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Macdonald Operators and Quantum )
Q-Systems for Classical Types e

Philippe Di Francesco and Rinat Kedem

To Nicolai Reshetikhin on his 60th birthday

Abstract We propose solutions of the quantum Q-systems of types By, Cn, Dy
in terms of g-difference operators, generalizing our previous construction for the Q-
system of type A. The difference operators are interpreted as g-Whittaker limits of
discrete time evolutions of Macdonald-van Diejen type operators. We conjecture
that these new operators act as raising and lowering operators for g-Whittaker
functions, which are special cases of graded characters of fusion products of KR-
modules.

1 Introduction

The characters of tensor products of KR-modules of Yangians, quantum affine
algebras, or affine algebras have fermionic formulas, generalizing Bethe’s original
counting formula of the Bethe eigenstates of the Heisenberg spin chain [Bet31].
The fermionic formulas, in the case of KR-modules of Yangians of the classical
Lie algebras g = ABC D, were conjectured by Kirillov and Reshetikin [KR87] and
further generalized in [HKO™99]. They were proved for the case of any simple Lie
algebra g in [AKO7, DFKO8]. In the course of the proof, it becomes clear that there is
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a close connection between solutions of recursion relations known as the Q-systems
and the fermionic formulas.

In [KR87, HKO199], g-analogs of the fermionic characters of tensor products of
KR-modules, or graded characters, are also presented. There are several interpreta-
tions of the grading of these tensor products, which gives rise to these g-analogues,
or graded characters: (1) as linearized energy function for the corresponding
generalized inhomogeneous Heisenberg spin chain, (2) as a charge function for the
crystal limit of the corresponding quantum affine algebra modules, when it exists,
or (3) as the natural grading of the underlying affine algebra [FL99]. The latter
definition was used in [AKO7, DFK14, Lin19] to prove the g-graded fermionic
character formulas. It turns out that there is a close connection between the graded
character formulas and g-deformed versions of Q-systems known as the quantum
Q-systems.

Quantum Q-systems are defined by quantizing [BZO05] the cluster algebraic
[FZ02] structure of the classical Q-systems [Ked08, DFK09]. They are recursion
relations for non-commuting variables {Q, x}, with a running over the Dynkin
labels of g and k € Z.

Graded characters are Weyl-symmetric functions with coefficients in Z [g]. The
relation with the quantum Q-system can be schematically described as follows
(details can be found in [DFK14]). One can construct a linear functional ¢ from
the ordered product of (opposite, with parameter ¢ ') quantum Q-system solutions
QZ’ ¢ to the graded characters of the corresponding tensor product:!

@ 0 =6 [0 ], (1.1)
a.k

where xn(q; X) is the graded character of the tensor product (or fusion product in the
sense of [FL99]) of KR-modules ®,, KR,?QT:"‘, n = {n, } denoting the collection of
tensor powers, and X = (x1, x2, ..., xy). Here, KRy, is a g-module, the restriction
of the KR-module of the (quantum) affine algebra module, which has highest weight
kwgy, k € Z4 and w, being one of the fundamental weights of g. The arrow on top of
the product sign refers to a specific ordering of the terms [DFK14, Lin19], in which
long and short roots play different roles.

Tensoring the tensor product above by an extra factor KRy, corresponds to the
insertion of the factor Q; o on the right in the product inside the functional, if X is
sufficiently large, so that the product remains ordered.

In the case of g = sly we introduced [DFK18, DFK17] a set of g-difference
operators Dy, ;v acting on the space of symmetric functions of x to the right, and
representing the insertion on the right of the factor QZ’ 10 the linear functional of

I'The functional uses only “half-space” solutions Qy  of the quantum Q-system for k € Z., with
a special prescription which amounts to evaluate Q , to 1.
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Eq. (1.1). The following diagram explains the action by difference operators on the
space of symmetric functions:

— " —

Qr
H(QZ,k)"“*k — H(QZk)nak Q1
a,k a,k
—1 Do -1
Xn(q7X) ————> Xnte, (¢ %)

The result is an explicit expression for graded characters as the iterated action of
q-difference operators D, x on the constant 1. The difference operators satisfy the
quantum Q-system. We refer to them as the functional representation of the quantum
Q-system.

In [DFK18], it was observed that the difference operators D, ; for k = 0 are the
t — oo limit of the Macdonald difference operators of type A, of which Macdonald
polynomials form a set of common eigenfunctions. Thus, in [DFK19], we identified
the ¢-deformation of the A type quantum Q-system as the spherical Double Affine
Algebra Hecke (sSDAHA) of type A. This is the algebra which underlies Macdonald
theory [Mac95, Che05].

In the + — oo limit, in which Macdonald polynomials tend to (dual) g-
Whittaker functions with parameter ¢~', we further identified in [DFK18] the
operator representation D, x of the quantum Q-system when k = 1 (resp. k = —1)
as the + — oo limits of the Kirillov-Noumi [KNO99] raising (resp. lowering)
operators. These operators, acting on a Macdonald polynomial indexed by some
Young diagram, have the effect of adding (resp. subtracting) a column of a boxes to
the Young diagram. Equivalently, using the correspondence of the Young diagram A
with a dominant gl -weight, it corresponds to adding or subtracting the fundamental
weight w,.

As a consequence, in the case where all KR-modules in the tensor product are
fundamental modules (n, xy = 0 unless k = 1), the graded characters are identified
as limits of Macdonald polynomials as  — oo or ¢ = 0 upon changing ¢ — ¢,
and can therefore be identified with specialized g-Whittaker functions. See also
[LNST17].

We remark that the above difference operators can be compared to the so-called
minuscule monopole operators representing the Coulomb branches of 4D N = 4
quiver gauge theories [BFN16] in the particular case of the “Jordan quiver” with a
single node, and when the equivariant parameter ¢ is taken to infinity (with the result
of imposing that the representation N is trivial).

It is natural to look for the generalization of the functional representation of the
quantum Q-systems, corresponding to the affine algebras of types BCD. These
are described in terms of the root systems of the finite BC D type. Motivated by



166 P. Di Francesco and R. Kedem

the results in type A, we expect the functional representation of the other type
quantum Q-systems to involve the + — oo limits of the corresponding BC D type
generalized Macdonald operators. In this paper, we present, without proof, a set of
such difference operators. Our main Conjecture 3 is that these operators satisfy the
relevant quantum Q-systems relations.

The construction of the BC D type difference operators is best understood by
thinking of the quantum Q-systems as evolution equations in the discrete time
variable k € Z for the elements Q, k. In type A, from the relation to sDAHA,
we noted in [DFK19] that the discrete time evolution k — k + 1 is given by the
adjoint action of a generator of the SLy(Z) symmetry of DAHA. The latter is also
expressed as the adjoint action of the “Gaussian” function y ~! of the variables x,
where

N Log(x;)

y =y (x) = e~=1 Moel), (1.2)

and such that D, j41 o y’lDa,ky.

The aim of the present paper is to present constructions of difference operator
solutions to the quantum Q-systems of types BC D, such that they coincide, at
k = 0, with the + — oo limit of suitable Macdonald operators, and which
have raising/lowering properties at k = =1. To this end, we first identify the
t — oo limits of suitable Macdonald-type operators in types BC D by use of
works of Macdonald and van Diejen [MacO1, vD95, vDEI11]. Next, we construct
their time evolution, by a suitable Gaussian conjugation. Our main result is the
Conjectures 3 and 5.1 stating that (1) these operators obey a renormalized version
of the quantum Q-systems in types BC D and (2) the operators at times k = £1 act
as raising/lowering operators on the corresponding g-Whittaker functions.

2  Q-Systems and Quantum Q-Systems

2.1 Weights and Roots

Let g be a Lie algebra of classical type, g € {Ay—_1, Dy, By, Cn}. For each of
these, we list in Table 1 the standard data of fundamental weights w,, the simple
roots «,, and the conditions on the non-increasing sequence A = (A1 > Ay > --- >
An) corresponding to dominant weights ) ngw, = ) ; Aie; (ng € Zy). InTable 1,
the set {ea}i\’=1 is the standard basis of RY, whereas {¢, = ¢, — €/N }(Ilvz_l1 where €
is the sum over all the basis elements. )

We also denote by 7, the integers a2 S° that #, = 1 for long roots and 7, = 2

for the short roots in types BC.



