di Taranto R, Romano M, Chiandussi S, Di
Lenarda R, et al. Neuropeptides in saliva of subjects with burning
mouth syndrome: a pilot study. Oral Dis 2010;16:365–374.

20. Suh KI, Kim YK, Kho HS. Salivary levels of IL-1, IL-6, IL-8, and
TNF-a in patients with burning mouth syndrome. Arch Oral Biol
2009;54:797–802.

21. Salarić I, Sabalić M, Alajbeg I. Opiorphin in burning mouth
syndrome patients: a case–control study. Clin Oral Investig
2017;21:2363–2370.

22. BoucherY,BraudA,Dufour E,Agbo-GodeauS,BaarounV,DescroixV,
etal.Opiorphin levels influidsof burningmouthsyndromepatients:
a case–control study. Clin Oral Invest 2017;21:2157–2164.

23. Zidverc-Trajkovic J, Stanimirovic D, Obrenovic R, Tajti J, Vécsei L,
Gardi J, et al. Calcitonin gene-related peptide levels in saliva of
patients with burning mouth syndrome: CGRP in saliva of patients
with BMS. J Oral Pathol Med 2008;38:29–33.

24. de Souza FTA, Kummer A, Silva MLV, Amaral TMP, Abdo EN, Abreu
MHNG, et al. The association of openness personality trait with
stress-related salivary biomarkers in burning mouth syndrome.
Neuroimmunomodulation. 2015;22:250–255.

25. Ji EH, Diep C, Liu T, Li H, Merrill R, Messadi D, et al. Potential
protein biomarkers for burning mouth syndrome discovered by
quantitative proteomics. Mol Pain 2017;13:174480691668679.

26. Simcic D, Pezelj-Ribaric S, Gržic R,Horvat J, Brumini G,Muhvic-Urek
M. Detection of Salivary Interleukin 2 and Interleukin 6 in Patients
With Burning Mouth Syndrome. Mediators Inflam 2006;2006:1–4.

27. Srinivasan M, Kodumudi KN, Zunt SL. Soluble CD14 and toll-like
receptor-2 are potential salivary biomarkers for oral lichen planus
and burning mouth syndrome. Clin Immunol 2008;126: 31– 37.

28. Lončar-Brzak B, Vidranski V, Andabak-Rogulj A, Vidović-Juras D,
Todorić-Laidlaw I, Gabrić D, et al. Salivary hormones and quality of
life in female postmenopausal burning mouth patients—a pilot
case-control study. Dentistry J 2020;8:111.

29. Shigeyama-Haruna C, Soh I, Yoshida A, Awano S, Anan H, Ansai T.
Salivary levelsofcortisolandchromograninAinpatientswithburning
mouth syndrome: a case-control study. OJST 2013;03: 39– 43.

30. Fernandes CSD, Salum FG, Bandeira D, Pawlowski J, Luz C,
Cherubini K. Salivary dehydroepiandrosterone (DHEA) levels in
patients with the complaint of burning mouth: a case-control
study. Oral Surg Oral Med Oral Pathol Oral Radiol Endodontol
2009;108:537– 543.

https://doi.wiley.com/10.1002/14651858.CD002779


J Oral Med Oral Surg 2023;29:27 F. Kappes et al.
31. Glick D, Ben-Aryeh H, Gutman D, Szargel R. Relation between
idiopathic glossodynia and salivary flow rate and content.
International J Oral Surg 1976;5:161– 165.

32. Loeb LM, Naffah-Mazzacoratti MG, Porcionatto MA, Martins JRM,
Kouyoumdjian M, Weckx LM, et al. Chondroitin sulfate and
kallikrein in saliva: markers for glossodynia. Int Immunophar-
macol 2008;8:1056– 1058.

33. Tvarijonaviciute A, Aznar-Cayuela C, Rubio CP, Ceron JJ, López-
Jornet P. Evaluation of salivary oxidate stress biomarkers, nitric
oxide and C-reactive protein in patients with oral lichen planus and
burning mouth syndrome. J Oral Pathol Med 2017;46:387–392.

34. Tammiala-Salonen T, Söderling E. Protein composition, adhesion,
and agglutination properties of saliva in burning mouth
syndrome. Eur J Oral Sci 1993;101:215–218.

35. Kaczor-Urbanowicz KE, Martin Carreras-Presas C, Aro K, Tu M,
Garcia-Godoy F, Wong DT. Saliva diagnostics � current views and
directions. Exp Biol Med (Maywood) 2017;242:459–472.
36. Braud A, Boucher Y. The relationship between the clinical features
of idiopathic burning mouth syndrome and self-perceived quality
of life. J Oral Scie 2016;58:475– 481.

37. Moura B de S, Ferreira N dos R, DosSantos MF, Janini MER. Changes
in the vibration sensitivity and pressure pain thresholds in
patients with burning mouth syndrome. PLoS ONE 2018;13:
e0197834.

38. Navazesh M. Methods for collecting saliva. Ann NY Acad Sci
1993;694:72– 77.

39. Navazesh M, Kumar SKS. Measuring salivary flow. J Am Dent Assoc
2008;139:35S–40S.

40. Nunes LAS, Brenzikofer R, Macedo DV. Reference intervals for
saliva analytes collected by a standardized method in a physically
active population. Clin Biochem 2011;44:1440– 1444.

41. Kang JH, Kho HS. Blood contamination in salivary diagnostics:
current methods and their limitations. Clin Chem Lab Med
2019;57:1115– 1124.
13


	Salivary biomarkers and burning mouth syndrome: a systematic review and meta-analysis of the literature
	Introduction
	Material and methods
	Search strategy
	Selection of studies and eligibility of criteria
	Data collection
	 Risk of bias in the evaluation
	Group definition
	Quantitative analysis

	Results
	Study selection and characteristics
	Description of studies eligible for quantitative analysis
	Analysis of risk of bias in studies
	Power bias
	Sampling bias
	Heterogeneity bias

	Quantitative analysis

	Discussion
	Conclusion
	Conflict of interest
	Funding
	Ethical approval
	Informed consent
	Author's contribution
	References


