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4,000 manuscripts originating from South-Asia at the BnF

1,900 in Sanskrit, Prakrit, in different scripts : Bengali, 

 Devanagari, Sharada, Grantha, Telinga, etc.

800 in Persian

700 in Tamil

400 in North-Indian Languages : Hindi, Urdu, Marathi, Gujarati, 

Pendjabi, Bengali, etc.

100 in Telugu, Kannada, Malayalam

100 in Sinhala

+ Pali Collection (800 manuscripts from Maritime Asia)

+ Inscriptions from India, Nepal and Cambodia

+ Pelliot Collection (Sanskrit texts from Central Asia)
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1730’s Sending

from the Jesuits

Jean-François Pons

Etienne Le Gac

Jean Calmette

BnF Sanscrit 551, 

Sanskrit Grammar in 

Latin, by Father Pons

BnF Indien 189, Tamil Grammar 

by Father La Lane

BnF Sanscrit 528, Kramadīpikā, by Keśava Ācārya
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18th century

travellers

Anquetil-Duperron

Jean-Baptiste Gentil

Antoine Polier

Augustin Aussant
BnF Indien 722, Gujarati Translation 

of the Ardā Wirāz Nāmag, 

Anquetil coll. 

BnF OD-43, page of an album from 

the Gentil coll.
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19th century

scholars

Eugène Burnouf

Brian Hodgson

Charles d’Ochoa

Abbé Guérin

Edouard Ariel

BnF Sanscrit 463, 

Bhāgavatapurāṇa, 

Burnouf coll. 

BnF Indien 884, Kalpasūtra, 

Ochoa coll.

BnF Indien 869, Bengali paintings 

(bhūtasaṃkhyā), Guérin coll.
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20th century

scholars

Alfred Foucher

Emile Senart

Palmyr Cordier

Paul Pelliot

BnF Sanscrit 974, 

Jyotiṣasaṃgraharatnamālā, 

Foucher coll.

BnF Sanscrit 1558, 

Mantrakalpasaṃgraha, 

Senart coll.

BnF Indien 966, 

Gītakalpataru, 

Cordier coll.
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Catalogues

Antoine Cabaton

Jean Filliozat

1934 : État des manuscrits 

sanscrits, bengalis et 

tibétains de la collection 

Palmyr Cordier

1936 : État des manuscrits de la 

collection Émile Senart

1941 : Catalogue du fonds 

sanscrit. Fascicule I, 

 n° 1 à 165

1970 : Catalogue du fonds 

sanscrit. Fascicule II, 

 n° 166 à 452

1907 : Catalogue sommaire des 
manuscrits sanscrits

1908 : Catalogue sommaire des 
manuscrits pālis

1912 : Catalogue sommaire des 
manuscrits indiens, indo-
chinois & malayo-
polynésiens
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https://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/

https://archivesetmanuscrits.bnf.fr/
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https://gallica.bnf.fr/

https://gallica.bnf.fr/
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« Sanscrit Collection »

1878 call numbers

 1047 digitalized (55 %)

 657 from microfilm

 455 from original

« Indien Collection »

1067 call numbers

 659 digitalized (62 %)

 266 from microfilm

 513 from original

Total

2,945 call numbers

 1,706 digitalized (57 %)

 923 from microfilm

 968 from original

October 2023 datas



jerome.petit@bnf.fr

Thank you!
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