Macdonald Operators and Quantum Q-Systems for Classical Types 167

Table 1 Root and weight data for the classical Lie algebras

Algebra Fundamental weights w, Simple roots o, A
AN_1 a eq — €1, a <N Aa € Ly
wa=7) & ac[l,N—1]
i=1
By @ eq —eq+1, a < N Aq € Z4 forall a or
28i7 a<N: a a+ a + 1
P eN ra €Z++§foralla
Wy = ’{ N
7 Zei, a=N.
i=1
Cy 4 eq —eqyl, a <N Aa € Ly
wa=zei, a€[1,N] 2ey
i=1
Dy w _ie. a<N—1 eq —eq+1, a < N Aq € Z for all a or
a — s
iz eq+eq41, a <N o €7+ %for all a,
wN—1 = F(oy-2 +en—1 —en) AN-12|An| = 0.

1
oy = 5(wn—2 +en—1 +en)

2.2 The Classical Q-Systems for Untwisted Affine ABC D

The Q-systems are recursion relations for the variables {Q, x} where a is a label
in the Dynkin diagram, and k is any integer. We list the Q-systems associated with
types ABC D [KR87, KNS94]. The boundary condition Qg = 0 is assumed in all
cases.

9=An—1: Qait1Qai-1 = Qs — Qat14Qa—1k,  (a€[l,N—1]),

Oy =1 2.1
9=By: Quis1Qai-1 = Qs — Qat1kQa—1k,  (a€[l,N—2]),
ON—1 k11 ON—1 41 = (ON-1.6)* — ON.2k ON—2k» (2.2)

ON2kt1 On k-1 = (On,20)* — (On—1.0%,
On.2k42 Ok = (ON 2641 — ON—1.411 ON—1k-

9=Cn: Quit1Qak—1= Qps— Qas14Qa-1k.  (@€[l,N—=2],
ON-12k4+1ON- 1261 = QN1 — ON-22% QR - (2.3)
ON-1.26420N 1.2k = ON 12541 — ON—22+1ONkt1ON k-
ONk+1 ONk—1 = Q%v,k — ON-1,2:

0=Dn: Quit1Qak—1= Qs — Qat14Qa-1ks (@ €[1,N=3],

ON-24+1ON-24-1= ON_2 4 — ONKON-1.kON-3.4, (2.4
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Qai+1Qak—1= Qo — On—2k (@ €{N—1,N}).

These recursion relations (for k > 1) were originally observed [KR87] to be
relations satisfied by characters of finite-dimensional irreducible Yangian modules.
Each set of the Q-systems is associated with a cluster algebra:

(1,2k+1) (2,2k+1) (N—=22k+1) (N—1,2k+1)
[ ] [ ] L [ ] [ ]
(1,2k) (2,2k) S (N—2,2k) (N—1,2k)
(1,2k+1) (2,2k+1) o (N—l,.2k+1) (N, 4k+1)
FBN =
(1,2k) (2,2k) (N—1,2k) (N 4k)
(1,4k+1) (2,4k+1) (N—1,4k+1)  (N,2k-+1)
FCN =
(1,4k) (2,4k) (N-1,4k) (N,2k)
(N—1,2k+1)
(1,2k+1) (2,2k+1) (N—2,2k+1)
I'p, = (N—1,2k)
(N,2k+1)
(1,2k) (2,2k)

(N ,2k)

Fig. 1 The quivers for the Ay_1, Dy, By, Cy Q-system cluster algebras. We have indicated a
generic Q-system cluster along the bipartite belt: each vertex labelled (a, k) corresponds to a cluster
variable Q, x. Nodes corresponding to short roots are denoted by empty circles
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Theorem 2.1 ([Ked08, DFKO09]) For each algebra g, the variables {Qqk : a €
[1,r], k € Z}, up to a simple rescaling which eliminates the minus sign on the right
hand side, are cluster variables in a corresponding cluster algebra. Each of the
Q-system relations is an exchange relation in the cluster algebra.

The cluster algebras are defined via a 2r x 2r skew-symmetric exchange matrix
B, (r being the rank of g), or quiver I' as in Fig. 1, which depends only on the Cartan
matrix C of g:

T T
B:(CC—C—OC ) (2.5)

This exchange matrix, together with the initial cluster variables X =
(Qa,0; Qa,1);,_;» defines the cluster algebra. The cluster variables {Qg x} are
obtained from a generalized bipartite evolution of the initial cluster (X, B) [DFKO09].
The subset of mutations on the (generalized) bipartite belt which generates all the
cluster variables corresponding to the Q-system algebra was given in [DFKO09,
Theorem 3.6].

2.3 Quantum Q-Systems

One of the advantages of formulating the Q-system relations in terms of cluster
algebra mutations is that there is a canonical quantization of the cluster algebra,
using the canonical Poisson structure [GSV10] and its quantization [BZ05].

The quantum cluster algebra attached to a non-degenerate, skew-symmetric
matrix B is the non-commutative algebra generated by the cluster variables X =
(X;) at an initial cluster and their inverses, with exchange matrix B, as well as the
cluster variables at all mutation equivalent clusters. Within the cluster (X, B) the
cluster variables g-commute according to a skew-symmetric A proportional to the
inverse of B:

XiX;= quijXi.
The exchange relations are given by normal-ordering of the classical mutations:

r_. Bijy—1. . —Bij -1,
xp= [] x;"x7':+: I x7"x7"
J:Bij>0 J:Bij<0

Here, given a monomial [] Xf" such that X; X; = g%/ X;X;, the normal ordered
product is

1
XD XD g K aiibiby xbu e
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The exchange matrices (2.5) corresponding to the Q-system cluster algebras are
skew-symmetric and invertible. We use the associated quantum cluster algebra to
define the quantum Q-systems as the quantized exchange relations corresponding to
the exchange relations appearing in the classical Q-systems.

Let A be a 2r x 2r skew-symmetric matrix, with A7 B = — D, a diagonal integer
matrix with negative integer entries. Then
0 A
A= , 2.6
(—ﬂ AT — A) 26)

where A is proportional to the inverse Cartan matrix. We use the following
normalizations:

AN-1t gy = C,;} =min(a, b) — 9

. o1 _ | 2min(a,b), 1 <a <N, 1 <b<N-1
By .kab—ZCab = min(avb), l<a SN:lL

. =1 _ | 2min(a,b), 1<a<N—-1,1<b=<N;
v hap = 2Cap = min(a,b), 1<b <N =a,

2min(a, b), 1 <a,b < N —2,

b, l<b<N-2 ae{N—-1,N},
Dy : hap =2C;) =1 a, l<a<N-2,be{N—1N},
5N, a=be{N—1,N)

3(N=2), a#be{N—1,N)}.

2.7
This choice of normalization results, in the cases By, Cy, Dy, in the value A, =
2 min(a, b) whenever a, b correspond to the part of the Dynkin diagram that forms

an A-type chain, that is, a, b € [1, N — 1] for types BC and a,b € [1, N — 2] for
type D.

The quantum Q-systems are recursion relations for the non-commuting variables
Qg k- These take the form

An_1: Quk Qpp = g™ P Q) , Qi
7 Quirt Qa1 = @y — 47 Qupik Quoips (@€ [N, (28)
Dok =1, Ony1k =0.
By : Qux Qv.p = q"r™M0a Qp , Qui,
4% Quir1 Qa1 = Q4 — q Qusik Qa1 Qumirs (@ € [1,N —2]),

@V ON—1 k1 ON—1h—1 = (ON—1.6)* — GON .2k ON—2.k, (2.9
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g™ QN 2kt1 Qv 2k—1 = (Qnv20)* — ¢(Qn—1.4)%,

N 2 N
q" ON2k+2 QN 2k = (ON2k+1)" — G QN—1k+1 QN—1.1>

Qo = 1.
CN i Quk Qpp = qPer™a g, Q4
¢ Qu ki1 Qa1 = Qi,k —q Qav1,k Qa—1k; (@ €[l,N—=2]),
N TPON 12641 Q- 1.2k-1 = QN 1ok — 49N—2.24 Qi k- (2.10)

NP ON 12k 12QN 12k = Q%V_]’zk_;'_] - qH% ON-2,2k+19N k+19N k>
" ON k11 ON k-1 = szv.k —q9ON—_1,2,
Qo = 1.
Dy : Quk Qb.p =" P70 Q. Qu,
7% Qa1 Quk—1 = Qo —q Qut1k Qa—1k (@ €[l,N—3),
NP ON 2 k41 QN2 po1 = Q%\/—Z,k —qONk QN_1k N3k, (2.11)
CI%QNfl,kJrl ON-1k-1 = Q?V_Lk —q 9N-—2k:

N
G2 ONk+1 QN k-1 = Q%\r,k —q 9N-2k,
Qo = 1.

