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IMMIGRANT FOOD ENTREPRENEURS: THE RESILIENT GROUP THAT ENHANCES THE SOCIAL IDENTITY OF IMMIGRANT COMMUNITIES IN FLORIDA

Introduction

Small businesses, described as the "lifeblood" of the U.S. economy, contribute significantly, generating two-thirds of new jobs and 44% of economic activity. Immigrant-owned businesses, comprising 13.2%, outpace U.S.-born counterparts at 1.8%, with notable success in categories with sales over $500,000. Florida ranks fifth in the nation for dependence on immigrant entrepreneurs, according to surveys from 2007 and 2020. Immigrants have high-risk tolerance that aids their success in complex business environments. Understanding their choice to enter the food sector sheds light on U.S. entrepreneurship, revealing traits like self-selection influencing their risk-taking in private ventures. Neighborhoods and immigrant enclaves also support self-employment and social networks among immigrants.

Research questions

•Why invest in grocery stores and food trucks?

•How do they meet entrepreneurial challenges and succeed in their businesses?

•How do they maintain family and community relationships? 

Methods

Theoretical Framework

• Explanatory single case study

• Referral sampling for 14 semi-structured interviews

• Qualitative data analysis by coding (NVIVO) and using content analysis for the interviews • Localization of Immigrant Enclaves and Ethnic grocery stores (GIS)

Participant characteristics (N=14)

Ethnic grocery stores and immigrant enclaves in Florida 

Results OF THEMATIC ANALYSIS Conclusions

The entrepreneurial motivations of immigrant entrepreneurs in Florida are the desire to serve the community, the pride in sharing their cultures and cuisines, and financial freedom and selfemployment

Immigrant entrepreneurs make personal sacrifices and overcome logistical obstacles to build their ENDURANCE and DETERMINATION Immigrant food entrepreneurs in Florida place significant value on their relationships with their families.

They establish personal connections with their customers, offering a sense of familiarity and a personal touch that customers appreciate

Challenges Number of food businesses

Non-support from the cities 7

Shortages or out-of-stock situations 6

Lack of available workforce 3

Understanding and complying with regulations 3

Building clientele 8

Financial constraints and importation process 5

Table 1. Main Challenges of small food businesses

This research delves into the significant role immigrant-owned businesses play in the U.S. economy, focusing on Florida's diverse food system. It explores the strategies, challenges, and relationships of immigrant food entrepreneurs. These entrepreneurs exhibit determination, adaptability, and diverse aspirations, aiming for success through strategic product ordering and financial goals. Challenges faced include city requirements, inventory issues, and financial constraints. Despite these hurdles, they display resilience, continuously improving their businesses by diversifying offerings and engaging with the community. Family involvement is pivotal, providing support in operations and finance. Immigrant entrepreneurs prioritize community relationships, fostering connections with customers and supporting local causes. The research underscores their resilience and emphasizes the need for support systems to empower these entrepreneurs and integrate them into the local food economy.

ABSTRACT

• The several reasons why immigrants run grocery stores and food trucks in Florida are based on love and passion for food business, financial freedom, and family legacy. They want to promote their culture and get connected with their community. • The motivations revolve around the idea of entrepreneurial independence and the desire to have control over their time. • They develop the personal resilience through entrepreneurial challenges by believing in whatever they do, they y strive to be the best and achieve even greater success than what they have already attained. • Immigrant food entrepreneurs display remarkable determination, endurance, and adaptability in overcoming obstacles. • Despite the challenges, these immigrant entrepreneurs demonstrate a relentless pursuit of improvement and a belief in achieving greater success. • They place significant value on their relationships with their families and communities.

• They establish personal connections with their customers, offering a sense of familiarity and a personal touch that customers appreciate.
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