Florence Lévy 
  
Marylène Lieber 
  
  
  
Special issue: 'Migrants and clandestinity' Numéro spécial: 'Migrants et clandestinité'

Keywords: 

Some Northern Chinese migrant women end up prostituting themselves after their arrival in Paris. If one must relate this phenomenon to their illegal status and their lack of information about the host society, this article shows nevertheless that Chinese prostitutes in Paris have developed know-how and tactics to survive in an extremely precarious situation. Focusing on those coping strategies allows us to understand that, despite a form of resignation, prostitution is seen as the best way to bridge the gap between the reality these women face in France and the dreams they had before departure.

tered the surprising phenomenon of middle-aged, plainly dressed Chinese women street-walking as a means to earn a livelihood. Furthermore the ploys these women use to attract costumers differ from the usual techniques of traditional prostitutes. They typically try to blend in with the general population and do not draw attention to themselves. Generally they work independently and do not become part of a gang or utilize a pimp. Thus, the activities of this group of women are characterized by the fact that, as illegal immigrants, they find themselves in a double bind: they must try to be invisible and thereby avoid drawing the attention of the authorities, and yet still be visible enough to attract customers. In dealing with this Catch-22 situation, these migrants have invented original strategies.

The present article describes this recent phenomenon without entering into the ethical and normative debates on prostitution that posit a stark alternative between 'criminalization' and 'victimization'. Rather, we highlight the decision-making processes that shape the migratory trajectories of these women and the reasons they have for turning to prostitution. Therefore we begin by examining what Chinese prostitutes in Paris think about prostitution and, in broader terms, their overall migratory goals. The fact of their illegal status is central to understanding their choices, as it entails several layers of constraint and restricts the realm of possibilities for them. It also sheds light on the question of how these women, who say they never thought they would take up such an activity, decide to turn to prostitution. Lastly, we present some of the coping strategies they have invented, and underline how, in a very unstable environment, these migrants have developed tactics to make the best of the worst. 1

Migratory projects that failed

Most Chinese prostitutes in Paris belong to a larger migratory category known as 'dongbei', a term that refers to three provinces previously known as Manchuria. A description of this broader flow allows us to understand the specificities of these women's migratory trajectories, as they are somewhat atypical in comparison to traditional Chinese migration. First, migration from dongbei is quite new, and, in contrast to the old Chinese diaspora, does not rely on networks or traditional migratory channels. On the contrary, it resembles pioneer migration by individuals who have neither migratory know-how nor help and support upon arrival. Second, the majority of these migrants are middle-aged women. Third and last, these women were educated urban residents and belonged, before their departure, to the 'middle' classes. 2 
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For the most part, these new dongbei immigrants used to work for Stateowned enterprises that were once considered the center of the communist economy (see Kernen & Rocca, 1999). They were part of a privileged class, and some of our interviewees describe their life in China as quite comfortable. Since the reforms and the failure of these enterprises in the 1990s, their status has been declining. Due to economic instability, most of them lost their work and had to rely on temporary jobs. Others lived in fear of losing their jobs with the resulting worries for their financial futures. This phenomenon was reinforced by the fact that many of those who decided to migrate were divorced women who suffered from the stigmatization of divorce that disproportionally affects women. They had seen their standard of living fall dramatically, and many explained that they could no longer maintain a decent quality of life for their families. Thus, the reasons for leaving China were mainly bound to economics and to the rising costs of what they consider their basic needs. 3 During our interviews, a number of salient common points emerged. By immigrating abroad, Northern Chinese migrants expected, first of all, to be able to earn an income that would allow them to provide a good education for their child(ren) as university fees in China today frequently cost more than one year's worth of the local average revenue. Others wanted to save enough money to pay for their aging parents' hospitalization in a situation where health care has been privatized and has become extremely expensive. Mrs Xu, an interviewee, explained that she wants to save 'capital for her old age' as she was not certain that her government pension would be available. Similarly, some people feared not finding a good job, and left hoping to make money in order to open their own business. Other women mentioned their desire to save money to buy an apartment before theirs was torn down due to large urbanization projects. Only a few women mentioned that they wanted to 'see the world'. Overall, they anticipated finding better employment opportunities. Some of them also hoped for sentimental encounters, with the idea of starting a new family in France. In this respect, most of the migrants had short-or middle-term projects only, expecting to return to China in three to five years' time.