In each case, the g-commutation relation, i.e. the first equation in each set, holds
only for variables within the same cluster, hence the restriction on possible values of
the second index. For example, in the case Ay _1, the restrictionis |p—k| < |[a—b|+
1. In general, the clusters consisting of Q-system solutions only are parameterized
by generalized Motzkin paths [Lin19].

Remark 2.2 The general boundary condition in (2.8) the quantum Q-system of type
An—11s On+1k = 0, as opposed to the condition Qn x = 1 for the classical
system (2.1), which is compatible but more restrictive. This means that there is an
additional set of variables in the center of the quantum cluster algebra which satisfy
ONk+19N k-1 = Q%, ¢~ This is consistent with the extension of the definition (2.7)
of the matrix A, in t’ype A to an N x N matrix using the same formula, so that
Ara.Ny = 0. The most general solution subject to the boundary conditions has Qy =
Q]/‘V’1 QII{V_,(}’ in terms of the two central elements Qy 1 and Qp o. This more general
system can be embedded into a cluster algebra with coefficients.
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3 The Ay_1 Case Solution: Generalized Macdonald
Difference Operators and Quantum Determinants

3.1 Renormalized Quantum Q-System

With the choice of boundary condition for the type A quantum Q-system as in
Remark 2.2, the quantum Q-system is homogeneous with respect to the grading
deg(Q, k) := ak (a € [1, N]). We adjoin an invertible degree operator AN {0 the
algebra, such that

AQui=q%*Qui A, ac[l,NkeZ.

Using Agq + 4 = @ and Agy1.a41 + Aa—la—1 — 2haa = —%, the renormalized
variables

~ 1 N a

Qui=q 2WF2 a9 AN, ae[l, N keZ, 3.1)
satisfy the renormalized quantum Q-system:

Quk Qppr = g* O™ @D Qy Qupy k=K < la=bl+1,

4 Quks1 Qap—1 = O — Qut1k Qut ks (@€[LND,  (3.2)
éo,k =1, §N+1,k =0.
The choice Qyo = 1 implies QJN,O = A. Defining A = @N,lfé;}o, a

homogeneous element of degree N, we have éN,k = A¥ A. The quiver with
coefficients corresponding to this cluster algebra is illustrated in Fig. 2.

(1,1) (2,1) (N-2,1) (N-1 1) -1
(1,0) (2,0) (N—2,0) (N-1 0)

Fig. 2 The type A quantum Q-system quiver corresponding to the initial seed { Qg 0, Qq,1}. Square
nodes denote coefficients
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3.2 The Quantum Determinant

The exchange relations (3.2) define a quantum determinant: The variables @a‘ x with
a > 1 are polynomials in the variables {Q x' : |k’ — k| < a — 1}. Below, we use
the notation QO := Qj k. The quantum determinant is best defined in terms of
generating functions.

Definition 3.1 Given a set of integers ki, ..., k, € Z, define the Hankel matrix
(O +i—)1=i.j=a- (3.3)
The quantum determinant of this matrix, denoted by |é[k1, ka, ..., kqllg, is given

by the coefficients of the generating function:

Yoot ik Ok kallg = T (l—q%)§<u1)§<uz>~--é(uo,),

kiyeons ko€l 1<i<j<a
where
Q) := Y u* Q.
keZ
The quantum determinant |@[k 1, - -, kqll4 is a homogeneous polynomial of degree
a in the QOs.

Theorem 3.2 [DFKI17] The solutions éa,k of the system (3.2) with a > 1 and
k € Z are the quantum determinants

Ouk =101k, k, ..., k]l,.
———

a times

3.3 The Functional Representation of the Quantum Q-System

We recall the functional representation of the renormalized quantum Q-system (3.2)
p(Qa k) = M, [DFK18], which act on the space of symmetric functions of N
variables x, x2, ..., XN.

Theorem 3.3 ((DFK18, DFK17]) Let I'; be the q-shift operator acting on

the space of functions in N variables, defined by T; f(x1,...,Xi,...,XN) =
f(xty ..., qxi, ..., xN). The g-difference operators
k X;
M= Y ([Tx) TT="[1rw aclNLkez (3.4)
ICLN] el ier TR e
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satisfy the quantum Q-system relations (3.2).

In this representation,

A=x1x2---XN, A=I1Ty---Tn. 3.5)

Remark 3.4 For sly-characters, the products A and A are taken to be equal to 1.
The more general boundary condition here corresponds to gl -characters.

3.4 The Spherical Double Affine Hecke Algebra

The reader will have recognized that the difference operators M, ¢ in (3.4) are the
limit # — oo of the (renormalized) Macdonald difference operators in type A. This
is the main observation which led to the results of [DFK19], where it is shown
that the spherical DAHA [Che05] of type Ay _1 is the natural ¢-deformation of the
quantum Q-system.

An important observation in [DFK19] is that the evolution in the discrete time
variable k is induced by the adjoint action of one of the generators of the SL,(Z)
symmetry of the DAHA.

Theorem 3.5 ([DFK19]) The discrete time evolution of the operators My is
induced by the adjoint action of the Gaussian y ', with y as in (1.2):

Moy =q 2y~ M, o v*. (3.6)

The difference operators {M, i}, together with the elementary symmetric func-
tions of x, are the image in the functional representation of the generators of the
spherical DAHA.

The double affine Hecke algebra and corresponding Macdonald operators are
defined for other Lie algebras. In the following sections, we will use this as the
inspiration to give conjectures for the functional representations of the quantum Q-
systems for the other classical types by following the inverse reasoning: Starting
from the appropriate choice of Macdonald difference operators, act with the adjoint
action of y to obtain the discrete time-evolved operators, imitating the contents of
Theorem 3.5. The resulting g-difference operators, in the limit t — oo, are (conjec-
turally) solutions of renormalized quantum Q-systems for the other classical types.

3.5 Raising and Lowering Operators

The dual g-Whittaker functions are defined as

My =g~ %) = lim Pi(q.1:%),
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where the P, are the Macdonald polynomials for type Ay_; [Mac95]. Here, the
partition A corresponds to a dominant integral weight of gly, A = ZIN=1 Aje; in the
standard basis of R, with A; > Ap > --- > Ay > 0. The polynomials P, are
common monic eigenfunctions of the Macdonald operators D,

Di= ), H% [Ir. aenn 37

IC[1,N] iel iel
Hl=a jgl
with
—ala=D M N—=1 iy N=2 A
DaP)»Zt 2 ea(q lt aqzt ’~--7‘IN)PA7

where e, are the elementary symmetric functions in N variables. Using

lim ~*N-9 p, = M, 0, this means that the g-Whittaker functions are
11— 00

eigenfunctions of the difference operators M, o:
MaoTl, =g T, a €[l NJ, (3.8)

where w, = e] + e2 + - - - + ¢, are the fundamental weights of gl .

In [DFK18] we showed that the operators M.+ are the limit + — oo of the
raising and lowering operators for Macdonald polynomials constructed by Kirillov
and Noumi [KN99]. However, the commutation relations in (3.2) provide an easier
proof, which we present here.

Theorem 3.6 The operators M, +1 act on the polynomials T1, as follows:
_ ,(Awa)
Ma,l HA =dq HA—&-wav (3.9)
Mg, —1 T = %00 (1 — g~ H ) T, (3.10)

where ag = e; — eq+1 are the simple roots of sly.

Note that if X is a partition, A 4+ @, is also a partition, and if A — «w, is not a partition,
the scalar factor (1 — ¢g*+®)) vanishes.

