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Camille SIMON - Verb endings related to the expression of general truth in Amdo Tibetan

1. Corpus
2. “General truth”

2.1. Definition: general truth, habitual and stative
2.1.1. Habitual:

« [Habituals] describe a situation which is characteristic of an extended period of time, so
extended in fact that the situation referred to is viewed not as an incidental property of
the moment but, precisely, as a characteristic feature of a whole period. » (Comrie 1976:
27-28, emphasis added)

(1)a. English (Croft 2012: 148) (1)b. English (Croft 2012: 114)
I eat dairy products (every day). Owls hunt at night.

(2)a. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
. *". . . . . . . . . . V.. 'ﬂ.\/'ﬁ_\‘
SR A S ST L S AGA LA RN
ta tonzak hdza-pa  "ga-wa  nan-a ta ta tontwa Mt'ak-konare-ja
DISC autumn.end eight-ORD nine-ORD inside-DAT TOP DISC harvest grind-IPV.FACT-DISC
‘In the end of autumn, during the 8th or 9th month, [we] grind the harvest.”

(2)b. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
& Xy g Ry &R ALy
hdza-sok-ka Nda mana sa-ka-ja
Chinese-Salar-ERG DEM many eat.GENER.SENS-DISC
‘Chinese and Salar people eat a lot of that !

2.1.2. Stative:
E.g. (3) ‘I eat dairy products.’
a. ‘l eat dairy products (I am not allergic to them)’ = Permanent state = generic, general truth
b. ‘Il eat dairy products (every day)’ = habitual
(Croft 2012: 148)

(4) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
~. - QA A
A AR N PHAOATN FRR O T RRANAERIRA
ta 'tonzak "dza-pa  "ga-wa  nan-a ta ta tontga “t"ak-konare-ja
DISC autumn.end eight-ORD nine-ORD inside-DAT TOP DISC harvest grind-1PV.FACT-DISC
‘In the end of autumn, during the 8th or 9th month, [we usually] grind the harvest.” (habit)
‘In the end of autumn, during the 8th or 9th month, the harvest is grinded.” (Permanent property)

2.1.3. Generic statement or general truth;
Generic statement or general truth:
(1) A predication applied to a non-specific topic, i.e. a statement about a whole class of entities
And/Or:
(2) A statement considered valid at any past, present, or future time, in other words, a tenseless
statement
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(5) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
5 3“3’«' AFYA -~ R FR_Ax WA %
ta  osi hdza-pa  "ga-wa nan-a Vian-i ta  janjy te
DISC 1.PL.ERG eight-ORD nine-ORD inside-DAT take.Pv-CONV TOP potatoe DEM
‘The potatoes we harvest during the 8th or 9th month,
0 FRNT R q‘s‘m'_q' q WRYE P\ q'qr\'_zﬁ’_tm
ta sana nan Vtsi-na ta janjy te  kwa-ka-ja
DISC pot inside cook-COND  TOP potatoe DEM burst.open-GENER.SENS-DISC

When you cook [them] in a pot, these potatoes burst open.’

2.2. Verb endings used to express a general truth in (Xunhua) Amdo-Tibetan

Table 1: Verb endings attested in general truth statements

(6)a. (6)b. (6)c. (6)d. (6)e. (6)f.
V33 VA VAR | vASE | VAT | vogRy
V-nare V-ka V-kare V-koka V-konare V-dzare

(6)a.  Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

XS S . as
B ARER LNy e I_§35|
s tapmu  Mpan-a "watf’a ser-nare
water first.GEN name-DAT white.watering say-GENER.FACT

"

‘The first irrigation is called “white watering”.

(6)b. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

AN aar  aa N N ~_. &~
gr_a SRS COVE R = L35 3=x_q.
than-a F3ak-ko-no ti ™nan-a "dot"en ser-ka-mo

ground-DAT  put-IPV.NML.DF  DEM.GEN name-DAT threshold.stone say-GENER.SENS-DISC

"

‘That, what is put on the ground, is called “threshold stone”.

(6)c.  Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

N oA FENEN
ALY EENR RS
stewo-ra ser-kare
basket-too say-GENER.FACT.SHAR

"

‘It is also called “a basket”.