Our interviewees thought they could fulfill their wishes by spending a few years abroad. However, upon arrival in France, they discovered a huge gap between their goals and their living conditions in Paris. Misinformed before departure, these women described their despair when they realized the horrible conditions of the Chinese dormitories and the instability of their compatriots' existence. They lived without any privacy in cramped and often insalubrious dormitories housing dozens of men and women. Because they did not have a job, many did not go out for fear of being arrested by the police. Nevertheless, the dormitory setting did offer the new immigrants their first opportunity to get hold of information. In their terms, it was here that they realized their life in France would not be easy, and that they would have to modify or postpone the realization of their initial goals.

Typically the story of their entry into prostitution runs as follows. Their lack of knowledge of French and their illegal status soon forces the newcomers from Northern China to enter the Chinese 'community' work market. This market is dominated by Southern Chinese from the region of Wenzhou and has no room for solidarity. On the contrary, it is characterized by divisive intra-group tensions and structures of exploitation (see Lieber, 2008). The established Southern Chinese business owners tend to look down on people from Northern China. As a result, recently arrived immigrants, both men and women, have difficulty finding jobs in this doubly ethnicized work market and they end up occupying subordinate positions. For example, in the catering business, men from Northern China seldom find a job as first cook and are most often relegated to the rank of kitchen helper. Further discrimination is also seen in the clothing industry, where Northerners are chosen as warehouse personnel rather than textile workers. For Northern Chinese women, this kind of segregation restricts the range of possible work opportunities in even more drastic ways. For example, most of them cannot find work in the garment industry because they are said to be bad seamstresses. Their only remaining avenue is to work as live-in maids for the established Southern Chinese community.

To comprehend the reasons why some of these women choose prostitution over domestic service, it is essential to understand the dire working conditions of this type of employment. Most of the women we interviewed were horrified at the way they had been or were being treated. In addition to the very low salary -between 500 and 900 euros a month -they complained about the workload. A typical day would include tasks ranging from childcare to extended housework in both the household and the family business. Needless to say, official regulations were not applied to these very long working hours. Furthermore, our interviewees identified the disrespectful attitude of their employers as the most degrading aspect of this work. The women we interviewed felt they were often deliberately humiliated by such tactics as very low food rations, insults or even threats or physical violence. The total lack of privacy and freedom drives many women to quit such jobs.

A second aspect of their choice to enter prostitution resides in the ethnicized nature of the French labor market. Apart from work in the catering and restaurant, garment or domestic-service sectors, no other jobs are open to non-French-speaking, middle-aged Chinese women in Paris. Some go through repeated sequences of employment as domestic servants and
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Northern Chinese women in Paris 633 unemployment, often with the conviction that temporary jobs are still more desirable than working as a maid in Wenzhou families. Finding a job with a French family is hardly an option, for reasons of language and lack of networks. Some women make the best of their situation and work as 'entrepreneurs' -as scavengers, as masseuses and vendors of curios. Finally, a certain number of them take up prostitution.

The resignation of a marginalized population

Prostitution is not an ordinary occupation, and the attitudes of the women we interviewed were ambivalent. On the one hand, even after they start 'to do it' as they say, they continue to condemn this kind of activity. On the other hand, they present it as a direct consequence of their migration and lack of social networks -prostitution appears to be an answer to the extreme instability of their existence due to their illegal status. Mrs Cheng, an interviewee, describes the situation as when 'men do not act as men anymore and women do not act as women anymore', underlining the extreme difficulties they have to face. The main problem for these women is to survive in a foreign environment where they lack control over their life conditions and choices. Most of them explain that they 'were forced' and 'had no other choice'. Mrs Liao sums up this feeling by saying: 'it is the only option, when you have no choice'. Acknowledging economic and social constraints, they adapt.

Taking the first step

Entering into prostitution is a gradual process. The first step shows the Northern Chinese women's willpower softening. Confronted with professional and economical difficulties, they progressively change their minds after having publicly refused such an option. Typically, 'friends' see that they lack employment and money and suggest they 'do it'. For example, Mrs Yu's sister let her experience what it is like to work as a maid before introducing the idea of prostitution, allowing her 'slowly to understand' that it was the best option. As Mrs Yu was quite reluctant, her sister found her a client and arranged for the hotel. Mrs Liao had a similar experience; she learned through the 'buddy system', waiting in front of the building or in the kitchen while her friend entertained clients. Thus, all the women we interviewed mentioned someone who acted as a go-between for their 'first time'.