Proof Up to scalar multiple, the polynomials IT, are uniquely determined by
the collection of eigenvalues g“=*) corresponding to the diagonal action of the
operators M, 0,a = 1,2,..., N. The commutation relations in (3.2) are

Mao My 21 = ™™D My, 011 M.

Applying this to IT, and using (3.8),

Moo My 4111, = gheadmin@h) pg, 11, = g@Eened py, 1,
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since min(a, b) = (wp, w,). That is, Mp 4111, is an eigenfunction of M, ¢ with
eigenvalue q()‘iwb’“’a). Therefore there exist scalars cit , such that My 41T, =

C):E » Mty -

Recall that the Macdonald polynomials P,, and therefore I1,, have a triangular
decomposition with respect to the monomial symmetric functions with leading term
m;.. The following analysis provides the scalar factor c)t p- When [x1] > [|x2| >

> xwl, T, =)c;\1 ---x?vN +lower orderand Mp | = x1x2...xp 01T+ T+
lower order. Thus,

A+l Akl A A
My T, = g™+ ““’x1‘+ ~~xb”Jr x,t - xyY + lower order

= g™ 4, + lower order,

and thus ¢}, = ¢
Applying the exchange relation in (3.2) with k = 0 to T, we get

qa M{l,] Ma’fl H)\‘ — qa C;Ll—_wa,a C}:ank — (qz()\,wa) _ q()n,(ua+l+wa—l))n)”

which shows that ¢, , = g*@a) — g(@ati+@a1=0a) and the Theorem follows. O

3.6 Graded Characters in Terms of Difference Operators

The difference operators (3.4) can be used to efficiently generate graded charac-
ters (1.1). Theorem 3.3 is a necessary condition for the following theorem:

Theorem 3.7 ([DFKI8], Corollary 18): Starting with the trivial character o = 1,
the difference operators (3.4) act consecutively to generate the character of the
graded tensor product of KR-modules ®a‘,-KR;8;Z“‘i as follows:

N-1 N-1 N—1
— _1
xn(q 1’ X)=gq 70m) l—[ (Mg )" l—[ (Mg p—p)" ek - - l_[ (Mg1)"e1 1,
a=1 a=1 a=1

@3.11)

where

N-1

N-1
Om) = Z Z ng,; min(i, j) min(a, b) np j — Z Ziana‘i.

a,b=1i,j>1 a=1 i>1
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Alternatively, when k > max{j : nq,; > 0},

1 (wa»zbtj jnb.jwb)

Daixn(qg™'i%) =¢ Xntear (@7 %),

where we writen = 3, np, j€p ;.

4 The Quantum Q-System Conjectures for Types BC D

In order to formulate the conjectures for the functional representation of the
quantum Q-systems of types Dy, By, Cn, we start with the results of Macdonald
and van Diejen. There are N algebraically independent commuting Hamiltonians
in the SDAHA of those types. Our goal is to find a set that will be the seed, in the
g-Whittaker limit, of the Q-system solutions.

4.1 Macdonald and van Diejen Operators

In [Mac0O1], Macdonald constructed certain difference operators for types
Dy, By, Cy, corresponding to minuscule coweights. For these types, there are,
respectively, 3, 1, and 1 minuscule coweights, indexed by some of the extremal
nodes of the Dynkin diagrams. The corresponding Macdonald operators are

N
1 —txfx;txf —x;
. (Dn) _ it i J ~2¢
Dy: &PV = Y Y[t @.1)
e=%1i=1 j#i i J
1—txiixy N
(Dy) i €
e =3 I1 — []rs. (4.2)
€1meny==£1 1<i<j<N XX o
€1ep-eny=—1
1 —xfixS N
(Dy) _ i €i
e =3 71 — []rs. (4.3)
loveny=2t1 1<i<j<N + Y Xj iz
€1ep-en=1
B N rxe 1 —txfxjtxi —x;
By: &PV = ;1‘[1 e (4.4)
e=+1 i=1 L A
N 2¢; €& € N
1 —¢x€ 1—1x"x; _
SRRE-CIND D s (g ) i LT | PSS
loem=tlizl 1 =% 1<i<jsN TN X iz
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The Macdonald operator for Cy is of “order” N, namely acts by shifts of N
variables in each term, as opposed to the operators & EDN ) and El(BN ), which are
linear combinations of shifts of a single variable. A first order difference operator for
Cyn, 51(C1v ), can be obtained using the commuting operators constructed in [vD95,
vDE11]. We choose the following first order Cp operator, which is a particular
linear combination of the identity and the first order van Diejen operator:

1 —N N 1 —1x?€ 1 —1g%x7¢
gl(CN):(1+tN+l) + Z Z i i
2 2
Ik i L
1 —txfx;txf—x;
<[] e LY ) (4.6)
ik L —xix; x;j—x;

This particular choice ensures that the corresponding eigenfunctions are the
Macdonald polynomials P; (x) of type Cy with eigenvalues

N
Ner(N T gL, where 8121, 22, an) = Y (22 ).
i=1
In particular, for Py(x) = 1, we have EI(CN)l =Ner({e, 1% ..., N = 0+
tN+1) I;ZN
_t .

4.2 The q-Whittaker Limit

Each of the operators Ei(g) in Egs. (4.1)—-(4.6) have suitable limits as r — oo,
denoted by

(®)
Ml.(%) — Lim %" E[(g),
, t—00
where:

N(N -1
afDN):Z(N—l), a](vD_Nl):aI(\,DN):—(2 ),

al®™ =2N -1,

N(N +1
a0 — N, o = ( 2+ )
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It is also necessary to define the additional operator in type Cy:

2e 2.2

N € €
x q°x; xX5x; X _ _
Ml((/;N) — § : § : 2€l . 261 | | . i”J . i X; e(x?el—wl_Ze —q 2)'
' x©—1lgx—1 xixj—1xj —x;

e=+1i=1 "1

J#

4.7)

4.3 Discrete Time Evolution by Adjoint Action of the Gaussian

By analogy with the Ay _ case (see Theorem 3.5), define the Gaussian function for
types BCD:

sV (Log(x))?
i=1 "4Loglq) (4.8)

yi=e

Note the slight modification ¢ — g2 compared to the A type Gaussian (1.2).
The adjoint action of Gaussian function on the difference operators of Sect. 4.2
induces a discrete time evolution:

Definition 4.1 Let k € Z. The difference operators Mflz are defined as follows:

D - - D
DN . Ml(,kN) = q k)/ le(’ON) yk

(Dy) . —kN/4 . —k 2s(DN) _ k
MN—N],k =q / 14 MN—Nl,oV

D —k —k D k
M( N) =g N/4)/ MI(V,(])V)V

Nk
B - - B
BN . Ml(’kN) = q k y k M](’ON) ,}/k

C -2 -2 C 2
CN : M{JZ) = q k y k Ml(,()N) y k

Cn) . —2k. —2k (Cn) . 2k
M1,2]IZ+1 =dq 14 M1,1N 14

Cn) . —kN/2 , =2k C 2k

e A S U
Note that in type C, the definition for the time evolution of M kaN ) splits into two
separate evolutions for even and odd k, involving the operators M fCON ) for even k

and M I(CIN ) of (4.7) for odd k. This is due to the fact that «; is a short root in type C.
The same parity phenomenon is expected for the short root oy of By.



180 P. Di Francesco and R. Kedem

Using the simple relation y ! Fl.2 Yy = qx; I‘i2 for y as in (4.8), we see that
Definition 4.1 results immediately in the following explicit expressions:

D XQXj xf ke -2
Type Dy : Mf,kN)Z ZZH —lx—lx-xierie
e==+1i=1 ];él J
MPY = A re (4.9
N-1k = Z H | Hx 1_[ (4.9)
€Lrom sN:ill l<i<j<N % T i=1 i=1
€] EN=—
xe’x
D ] i
=y [l = l_[x l_[FG (4.10)
€15 GN—:EI] l<l<}<N x x] l—l i=1
€1€xEN=

xEx; x§
Type BN . M(BN) Z Z 1—[ - l‘ J - 1 ‘xlké l—vl26

xix; —1xf—x
e=tlizl i i J

N
c - X q-X;
Type CN : Mf ZIZ) =4 # + Z Z 251_ 26’_

J#i
N 2¢ 2 2¢ € €
Cn) Xi qx; XiXj Xi —€ . 2ke 2 —2k
M12k1_22x26 1 2x2€—11_[x?x'—1x.€—x-xi (C b )
e=+1i=1 "1 q-x; j#i 1T i J
N x2€[ J
My = > []-4— TI . ]_[x’“l HFE’ “.11)
£l 1 J—
eryven=tliz1 X~ licicjon x; x] il i=1

These expressions motivate the main conjectures of this paper.

