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The Hidden Ones 

2 



Origins of BANG 
What’s in a name? 

• Bangime (Isolate) 

[báŋɡí-mɛ̀] ~ [báŋɡí-jɛ̀] ‘endonym for language and ethnicity (sg.)’ 

[bàŋɡà=ndɛ́] ‘endonym for ethnicity (pl.)’ 

• Tommo So (Dogon) 

[bààŋí-jɛ́] ‘go into hiding, hide oneself’ 

[bàŋú-ndá] ‘hide, conceal (something)’ 

• Togo Kan (Dogon) 

[báŋ] ‘hidden, furtive, secret’ 
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Unlocking the Secrets 
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Outline of the Presentation 

• Introduction 
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Background 
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Language Isolates 
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(Campbell 2017, p. 16) 

“In the most common view, an isolate is a language with no relatives, 

that is, that has no demonstrable genetic relationship with any other language”.  



The African Paradox 

• Highest levels of human genetic 
diversity (Tishkoff 2009) 

• Linguistic lack of diversity (however, 
see Güldemann 2018) 

• Few isolates (Campbell 2017) 

• Bangime 1/4-8 “uncontroversial” 
African language isolates (cf. Blench 
2017) 
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(Dimmendaal 2008: 845) 



Niger-Congo 

• Bantu Expansion 

• Mande Expansion (Brooks 1993) 
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(Eberhard, Simons, and Fennig (eds.) 2022) 



Mande languages in West Africa 

10 

• Mande-speaking traders 

• Mande-speaking warriors 

Map created with LingTypology R-Package (Moroz 2017) 

Coordinates and classification from Glottolog and Dogon and Bangime Linguistics Project 



Dogon Reclusion 
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(Vydrin 2009) 

Sangha 

Bangande 
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Methods 
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Words for WOOD in Soninke and related Bozo languages 

DNA Alignment Sequences 



Example: Concept ANIMAL 
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FAMILY LANGUAGE VALUE TOKENS COGID COGIDS BORID 

Atlantic Fula da:ba d  a  a  b  a 900 5270 29 

Songhay TondiKinni dá:bà d ⁵a ⁵a b ¹a 2896 5426 29 

Mande Soninke dá:bà d ⁵a ⁵a b ¹a 2902 30 29 

Dogon BankanTey dá:bà-m d ⁵a ⁵a b ¹a + m 1060 48 49 29 

Dogon BenTey àrsɛ̌:-m ¹a r s ¹ɛ ⁵ɛ  +  m 1089 56 49 0 

Dogon YandaDom àzɛ̀gɛ̀ ¹a r z ¹ɛ ɡ ¹ɛ 1089 56 0 

Dogon Bunoge kɔ́mbɔ̀ k ⁵ɔ     ⁿb ¹ɔ 1170 486 40 

Mande BozoTieme koⁿoⁿbo k ⁵ɔ ⁵ɔ ⁿb ¹ɔ 3030 55 40 

Isolate Bangime jíríbɛ̀ j ⁵i r ⁵i + b ¹ɛ 2434 4904 4905 0 

(Hantgan, Babiker, and List 2022; Hantgan et al. in prep) 

Loanwords Cognates 

Partial  
Cognates 
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Linguistic Affiliations  

by COGID 
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Dogon 

Songhay 

Bangime 

Mande 
Fula 

(Hantgan and List 2018) 
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Linguistic Affiliations  

by COGIDS 

Dogon 

Mande 

Fula Songhay 

Bangime 



Linguistic Affiliations by BORID 
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  Bangime                                                   Mande 



Genetic Admixture  
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(Babiker et al. 2020) 
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Job Alert! 
Post-doctoral position 

• 1-2 years 

• Investigate ancestry of language isolate Bangime and 
settlement patterns of Bangande 

• Collaborate with interdisciplinary researchers 

• Discover new insights in West African history 
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Gàŋà ŋárá ! Thank you!  Merci ! 
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