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Lifelong studies can unravel how behavioral and life-history patterns emerge in the wild that shape the evolution of species and their adaptation to their environment. Long-term data are essential for understanding the effects of environmental variability and change on populations and in designing conservation efforts.

Long-term studies remain challenging to sustain due to the difficulty of obtaining uninterrupted funding and to technical and logistical challenges. "It is never too late to start a long-term monitoring survey, but it is always too early to stop it".
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