4.4 Other Macdonald Operators via Quantum Determinants

The list of operators defined in the previous section can be completed to include
Mfk) for the Dynkin labels @ which are not in the list above, by using quantum
determinants.

Comparing the commutation relations and mutation relations of the quantum
BC D Q-systems involving only the Dynkin labels {1, ..., N — 1} (types BC) and
{1,..., N —2} (type D), we see that the relations are the same as in type A of (3.2),
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expressed in the variable M, , up to the change of parameter ¢ + g¢> (which
results in a change in the first factor ¢* — ¢%¢, and the commutation relations
gMin(@b) . 42min(@.b)y Thijg observation leads to the following definitions:

Definition 4.2 For types BC D, define the difference operators Mcggk) by the follow-
ing quantum determinants:

Mfk) = MOk, k... k]l = M;ﬁf’;f,_._,k (a=1,2,...,ng), (4.12)

a times

where np, = N — 2, and ng, = ncy = N — 1. Here the matrix M@ ({a})
is obtained by replacing M ; with M l(gk) in the defining expression (3.3), and the
quantum determinant has parameter ¢ instead of ¢ in the Vandermonde factor.

By homogeneity of the quantum determinant as a polynomial in the variables
M 1(912 , Definition (4.12) is compatible with the discrete time evolution relations:

D — — D
MY = g7y kMK @=1,2,... N -2

MY = gkay kB k@ =1.2,.. N = 1);

a

C _ _
MG, = a2y MGy, @=1,2,...,.N—1,n=0,1),

with the Gaussian function y as in (4.8).

4.5 The Quantum Q-System Conjectures

The main conjecture of this paper is the following:

Conjecture 3 For G = Dy, By, Cy, the Macdonald operators Mé?,f obey the

following renormalized versions (we omit the superscript g for simplicity) of the
quantum Q-systems (2.12-2.10):

Type Dy : Mg My p = g™> P~ My, My i
** MajsiMaj—1 = Mz — Mo kM1 (a €[1,N —3])

a
PN DMy o My—2j1 = MIZV_z,k

(N2

—q 2 MyiMy_1 My _3k (4.13)

N 5 (N—4)k
GIMN-1 k1M1 k-1 = My_1, —q 2 Mn-2k

N 2 (N—dk
q2MN e+ IMNk—1 = My —q 2 Mn-2k
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Type By : Mok My, p = q™erP= 20k My, My i
7> My it Maj—1 = (Maj)* — Mas1k Macr k. (a € [1, N —2])
*N TP Myt My—1 51 = (My—1.0)* — My 2k M2k (4.14)
q™ My ot My 2k—1 = (My 200> — g~ (My—1 )
a™ My 2k2 My 2k = (M 2i41)?

—gNTITCED M e M1k (4.15)

Type Cy : Mo i My, p = q™erP= 20k My, My
qzaMa7k+1 My -1 = Mz’k — My Mgk (@ae[l,N-2])

a

2N-2 2 — Nk 2
q My_12k+1MN—12k—1 = My_1 2 — ¢ My—22My
IN-2 2 Nk
q My_12k+2MN-12k = My_1 ok 41 — 4 MN 2 2k+ 1 MN k+1 MN k

aN My 1 My k-1 = M3, — gV My 1 ok (4.16)
In the case of By we have not given an a priori definition of the order N operators
My k. They can be constructed as a suitable linear combination of the limits at r —
oo of van Diejen operators [vD95, vDE11], compatible with the quantum Q-system
in type B. These operators can be defined also by taking the quantum Q-system as
the defining set of equations. First, define My 2 = M ({k, k, ..., k})|q2 (k repeated
N times), compatible with Eq. (4.14), in which My 2« plays the role of the quantum
determinant of size N. Then Eq. (4.15) gives information about My 2x+1:

My 2xs1)? = g™ My gko My ok + gV 17D My My g

This can be used to determine the relevant difference operators. The fact that all the
other equations of the system are satisfied is a highly non-trivial check.

These conjectures have been checked numerically up to N = 6. We illustrate
them in cases of small rank in Appendix A.

Lemma 4.4 The difference operators M, . are a functional representation of the
quantum Q-system (2.12-2.10) up to the following rescaling:

a(a+1)
Dy : Mg =q" 7 W0\ (@e[l,N-2])
_ N(N=1) Nk

My 1x=q 3 T ON_1k

N(N=1) _ Nk

Myry=q % ~ % Qnxk 4.17)

aZ
By : Myy=q2 V9, (@e[l,N-1)

N2 _ Nk

k
Myr=q 272 QN (4.18)
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a(a—1)

Cw : Mop=q 7 “MPQ,  (@ell,N-1]
_ NN+ Nk
Myxk=q % ~2 Qnk (4.19)
Proof By straightforward inspection. O

S The Raising/Lowering Operator Conjectures for Types
BCD

In this section, we present conjectures that extend the result of Theorem 3.6 to types
BCD. These involve the action of the difference operators M, ; on the dual g-
Whittaker functions:

MP g~ % = lim P¥(g, 1),
11— 00

The general idea is that while the operators M[Egg are all limits of Macdonald oper-
ators, for which the g-Whittaker functions l'[;g) are common eigenfunctions, the

operators M}, are simple raising and lowering operators on those eigenfunctions.

Conjecture 5.1 The operators Ma(?g and Mc(fll have the following action on the
q-Whittaker functions H(g), valid for all a € [1, N]:

Dy, By : M, oTl; = tha(k,wa) I,
My 1 T, = g¥a®d 1, 4,
My 11, = qzta<)‘«-,wa)(1 _ q72ta(aa,)\)) MM —o, 5.1
Cn:  MaoTl =g @,

M, 1T = qt“ @a.2) nk+wu
1‘461’71 M, = qta(wa,k)(l _ q—fa(aa,)»)) H)wa,,, (5.2)
where w, and o, are the fundamental weights and simple roots of the corresponding
algebras, t, = 2 for the short roots in types BC, and t, = 1 otherwise.

The eigenvalue equations (the first equation in each set) are a consequence of the
Macdonald eigenvalue equations of the finite # case. As in type A, up to a scalar
multiple, the raising equations (the second equation in each set) are a consequence
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of the quantum commutation relations M, (g) oM, (g) = q’\a b M, (g) M, (g) . When applied
to the g-Whittaker functions, this gives

@ (10 (@ A8 (@) (@) (8 _ OO0t 1 (@) (0
Ma,O(Mb,lnk ) g"er Myl My TLE = g« wb>)Mb,1 I~

where we have defined €@ = 2 forg = By, Dy and €® = [ for g = Cy, and used
the fact that A(g) = €@y, (o) (a)(g) (g)) As the simultaneous eigenvalue property

for the action of all M, o determines the eigenvectors uniquely, up to a scalar

(9)

oty The conjecture

multiple, we deduce that M, ;gl) H;g) must be proportional to IT

concerns simply the explicit value of the proportionality factor qe(g)tﬂgw(“’yb‘), which
we checked numerically up to N = 6.

Similarly, the action of the lowering operator (third equation in each set)
follows from the eigenvalue and raising operator actions and the quantum Q-system
equations (4.13—4.16) of Conjecture 3. This is readily seen by applying the exchange
relations involving M, 1 and M, _; to II;.

Examples of g-Whittaker functions and raising/lowering difference operators are
given in Appendix A.

6 The Graded Character Conjectures for Types BC D

The main Conjecture 3 is a necessary ingredient in proving the following conjecture
about the expression of the graded characters in terms of difference operators. Let
1. be the subset labels of the short roots the Dynkin diagram in types BC. Recall
thatt, =2 fora € I, and t, = 1 otherwise.