This kind of introduction into prostitution is presented as a free service between friends. However, Mrs Xie paid 30% of the price of her first tricks to the friend who acted as a go-between. She said, however, that in exchange for this percentage her friend provided resources to help her overcome problems related to her inexperience, to her shame at 'doing it' and to the dangers of soliciting in the street. This informal collaboration lasted for a few weeks until Mrs Xie became self-employed. She considers it not to have been a real cost but a way to increase her experience, skills and confidence. This kind of patronage helps beginners enter the business and learn the trade. In addition, Mrs Xie pointed out that the clients' constant demand for 'new' women provides another incentive for women to take up prostitution.

Interestingly, our observations as well as the testimony of many women we interviewed, suggest that this patronage is not necessary. Regardless of their status, age or nationality, they seem to be the target of street-level sexual harassment in areas such as Belleville, Barbès or Aubervilliers. For example, Mrs Wang explains that she was frequently approached by strangers before she decided to work as a prostitute, and many others had comparable experiences. They seem to be considered particularly easy and defenseless by men from these areas, some of whom told us that these Chinese women would sleep with anyone in exchange for a crate of vegetables or an invitation to dinner. 4 The perpetrator often does not fear reprimand, as such harassment goes unreported due to the language barrier and the illegal status of this population. Consequently, most of these women have no choice but to turn their head and go on their way. In this respect, there is a continuum of street-level harassment of Chinese women and soliciting of Chinese prostitutes. Because of this blurring of boundaries, Chinese prostitutes say they do not have to solicit actively, as their mere presence in the street seems to generate sexual offers from strangers. We could say these women have simply changed the way they respond to these sexual offers: they now accept the advances they used to refuse. Long before they actually 'did it', Northern Chinese women in these neighborhoods were regarded as 'whores'. By the same token, entering into prostitution does not change anything in terms of reputation, as the stigma has pre-dated their decision to 'do it'. Surprisingly, then, there is no big plunge, just a little switch -and a slow shift into the world of prostitution. By working as prostitutes, these women in a certain sense have simply appropriated the sexualized image others already have of them.

Blurring boundaries

Our interviewees enjoyed talking about numerous subjects but not about their activities as prostitutes. This had several explanations. First of all, these women
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were caught in a double bind -between their illegal status and their work. On the one hand, they could be arrested and deported at any time under residency and work-permit regulations. They believed this to be the worst thing that could happen to them, and were compelled to live with the uncertainty this situation produced. On the other hand, French legislation considers prostitution and the action of soliciting a criminal offense. These women thus lived in constant fear of encounters with the police. Furthermore, sex is always a difficult topic to talk about and the subject is complicated by the stigma of prostitution.

Most of the women we interviewed were ashamed to work as prostitutes and tried to guarantee themselves as much anonymity as possible. They did not speak about the subject directly and adopted a strategy of distancing. They blurred the reality of prostitution and aimed to present themselves as respectable women. This can be read as a way of practising prostitution without losing one's self-esteem. Indeed, most of the prostitutes we interviewed insisted on the unprofessional and temporary aspect of their activity. For example, as Mrs Xie presented it: 'I went out as a fill-in, as a substitute, not as a professional.' These attempts at blurring also apply to clients. Some women view prostitution as a way to meet French men and, ideally, to marry, thus gaining the right to stay in France legally and attaining their migratory goals. In this sense, presenting themselves as amateur prostitutes can be a strategy. As most of the Northern Chinese women who have succeeded in obtaining residency permits have obtained their status through marriage, the women consider it important to keep economic sexual transactions open to potential romantic developments. For example Mrs Xie, who wishes she could marry, flirts with her clients and explains to them that she 'does it' only as an exception, to be able to survive.

Clients participate actively in this blurring of categories. Some of them act as lovers or suitors; they maintain a kind of semi-friendship, regularly inviting these women to have a cup of coffee or dinner, or sending frequent messages or calling. Some even invite them to live with them and, more seldom, marry one of them. Women talk about these men as 'old friends'. One interviewee even visited an old client in the hospital. This kind of relationship would hardly be conceivable for most French prostitutes, who, on the contrary, insist on drawing a clear boundary between professional and private life (see Gil, 2005). Even after marriage, the blurring of categories continues, as both partners pretend not to be aware that the wife still works as a prostitute. To justify leaving the apartment, Mrs Cheng tells her husband that she is going out to clean someone's house. She knows he is aware of her real activity, but pretends not to know, as he benefits from her financial support. This situation, which the law would consider pimping, allows Mrs Cheng to keep her partner and thus her residency permit.