(6)d. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

. S, 8. Vel Ny Ner QNS \'g' S
A - &N as At e i\ & AN
ta ta-ka atfi ji ser-koka kets"e-ka
DISC DEM-ERG  1PL.ERG oil say-IPV.SENS.PHAT ketse-ERG

‘Well, (the product made) of that, we call it “oil”, of ketse’

(6)e. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

= S Az oac.
g4 E R ESE
Feawo ser-konara
chicken say-IPV.FACT.PHAT

”r

‘[these] are called “chicken”.
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(6)f.  Amdo-Tibetan, Rebkong 2017

(7)b. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

Q. N a a ~. A A BN . N =
pmA Qgq ap  Rgw Fxoa® R g SpmA 3§34 5 ar ﬁi‘ 5 ﬁ';" q%. Tar g\q. ‘?ﬁ'—‘““" ay g
manak"an jana mana tice kor-s"o Nda  ™pan-a  manak"an ser-dzare ta asi kore ta kore MNda ji te hesen-li Vzi-na ta
manikhang TOP mani such turn-NML.LOC.DF  DEM name-DAT manikhang say-FUT.FACT DISC 1PL.ERG bread TOP bread DEM oil DEM.DAT penetrate-CONV eat-COND TOP
‘As for the manikhang, the place where people turn the prayer wheel is called “manikhang”.’ h) ﬁ{“"ﬁ“"-%ﬂ' a“'-i"\'['-‘&]

ta  'noni-tfak  fam-ka-ja

3. General truth: evidential and aspectual distinctions DisC really-INDF be.tasty -GENER.SENS-DISC

3.1. General truth and evidentiality ‘Well, the bread, if we eat the bread moistened with oil, well, this is really tasty !’
Table 2. aspectual and evidential values of the six verb endings used in general truth statements
imperfective/ (8) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
S—— generic, factual, i fri factual imperfective/ imperfective/ g5 _Bx A SR Sar s TR Sar - NaAy
eneric, ractua rogressive, re, ractua - - -
4 I Y shared knowledge e v utu Y generic, sensory??? | progressive, sensory A 5 A T34 5 34 4 ARE
factual ha-ts"ar-ti ta tshakesak nama ts'akesak far-joka
as aa AN A ~ a AN e . . .
V-334| V-A34 V- &R §34| V-@“\Y VA V-S43 remove-finish-when TOP a.bit sun  a.bit shine -PERF.SENS.PHAT
‘When [women] have removed [the dung] the sun is a bit, up, a bit
V-nare V-kare V-konare V-dzare V-ka V-koka A & N . a N o o~ a
5 R NE Ay vga 3y 2 x Ay A5y
_ h N h - _ N,
3.1.1. Differenciated access to general truth? ta s?twon ka  s'aff'a Vda s aHa f'e I.(a re-ra X da meka
DISC Sichuan-GEN place DEM region be.big-GENER.SENS.PHAT mountain-COM DEM NEG.EXIST.SENS.PHAT
“Most (but not all) stative clauses are marked as direct evidence (IPFV.DE) -ka regardless Well, this Sichuan place is a vast region, right ? There are no mountains, and so.’
of the identity of the subject or how the speaker knows the information.” (Tribur 2017:
391, emphasis added) Table 4: Evidential marking in general truth statements
in stati veh | yvA | VASE | vagRy | VAR | vATRRRY | VAR
Table 3: Occurrences of -ka and -nare in stative events endings
V-EI V-%iﬂ 8 V-ka V-koka V-dzare V-nare V-konare V-kare
TOTAL Number of
V-ka V-nare 67 31 13 7 5 4
occurrences
Stative verbs 12 2 14 - -
bt Evidential SENSORY (98) FACTUAL (29)
VAT go ‘must’ 18 2 20 value
5 v
V-39 tfhok ‘to be fine’ 11 1 12
- 3.1.2. Sensory-factual alternation as a discourse strategy?
V-%% nen ‘to be fine’ 1 1
N (9) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
VY thap ‘can’ 1 1 T e TR Y T - P o 5
= Py yoO8% RRAMRR[Y A &AT SHR-AGR-G &4
V-33Y Mdo ‘want’ (endopathic) | 4 (+1 -T%57)) 5 ta  "nema tan-koti ta  tf'a-sak tan-tan-na t'ok-ka
TOTAL 47 (+1) 5 53 DISC ear LIGHTV-IPv-when TOP water-INDF LIGHTV-AUX-COND be.ok-GENER.SENS
(wife): When the ears appear, you can irrigate.
But i don’t think that it means that the evidential value of these morphemes are neutralised. First, [N ﬂﬂ%’_ﬁﬁk\!;ﬁ ?\ §& RAN_ABAE ﬂ!}&’_ﬁﬁ&'_%’&‘iﬁ'q‘
there is still a formal opposition of the two verb endings. Examples in (7) shows a parallel use of the santf'a ton-go-ka te nampap-tan-na  tan-go-namara
stative verb ‘to be tasty’, first with the factual form -nare and then with the sensory -ka. So, if the two purif.water LIGHTV-GENER.SENS but rain fall-AUX-COND LIGHTV-must-NEG.GENER.FACT-PHAT
morphemes don’t oppose on an evidential value, we must find another functional and semantic You have to do the “purification watering”.” (husband): ‘But if it rains, you don’t need to.’
motivation.