Conjecture 6.1 The graded characters of the tensor products of KR-modules in
types BC D can be expressed using the iterated action of the difference operators in
types BC D on the polynomial 1:

— (@
g% = g77° <“>]"[ [T oot TT ) et | -1,

=k \ael ael-
where k is chosen large enough to cover all the non-zero n’s, and
QW) := Z > na mln(t(g)i, 19 j) o, j Z > A g
a,b=11i,j>1 a a=1i>1

The ordering of the difference operators in Conjecture 6.1 is consistent with
[DFK14, Lin19] and is determined by the order of mutations in the bipartite belt
of the quantum cluster algebra.
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In particular, Conjecture 6.1 allows one to interpret the so-called level 1 graded
characters corresponding to only possibly non-zero n, = ng_ 1, as the limiting Mac-
donald polynomials (or dual g-Whittaker functions) IT,, with the correspondence:

(® Ma —
Xy q™" x) = g2 b T (M(g)> I1 (MKEED 1= "5,

acl- ael.

6.1)

where I. = I \ I is the set of long root labels, A = Za ngwg, and the quadratic
form Q@ is

N (g)

09 ({n,}) = Z

(g))n[7 Z)\(g)
a=1

N N
=@ Z ng (@9, w,gg)) min(z{®, tb(g)) np — Z 190®, 0y n,
a,b=1 a=1

Alternatively, for a fixed n, acting with Mégk) such that t,k > max{t,j : np ; > 0}
on xp gives

—1

(9) (@ ) (@) -
M) 162 (g x) = g Dawtei A min Vi Dm0 : X),

n+e€g k (C]

where, again,n =) _ny, j€p, ;.
It is a non-trivial exercise to check the compatibility between (6.1) and the raising
operator conditions on the second lines of (5.1) and (5.2). Indeed, we note that for a

short root label a, we may only act with M, (g) on characters obtained themselves by

short root raising operators say [[,c;_ (M, (g))"” -1

— _lop
M(g) X{(,flj}(q L x) = g 229 (mh H (Mé?l))flb+5a,b 1
bel_

—q? 1O ({np+8a.0))— Q(g)({nb})) (9) -1

X{ny+54.5} 1)

We compute

0@ ({np + 84} — 0P ((np) = €@ 3 my min(t, (1) (P, 0}
bel -

— @ téﬂ)(wt(lg)7 anwég)) — @ ,ég)(w‘(lg)’ 2)
b
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by use of t,gg) = tgg) = 2. This is in agreement with (5.1) and (5.2), upon writing

X = > npwy. For a long root label a, we have similarly:

09 ({ny + 845} — QP ({np}h) = €@y min(t{®, ;) (0P, w}?)

bel
=@ (0@, ana)}(’g)) =D (w,, 1)
b
by use of tég) = 1. This is again in agreement with (5.1) and (5.2).

This special case is also in agreement with [LNST17].

7 Conclusion

7.1 Summary: Macdonald Operators and Quantum Cluster
Algebra

In this paper we have presented two main conjectures about the difference operators

M(f’k) corresponding to root systems of types BC D.

The first conjecture states that the difference operators {M;gk)} satisfy renor-

malized quantum Q-systems of types BC D. The commuting difference operators
{M;gg} can be obtained as the limits t+ — oo of appropriate Macdonald operators

for the relevant Lie root systems. The operators Miglg are their SL(Z) “discrete
time evolution.”
The second conjecture is that the difference operators M;gil attimes k = 1 act

as raising and lowering operators on g-Whittaker functions Hf\g).

The quantum Q-systems are mutations in the corresponding quantum cluster
algebras. From this point of view, the sets S1 := {Mé%, Mf’l 1} are two possible
valid initial cluster seeds, and the conjectures state that, as in type A, these are
formed of the Macdonald and raising (reps. lowering) operators, at ¢ — oo. This
raises a number of questions regarding cluster variables in general: from preliminary
inspection, it appears that all cluster variables in the corresponding cluster algebra
are difference operators as well, a quite surprising property which goes way beyond
the usual Laurent property of quantum cluster algebra, which would only imply that
all cluster variables are Laurent polynomials of those in an initial cluster. These
other difference operators should tell us something new about Macdonald theory
(including in type A).

Finally we note that the second conjecture, if true, gives a perturbative starting
point for constructing generalizations of finite #, A-type raising operators of Kirillov
and Noumi for other types. Indeed, we expect the finite ¢ operators to have
a finite 1/¢ expansion, whose coefficients are themselves difference operators.
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Conjecture 5.1 provides the leading order term in this expansion. We will return
to this question in a future publication.

7.2  Towards Proving the Conjectures

The second conjecture of this paper offers a possible strategy for proving both
conjectures which goes as follows. The second conjecture indeed can be restated
as follows: the Macdonald and raising operators M (gg and M (gl) act on the basis ITj
of Weyl-symmetric polynomials of x as very simple dual operators X, Py:

M(g)l—[(g) H(g) X, M(g)l—[(g) H(g) P,

where the operators X,, P, act to the left on the variables A, = qzxa. More
precisely the operators X, acts diagonally on the basis Hig) with eigenvalues

(@, (8 . T . .
cfﬂg ("’Hg’)‘), whereas P, includes a multiplicative shift of A variables. As a result,
the operators X,, P, obey the simple (opposite) commutation relations: X, P, =

(9)
q )Lab PhX

Reversing the logic entirely, we may start from the data of operators X,, P,, and
define the left action of the operators Mé?,g via the (opposite) renormalized quantum
Q-systems of this paper. To identify the left action and the right one, we need to
construct the Gaussian operator in X, P, variables, and the conjectures will follow
from the anti-homomorphism mapping left and right actions. We will pursue this
program elsewhere.

7.3 sDAHA, EHA and the t-Deformation of Quantum
Q-Systems

In [DFK19], we investigated the natural 7-deformation of the A type quantum Q-
system provided by the type A SDAHA, also expressed as a quotient of the elliptic
Hall algebra (EHA) [Sch12], or the quantum toroidal algebra of gl;. There exist
sDAHAs for all classical types [Che05], and this would be the natural candidate
for a generalization of the A type results. We may use as starting points the (g, ?)-
Macdonald operators of Sect. 4.1, and their time evolution via the suitable SL;(Z)
action, to derive current algebra relations that will generalize EHA or quantum
toroidal algebra relations, ideally giving rise to new interesting algebras.
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Appendix A: Examples

This appendix gathers a few inter-connected examples, which give non-trivial
checks of the conjectures of this paper. We give here the examples of the B, and
C» cases, that of the A3z and D3, and finally the D4 case. We verify in particular
that the symmetries of the Dynkin diagrams are also reflected on our difference
operators.

A.1 Weyl-Invariant Schur Functions

Definition A.1 We define the Weyl-invariant Schur functions s)(\g) (x) for g =
An_1, BN, Cy, Dy to be the characters of the irreducible representations of
corresponding weight [Miz03]:?

N—j+a;
(An-1) detlfi'jSN (xi ' ])
5V (x) = v (A1)
deti<i j<n (xi )
N—j+nj+3% 1
deti<ijoy (a0 TTHTE 1
- 1<l»/<N< i x_N—j+Aj+%
s (x) = : (A2)
N—j+1
deti<ijen (¥ 7 = o7
x; 2
Ne—jta;+1
deti<;, j<N (xi = W)
(CN) gy — il A3
S (x) = (A.3)

N—j+1 |
deti<i j<n <xi - xN—j+l>

N—j+x; 1 N—j+x; 1
deti<i j<n (x,' T - W) deti<; j<n (x,' T+ Ny
X; X;

_l’_
N—j N—j
deti<i j<N (X,» T+ x_,vl,,-> deti<i j<n (x,» T+ x_,J,,-)
' C A9

sy PV (x) =

The Weyl-invariant Schur functions form a basis of the space of Weyl-invariant
(Laurent) polynomials. In the following sections, we write the dual g-Whittaker
functions IT, in this Schur basis. We drop the superscript (g) for simplicity.

2In [Miz03], the author restricts the definition to A’s that are actual partitions. Here we include all
possible dominant weights.
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Remark A.2 Note that Eq.(A.1) for g/ Schur functions gives the sly Schur

functions, upon restriction to x1x3 - - - xy = 1 and then noting that s, = s, where
€=e +e+---t+ep.

