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Nature-based solutions (NBS) are 
solutions addressing societal challenges, 
while simultaneously providing human 
well-being and biodiversity benefits.
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Societal challenges

wastewater treatment, Slovenia, © Limnosfloating islands, Slovenia, © Limnos raingarden, France, © F. Cherqui

NBS in 
water 
sector

Blue-green infrastructure

Ecological engineering 

Sustainable Urban Drainage System

Stormwater control measures

Etc.

1NIB, natasa.mori@nib.si; 2INSA Lyon; 3SINTEF; 4Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya-BarcelonaTech; 5GMV; 6University 
of Zagreb; 7INRAE; 8IHE Delft Institute for Water Education; 9Polytechnic University of Marche; 10Planet s.a.s.; 
11Sustainabile Innovation Technology Services Ltd; 12H2O People; 13Earthwatch Europe; 14Turku University of Applied 
Sciences; 15Limnos; 16National Laboratory for Civil Engineering; 17University of Bologna

Water management challenges (Cherqui, 2022), visuals from World Bank (2021)

The ways to overcome barriers

Measurement of effectiveness | Development of a better evidence databases | Larger-scale case studies to demonstrate
that NBS works at larger scales | Demonstrating the long-term viability of the NBS | Inclusion of the stakeholders at local
levels from the start | Multistakeholder dialogue | Enforcing the education on NBS | Young professional’s employment |
Identifying approaches to reduce the barrier of land ownership/management and its costs | Cross-sectoral collaboration
and engagement on a European level | Enabling greater inter-disciplinary and cross-sectoral working on NBS development
and implementation | Improving institutional coordination | NBS should be incorporated more explicitly within National
Adaptation Strategies | Innovative governance models at the city/municipalities levels | Bottom-up approach to increase
the visibility of NBS | Emphasizing the cost-saving during fund raising | Capitalize benefits | Develop and promote new
business models | Enlighten the innovation angle of NBS | Involvement of the private sector | …
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