(10) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

(7)a. Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

a a8 QN N &
RSP O W R O [N S
wan & ax e qﬁ,_a. AN ARy W a”—%'iﬂ -4 ATERITA vh ol a
Y L v ) v . *tfak-ka sa-koka-pa ama k"are-ka sa-ka
har-nan ts*ar-nan Jji "go-ka 3ak-i zi-na  jan fam-nare one-ERG eat-IPV.SENS-DISC mother alone-ERG  manger.GENER.SENS

away-inside inward-inside oil be.covered-CONV CAUS-CONV eat-COND too be.tasty-GENER.FACT

(wife): ‘One eats. Mother alone eats (i.e. stays at home and lives on the harvest).’
‘If you cover [it] with oil and eat [it] with oil on both sides, it is tasty too.”
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g PR e AT _A| avar PBAF_Fsr 3 U572
dza *tfak-a aje *Yako-ka  ama *Yako-ka  sa-konare
month one-DAT grand.mother alone-ERG mother alone-ERG eat-IPV.FACT

(husband): ‘During one month (every year), only the grandma, only the mother eats.’

(10) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

G T A AREE T
ta  khut"ok-a Vzak-na  “do-na K'ut'ok-a Vzak-na  tf"'ok-ka

bon steam.cooker-DAT put-COND want-COND steam.cooker-DAT put-COND be.ok-GENER.SENS.PHAT
(wife): ‘Well, if you want to put [it] in a steam cooker, you can.’

[Ny F, AN F, QN
= qan»s'«' AN A ARG A q&'%’k\r A &R A|
kore xhantsi li-konare xhantsi li-koka

bread steamed LIGHTV-IPV.FACT steamed LIGHTV-IPV.SENS

(husband): ‘You make steamed bread.’ (wife): ‘You make steamed bread.’

3.2. General truth and stative / dynamic distinction
3.2.1. Imperfective/stative -ka with dynamic events

« For activity or process verbs [...] [VP followed by the morpheme -ka] has a habitual
interpretation. » (Tribur 2019: 393) - ‘herders eat meat’

10 occurrences of -ka with [+dynamic] verbs :
® ‘to shear (sheep)’ ® ‘to prepare food’ ® ‘to weed (a field)’ ¢ ‘to water (a field)’ o
® ‘to thresh the grain’ e ‘to eat food’ ¢ ‘to burst open (when you overcook a potatoe)’ e

(13) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

qmﬁa‘ arm q?aﬁ'_q&\r § SGREGA IN_RHR_AN %’E‘Nx
fafan  lak"a  fon-i ta npampam ei-tan-ni taka
harrow on ride-CONV TOP even LIGHTV-AUX-CONV  like.that
[You/we] make (the field) even, on a harrow, and
[...] & ‘&"-EW

jarma jar-ka

weed weed-GENER.SENS
[...] [you/we] weed (the fields).”

(14) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

y e T4 AR AR ) [...]

ta  "“go-a hdon-ka-pe Ngo-a hdon-tan-i ta

DIsC  head-DAT hit-GENER.SENS-DISC head-DAT hit-AUX-CONV  TOP

‘Then, [you/we] thresh [the grain]. After you have threshed it, [..]
Q, & ~ a

SR 5§ W < 5 TR

Nda  kam-i ta pama *som Y32  ta Nda  "kam-go-ka

grain dry-CONV TOP day three four TOP grain  dry-must-GENER.SENS

[you/we] dry the grain, and, [you/we] must dry the grain three or four days.’
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(15) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

5 3"3’&\1‘ s T amA RN P— ;\

ta oz fdza-pa  "ga-wa nan-a Vian-i ta  janjy te

DISC 1.PL.ERG eight-ORD nine-ORD  inside-DAT take.PFV-CONV top potatoe DEM
‘The potatoes we harvest during the 8th or 9th month,

SR S5 N qgar_ﬁ' q WRYA 2\ qqﬁ'_a“]'_ug

ta sagwa nan Ftsi-na ta janjy te  kwa-ka-ja

DISC pot inside cook-COND  TOP potatoe DEM burst.open-GENER.SENS-DISC

When you cook [them] in a pot, these potatoes burst open.’