A.2 The B, Case

A.2.1 M Operators
6 € €
xSxo X
1 1 2e
Mlk_zx —lxxz—lx xzrl
e=+1 1
€ € €
+x12ce X2 Xo X1 X 2¢
x§—1x§x1—1 X5 — X
€ €1 € 2 €1
Myo =g 2% + ) X x2 97X, x2
2% =4 —1x€2—1x€ 2 1 252 _1
ere—t1 ¥ 2 S q%xy' x5
X(xkel ke FZG] F252 _ q—2k)
€] € €] € 2 61 €
Moo | = Z X ) xl x2 q xl
’ xit = =1 a1 g2 x5 -1

€1,6p==%1

X(.X 2)—7 ( keq kéz F2€1F262 _ q—2k)

Here M| j is given by the k-th iterate conjugation of (4.4) w.r.t. the Gaussian, and
M3 7 by the quantum determinant Mlzk — 612M1,k+1M1,k—1-

A.2.2 Dual g-Whittaker Functions
Ip,0 = 50,0
ITi0 =s10
_ -2 —4
[0 =s20+9g “s1,1+¢q 500
My =s11+¢ 2510+ %500

2 2, 4
q - 1+q"+¢q
3,0 = 53,0+ 20 +q Osi+ S E
_ 1+4° 1+q2 _
Moy =821 +q *s2,0 + 7 si1+ p s1.0+4 500
My 1 =511
2°2 2°2
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M1 =531 +q %511
2°2 2°2 2°2
_ 1+ g2 1+ ¢?
Ms 1 =551 +q 253 4qS§1+ 6q S1 1
2°2 2°2 2°2 q 2°2 q 2°2
1+ 2 1+ 2+ 4
I3 3 =53 3 4qS§1+ q6 qsll
2°2 2°2 q 2°2 q 2°2

A.3 The C; Case
A.3.1 The B, < C; Symmetry

The B; case can be mapped onto the C, case, by interchanging the roles of the two
fundamental weights. More precisely, let us denote by w, = ( B2) (resp W), =

(CZ)) The variables xp, xp of the By case can be thought of as x, = e%, with
el = w1 and e = 2w» — wy, and similarly for C,, where x = % e1 = “’1 and
82 = w2 a)l The mapping (w1, w2) + (wz, a)l) sends

w1

/ /
x1 = — e = xX{xh, x2= 20201 |y 20—y —. (A.5)

Similarly, we have

r? T, T3eTjr (A.6)

The map (A.5—A.6) sends the operators M(lif) = Mgffjk fora =1,2and k € Z,

and the Macdonald polynomials P)\(Bi)z P;\(lci)/\z 71, and similarly for the g-

Whittaker functions, using
A =Ater + Arer = (A1 — AM)wi + 2wy = (A — )»2)&)/2 + 2)»20)/1
=+ )\2)6‘/1 + (A — )»2)6‘/2.

A.3.2 M Operators

From the definitions in type C,

26 2. 2€ € €
q°x X5 Xp X _
1‘41 T q —2k + 1 1 1 (xzkEFZG _q Zk)
1 226 —1xxp—1xf—xp 1 1
e=+1 —lg=x 1*2 1 2

2¢ 2.2¢ €
X q X X X1 X (x2ker2e
)

)C%é—lqzx2 —1x5x; —1x5 —

_ q—2k)

’
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3 2.2¢ € €
M _ X1 9% X142 X1 e (x2kep2e _ [ —2ky
1,2k=1 = 26_1 226_1x€x _lxe_x xl X1 1 q
o X q°xi 1 X2 1 2
2e 2..2¢ € €
) 9% Ko X1 X2 x—e(x%kerge )
2 )
x%é -1 qzxg€ —1x5x; — 1x5 —x
x2€1 x262 xelxez
o 1 2 1 *2 ke _key\ el e
Mz = Z 261 _ 129 _ 1 x9x2 1 (p xy )T
ee=+£1%1 T 1tX T4 2

The expected symmetry between M 1(%) > M;C,f) and Mﬁf) > M I(CkZ) is easily
checked.

A.3.3 Dual ¢g-Whittaker Functions
o0 = 0,0
10 =s1,0
M0 = 520+ 4 511+ 42500
i1 =11

1+ 2 1+ 2+ 4
3,0 = s3,0 + q4q 52,1 + qq6 9 51,0

[T =821+ qizsz,o + 6]72S1,0
1+4%+q* 1+ 4% (1+q*+qH0 + 4%
H40 =520+ q6 1 $3,1 + 8q $2.2 + 1 ({0 1 52,0
q q q
1+2g% 4+ q* +¢° 1+ 4%+ 48
+ 0 51,1+ 2 50,0
q q
> (1+4% 1447

31 =s31+q9 “s22+ pm 82,0 + e s11+q %500

Mo =s22+q 2520 +4 *s00.

The expected symmetry relations between By and C, g-Whittaker functions are

easily checked, using the explicit expressions for the relevant Schur functions (A.2—
A.3).
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A.4 The sly and D3 Cases
A.4.1 The sl4 <+ D3 Symmetry
Compared to the gl, case, the symmetric functions of the case sl4 involve the extra
condition that x;xpx3x4 = 1, and accordingly I'1I'2I'3I's = 1 (see Remark 3.4).
This is implemented by imposing the extra condition e; + e2 4 e3 4+ e4 = 0 under
which:
el =W, 2 =W — W[, €3 = W3 — W2, €4 = —W3.

Primed variables are used for Dj:

€] = o), & =)+ 0y — o, &5 = — ).
We use the mapping

W P W, o o), 03 o).

This is equivalent to the changes of variables (using x; = ¢, x; = €):

X1 [X(X0X5, X >

) X3
X3 ==, X4t . (A7)
x) X

—_
=
o~

Moreover, to account for our choice of normalization we must also take ¢ — ¢2,
which results in

/ / /

Ty D050, T % T3 > Ty > 173/. (A.8)
Iﬂ2r3 F1F2

2
T
F1F3

The above transformations send the sl4 Macdonald operators to the D3 ones,
namely M) ; +—> Mé,k’ My +— Mi,k and M3 — Mé,k. The corresponding
mapping of Macdonald polynomials is

P e P (A.9)

A1,A2,A3,A4 Atho—r3—hq A —Aptrz—hg Ap—hp—i3t+hg
2 , 2 , 2
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A.4.2 M Operators

The sl4 operators are

it =3t [

i=1 VES) i X
4 X X,
(sl4) k m m
MY = XiXj S —— T
2k Z (i j) 1_[ Xm — Xi Xm — X o
I<i<j<4 m##i, j ’
M(ﬁl4) Zx—k 1_[ F_l
i=1 j;éz

where x1x3x3x4 = 1 and ' "2 '3y = 1.
The D3 operators are

ME = ZZX l—[ XXJ Xi _ N p

-1 x —Xj
e==+1i=1 /;él J

3 |
N I G

€1.62,3=%1 =1 1§i<j<3 i=1
€1epe3=—1

3
T SR CCaN ) . 1

€1.6p.63=%1 j=1 1<i<j<3 X ] l—l

€16pe3=1

It is straightforward to see that the change of variables (A.7) and (A.8) map the
M operators as follows: Mff,ﬁ‘o — M?E?f), Mf,ﬁ“) — Mf?f), and MS,?) — Mé’Dk3).
A.4.3 Dual g-Whittaker Functions

In terms of the Schur functions (A.1), the first few A3 dual g-Whittaker functions
are

Ip,0,00 = 1
ITy,0,0,0 = $1,0,0,0

—1
I13,0,0,0 = $2,0,0,0 + ¢ $1,1,0,0

Ty 1,0,0 = $1,1,0,0
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l+gqg
I13,0,0,0 = $3,0,0,0 + 7

I+¢q
—1
3,100 = 53,100 +¢ 52200+ p
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-3
$2,1,0,0 + ¢ ~S1,1,1,0

-1
1_[2,1,0,0252,1,0,0"“] $1,1,1,0

ITy,1,1,0 = $1,1,1,0

2 1+2

t4q+gq q
114,0,0,0 = 54,0,0,0 + ——5—53,1,0,0 + —7—52,2,0,0
q q
144qg+ q2 _
+q—5S2,1,1,0 +q %111