Chinese prostitutes do not openly disclose their activity. They 'do it' only because of the instability of their situation in France and the hope that they will find a way out which will allow them to go home without having lost their respectability. Thus they develop tactics for winning such respectability by creating strategies for coping with reality. The blurring of boundaries is related to both maintaining self-esteem and minimizing the risks they face. As illegal migrants and prostitutes, these women must adopt a survival strategy linked to the assignment of invisibility and marginalization.

Coping strategies of illegal immigrants

Prostitutes are exposed to violence as they work in the street and regularly meet strangers. 5 In our interviews, they reported the need to avoid several types of dangers. The obvious threat they face is violence from clients and from being on the street. However, their major preoccupation revolved not around their clients but around their fears of encounters with the police and the associated fear of deportation. This fear was aggravated by the need to be visible in order to attract clients. Indeed, crackdowns on illegal immigration often take the form of repression of prostitution, and most of the Chinese women arrested for solicitation are eventually prosecuted for illegal residency and deported. Thus, these women are targets for the police both as illegal migrants and as prostitutes. In what follows, we will present the various tactics they develop to diminish the dangers they face.

Invisibility tactics

Given the intensification of policing, Chinese prostitutes develop tactics to make their identification difficult. They adapt their dress and their behavior to fit into the crowd -they do not dress provocatively or apply ostentatious make-up. In this respect, these women break down the usual stereotypes of professional prostitutes and, to the contrary, do their best to appear nonprofessional. They walk continuously and adopt a purposeless attitude, in order to appear to be strolling city-dwellers to anyone except their clients. Walking with a shopping basket is, for example, an explicit ploy. In another example, they sit at café terraces acting like normal consumers, or in the large illuminated windows of lunch counters, where they can see and be seen.

Their soliciting is unnoticeable and often passive. Mrs Cheng told us that all she needed was a glance from a client in order to understand that she was to meet him later in the subway and follow him. Mrs Wang explained that
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Northern Chinese women in Paris 637 the glance is a key element, as she needed at the same time to measure the risk of undercover policemen. Of course, policemen have their countertactics, one of which is to pretend they are clients in order to identify prostitutes. To avoid this kind of situation, our interviewees said that they regularly pretend not to understand what the client wants until they are certain he is not a policeman. Mrs Cheng uses her intuition based on the encounter to make sure that the client is really a client. She settles at a bus stop next to a red light, pretending she is waiting for the bus to come. If a car stops, she presents herself as a hitchhiker and asks the driver to go to Nation, a central place in Paris. Thus, Mrs Cheng adapts her strategy to the threat of police arrests. She, along with many of her colleagues, plays catand-mouse with the police. She alters her schedule and solicits when she assumes the police are having lunch or after 7 pm when they are off work. She explains that she only 'takes a walk' in the neighborhood and goes back home to avoid being remarked on as a prostitute. In this respect, Chinese prostitutes develop collective know-how in a situation where the tactics of seeing and being seen are very important. Far from dismantling Chinese prostitution, police control seems to have helped it become more organized. Key tools utilized for this are cell phones and massage salons. During our interviews, our interviewees' cell phones never stopped ringing. We observed the women answering with the few French words they knew -which were nonetheless sufficient to make an appointment. By having an active cell-phone number, they made themselves available to loyal clients. In a context of police repression, cell phones allowed them to limit the time they spent 'outside' and yet generate enough income to 'survive' (on the condition that they limited their expenses). Another option is now being developed with the opening of massage salons in response to an increasing interest in oriental therapies. All the women we interviewed consider this option as a good alternative to the street. For example, Mrs Wang took an intensive course of massage techniques when she went back to China, allowing her to work at a friend's salon in the 20th arrondissement. She explained how she offered extra sexual services, which enabled her to ask for an extra 35 euros directly from the client, whereas a normal massage only costs 10 euros. However, once again, the police are not taken in, and she no longer offers this service, as her friend began to fear her business would be closed down.

