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Eynan spring/Ain Mallaha: A common thread linking the past and the present

The Eynan spring/Ain Mallaha, located just a few dozen metres from the prehistoric site, offered its ancient inhabitants an ideal place to live. The spring, together with the nearby Lake Houleh and the surrounding marshland (now no longer exis-
ting), comprised an exceptionally heterogenous ecosystem, which provided optimal conditions to support long-term sedentary settlement. The spring has continued to be a life source in the valley throughout antiquity and into recent history and
the present day. As late as the 19th century it still fed a flour mill used by local villagers, and today its deep underground source is tapped by the Mekorot company located at the site to supply water to a large part of the north of the modern
state. It was during the construction of the Mekorot facility of Eynan in 1954 that the prehistoric site was discovered, thanks fto the vigilance of Amnon Assaf (founder of the Upper Galilee Museum of Prehistory at Kibbutz Ma'ayan Baruch). At
that time, the archaeologist Jean Perrot (founder of the French Research Center in Jerusalem, CRFJ) was commissioned by the Israel Antiquities Department to carry out a preliminary survey, which then evolved into a decades-long excavation
project, in the wake of a series of important discoveries made at the site by Perrot. This was the start of a long Franco-Israeli collaboration, which continues to the present day. Two series of excavation campaigns (1955-1961; 1972-1976), under
the successive direction of Jean Perrot, Monique Lechevallier and Frangois Valla, established the chronology of the prehistoric occupations and uncovered what were then the earliest known examples of stone-built architecture. A third series of
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excavations (1996-2005), under the direction of Frangois Valla and Hamoudi Khalaily, focused on the last centuries of occupation of the site, combined with the pioneering application of fine excavation methods (palethnology) suitable for unravel- S
ling brief snapshots of prehistoric life. In 2022, a new cycle of excavations began under the direction of Fanny Bocquentin and Lior Weissbrod, with the participation of a team of thirty experts in the archaeological sciences. The expedition cur- £T DES AFFAIRES
rently explores new scientific questions and works to retrieve novel insights from previous excavations, with the generous support of the French National Centre for Scientific Research, the Israeli Antiquities Authority, the French Ministry for
Europe and Foreign Affairs, the ARPAMED fondation, the Irene Levi Sala CARE foundation, the CRFJ, and several valued local authorities especially the Eynan facility of Mekorot.
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