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Energy and ecological transitions in the Rhone River in the context
of climate change: converging or diverging transitions ?
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INTRODUCTION RESEARCH QUESTIONS
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On the Rhone River, the composition of the installed energy stock is mainly based on hydraulic and In our study, we use the concept of transition as
nuclear energy. While these numerous developments already have strong impacts on the morphology hand on institutional legacies and, on the other, on the actors who drive and support 'transitions' (Aykut, Evrard, 2017).
of the river and its biodiversity, new hydraulic and nuclear energy production projects could take place How the consequences of climate change will impact on the development of the transition project on the Rhone ? Will the
to meet the objective of energy transition. However, a recent study into the evolution of the river in the environmental gains made be affected by the new energy challenges or not ? How can the concept of transition be used to
face of climate change could overturn the way the river is currently managed. discuss and take account of these potentially contradictory issues?
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' ERIALS AND METHODS

* Press analysis with IRaMuTeQ, a lexicometry software
e Study of the documentation from different institutions
 Exploratory and semi-structured interviews with different local stakeholder
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STUDY OF THE PRESS COVERAGE OF THE RHONE TRANSITIONS : FROM GLOBAL TO LOCAL?

Downward hierarchical classification — Reinert method: 87, 32 % of the text segments classified - Temporal evolution of the articles’ quantity on local and national scales
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Study of press articles related to CNR+Hydroelectricity: National coverage of regulatory and economic issues versus
regional coverage of the impacts of future projects

CONCLUSION AND OPENING

The initial results of our study show a cross-section of transition issues raised by the press in the Rhone transition. The consequences of infrastructures on ecosystems are covered to
a larger extent by the local press, and a survey of local stakeholders is planned.
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