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The Hidden Ones




Origins of BANG

What’s in a name?

* Bangime (lsolate)
[bangi-me] ~ [bangi-j€] ‘endonym for language and ethnicity (sg.)

[banga=ndg] ‘endonym for ethnicity (pl.)’

°* Tommo So (Dogon)
| I-j€] ‘go into hiding, hide oneself’

[banu-nda] ‘hide, conceal (something)’

* Togo Kan (Dogon)
[ban] ‘hidden, furtive, secret’
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Background




Language Isolates

“In the most common view, an isolate is a language with no relatives,
that is, t w sty | jonship with ther language”.




The African Paradox

* Highest levels of human genetic
diversity (Tishkoff 2009)

* Linguistic lack of diversity (however,
see Guldemann 2018)

* Few Isolates (Campbell 2017)

* Bangime 1/4-8 "uncontroversial”
African language isolates (cf. Blench
2017)
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(Dimmendaal 2008: 845)



Niger-Congo ¥ /J/ Ethnolodue
' Languages of the World

Ethnologue

Niger-Congo

* Bantu Expansion

* Mande Expansion (Brooks 1993)

Niger-Congo (1553)
-}~ Atlantic-Congo (1454)

- Bantoid (702)

- Mande (75)

(Eberhard, Simons, and Fennig (eds.) 2022)
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Mande languages In West Africa

BANJUL-
R At ® A - 7™, BAMAKO

@ -
@BISSAU :

A s
- '®. “
@CONAKRY

S, Kamt

f/é
FREETOWN
[_.:} Vvate )
@
@.

s YAMOUSSOUKRO

[

~MONROVIA
(s}
0.

© Abidjan r
Yopougon ‘fb""?»

Map created with LingTypology R-Package (Moroz 2@OX14?)

iflet | Map data: © OpenStreetMay

Coordinates and classification from Glottolog and Dogon and Bangime Linguistics Project

OXUta's

Koté @e"’

contributors, SHTM | Map style: @ OpenToj

* Mande-speaking traders

* Mande-speaking warriors

@‘ “Ha
- Ogbomosho
Wo'e ‘

& Ibadan

']

Lagos \t
1

p|

uwermu A
| 200 km P
{ 100 m U

)oMap (CC-BY-SA)



Dogon Reclusion
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Words for WOOD in Soninke and related Bozo languages

Methods



Example: Concept ANIMAL

Loanwords

FAMILY LANGUAGE VALUE TOKENS COGID COGIDS BORID
Atlantic  Fula da:ba d aab a 900 5270 29
Songhay TondiKinni da:ba d *a®ab la 2896 5426 29
Mande  Soninke da:ba d *a®ab la 2902 30 29
Dogon  BankanTey da:ba-m d®a®ab ta+m 1060 48|49 29
Dogon  BenTey ars€:-m  larslgde + m 1089 5649 0
Dogon YandaDom azege lar ~1lg gle 1089 56 0
Dogon  Bunoge kdmb?d °9 nbip 1170 486 40
Mande  BozoTieme kono"bo °y g np 19 3030 55 40

Isolate  Bangime  jiribg i%ir%+ble 2434 4904 4905 0

14



Outline of the Presentation

* Preliminary Results

* Qutlook

i
o,
J\,.‘ 14?(

&
e

15



Linguistic Affiliations

by COGID

BankanTey
N

BenTey
ToroTegu

TomoKan

TogoKan .

Gourou -__
Jamsay

PergeTegu

YornoSo

ToroSo ~

TommoSo

DonnoSo

Bangime

Fula

anga

Soninke
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Linguistic Affiliations
by COGIDS
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Linguistic Affiliations by BORID
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Genetic Admixture

(Babiker et al. 2020)
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Job Alert!

Post-doctoral position

* 1-2 years

* |nvestigate ancestry of language isolate Bangime and
settlement patterns of Bangande

* Collaborate with interdisciplinary researchers

* Discover new Insights in West African history
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Gana nara ! Thank you! Merci!
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