-3
$2,1,1,0 9 “S1,1,1,1

-1 -2

12200 = 22,00+¢ 521,1,0+4 ~S1,1,1,1
-1

Iy 11,0 =s2,1,1,0 ¢ s1,1,1,1

IMi1,110 =s1,1.1.1-

In terms of the Schur functions (A.4), the first few D3 dual g-Whittaker functions

are

Io,0,0
1,00
2,00
Iy 10

I13,0,0
1,0

Ty 1.e

€
2

1
2

=

I1
I1

ol
=
I

—

1

$1,0,0

-2 —4
=15200+t¢9 “s1,1,0+¢q 5000

S1,1,0 +q72 50,0,0
+ q2 1+ q2 + q4

-6
3,00+ —F—s210+q (S +s11-1) + g 51,0,0
q q
1+ ¢?
2 q
82,10+ ¢~ (S1,1,1 +51,1,-1) + prapt iy
_ -2
S1,1,e + 4 751,00
S1 1 e
2°2°2
S31c+q s .
2°2°2 2022
) 1+6]2 1+q2
Ss1letq "853 et —F 8531 _ct—F—S11¢
2°2°2 2°2°2 q 2°2° 2 q 2°2°2
_ 1+4°
My3e=533c+q 31 _c+—F—511¢
2°2°2 2°2°2 2°2° 2 q 2°2°2
1442 _
I3 33 =8333+—7—531¢+¢q 511 ¢
2°2°2 2°2°2 q 2°2°2 2°2° 2
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The relations (A.9) are easily checked for these polynomials. First we note that
the mapping (A.9) extends to the Weyl-invariant Schur functions as well. We then
simply have to check that the coefficients in the D3 case match those in the sl4 case

up to g — ¢>. For instance, we have H(zsi‘% 0 P2 | as the coefficient of sﬁ“; 0
1,0, 310 11

(resp. s\P )is ¢! (resp. ¢~2). Similarly the coefficients in Hés(l)“()) o and nPy,
3275 0,0, 333

also agree up to ¢ — ¢>.

A.5 The D4 Case
A.5.1 Symmetries

There are two simple symmetries of the Dynkin diagram which induce symmetries
of the Macdonald operators and polynomials:

e The Z; automorphism of the Dynkin diagram under which 1 — 1,2 — 2 and
3 <4,

e The Z3 automorphism of the Dynkin diagram under which 1 — 3 — 4 — 1 and
2 — 2.

Recall the relations
el =wi, ) =w) — W], €3 = W4+ W3 — W), €4 = W4 — W3.
The Z; symmetry under:
W] = W], W) > W, W3 > W4, W4 O3

induces the transformations

X1 B> X1, X2 > X2, X3 > X3, X4 > —. (A.10)
X4

Similarly, we have
[>Ty, Do Iy, T3> I3, Ty )L

We will check that under these transformations, we have My +— Mjx, My —
Mj i, M3 — My and M4 — M3 i for Macdonald operators, and

Py agazre 7 Pryagis,—ig

for Macdonald polynomials as well as g-Whittaker functions.
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The Z3 symmetry sends
w] = W3, Wy > Wy, W3 > W4, W4 > W]

therefore induces the transformations

X1X2X3 X1X2X4 X1X3X4 X1
X — , Xob> | —— x3b> [————, X4 > . (A.11)
X4 X3 X2 X2X3X4

Similarly, we have

rror IrLr s r
F]2|—> 123’1.‘%}_) 124’1.%'_) 134,1_,‘%'_) 1 )
I'4 I'; I' I3y

We expect that under these transformations, we have M +— M3 — My; —
M i as well as My x — M3  for Macdonald operators, and

Py aaz.0 P*1H2;*3H4 MHz;Aa*M A1**2?3*%4 *”A|+*22+"A3**4

for Macdonald polynomials as well as g-Whittaker functions.
The fact that our operators/polynomials obey these symmetry relations is a highly
non-trivial check of our construction.

A.5.2 M Operators

€
xx X
My = ZZH v b ARV
—lx Xj

e==£1i=1 ];éz

2 2
My = Ml,k —q "My 41 M1 k-1

wie X S T

€1.€),€3,64==1 1<[<]<4 i=1 i=1
€1€pezeq=—1

€ _€j

xilx/j 4 ke; N N

M= 3, I === TI
» é,‘x€] —1 i i

€p.€.63,.4=%1 1<i<j<4 7i 7j i=1 i=1
€1epe3€e4=1

The expected symmetry relations under both Z; and Z3 automorphisms are easily
checked. For instance, in the Z; case, we see immediately that M3 ; and My are
interchanged under the transformation (x4, I'4) — (x4_1, F4_1) while all other x;, I';
remain unchanged, as the transformation amounts to changing €4 — —e4 in the
summation.
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In the general Dy case, the Z; symmetry of the Dynkin diagram that inter-
changes the two end-nodes N — 1 and N implies the symmetry under xy +— 1/xx

while all other x’s remain unchanged, together with I'y +— F;,l. It is clear that

under this transformation, we have M](\,D_Nl) P P MI(VL’),?’ ) and MI(VD,?’ N MI(\,D_NI) «

Indeed, Eqgs.(4.9) and (4.10) are interchanged under the changé of summation
variable ey — —e€y, which amounts exactly to xy — 1/xy and 'y — F;,l.

A.5.3 Dual g-Whittaker Functions
I10,0,0,0 = $0,0,0,0
I11,0,0,0 = $1,0,0,0
I12,0,0,0 = $2,0,0,0 + q72S1,1,0,o + 6174S0,0,0,0
11,00 = 51,1,0,0 + 4 250,0,0,0

+q° —6 1+q%*+4*
I13,0,0,0 = $3,0,0,0 + RN +q Tsi110+ T 1000

1+4°
-2
I2,1,00 = 52,1,00 + ¢ “s1,1,1,0 + 7 $1,0,0,0

-2
ITy 1,10 = S1,1,1,0 + ¢ 751,0,0,0

1+ 4% +q* 1+q* 1+4%+q*
I14,0,0,0 = 54,0,0,0 + TS3,1,0,0 + pE $2,2,0,0 + q—10S2,1,1,0

- (L+¢H1+¢°+4%
+q (11 +su-D) + e $2,0,0,0

(I +gH(1 + g%+ g% 1+q¢*+48
+ 6114 $1,1,0,0 + q—1650’0’0’0

2
-2 +4q -6
I13,1,0,0 = $3,1,00 + ¢ "52,2,0,0 + AR +q (1,111 Fs01,1,-1)

1+4°+4* 1+4%+2¢* 1+4*
+q—682,0,o,0 + Tﬁ,l,o,o + 710 50,0,0,0

) —4
122,00 =52200+¢q “s21,1,0+¢q (s1,1,1,1 +51,1,1,-1)

_ 1+4%+4* 1+ 4*
+¢ 2,000 + TSI,I,O,O + pE 50,0,0,0

-2 )
My 11,0 =921,1,0+¢q “(s1,1,1,1 +S1,1,1,—1) + ¢ “52,0,0,0

1+ 4> 6
+ 7 $1,1,0,0 + g 750,0,0,0
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-2 —4
Iy 1,1, =s1,1,1e 79 “51,1,00 + ¢ 50,0,0,0
My 11e=5111c¢
2°2°2°2 2°2°2°2
M3 11 e=5311c+q 25111 ¢
2°2°2°2 2°2°2°2 2°2°2 2
2 1442 1+ q?
s 11 e=8511e+q "$331 ¢+ —7—85311 ¢+ —5—5111c¢
2°2°2°2 2°2°2°2 2°2°2°2 q 2°2°2° 2 q 2°2°2°2
_ 1+ ¢2
M1 c=5331c+q 25311 _c+ TS 11e
202°2°2 2°2°2°2 2°2°2 2 q 2°2°2°2
fore = 1.

The expected symmetry relations under the Zz Dynkin automorphism are
easily checked using the explicit expressions for Weyl-invariant D-type Schur
functions (A.4). As an illustration, the reader can check that I12 00,0 — IT1.1,1,—1,
as a consequence of $2.0,0,0 — S1,1,1,—1, §1,1,0,0 —> 51,1,0,0 and $9,0,0,0 — 50.,0,0,0
under the transformation (A.11). The Z, symmetry is simply the covariance of I1
under € — —e.
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