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Abstract: 

The authors argue that as technology advances the need has increased for closer interaction and exchanges of 

information among industries, universities, and professional and research institutions. This is necessary to keep abreast 

of changing technology and market needs. Continuing Engineering Education (CEE) can serve as a bridge or agent 

linking those various institutions in Romania.  

This paper looks at the distance education model of the CRED-I for CEE. The initiative to create CRED-I came from the 

Iasi  

Academic/University Centre (Romanian Academy-Iasi Branch, Iasi Polytechnic, "Gh. Asachi" University) and from a 

working group for CEE created by the General Association of Engineers from Romania which proposed to the 

Romanian Ministry of Education to finance both from PHARE and from governmental funds the Iasi Regional Centre for 

Distance Education (CRED-I) as a pilot centre for a future Romanian National Open and Distance University of 

Technology. The authors conclude with the view that the best strategy for Romania to adopt in the long term is to 

develop its own open and distance learning (ODE) system for CEE materials. In this way, costs for the ODE system will 

be acceptable.  
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