One negative side-effect of the police targeting prostitution is the increased isolation of these prostitutes. Like many illegal migrants, whatever their nationality, our interviewees had no access to protection from the law, social services or other agencies. This situation creates a well-known vicious cycle: for fear of being deported, migrants are dissuaded from asking police or justice services for protection and are thus victims of many crimes that go unreported. Women are put at even greater risk as this situation tends to increase dangerous behaviors. For example, many interviewees said they do not go to hotels anymore but go to the client's home, where they are isolated and cannot control their environment. An overwhelming fear in these cases is of being sequestered, as Mrs Wang experienced, or of discovering there are several men at the client's house. Another negative side-effect is the tendency not to have safe sex, as the presence of condoms is considered sufficient proof to justify being arrested for prostitution. They even hesitate to use the condoms distributed by NGOs. Mrs Cheng said she had been questioned by the police several times immediately after she went to the NGOs' buses.

An informal collective organization

Confined to the margins of society, prostitutes have to organize in order to solve the problems they face on the street. Mrs Cheng underlined the solidarity that exists between colleagues and the development of collective know-how. In the street or at their client's home, safety is never guaranteed. Prostitutes have to be aware of numerous situations such as violence, robbery and sexual assault. Examples given to us by our interviewees include being robbed of their handbag with all their money after a trick, being sequestered, beaten, and forced into sexual acts such as unprotected or anal intercourse. Chinese prostitutes in Paris therefore go out in groups of two or three and they form a protective network by keeping an eye on each other. If a colleague is missing or gone for too long, they warn one another. They also use this system when a colleague gets arrested.

Sharing information is the only way they have to protect themselves from danger and threats, and these women regularly share their various experiences and misfortunes with each other. For example, they pass on the physical description of the cars or the license-plate numbers of clients who do not pay, who are violent, or are under-cover policemen. Mrs Shu, an illegal migrant, explained to us that her friend called to warn her of the arrival of the police so that she was able to escape and hide from them. She says it often happens and that she usually goes to the second floor of a shop, where she waits for another call to tell her they are gone. Even though the women believe this mutual help is effective, there are many gaps. Some newcomers suffer from this imperfect protective network, as for example Mrs Liu, who did not hear about a serial rapist and became one of his victims. The information was not widely shared, and the four other victims did not report
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Northern Chinese women in Paris 639 being raped to the police for fear of arrest. Furthermore, it is difficult to teach experiential knowledge and intuition. One has to learn on the job: 'Once you have been trapped several times, you do not do it anymore', Mrs Cheng explains. For example, it was only after she 'had done it for free', she learned that she had to insist on being paid before the encounter.

Controlling an unstable environment

Interestingly, our interviewees tended to consider that they controlled the situation and that they were the ones who decided what they wanted to do or not with a client. Experience allowed them to develop the ability to size up their clients, a skill that is essential for avoiding danger and threats. Mrs Cheng was very proud of her 'eye' and explained that, when she is given the glance by a potential client, she has only a few seconds to decide whether to accept or to decline: 'You have to decide if it is a person you can trust, and make sure that there is no policeman or anyone you know in the area.' Mrs Liu and Mrs Liao added that you have to 'trust your first impression'. The prostitutes we interviewed developed a typology of clients. They preferred 'true French' over immigrants, despite the fact the latter are more numerous in the areas where they work. They also said they preferred men in their 40s or older. Mrs Liao explains that 'with older men, one is more unencumbered'. They feared younger men, whom they consider to be potentially more violent. This hierarchy between customers conveys many stereotypes about other cultures. French men are supposed to be nicer and more thoughtful, whereas Black or Arab men are seen as 'thieves'. 6 For example, Mrs Wang explained that Arab men often 'do it, but do not want to pay'. As for Chinese men, our interviewees systematically refuse to have intercourse with them. Mrs Liao explained that it is too embarrassing. These men would ask her to justify her work or make comments she did not want to hear. Mrs Cheng said that she 'would not do it, even for 100 euros', in order to keep her circle of friends and her family from discovering her real activity. Thus it appears that soliciting Chinese men would reactivate a gendered social control they insisted they had got rid of. In this regard, engaging in sexual relations with men from other cultures allowed these women to escape their own cultural gendered norms. 7 Their inability to speak proper French, usually considered a handicap, became an advantage in this situation, as they could not spend time talking or having to justify their actions. Mrs Wang explained that 'doing foreigners (non Chinese) is a bit better, it is quicker'.

