Keywords: 

Territorial ecology: an emerging French research field that gathers urbanists, economists, historians and environmental sciences who want to question territorial metabolism as much as their spatiotemporal determinants. Territorial ecology is "considered in a spatial context and that takes into account the stakeholders and, more generally, the agents involved in material flows, questions their management methods and considers the economic and social consequences of these flows" (from Barles 2010) . It thus aims, from a historical perspective, to characterise local socio-ecological regimes, the expression of which is territorial metabolism here conceived as the product of the intertwining of natural (or physical) processes, including in particular natural cycles such as those of water, carbon, nitrogen, etc., and of techniques stemming from human societies.