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Composite voices and partisan debates in Mazzei's Recherches: an intertextual miscellany of "americaniste" propaganda

In this paper I will attempt to offer some insights into the collective aspects of the Recherches' "mise en texte", situating the work's context of production before endeavoring to identify and comment on the many voices that compose it, either knowingly or otherwise. This will lead to a short discussion of whether or not Mazzei's text seems to challenge the codes and norms of the historical or political writings of his times.

• The Recherches appear as less of a testimony of Mazzei's intellectual originality than as a contributive platform for organized propaganda; a tool for expressing collectively concerted political opinion within a wider discussion aimed at allying the American cause with that of the late 1780s French progressive reformists.

• What did Mazzei's four volumes of the Recherches contribute to the debate? My answer would be a platform for the exchange of ideas; an additional physical medium or support allowing for the voicing of partisan arguments in the context of a wider conversation that people like Jefferson, Condorcet and Adams were engaged in at the time.

Authorial confusions of this sort raise questions regarding the extent to which composite texts like Mazzei's challenge the norms of production of its times. The very supplement I just referred to, which -as I explained -is confusingly attributed to Condorcet, also contains passages that could have been written by Jefferson. This is the case of the section in which the Florentine expresses his views on Shay's Rebellion, treating it as an incident of minor significance and rejecting the idea that the United States was threatened by the specter of anarchy. The acknowledgement of the existence of an 18 th century editorial kind of authorship is useful for our understanding of Mazzei's Recherches as well and seems to prove that the Florentine was not intending to bend the norms that applied to the writing of nonfictional, political texts in his time, but rather that such norms were inherently flexible and still needed to be defined.

onze ans que les Treize gouvernemens américains subsistent, un seul a vu naître un soulevement, & c'est celui dont je viens de parler. Supposons que la même chose arrivât successivement dans les autres états après un même espace de tems, il faudroit, pour qu'il en arrivât un dans chaque, un laps de cent quarante-trois années. Dans quels autres gouvernemens les soulèvemens ont-ils été aussi rares

  

	"Yet where does this anarchy exist? Where did it
	ever exist, except in the single instance of
	Massachussetts? And can history produce an
	instance of a rebellion so honourably conducted?
	[… ]
	on
	examine les soulèvemens arrivés dans chacun d'eux,
	je ne dis pas dans l'espace de cent quarante-trois ans,
	mais seulement dans les onze dernières années ;
	qu'on les compare ensuite avec tout ce qui s'est passé
	d'évènemens de ce genre dans les Etats-Unis, on
	conviendra que durant cette époque il a régné chez
	nous, relativement aux autres nations, une
	tranquillité profonde. »

« Depuis ? […] Qu'on choisisse parmi les gouvernemens despotique, monarchiques & mixtes, trois des plus connus, par exemple, ceux de Constantinople, de France & d'Angleterre ; qu'Filippo Mazzei, Recherches Historiques et Politiques sur les Etats-Unis de l'Amérique Septentrionale, où l'On Traite des Etablissemens des Treize Colonies ; de Leurs Rapports Et de Leurs Dissentions Avec la Grande Bretagne, de Leurs Gouvernemens Avant Et Après la Révolution, & C, vol. 4 (1788 ; London : Forgotten Books, 2015), p. 289.

We have had 13. states independent 11. years. There has been one rebellion. That comes to one rebellion in a century and a half for each state. What country before ever existed a century and half without a rebellion?

  And what country can preserve its liberties if their rulers are not warned from time to time that their people preserve the spirit of resistance? […] Our Convention has been too much impressed by the insurrection of Massachusets: and in the spur of the moment they are setting up a kite to keep the hen yard in order."
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