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We thank Dr. Boyer and colleagues for their relevant comment regarding recommendations on empiric
antimicrobial treatment of post-surgical brain abscess.[l] We agree that an anti-pseudomonal cephalosporin
(combined with vancomycin or linezolid) may be an equally appropriate choice compared with carbapenems in
settings with a low risk of multi-drug resistant gram-negative organisms. Recommendations in the ESCMID
guideline may be tailored according to country-specific prevalences of multi-drug resistant organisms and

stewardship principles to limit unnecessary use of carbapenems remain important.[2]
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