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EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR NUMISMATIC STUDIES -CENTRE EUROPÉEN D'ÉTUDES NUMISMATIQUES

Although the study of rites and gestures seems like an innovating field in archaeology, taking into account the data from the analysis of coins from funerary contexts has not yet followed this trend, despite the fact that this theme is undoubtedly at the heart of the renewal of funerary archaeology. The gesture of depositing one or more coins is indeed part of complex and various ritual sequences constituting the tomb.

The Athens Conference was an opportunity to attempt a new summary on this practice and on the integration of numismatic data within the funerary archaeology discourse.

Organized around central questions of material aspects of the practice, of their place within ritual sequences, the ambition of this conference was to confront the state of our knowledge, methods and case studies in the Mediterranean between the 5 th cent. BCE and the 12 th cent. CE. Above all, the meeting was an opportunity for addressing questions that are common to archaeologists and numismatists as far as the protocol of the study of coins in funerary contexts is concerned. 
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  is open to all. Members are entitled to: • Receive the quarterly BCEN • Have access to monthly meeting, jointly with the Royal Numismatic Society of Belgium (SRNB) every 3 rd Saturday of the month, at the Royal Library of Belgium, Boulevard de l'Empereur 4, B-1000 Bruxelles • Receive advance notice of forthcoming monographs at special offer prices • Purchase back issues of our publication (good photocopies for 1964-69, original from 1969 onwards) • Have the annual subscription to the Journal of archaeological numismatics at a special rate.cercle d ' études numismatiques EUROPEAN CENTRE FOR NUMISMATIC STUDIES -CENTRE EUROPÉEN D'ÉTUDES NUMISMATIQUESThanks to new methods of investigation, the field of funerary archaeology has developed significantly in the last years. Refined excavation, precise archiving of contextual data and pluri-disciplinary studies have led to the establishment of an archaeology of ritual. Far from only the gathering of material remains that burial excavation was once confined to, this discipline now considers two additional, essential things: biological anthropology and the study of taphonomic phenomena. The objects that were deposited in the tombs are then considered as part of the context in which the deceased was placed: in other words, they can inform us on funerary gestures.
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