It should be noted that this hierarchy between customers is only an ideal, as these women are not in a position to choose their clients. Women who 'are not young and pretty', as they describe themselves, do not find customers that easily. They are not solicited by the customers from what they consider the best categories. As Mrs Liao puts it: 'French men of higher social categories choose the prettiest ones and the ones who know how to look their best. You see, I am fat, I don't look for French men, I go for Turkish or Moroccan men.' In that respect, most Chinese prostitutes are confined to a relatively poor clientele, often composed of immigrants, workingclass Frenchmen or retirees. The price of a trick -usually oral or vaginal intercourse -ranges from 20 to 45 euros. 8 Chinese women are therefore frowned upon by other prostitutes, who blame them for being 'unprofessional' by bringing prices down.

Competition is quite fierce, as there are more and more Chinese migrants who have no other option in France than prostitution, in a rapidly evolving situation. On the one hand, our interviewees reported the arrival of prostitutes from other parts of China -particularly Jiangxi. These women are reported to enter prostitution as soon as they arrive. 9 On the other hand, there is a tendency for professionalization, with the presence of younger and more elegant Chinese women, often with legal status, who seek a wealthier clientele. They operate in a more 'traditional' way, similar to professional prostitutes of other origins, and work in wealthier areas of Paris. This variation in Chinese prostitution patterns may influence the practices of Northern Chinese women, as competition is accompanied by police repression and a diminishing number of clients. 10 Many women complain of the diminishing number of customers and say they can spend several days without any business. Thus, their already modest income is decreasing. Mrs Wang explained that she used to earn 150 euros a day a few years ago, but that this is not the case anymore. Nevertheless, to these women, prostitution remains a means of making 'quick and easy' money. 'In a few minutes you have 30 euros in you pocket, that still is more than one day as a maid', Mrs Cheng added.

Making the best of it

The extremely precarious situation that Northern Chinese women endure when they arrive in France, along with the shame they feel towards their forced decision to enter prostitution, drive them to develop know-how and tactics for surviving in everyday situations. They adapt and make the best of the worst. The women we interviewed learned how to work with clients despite their lack of linguistic knowledge; they also became skilled at quickly sizing up a dangerous situation, and at negotiating the price of a trick without fully understanding what their customers might be saying.
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They learned to organize in peer-networks. In this respect, they developed the skills to be able to work discreetly, attempting to avoid danger and threats, especially police checks. They tried to act like ordinary citizens and blurred the stereotypes attached to prostitution. For these Northern Chinese women, prostitution appears to be a way of taking control of their destiny as illegal migrants. Money -which is hardly mentioned -is the best way to bridge the gap between the reality they face in France and the dreams they had before departure. Their activity, which is quite dangerous and which they are ashamed of, eventually allows them to make the money they would not have earned in the Chinese ethnicized labor market. Highlighting such a phenomenon allows us to document the ability of Northern Chinese prostitutes to develop skills that are shaped by their illegal condition as migrants and that are seldom talked about, as the focus is usually on their otherwise desperate situation. 2. We have very little quantitative information on those who enter France with visas and overstay illegally. Nevertheless, some data from an association dealing with migrants show that 70% of 826 Northern Chinese migrants are women (Gao & Poisson, 2005). We should also note that class classifications are notoriously difficult for China, and should not be given great analytical weight; these women are educated and held jobs that allowed them to enjoy a respectable amount of social status or at least status security.
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642 Social Science Information Vol 47 -no 4 3. See Lévy (2005) for the reasons why these women embark upon a migratory project. 4. For more about the ways local men regard foreign women, see Weber (2007). 5. As prostitutes are usually considered to be of no value, they are often the targets of violence. This phenomenon is not specific to Chinese prostitutes (see Pourette, 2005).

6. Concerning stereotypes of men from other cultures see Brennan (2002) and Hung (2002). 7. On this subject see Tabet (2005). 8. The old women from the Maghreb who prostitute themselves in immigrant shelters or on the street, as described by Nasima Moujoud, ask for even lower prices (Moujoud, 2005). 9. We have not documented this new type of prostitution. It should be noted, however, that making this distinction between themselves and women from other parts of China who come to France to prostitute themselves allowed our interviewees to underline the fact that they did not initially want to go into prostitution, and to present themselves as respectable rather than 'easy' women. 10. This is the case for all categories of prostitutes (see Amaouche, 2008).