Marc Calvini-Lefebvre 
  
A Citizen-Science Project

  L'archive ouverte pluridisciplinaire

Sites and Agents of Feminist Memory: a Citizen Science Project

Marc Calvini-Lefebvre Iméra Community Building Seminar, 04/05/2023 

A tale of two centenaries

Two sets of questions

Set 1: sites of feminist memory

• Place • Where are the other ones?

• How central or peripheral are the spaces they occupy?

• Time • When were they unveiled?

• What is the history of suffrage memorialisation?

• Form • What forms do they take?

• How traditional or transgressive are these forms?

• Story • Who's story are/were they telling?

• Who is/was the story for?

• What was the intended message: that feminism is "mainstream" or that it is "over"?

Set 2: agents of feminist memory

• Who is/was behind those sites? Has the social/political profile of these agents changed over time?

• What are/were the (sociological, ideological, historical, emotional…) drivers of the désir de memoire surrounding the suffrage movement?

A "citizen science" project Idea:

Make an online map of the sites of memory dedicated to women's suffrage with the help of "the general public" Scientific goals:

• Create an open database of memorials all around the world to facilitate comparative analyses The process to upload sites is fastidious • Engagement

The latest "Six Weeks for Suffrage" campaign has not been as successful as its predecessors • Outreach

Instagram is too time consuming to run

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

• ISM will develop a bespoke application to:• Make the logistics of creating entries and

uploading them easier • Enrich the map with additional content (audio? Video?) • Improve users' experiences of the map • H2C2 will test the application's user-friendliness • LERMA will:

• provide content for the map • interview willing participants • use the dataset to produce analyses "Beta" analysis of UK data

Suffrage history & memory in the UK

• NarraFve tensions between:

• Master (popular culture) narraFve: "those plucky suffrageLes" • NarraFve trends in the historiography since 1970s:

• Insistence on disFnguishing between suffragists and suffrageLes • emphasis on working-class involvement & geographical diversity • Move away from hagiography and towards "warts and all" assessments • QuesFon: How do public memorials relate to/reflect/challenge these narraFve tensions?

Suffrage memorialisation goes mainstream

• The désir de memoire has been powerfully spurned on by the centenary • It is striking that the principal memorial form since 2018 has been the statue • Even my small sample almost covers the entire UK (see map) à further work must be done to explore differences in local memorial dynamics 2024-2027: Houston, we have lift off

• ISM will develop a bespoke application to:

• Make the logistics of creating entries and uploading them easier • Enrich the map with additional content (audio? Video?) • Improve users' experiences of the map • H2C2 will test the application's user-friendliness • LERMA will:

• provide content for the map • interview willing participants • use the dataset to produce analyses

Thank you!