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In many fields, Non-Destructive Testing is expanding to meet growing industrial and societal needs. This is particularly the case with regard to safety of structures, sustainable development and issues associated with energy transitions. Industrie of future will have to manufactured products with advanced materials in compliance with economic, ecological, safety and quality requirements. France has historically been a leader in the field of NDTE thanks to its dynamism in high technology sectors such as nuclear, aeronautics and aerospace. The certification organization established by COFREND operates efficiently and allows to train competent and internationally recognized experts on many NDT methods. Paradoxically, until recently, there was little training at the bachelor level and almost no training at the master's or engineer level to train NDTE specialists. Most people currently working in the industry, with the exception of a few PhDs, are required to learn by doing. Given the growing needs for NDTE and the age pyramid of current experts, French higher education must propose in the short term a national framework for NDTE training to cover all needs at the risk of losing its skills. The University of Le Mans with its ECND Academy and the National Institute of Applied Sciences (INSA) have joined forces to create a training offer dedicated to the NDTE. This organization could be extended to other French universities and French School of Engineering to build in collaboration with COFREND, a high-performance national network dedicated to NDTE training.

Taking advantage of the specificities and skills of each institution, this network should build and consolidate bridges with the other lifelong learning, e-learning, certification, research and industry. The ambition of French academic teachers and researchers in NDTE is to develop a strong and high level skills network facilitating technology transfer from experimental platforms with innovative pilot lines.
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