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Task

People living with a visible difference may experience stigma [1].

Affective reactions of other people can be especially difficult to deal with [2].

Aim

To investigate the relationship between visual attention and affective reactions.

… the more disgust was reported, but only when the eye area was looked little at. The more the facial difference was explored, … … the more (less) surprise (neutrality) was reported, and particularly when the eye area was looked little at.

Take-home message

Implications

Eye focus seems to limit stigmatizing reactions to a visible difference.

For research

Why do people make eye contact (or not)? Does it affect behavior? 

Stimuli

Portraits with and without a burn-like scar on a cheek.

Disgust Surprise Neutrality Anxiety Hostility

This device enables researchers to investigate visual attention.

  More time is spent looking at the facial difference and less looking at the central features of the face.
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