3.2.2. Progressive/dynamic imperfective -konare and -koka in general truth statements

Table 5. Number of occurrence of -koka and -konare in the corpus

Sensory Factual

Imperfective
progressive???

V-ET&'\’E] V-koka V-“A'[%‘\%i'ﬂ V-konare

Number of occurrences 31 5

(16) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
=} 9§ By 5 98F g weiEgd
tfa te hane k'u-tika ta ta wats"a ta lan-koka

tea DEM all boil-when TOP DISC man-PL TOP get.up-IPV.SENS
‘When the tea boils, etc., well, the men get up / are getting up.’

(17) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

¥ W] 5 3 2y q‘q"_ﬁ:_q«'

hname Jjan ta te re V3o-tan-i

early.morning again DISC DEM EQU.FACT milk-AUX-CONV

In the early morning, again it is like this: [women] milk, and

ﬁa’_ﬁ«r 5 EES ase_A g B mN‘_@N'ﬁN‘

jon-ni ta sama li-ka-pe sama li-tika

come-CONV TOP food do-GENER.SENS-DISC ~ food do-when

[they come (back), [they] prepare the meal. When [they] prepare the meal,
~ Qs a P AN A

qE_EN AN _A| AT ARSI EEW AN A% A)

watsha-tfli li-kameka wame-f'i sama li-koka

man-PL.ERG do-NEG.IPV.SENS woman-PL.ERG food do-IPV.SENS

Men don’t do / are not doing [it]. = Women prepare / are preparing the meals.’

(18) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

~_. x ~

[/I_E g AR _RE [...]

wame-tf'o hnase  lan-i

woman-pL early  get.up-CONV

‘Women get up early, and

@'Q' 5’%‘ x;'_ﬁm' x&'_&‘]u' q%’gk\r RS
hfawa hane ran-ka ran-ka Ndagi Fti-ji

dung all self-ErRG self-ERG like.this  collect-conv

[they] collect all the dungs by themselves, like this, and
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ARN_ARR AN ¥ wxa R URAy
NAERVAS = - -AH993
Fti-tan-i hriwo  har-a ha-koka
collect-AUX-CONV all away-DAT remove-IPV.SENS.PHAT

once [they] have collected [them], [they] remove / are removing all of them.’

3.2.3. Discourse strategies related to aspectuality?

(19) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

a a, ~ a
AN _|A yqar oY AR ENE 5
"masha-ka sanma Nda Ftap-na tf'ok-ka ta
lower.places-ERG  pea DEM plant-COND  be.ok-GENER.SENS  but

‘In lower places, you can plant these peas, but
(lit. Lower places can plant these peas, but)

[N g

wx_3 =1 I F_NR_FN

jar-a kon-ka xzak  tf'e-son-ni

high-DAT higher.part-GeN  body  be.big-Aux-cONV

pNd Q. A Qs e

al i o EAREy

Ngo sanma Nda thok-kameka-ja

head pea DEM can.carry-NEG.IPV.SENS-DISC

the stems grow high, and the top can’t bear the peas (because the stems are too high).’

(20) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014

X ez x- T X . o o
AR wy_q X qEE A YN RGN
hgonmo jan-na-ra watsha-fo  ta  thata Vzon-i
evening EQU-COND-COM man-PL TOP motorbike  ride-cONv

. P B2y . . PN

N RRA A AR RIS ek

ta  fanthok-ra ta  'dzont'ok te ta  Ndzo-kara

DISC county.seat-COM pisc  district DEM.DAT DISC gO-GENER.SHAR

In the evening, too, men go by motorbike to the county seat and the district there, you know

a.a o ~ a P -

A B ECE LI B G 5 A A

taka fehar-a  jon-tika ta nan-a thon-i k"o

like.that back-DAT come-when TOP inside-DAT arrive-CONV 3SG

And when [he] comes back, once he has arrived at home

FEJ gmmR gER L I I ﬁm'_qqq’uﬁﬁ'ﬁ
hgamo-ka t'apk'an nan-a ne-sak  Vzak-i tfa-sak  "ku-Y30kka
wife-ERG  kitchen inside-DAT fire-INDF LIGHTV-CONV tea-INDF boil-AUX.PERF.SENS
his wife has made a fire in the kitchen, and [she] has put a tea to boil.

