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à la diffusion de documents scientifiques de niveau recherche, publiés ou non, émanant des établissements d'enseignement et de recherche français ou étrangers, des laboratoires publics ou privés.

The ProGEO SW Europe Regional Working Group was founded in 2010, gathering the ProGEO members from France, Italy, Portugal and Spain. Since then, the group met in five occasions to discuss the main topics regarding geoconservation initiatives in each country and to set strategies for collaboration between geoheritage researchers and practitioners.

IN FRANCE

Geoconservation origins date back to the mid-nineteenth century, and the recognition and protection of geoheritage are today integrated in French environmental policies and in the law since 2002. The national inventory programme was launched in 2007.

• 3455 inventoried geosites available in a WebGIS database • Geotope Protection Order was established in 2015 • Increased awareness among the general public and planners

• 7 UNESCO Global Geoparks

IN ITALY

The debate on geoheritage began in the early 1990s in the academic community. The national inventory of geosites was published online by the Italian Institute for Environmental Protection and Research, starting in the 2000s.

IN PORTUGAL

Geoheritage and geoconservation are topics mostly discussed In academic forums, aiming at the engagement of the nature conservation official entities in their geoconservation duties established by law since 2008.

IN SPAIN

Geoconservation policies have been developed over the last 40 years thanks to the work of the Spanish universities, the Geological Heritage Commission of the Spanish Geological Society and the Spanish Geological Survey.

• 4544 inventoried geosites available in a WebGIS database

• National legislative geoconservation framework since 2007

• Wide range of geotourism offer

• 16 UNESCO Global Geoparks
The main aim of the regional group is the collaboration between the four countries, through the organization of scientific meetings and courses, the promotion of geoheritage and geoconservation amongst university students, the comparison and discussion of legislation regarding geoheritage protection and the development of a SW Europe regional inventory of geosites based on the national inventories and on a geological frameworks model common to the four countries.

• 325 inventoried geosites (of national and international relevance)

• Ongoing fusion of geosite inventories for management purposes 
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•

  Official nature policies starting to include geoconservation• 5 UNESCO Global Geoparks• 2100 inventoried geosites available in a WebGIS database • Geoheritage is protected only through some regional laws• 4 geosites in the UNESCO World Heritage

	• 11 UNESCO Global Geoparks
	PROGEO SW EUROPE

REGIONAL WORKING GROUP