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BACKGROUND

The majority of French people want to die at home: 80% want to die at home, but today, only 26% of French people die at home. Since the early 2000s, the public authorities have been promoting home support by increasing the range of care throughout the country.

QUESTION

What do these patients really ask when they express the wish to return home to live their end of life?

METHODOLOGY

Non-directive research interviews. Textual analysis of all interviews with ALCESTE software.

PARTICIPANTS

13 participants: 7 women (average age = 75.57) -6 men (average age = 68.83).

All study participants were in palliative care and hospitalized at home.

A FEW WORDS ABOUT THIS SOFTWARE

ALCESTE is a French textual data analysis software used in the field of humanities and social sciences and mainly in the field of psychology.

INTEREST

ALCESTE analyzes important corpora. It allows the researcher to better understand the main lines of the collected material by bringing out units of meaning of words between them (their relationships) as well as the main themes that cross the corpora.

ANALYSE

The terms "home", "family", "countryside", "guard" are on the edge of the cloud of words. The main themes concern the links to the family (parents, children, and grandchildren) as well as the links maintained with the caregivers.

As we can see, the disease occupies a significant place in speeches with the words "lady", "immunotherapy", "hard", "month", "disease", "arrange".

The current house and the places belonging to the history of these people support the identities weakened by the disease: "Paris", "Marseille", and the village "Verbiesles".

The present time occupies a significant place, because the situation of the moment mobilizes and imposes many emotional, relational and organizational arrangements. These sick patients invest mainly the present and the past time as a protection.

"Illness", "absence" and "death" are themes present in the interviews, but are often attributed to others: parents or children. Through this projective dynamic, these patients seek to distance themselves from the prospect of their own death.
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The software offers a word cloud with at its center the the most representative word units in speeches. For example : "DAME" concerns some health care workers. 98% of the interviews were analyzed by the software.

The whole text is divided into six classes of the most statistically linked "words units" into speeches.

The researcher will have to identify the theme within each unit.

CONCLUSION

"Home" is not reducible to a place or home. It summons emotional ties still invested by the sick person. These links concern relatives but also significant places belonging to memories or being idealized. The "home" mobilizes people's imagination as well as their aspirations.

Returning home is also a way to protect oneself from illness and death to come. We must therefore not reduce the "home" to the home but allow the persons to find some more resources to cope with the disease.
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