REAw & agww g® § X

hgapo-ka tfa "“t"on-a Mdok-dzo  ta re ta

man-eRG tea drink-DAT stay-NML.DF DEM EQU.FACT DISC

The man [only] has to drink tea.

T OEE Neaw R ATl R mevs )

ta "gamo-ka s'on-i  nor  "“dok-koka nor Ftak-na te
DISC wife-PL  go-CONV cattle tie.up-IPV.SENS cattle tie.up-COND  DEM
Their wives go, and [they] tie up the cattle [when they] tie up the cattle,
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wita wita tfetf'on tfetf'on “dok-koka tf'ewo tf'ewo tf'ono tf'ono
calf calf size size tie.up-IPV.SENS.DISC  big big small small

[they] tie up the calves size by size.

The big [with] the big, the small [with] the small.’

4. Other verb endings in general truth statements

4.1. V-935/ General truth + shared knowledge

(21)

Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
& 3N &g 5w aRuefieg &y
tf'a hdak-kare-mo ena ta-ka nan-a Feche "dep-kare-mo ena

water pour-GENER.SHAR-DISC ~ PHAT DEM-GEN inside-DAT flour LIGHTV-GENER.SHAR-DISC PHAT
‘You pour water, you know ? Right ? Inside, you add the flour, you know ? Right ?’

4.2. V—g,"'f‘?/ General truth + modal (deontic) meaning

(22)

Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
. . . Y . Av . o . . o g o
R N Jage Igieg
tfak  nan-a sek-dza  Mda namakon  sa-dzare
iron  inside-DAT grill-NML DEM noon eat-FUT.FACT.PHAT

eat-NML EQU.FACT.PHAT
The one [kind of breaad] that is grill in a pan, [people] eat it for lunch
is the one eaten for lunch

Py . o, XTxy X .
MR gRRSN B\ AN T.g% 254
kore  xantsi ta hpame sa-dzo re-wa
bread steamed DEM early.morning eat-NML.DF EQU.FACT-PHAT
The steamed bread is the one eaten in the morning, right ?
. o - . a. Py
A AR = R-g 3 _-9
ta hgonmo  t'akpa  “thon-dza ta re-wa
DISC  evening noodles drink-nmL DEM EQU.FACT-PHAT

And what we eat at night is noodle, right ?

(23) Amdo-Tibetan, Xunhua (Bismdo) 2014
A. - R . . . o . . . . . N e
) 53 L FRN_EX_AN TEVAN F A WRYN A _g A4 L]
ta hane tshanma Vian-ts'ar-i *33k-ni ta ta Jjanjy len-dzare-ja
DEM all all take-AUX-CONV back-ABL DISCDISC  potatoe take-FUT.FACT-DISC

‘Once you have harvested everything, after that, well, you should harvest potatoes.
K7 . - .. . 2y BN . e -

ey orgT AN g AggRey

Jjanjy ta at'ak-ka  *39k-ka len-dzare-ja

potatoe TOP  LIGHTV-ERG back-erg take-FUT.FACT-DISC

The potatoes are harvested / should be harvested at last.”
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(24)  Amdo-Tibetan, Rebkong 2017
. Nra D Som Xx NE S S~ - 3 <2
@A Raq aF v Froak g1 EHES 3 g3q|
manak"an jana mana tice kor-s"o Nda  ™nan-a manakhan ser-dzare

manikhang ToP mani such turn-NML.LOC.DEF DEM name-DAT manikhang say-FUT.FACT
‘As for the manikhang, the place where people turn the prayer wheel is called / is what

”r

should be called “manikhang”.
5. Conclusions

Abbreviations:

1: first person; AUX: aspectual auxiliary verb; cAuUs: causative; COND: conditional; CONV: converb; DAT:
dative; DEM: demonstrative; DF: definite; DIsC: discourse marker; EQU: equative copula; ERG: ergative-
instrumental; EXIST: existential copula; FACT: factual; FUT: future; GEN: genitive; GENER: generic; INDF:
indefinite; 1Pv: imperfective; LIGHTV: light verb; Loc: locative; NEG: negative; NML: nominaliser; ORD:
ordinal; PERF: perfect; PHAT: phatic; PL: plural; Pv: perfective; SENS: sensory; SHAR: shared knowledge;
TOP: topic marker
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