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Supporting family reunification after out-of-home care: the example of a French program called "Placement à domicile"

) 'Family Reunification', The Future of Children 14: 1 pp95-113 1. This program is particularly protective for children and recognized as such by local authorities and

Un retour en famille fortement corrélé :

• A la qualité de l'attachement observée entre le(s) parent(s) et l'enfant • A la stabilité de l'environnement familial, perçu comme un facteur incontournable de protection • Aux ressources parentales identifiées chez les familles • Au niveau d'adhésion du jeune et de la famille à l'accompagnement proposé … Mais plus encore à la manière dont l'institution pense et construit le projet de retour de l'enfant dans sa famille • Un paradoxe : un retour en famille omniprésent mais de l'ordre de l'impensé… • Qui se traduit notamment par une absence de dispositif défini à l'échelle nationale visant à accompagner le retour en famille et par la faiblesse des moyens mobilisés dans la préparation au retour 

Un enjeu majeur autour de la restauration de la fonction parentale

First results

• In context of altering parenthood related to placement, how is reinvestment in parenting (as a predictor of success) praticed with this program ?

• 

•

  The methodology used to conduct this study relied on an ethnographic survey as well as immersion in social services which drive the "home placement program" • One week per month of immersion in services : accompaniment social workers during interventions (approximately 8 families observed) ; • Observation of service meetings and collective actions ; • Semi-structured interviews at the beginning and the end of observations with the family and child(ren). • It is also based on quantitative research : several hundred of children files (selected on the basis of out-of-home care exit) will be studied. The chosen indicators examine : • Pathways towards the end of care • Socioeconomic and individual characteristics

The "placement à domicile" consists in providing a strong parenting support and a specific safety net (on-call 24 hours a day duty and fall-back solution). The child is always in the local authority's care but allowed to live permanently with his birth family in his home. He could be removed immediately from his family without further judge's decision in case of a proven danger.